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IMITA- 


IMITATIONS 


OF 


HORACE. 


VOL.  VI. 


Dr.Warton  obferves,  "That  the  colloquial  and  burlefque 
ilyle  and  meafure  of  Swift,  here  adopted,  did  not  fuit  the  genius 
and  manner  of  our  Author,  who  frequently  falls  back,  as  was 
natural,  from  the  familiar  into  his  own  more  laboured,  high,  and 
pompous  manner." 

The  obfervation  is  fo  far  juft,  that  Pope  certainly  does  not  dif- 
play,  in  his  Imitations  of  Horace,  the  eafe  and  familiarity  of  Swift ; 
but  this  does  not  detract  from  their  merit  any  farther  than  as  pro- 
feffed  Imitations  of  Swift.  Neither,  are  the  lealt  like  Horace. 
Dr.  Warton's  defcription  of  Horace's  character,  as  a  writer  of 
Epiftles  and  Satires  (for  it  docs  not  at  all  apply  to  him  in  his  Lyric 
capacity),  is,  from  Cicero  de  Oratore,  lib.  i.  appropriate  and  ac- 
curate: "  Accedit  lepos  quidam,  facetiaeque,  et  eruditio  libero 
digna,  celeritafque  et  brevitas  refpondendi  et  laceffendi,  fubtili 
venuftate  et  urbanitate  conjuncta." 


B  2 


IMITATIONS  Book  I. 


EPISTOtA  VII. 


rvuiNQUE  dies  tlbi  pollicitus  me  rure  futurum, 
^  Sextilem  totum  mendax  defideror.  atqui, 
Si  me  vivere  vis  fanum,  recteque  valentem ; 
Quam  mihi  das  aegro,  dabis  segrotare  timenti, 
Maecenas,  veniam  :  num  ficus  prima,  calorque 
Defignatorem  decorat  lictoribus  atris : 
Dum  pueris  omnis  pater,  et  matercula  pallet ; 
Officiofaque  fedulitas,  et  opella  forenfis 
Adducit  febres,  et  teftamenta  refignat. 
Quod  fi  bruma  nives  Albanis  illinet  agris ; 
Ad  mare  defcendet  vates  tuus,  et  fibi  parcet, 
Contra&ufque  leget ;  te,  dulcis  amice,  revifet 
Cum  Zephyris,  fi  concedes,  et  hirundine  prima. 

Non, 


Ep.VII.  OF  HORACE. 


EPISTLE   VII. 

IMITATED    IN    THE    MANNER    OF    DR.  SWIFT. 

j-npis  true,  my  Lord,  I  gave  my  word, 

I  would  be  with  you,  June  the  third ; 
Chang'd  it  to  Auguft,  and  (in  fhort) 
Have  kept  it — as  you  do  at  Court. 
You  humour  me  when  I  am  Tick,  5 

Why  not  when  I  am  fplenctick  ? 
Tn  town,  what  objects  could  I  meet  ? 
The  (hops  fhut  up  in  ev'ry  ftreet, 
And  Fun'rals  black' ning  all  the  Doors, 
And  yet  more  melancholy  Whores :  1  o 

And  what  a  dufl  in  ev'ry  place  ? 
And  a  thin  Court  that  wants  your  Face, 
And  Fevers  raging  up  and  down, 
And  W*  and  H#*  both  in  town ! 

"  The  Dog-days  are  no  more  the  cafe."  15 

'Tis  true,  but  Winter  comes  apace  : 
Then  fouthward  let  your  Bard  retire, 
Hold  out  fome  months  'twixt  Sun  and  Fire, 
And  you  mall  fee,  the  firft  warm  Weather, 
Me  and  the  Butterflies  together.  20 

My 

NOTES. 

Ver.  12.  a  thin  Court']    Pope's  ufual  topic  of  fpleen  and  ridi- 
cule. 
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6  IMITATIONS  BookL 

Non,  quo  more  pyris  vefci  Calaber  jubet  hofpes, 
Tu  me  fecifti  locupletem.     Vefcere  fodes. 
Jam  fatis  eft.     At  tu  quantumvis  tolle.     Benigne. 
Non  invifa  feres  pueris  munufcula  parvis. 
Tarn  teneor  dono,  quam  fi  dimittar  onuftus. 
Ut  libet :  haec  porcis  hodie  comedenda  relinques. 
Prodigus,  et  flultus  donat  quae  fpernit,  et  odit : 
Hasc  feges  ingratos  tulit :  et  feret  omnibus  annis, 
Vir  bonus  et  fapiens,  dignis  ait  effe  paratum, 
Nee  tamen  ignorat,  quid  diftent  sera  lupinis  ? 
Dignum  praeftabo  me,  etiam  pro  laude  merentis. 

Quod 


Ep.VII.  OF  HORACE.  ? 

My  Lord,  your  Favours  well  I  know; 
'Tis  with  diftin&ion  you  bellow ; 
And  not  to  ev'ry  one  that  comes, 
Juft  as  a  Scotfman  does  his  Plums. 
"  Pray  take  them,  Sir. — Enough's  a  Feaft  :  35 

"  Eat  fome,  and  pocket  up  the  reft." — 
What,  rob  your  Boys  ?  thofe  pretty  rogues ! 
"  No,  Sir,  you'll  leave  them  to  the  Hogs." 
Thus  Fools  with  Compliments  befiege  ye, 
Contriving  never  to  oblige  ye.  30 

Scatter  your  Favours  on  a  Fop, 
Ingratitude's  the  certain  crop ; 
And  'tis  but  juft,  I'll  tell  ye  wherefore, 
You  give  the  things  you  never  care  for, 
A  wife  man  always  is  or  fhou'd  35 

Be  mighty  ready  to  do  good : 
But  makes  a  difference  in  his  thought 
Betwixt  a  Guinea  and  a  Groat. 

Now  this  I'll  fay,  you'll  find  in  me 
A  fafe  Companion,  and  a  free ;  40 

But  if  you'd  have  me  always  near — 
A  word,  pray,  in  your  Honour's  ear. 

I  hope 

NOTES. 

Vek.  35.  A  -wife  man,  &c]  Pope's  imitation  is  neither  like 
Horace  nor  Swift.  It  has  neither  the  eafy  jocofenefs  of  Swift, 
nor  the  elegant,  clofe,  and  more  interefting  ftyle  of  Horace. 

Ver.  40.  A fafe  Companion,  and  a  free;~\  This  collocation  of 
the  words  may  very  well  pafs,  I  think,  in  lighter  poetry,  like  that 
before  us  ;  but  has,  perhaps,  fcarcely  fufficient  dignity  for  a  ferious 
fubjeft  and  grave  numbers.  Waki field. 
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8  IMITATIONS  Book  I„ 

Quod  fi  me  noles  ufquam  difcedere ;  reddes 
Forte  latus,  nigros  angufta  fronte  capillos : 
Reddes  duke  loqui :  reddes 'ridere  decorum,  et 
Inter  vina  fugam  Cynarse  mcerere  protervae. 

Forte  per  anguftam  tenuis  vulpecula  rimam 
Repferat  in  cumeram  frumenti ;  paftaque,  rurfus 

Ire 


Ep.  VII.  OF  HORACE.  9 

I  hope  it  is  your  Refolution 

To  give  me  back  my  Conftitution ! 

The  fprightly  Wit,  the  lively  Eye,  45 

Th*  engaging  Smile,  the  Gaiety, 

That  laugh'd  down  many  a  Summer  Sun, 

And  kept  you  up  fo  oft  till  one : 

And  all  that  voluntary  Vein, 

As  when  Belinda  rais'd  my  Strain.  50 

A  Weafel  once  made  fhift  to  flink. 
In  at  a  Corn-loft  thro'  a  Chink ; 
But  having  amply  fluff 'd  his  (kin, 
Could  not  get  out  as  he  got  in : 

Which 

NOTES. 

Ver.  45  the  lively  Eye,~\  It  is  faid,  that  Pope's  eyes  were  re- 
markably expreffivc.  He  feems  often  in  Irs  writings  to  keep  this  in 
mind;  but  the  pafTage  is  very  unequal  to  the  clofenefs  and  pleafing 
painting  of  the  original.  Perhaps  four  lines  never  were  fo  well 
expreffed,  as  forming  a  delineation  or  accurate  portrait  of  the 
Roman  bard.  We  fee — the  "forte  lalus,"  "  nlgros  angufld  fronte 
caplllos  ;"  the  "  dulce  loqui"  and  "  ridere  decorum.''1  The  words  of 
the  firft  line  fet  the  perfon  of  Horace  immediately  before  us,  and 
nothing  can  be  fo  characleriftic  of  his  ftyle  in  his  Epiftles,  as  the 

Words — DULCE   LOQUI  ;    RIDERE   DECORUM. 

Ver.  50.  As  when  Belinda]  A  compliment  he  pays  himfelf 
and  the  Public  on  his  Rape  of  the  Lock.  War  burton. 

Ver.  51.  A  Weafel  one e~\  Horace  mines  particularly  in  thefe 
{hoTt  fables  which  he  was  fo  fond  of  introducing ;  as  he  does  in- 
deed in  that  difficult  art  of  telling  a  ftory  well,  of  which  the  ftory 
of  Philippus,  "  Strenuus  et  fortis,"  &c.  is  a  mafter-piece.  We  are 
in  no  one  refpe&  fo  very  inferior  to  the  French  as  in  our  fables ; 
we  have  no  La  Fontaine.  The  fables  of  Gay,  efteemed  our  be  ft, 
are  written  in  a  pure  and  neat  ftyle,  but  have  not  much  nature  or 
humour.  Horace's  Mice  are  inimitable.  The  long  introductions 
to  the  fables  of  Gay's  fecond  volume  of  fables  read  like  political 
pamphlets.  War  to  v. 
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jo  IMITATIONS  Book  I. 

Ire  foras  pleno  tendebat  corpore  fruftra. 

Cui  muftela  procul,  Si  vis,  ait,  effugere  iftinc ; 

Macra  cavum  repetes  ardtum,  quern  macra  fubifti. 

Hac  ego  fi  compellor  imagine,  cun&a  refigno  ; 

Nee  fomnum  plebis  laudo  fatur  altilium,  nee 

Otia  divitiis  Arabum  liberrima  muto.. 

Saspe  verecundum  laudafti ;  Rexque,  Paterque 

Audifli  coram,  nee  verbo  parcius  abfens : 

Infpice,  fi  poflum  donata  reponere  lsetus. 

Parvum 


Ep.  VII.  OF  HORACE.  n 

Which  one  belonging  to  the  Houfe  $$ 

('Twas  not  a  Man,  it  was  a  Moufe) 
Obferving,  cry'd,  "  You  'fcape  not  fo, 
"  Lean  as  you  came,  Sir,  you  muft  go." 
Sir,  you  may  fpare  your  Application, 
I'm  no  fuch  Beaft,  nor  his  Relation ;  60 

Nor  one  that  Temperance  advance, 
Cramm'd  to  the  Throat  with  Ortolans : 
Extremely  ready  to  refign 
All  that  may  make  me  none  of  mine. 
South-fea  Subfcriptions  take  who  pleafe,  65 

Leave  me  but  Liberty  and  Eafe. 
'Twas  what  I  faid  to  Craggs  and  Child, 
Who  prais'd  my  Modefty,  and  fmiPd. 
Give  me,  I  cry'd,  (enough  for  me) 
My  Bread,  and  Independency!  70 

So  bought  an  Annual  Rent  or  two, 
And  liv'd — juft  as  you  fee  I  do ; 
Near  fifty,  and  without  a  Wife, 
I  truft  that  finking  Fund,  my  Life. 

Can 

NOTES. 

Ver.  67.  Craggs  and  Child,']  Mr.  Craggs  gave  him  fome 
South-fea  fuhfcriptions.  He  was  fo  indifferent  about  them  as  to 
neglect  making  any  benefit  of  them.  He  ufed  to  fay,  it  was  a  fatis- 
faftion  to  him  that  he  did  not  grow  rich  (as  he  might  have  done) 
by  the  public  calamity.  Wakbukton. 

Ver.  67.   Child,']    Sir  Francis  Child,  the  Banker. 

Ver.  73.  Near jifty ',  and  without  a  Wife,]  As  in  his  Prologue 
to  the  Satires,  ver.  131. 

The  Mufe  but  ferv'd  to  eafe  fome  friend,  not  wife : 
where  the  language  appears  extremely  aukward,  and  the  meaning 
moil  infipid.  Wakefielix. 


12  IMITATIONS  Book  I. 

Parvum  parva  decent,  mihi  jam  non  regia  Roma, 
Sed  vacuum  Tibur  placet,  aut  imbelle  Terentum. 
Strenuus  et  fortis,  caufifque  Philippus  agendis 
Clarus,  &c. 


Ep.  VII.  OF  HORACE.  13 

Can  I  retrench  ?  Yes,  mighty  well,  75 

Shrink  back  to  my  Paternal  Cell, 

A  little  Houfe,  with  Trees  a-row, 

And,  like  its  Matter,  very  low. 

There  cty'd  my  Father,  no  Man's  Debtor, 

And  there  I'll  die,  nor  worfe  nor  better.  80 

To  fet  this  Matter  full  before  ye, 
Our  old  Friend  Swift  will  tell  his  Story. 

"  Harley,  the  Nation's  great  Support," — 
But  you  may  read  it,  I  flop  fhort. 


NOTES. 

Ve  R.  76.  Paternal  Cell,"]  This  moft  probably  is  an  exa&  picture 
of  his  Father's  retirement. 


ia  IMITATIONS  Book  II. 


SATIRA    VI. 

ttoc  erat  in  votis :  modus  agri  non  ita  magnus, 
Hortus  ubi,  et  te&o  vicinus  jugis  aquse  fons, 
Et  paulum  filvse  fuper  his  foret.  auctius,  atque 
Di  melius  fecere.     Bene  eft  :  nil  amplius  oro, 
Maia  nate,  nifi  ut  propria  hsec  mihi  munera  faxis. 
Si  neque  majorem  feci  ratione  mala  rem, 
Nee  fum  faclurus  vitio  culpave  minorem : 
Si  veneror  ftultus  nihil  horum;  O  fi  angulus  ille 
Proximus  accedat,  qui  nunc  denormat  agellum ! 

0  fi  urnam  argenti  fors  quse  mihi  monftret !  ut  illi, 
Thefauro  invento  qui  mercenarius  agrum 

Ilium  ipfum  mercatus  aravit,  divis  amico 

Hercule : 

NOTES. 

Ver.  Z2.  And  to  be  kept  in  my  right  Wits,']  An  apprehenfion 
of  the  lofs  of  intellect  gave  the  Dean  great  uneafinefs  through 
life.     Some  hereditary  expedlation,  or  fome  peculiarity  of  feeling, 

1  prefume,  occafioncd  a  perpetual  anticipation  of  that  fad  event, 
which  at  length  befell  him.  Pope's  part  of  the  imitation  begins 
at  ver.  125.  but  I  cannot  accede  to  Warburton's*  opinion,  that  his 
portion  of  the  performance  is  executed  with  more  dexterity  than 
that  of  Swift,  who  is  unexceptionably  excellent,  and  preferves  with 
moil  happy  accommodation  the  playful  urbanity  of  his  author. 
There  are  indeed  feveral  ilrokes  in  the  more  humourous  paflages 
of  Pope's  divifion  after  Swift's  bed  manner ;  but  the  following 
feems  to  me  the  mod  fuccefsful: 

Tells  all  their  names,  lays  down  the  law  : 
M  Que  ca  eft  bon!  Ah  goutez  ga! 
*'  That  jelly's  rich,  this  malmfey  healing: 
*'  Pray  dip  your  whifkers  and  your  tail  in  !" 

Wakefield, 


Sat.  VI.  OF  HORACE.  15 


SATIRE  VI. 

Thejirji  Part  imitated  in  the  Tear  17 14,  by  Dr. Swift; 
the  latter  Part  added  afterwards. 

t've  often  wifh'd  that  I  had  clear 

For  life,  fix  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
A  handfome  Houfe  to  lodge  a  Friend, 
A  River  at  my  Garden's  end, 

A  Terras-walk,  and  half  a  Rood  5 

Of  Land,  fet  out  to  plant  a  Wood. 

Well,  now  I  have  all  this  and  more, 
I  afk  not  to  encreafe  my  ftore ; 

*  But  here  a  Grievance  feems  to  lie, 

'  All  this  is  mine  but  till  I  die  j  10 

*  I  can't  but  think  'twould  found  more  clever, 
'  To  me  and  to  my  Heirs  for  ever. 

'  If  I  ne'er  got  or  loft  a  groat, 
'  By  any  Trick,  or  any  Fault ; 

*  And  if  I  pray  by  Reafon's  rules,  1 5 
<  And  not  like  Forty  other  Fools : 

'  As  thus,  "  Vouchfafe,  oh  Gracious  Maker ! 

"  To  grant  me  this  and  t'other  Acre : 

"  Or,  if  it  be  thy  Will  and  Pleafure, 

"  Direct  my  Plow  to  find  a  Treafure :"  20 

'  But  only  what  my  Station  fits, 

c  And  to  be  kept  in  my  right  Wits, 

'  Preferve, 


16  IMITATIONS  Book  II. 

Hercule :  fi,  quod  adeft,  gratum  juvat :  hac  prece  te 

oro, 
Pingue  pecus  domino  facias,  et  cetera,  prseter 
Ingenium  ;  utque  foles,  cuftos  mihi  maximus  adfis. 
Ergo  ubi  me  in  montes  et  in  arcem  ex  Urbe  removi, 
Quid  priiis  illuftrem  Satiris  Musaque  pedeftri? 
Nee  mala  me  ambitio  perdit,  nee  plumbeus  Aufter, 
Autumnufque  gravis,  Libitin2e  quseftus  acerbse. 

Matutine  pater,  feu  Jane  libentius  audis, 
Unde  homines  opcrum  primos  vitseque  labores 
Inftituunt  (fie  Dis  placitum)  tu  carminis  efto 
Principium  :  Romse  fponforem  me  rapis :  Eia, 
Ne  prior  officio  quifquam  refpondeat,  urge  : 

Sive 


Sat.  VI.  OF  HORACE.  17 

c  Preferve,  Almighty  Providence ! 

*  Juft  what  you  gave  me,  Competence : 

*  And  let  me  in  thefe  Shades  compofe  25 
'  Something  in  Verfe  as  true  as  Profe ; 

c  Remov'd  from  all  th'  Ambitious  Scene, 
'  Nor  puff'd  by  Pride,  nor  funk  by  Spleen.' 

In  fhort,  I'm  perfectly  content, 
Let  me  but  live  on  this  fide  Trent ;  30 

Nor  crofs  the  Channel  twice  a  year, 
To  fpend  fix  Months  with  Statefmen  here. 

I  mufl  by  all  means  come  to  Town, 
'Tis  for  the  Service  of  the  Crown. 
"  Lewis,  the  Dean  will  be  of  ufe,  35 

"  Send  for  him  up,  take  no  excufe." 
The  toil,  the  danger  of  the  Seas ; 
Great  Minifters  ne'er  think  of  thefe ; 
Or  let  it  coll  five  hundred  pound, 
No  matter  where  the  money's  found.  40 

It  is  but  fo  much  more  in  debt, 
And  that  they  ne'er  confider'd  yet. 

"  Good  Mr.  Dean,  go  change  your  gown, 
"  Let  my  Lord  know  you're  come  to  Town." 

I  hurry 

NOTES. 

Ver.  30.  On  this  fide  Trent  ;~\  He  was  perpetually  exprefiing 
his  deep  difcontent  at  his  Irifh  preferment,  and  forming  fchemes 
for  exchanging  it  for  a  fmaller  in  England ;  and  courted  Queen 
Caroline  and  Sir  Robert  Walpole  to  effect  fuch  a  change.  A 
negociation  had  nearly  taken  place  between  the  Dean  and  a  Mr. 
Talbot  for  the  living  of  Burfield,  in  Berkmire.  Mr.  Talbot  him- 
felf  informed  me  of  this  negociation.  Burfield  is  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bucklebery,  Lord  Bolingbroke's  feat.        Warton. 

VOL.  VI.  •       C 
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Sive  Aquilo  radit  terras,  feu  bruma  nivalem 

Interiore  diem  gyro  trahit,  ire  necefle  eft. 

Poftmodo,  quod  mi  obfit,  clare  certumque  locuto, 

Lu&andum  in  turba  j  facienda  injuria  tardis. 

Quid  vis,  infane  ?  et  quas  res  agis  ?  improbus  urget. 

Iratis  precibus,  tu  pulfes  omne  quod  obftat, 

Ad  Mascenatem  memori  fi  mente  recurras. 

Hoc  juvat,  et  melli  eft ;  ne  mentiar :  at  fimul  atras 

Ventum  eft  Efquilias ;  aliena  negotia  centum 

Per  caput,  et  circa  faliunt  latus.     Ante  fecundam 

Rofcius  orabat  fibi  adeffes  ad  Puteal  eras. 
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I  hurry  me  in  hafte  away,  45 

Not  thinking  it  is  Levee-day; 

And  find  his  Honour  in  a  Pound, 

Hemm'd  by  a  triple  Circle  round, 

Chequer'd  with  Ribbons  blue  and  green : 

How  mould  I  thrufl  myfelf  between  ?  50 

Some  Wag  obferves  me  thus  perplext, 

And  fmiling,  whifpers  to  the  next, 

*c  I  thought  the  Dean  had  been  too  proud, 

"  To  juflle  here  among  a  Croud." 

Another  in  a  furly  fit,  55 

Tells  me  I  have  more  Zeal  than  Wit, 

*'  So  eager  to  exprefs  your  love, 

"  You  ne'er  confider  whom  you  move, 

"  But  rudely  prefs  before  a  Duke." 

I  own,  I'm  pleas'd  with  this  rebuke,  60 

And  take  it  kindly  meant  to  mow 

What  I  defire  the  World  mould  know. 

I  get  a  Whifper,  and  withdraw  : 
When  twenty  Fools  I  never  faw 
Come  with  Petitions  fairly  penn'd,  65 

Defiring  I  would  ftand  their  Friend. 

This,  humbly  oifers  me  his  Cafe— 
That,  begs  my  int'reft  for  a  Place — 
A  hundred  other  Men's  affairs, 
Like  bees,  are  humming  in  my  ears.  70 

"  To-morrow  my  Appeal  comes  on, 
f  Without  your  help  the  Caufe  is  gone"—    . 

c  2  The 
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De  re  communi  fcribae  magna  atque  nova  te 

Orabant  hodie  meminilTes,  Quinte,  reverti. 

Imprimat  his  cura  Maecenas  figna  tabellis. 

Dixeris,  Experiar :  Si  vis,  potes,  addit  et  inftar. 

Septimus  octavo  propior  jam  fugerit  annus, 

Ex  quo  Maecenas  me  ccepit  habere  fuorum 

In  numero :  duntaxat  ad  hoc,  quern  tollere  rheda 

Vellet,  iter  faciens,  et  cur  concredere  nugas 

Hoc  genus:  Hora  quota  eft  ?  Thrax  eft  Gallina  Syro 

par? 
Matutina  parum  cautos  jam  frigora  mordent : 
Et  quae  rimosa.  bene  deponuntur  in  aure. 

Per 

NOTES. 

Ver.  82.  And,  Mr.  Dean,']  Very  happily  turned  from  Si  vit 
potes Wartow. 

Ver.  85.  Since  Hmlet  bid  me]  The  rife  and  progrefs  of  Swift's 
intimacy  with  Lord  Oxford  is  minutely  detailed  in  his  very  inte- 
refting  Journal  to  Stella.  And  the  reafons  why  a  man,  that  ferved 
a  miniltry  fo  effedlually,  was  fo  tardily,  and  fo  difficultly,  and  fo 
poorly  rewarded,  are  well  explained  in  Sheridan's  life  of  Swilt, 
and  arofc  principally  from  the  infuperable  averfiot)  the  Queen  had 
conceived  to  the  Author  of  a  Tale  of  a  Tub  as  a  profane  book  ; 
which  averfion  was  kept  alive,  and  encreafed  by  the  Dutchefs  of 
Somerfet,  again  ft  whom  Swift  had  written  a  fevere  lampoon.  It 
appears  from  this  life  that  Lords  Oxford  and  Bolingbroke  always 
kept  concealed  from  Swift  their  inability  to  ferve  him.  With 
whatever  fecrets  Swift  might  have  been  truflcd,  it  does  not  appear 
he  knew  any  thing  of  a  dtfign  to  bring  in  the  Pretender.  Swift 
was  a  true  Whig.  His  political  principles  are  amply  unfolded  in 
an  excellent  letter  written  to  Pope,  Jan.  20,  1721,  in  the  ninth 
volume  of  this  edition  :  and  indeed  they  had  been  fnfficiently  dif- 
played,  many  years  before,  in  The  Sentiments  of  a  Church  of 
England  Man ;  a  treatife  replete  with  ltrong  fenfe,  found  prin- 
ciples, and  clear  reafoning.  Wakton. 

The 
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The  Duke  expects  my  Lord  and  you, 

About  fome  great  affair,  at  Two — 

"  Put  my  Lord  Bolingbroke  in  mind,  j$ 

"  To  get  my  Warrant  quickly  fign'd  ; 

<c  Confider  'tis  my  firft  requeft." — 

Be  fatisfy'd,  I'll  do  my  beft  :— 

Then  prefently  he  falls  to  teize, 

"  You  may  for  certain,  if  you  pleafe  ;  80 

"  I  doubt  not,  if  his  Lordfhip  knew — 

"  And,  Mr.  Dean,  one  word  from  you" — 

'Tis  (let  me  fee)  three  years  and  more, 
(October  next  it  will  be  four) 

Since  Harley  bid  me  firft  attend,  85 

And  chofe  me  for  an  humble  friend ; 
Would  take  me  in  his  Coach  to  chat, 
And  queftion  me  of  this  and  that ; 
As,  "What's  o'clock ?"  And,  "How's  the  Wind?" 
"  Who's  Chariot's  that  we  left  behind  ?"  90 

Or  gravely  try  to  read  the  lines 
Writ  underneath  the  Country  Signs ; 
Or,  "  Have  you  nothing  new  to-day 
"  From  Pope,  from  Parnel,  or  from  Gay?" 
Such  tattle  often  entertains  95 

My  Lord  and  me  as  far  as  Stains, 

As 

NOTES. 

The  real  caufe  cf  Swift's  difappointment  in  his  hopes  of  pre- 
ferment, is  explained  in  Coxe's  Memoirs  of  Walpole.  Both  Gay 
and  Swift  conceived  every  thing  was  to  be  gained  by  the  intercft 
of  Mrs.  Howard,  to  whom  they  paid  inceffant  court.  This  has 
been  before  explained. 

c  3 
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Per  totum  hoc  tempus,  fubje&ior  in  diem  et  horam 
Invidiae.  nofter  ludos  fpectaverit  una, 
Luferat  in  campo,  fortunes  filius,  omnes. 
Frigidus  a  Roftris  manat  per  compita  rumor : 
Quicunque  obvius  eft,  me  confulit :  O  bone  (nam  te 
Scire,  Deos  quoniam  propius  contingis,  oportet) 
Num  quid  de  Dacis  audifti  ?  Nil  equidem.     Ut  tu 
Semper  eris  derifor !  At  omnes  Di  exagitent  me, 
Si  quicquam.  Quid  ?  militibus  promifia  Triquetra 
Praedia  Caefar,  an  eft  Itala  tellure  daturus  ? 
Jurantem  me  fcire  nihil,  mirantur,  ut  unum 
Scilicet  egregii  mortalem  altique  filenti, 

Perditur 
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As  once  a  week  we  travel  down 

To  Windfor,  and  again  to  Town, 

Where  all  that  pafies,  inter  nos, 

Might  be  proclaim*  d  at  Charing-crofs.  ioo 

Yet  fome  I  know  with  envy  fwell, 
Becaufe  they  fee  me  us'd  fo  well : 
"  How  think  you  of  our  Friend  the  Dean  ? 
"  I  wonder  what  fome  people  mean  ; 
"  My  Lord  and  he  are  grown  fo  great,  105 

"  Always  together,  tete  a  iete. 
"  What,  they  admire  him  for  his  jokes— 
"  See  but  the  fortune  of  fome  Folks  Sf 
There  flies  about  a  ftrange  report 
Of  fome  Exprefs  arriv'd  at  Court  5  \  i<> 

I'm  ftopp'd  by  all  the  fools  I  meet, 
And  catechis'd  in  ev'ry  ftreet. 
"  You,  Mr.  Dean,  frequent  the  Great ; 
"  Inform  us,  will  the  Emp'ror  treat  ? 
"  Or  do  the  Prints  and  Papers  lie?'*  115 

Faith,  Sir,  you  know  as  much,  as  I. 
"  Ah  Doctor,  how  you  love  to  jeft? 
"  'Tis  now  no  fecret" — I  protefl 
'Tis  one  to  me — "  Then  tell  us,  pray, 
"  When  are  the  Troops  to  have  their  pay?"        130* 
And,  tho*  I  folemnly  declare 
I  know  no  more  than  my  Lord  Mayor, 
They  ftand  amaz'd,  and  think  me  growa 
The  clofefl  Mortal  ever  known, 

c  4  Thus 


( 
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Perditur  haec  inter  mifero  lux  ;  non  fine  votis. 

O  rus,  quando  ego  te  afpiciam  ?  quandoque  licebit, 

Nunc  veterum  libris,  nunc  fomno  et  inertibus  horis, 

Ducere  folicitse  jucunda  oblivia  vitse  ? 

O  quando  faba  Pythagorae  cognata,  fimulque 

Un&a  fatis  pingui  ponentur  olufcula  lardo  ? 

O  nodes,  ccenseque  Deum  i  quibus  ipfe  meique, 

Ante  Larem  proprium  vefcor,  vernafque  procaces 

Pafco  libatis  dapibus.     Prout  cuique  libido  eft, 

Siccat  inaequales  calices  conviva,  folutus 

Legibus  infanis  :  feu  quis  capit  acria  fortis 

Pocula ;  feu  modicis  uvefcit  lsetius.  ergo 

Sermo  oritur,  non  de  villis  domibufve  alienis, 

Nee  male  necne  Lepos  fajtet :  fed  quod  magls  ad  nos 

Pertinet,  et  nefcire  malum  eft,  agitamus ;  utrumne 

Divitiis  homines,  an  fint  virtute  beati ; 

Quidve 

NOTES. 

Ver.  129.  — 1 — gentle  Brook, 

Sleep,  or  per ufe  fame  ancient  Book,  J 

And  with  a  book 

Loiter  whole  days  by  Shawford  brook. — 

Walton* s  Angler's  Song. 
Ver.  141.  Here  no  man  prates']  Alcibiades.  in  the  Sympofium 
of  Plato,  finely  compares  Socrates,  whofe  face  was  difgufting  and 
unpromifing,  to  the  little  ftatues  of  Silenus,  which  had  no  external 
beauty;  but  if  you  opened  them,  you  found  within  the  figures  of 
all  the  gods.  Rabelais  applied  this  comparifon  to  the  Satires  of 
Horace,  which  at  firfl  fight  do  not  feem  to  contain  fo  many  ex- 
quifite  moral  rules.  Dacier  borrowed  this  comparifon  from  Rabe- 
l;iis,  without  acknowledgment,  as  he  has  done  many  remarks  from 
Cruqiiius  and  L.ambinus,  and  from  the  old  commentators,  Acron 
and  Porphyrius.  Warton. 

Vfr.  142.  that  Italian fings,~\  Happily  turned  from  Horace's 
Dancer,  "  Lepos  ;"—  not  fo,  v.  144,  which  is  political,  and  not 
one  of  the  trifling  topics  here  mentioned.  Warton. 
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Thus  in  a  fea  of  folly  tofs'd,  125 

My  choiceft  Hours  of  Life  are  loft ; 
Yet  always  wifhing  to  retreat, 
Oh,  could  I  fee  my  Country  Seat ! 
There  leaning  near  a  gentle  Brook, 
Sleep,  or  perufe  fome  ancient  Book,  130 

And  there  in  fweet  oblivion  drown 
Thofe  cares  that  haunt  the  Court  and  Town, 
O  charming  Noons !  and  Nights  divine ! 
Or  when  I  fup,  or  when  I  dine, 
My  Friends  above,  my  Folks  below,  135 

Chatting  and  laughing  all-a-row, 
The  Beans  and  Bacon  fet  before  'em, 
The  Grace-cup  ferv'd  with  all  decorum : 
Each  willing  to  be  pleas'd,  and  pleafe, 
And  ev'n  the  very  Dogs  at  eafe !  140 

Here  no  man  prates  of  idle  things, 
How  this  or  that  Italian  fings, 
A  Neighbour's  Madnefs,  or  his  Spoufe's, 
Or  what's  in  either  of  the  Houfes : 
But  fomething  much  more  our  concern,  145 

And  quite  a  fcandal  not  to  learn  : 
Which  is  the  happier,  or  the  wifer, 
A  Man  of  Merit,  or  a  Mifer  ? 
Whether  we  ought  to  chufe  our  Friends, 
For  their  own  Worth,  or  our  own  Ends?  150 

What  good,  or  better,  we  may  call, 
And  what,  the  very  beft  of  all  ? 

Our 
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Quidve  ad  amicitlas,  ufus,  re&umne,  trahat  nos : 
Et  quae  fvt  natura  boni,  fummumque  quid  ejus. 
Cervius  haec  inter  vicinus  garrit  aniles 
Ex  re  fabellas.  ft  quis  nam  laudat  Arelii 
Solicitas  ignarus  opes  ;  fie  incipit :  Olim 

Rufticus 

NOTES. 

Vhr.  153.  Our  Friend  Dan  Pi  ior~\  I  have  frequently  wondered 
how  fparing  Pope  has  been  in  general  in  his  praifes  of  Prior, 
efpecially  as  the  latter  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Swift  and  Lord 
Oxford.  I  imagine  this  referve  ia  owing  principally  to  fome  fati- 
rical  epigrams  that  Prior  wrote  on  Atterbury.  Tlie  Alma  is  not 
the  only  compofition  of  Prior,  in  which  he  has  difplayed  a  know- 
ledge of  the  world  and  of  human  nature  ;  for  I  was  once  permitted 
to  .read  a  curious  manufcript,  late  in  the  hands  of  her  Grace  the 
Duchefs  Dowager  of  Portland,  containing  effays  and  dialogues  of 
the  dead,  on  the  following  fubje&s,  by  Prior: 

1 .  Heads  for  a  Trealife  on  Learning. 

2.  Effay  on  Opinion. 

3.  A  Dialogue  betwixt  Charles  the   Fifth  and   Clenard  the 

Grammarian. 

4.  Betwixt  Locke  and  Montaigne. 

5.  The  Vicar  of  Bray  and  Sir  Thomas  More. 

6.  Oliver  Cromwell  and  his  Porter. 

If  thefe  pieces  were  published,  Prior  would  appear  to  be  as 
good  a  profe-writer  as  a  poet.  It  feems  to  be  growing  a  little 
fafhionable  to  decry  bis  great  merits  as  a  poet.  They  who  do  this 
feem  not  fufficiently  to  have  attended  to  his  admirable  Ode  to 
Mr.  Charles  Montague,  afterwards  Earl  of  Halifax  ;  his  Ode  to 
the  Q«etn,  1706;  his  Epilllc  and  Ode  to  Boileau;  mod  of  his 
Tales;  the  Alma,  here  mentioned;  the  Henry  and  Emma  (in 
which  furtly  are  many  ilrokes  of  true  tenderuefs  and  pathos)  ; 
and  his  Solomon,  a  poe:n  which,  however  faulty  in  its  plan,  has 
\et  very  many  noble  and  finifhed  pafl'ages,  and  which  has  been  fo 
elegantly  and  clalfically  tranflated  by  Dobion,  as  to  reflect  honour 
on  the  college  of  Winchester,  where  he  Was  educated,  and  where 
he  tranflated  the  full  book  as  a  fchool-exercife.  I  once  heard  him 
lament,  that  he  had  not  at  that  time  read  Lucretius,  which  would 
have  given  a  riYhnefs,  and  variety,  and  force  to  his  vcrfes ;  the 

only 
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Our  Friend  Dan  Prior  told  (you  know) 
A  Tale  extremely  a  propos : 

Name  a  Town  Life,  and  in  a  trice,  155 

He  had  a  Story  of  two  Mice. 

Once 

NOTES. 

only  fault  of  which,  feems  to  be  a  monotony  and  want  of  different 
paufes,  occafioned  by  tranflating  a  poem  in  ihyme,  which  he 
avoided  in  his  Milton.  It  is  one  mark  of  a  poem  being  intrin- 
fically  good,  that  it  is  capable  of  being  well  tranflated.  The 
political  conduct  of  Prior  was  blamed  on  account  of  the  part  he 
took  in  the  famous  Partition-Treaty  ;  but  in  fome  valuable  me- 
moirs of  his  life,  written  by  the  Honourable  Mr.  Montague,  his 
friend,  which  were  alfo  in  the  pofTcffion  of  the  Dutchefs  Dowager 
of  Portland,  this  conduct  is  clearly  accounted  for,  and  amply  de- 
fended. In  thofe  memoirs  are  many  curious  and  interefting  par- 
ticulars of  the  hiflory  of  that  time. 

This  beautiful  fable,  not  fo  much  now  admired,  becaufe  fo  well 
known,  is  not  in  the  collection  of  thofe  called  uEfop's,  whofe 
compofition  it  certainly  was,  as  appears  from  the  collection  of  the 
fragments  of  Babrius,  which  the  learned  Mr.  Tyrrwhit  publifhed, 
and  which  are  a  moil  valuable  curicfity.  Warton. 

The  reader,  perhaps,  will  be  pleafed  to  perufe  the  following 
letter  from  Prior;  the  original  of  which  is  among  the  Townfend 
Papers,  communicated  by  the  kindnefs  of  Mr.  Coxe.  At  the  time 
when  Pope  paid  Prior  this  compliment,  Prior  was  envoy  at  Paris. 

"  My  Lord,  Fonta'mbkau,  Oct.  —  17  14. 

u  I  am  fure  you  will  not  think  I  make  a  compliment  of  form 
only,  when  I  congratulate  you  on  the  honour  of  being  Secretary 
of  State;  for,  bond  fide,  I  had  rather  you  had  the  feals  than  any 
man  in  England,  except  myfe/f,  and  I  wifh  you  mo  ft  fincerely  all 
fatisfadtion  and  profperity  in  the  courfe  of  your  bufuiefs,  and  in 
every  part  of  your  private  life.  I  need  not  aflc  you  for  your 
favour,  for  taking  it  for  granted  that  you  think  me  an  honeft  man, 
I  aflure  myfelf  of  every  thing  from  you  that  is  good-natured  and 
generous.  How  I  am,  or  am  not  to  be,  here,  or  when  I  am  to 
be  reqalled,  your  Lordfhip  will  fooneft  know.  Pray,  my  Lord, 
do  me  all  the  good  you  can,  and  if,  as  we  fay  here,  the  names  of 
I  party 
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Rufticus  urbanum  murem  mus  paupere  fertur 
Accepifle  cavo,  veterem  vetus  hofpes  amicum ; 
Afper,  et  attentus  qucefitis  ;  ut  tamen  ardlum 
Solveret  hofpitiis  animum.  quid  multa  ?  ncque  illi 
Sepofiti  ciceris,  nee  longas  invidit  avenas  : 
Aridum  ore  ferens  acinum,  femefaque  lardi 
Frufta  dedit,  cupiens  varia  faflidia  ccena 
Vincere  tangentis  male  fingula  dente  fuperbo  : 
Cum  pater  ipfe  domus  palea  porre&us  in  horna, 
Eflet  ador  loliumque,  dapis  meliora  relinquens. 
Tandem  urbanus  ad  hunc,Quid  te  juvat,inquit,  amice, 
Praerupti  nemoris  patientem  vivere  dorfo  ? 
Vin'  tu  homines  urbemque  feris  praeponere  fylvis  ? 
Carpe  viam  (mihi  crede)  comes  :  terreflria  quando 
Mortales  animas  vivunt  fortita,  neque  ulla  eft, 
Aut  magno  aut  parvo,  lethi  fuga.  quo,  bone,  circa, 
Dum  licet,  in  rebus  jucundis  vive  beatus  : 
Vive  memor  quam  fis  aevi  brevis.     Hacc  ubi  dicla 

Agreftem 

NOTES. 

party  and  faftion  are  to  be  loft,  pray  get  ine  pricked  down  for 
one  of  the  firit  that  is  defirous  to  come  into  fo  happy  an  agree- 
ment ;  and  as  I  know  fo  good  a  defign  as  the  obtaining  an  enfuing 
Peace*,  fuits  admirably  well  with  the  fweetnefs  of  your  Lord- 
fliip's  temper,  I'll  take  my  oath  on  it,  it  graduates  extremely  well 
with  my  prefent  difpofition  and  circumftances.  I  cannot  prefume 
to  hope  the  happinefs  of  feeing  you  very  foon,  for  though  I  fhould 
be  recalled  to-morrow,  I  mail  favour  fo  llrong  of  a  French  court, 
that  I  muft  make  my  quarantine  in  fume  Ktntim  village,  before  I 
dare  come  near  the  Cockpit. 

In  every  place  and  eftate,  I  am, 

My  Lord,  &c.  &c. 

M.  Prior, 
•  The  Peace  of  Uuxcht. 
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Once  on  a  time  (fo  runs  the  Fable) 
A  Country  Moufe,  right  hofpitable, 
ReceiVd  a  Town  Moufe  at  his  Board, 
Juft  as  a  Farmer  might  a  Lord.  160 

A  frugal  Moufe  upon  the  whole, 
Yet  lov'd  his  Friend,  and  had  a  Soul, 
Knew  what  was  handfome,  and  would  do't, 
On  juft  occafion,  coute  qui  coute. 
He  brought  him  Bacon  (nothing  lean)  165 

Pudding,  that  might  have  pleas'd  a  Dean ; 
Cheefe,  fuch  as  Men  in  Suffolk  make, 
But  wifh'd  it  Stilton  for  his  fake ; 
Yet,  to  his  Gueft  tho*  no  way  fparing, 
He  eat  himfelf  the  rind  and  paring.  170 

Our  Courtier  fcarce  could  touch  a  bit, 
But  fhow'd  his  Breeding  and  his  Wit ; 
He  did  his  bed  to  feem  to  eaf, 
And  cry'd,  "  I  vow  you're  mighty  neat. 
"  But  Lord,  my  Friend,  this  favage  Scene!  175 

■"  For  God's  fake,  come,  and  live  with  Men : 
w  Confider,  Mice,  like  Men,  mult  die, 
"  Both  imall  and  great,  both  you  and  I : 
"  Then  fpend  your  life  in  Joy  and  Sport, 
"  (This  Doctrine,  Friend,  I  learnt  at  Court.)"     180 

The 

NOTF  3. 

Ver.  177.  like  Men,  mujl  die,}  The  Parody  on  Dryden's 
Poem  on  the  Hind  and  Panther,  alluding  to  the  City  and  Country 
Moufe,  was  the  firft  of  Prior's  performances,  in  couju&ion  with 
his  friend  Montague.  Warton. 
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Agreftem  pepulere,  domo  levis  exfilit :  inde 
Ambo  propofitum  peragunt  iter,  urbis  aventes 
Moenia  noclurni  fubrepere.  jamque  tenebat 
Nox  medium  coeli  fpatium,  cum  ponit  uterque 
In  locuplete  domo  veftigia :  rubro  ubi  cocco 
Tincta  fuper  lectos  canderet  veftis  eburnos  ; 
Multaque  de  magna  fupereffent  fercula  ccena, 
Ouae  procul  exftruclis  inerant  heflerna  caniftris. 
Ergo  ubi  purpurea  porrectum  in  vefte  locavit 
Agreftem  ;  veluti  fuccinctus  curfitat  hofpes, 
Continuatque  dapes :  nee  non  verniliter  ipfis 
Fungitur  officiis,  prselibans  omne  quod  affert. 
Ule  cubans  gaudet  mutata.  forte,  bonifque 

Rebus 
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The  veriefl  Hermit  in  the  Nation 
May  yield,  God  knows,  to  flrong  temptation. 
Away  they  come,  through  thick  and  thin, 
To  a  tall  houfe  near  Lincoln's  Inn ; 
('Twas  on  the  night  of  a  Debate,  185 

When  all  their  Lordfhips  had  fate  late.) 

Behold  the  place,  where  if  a  Poet 
Shin'd  in  Defcription,  he  might  fhow  it ; 
Tell  how  the  Moon-beam  trembling  falls, 
And  tips  with  Silver  all  the  walls ;  190 

Palladian  walls,  Venetian  doors, 
Grotefco  roofs,  and  Stucco  floors : 
But  let  it  (in  a  word)  be  faid,  -^ 

The  Moon  was  up,  and  Men  a-bed,  > 

The  Napkins  white,  the  Carpet  red ;  1 95  J 

The  Guefts  withdrawn  had  left  the  Treat, 
And  down  the  Mice  fate,  tete  a  tete. 

Our  Courtier  walks  from  dim  to  dim, 
Tafles  for  his  Friend  of  Fowl  and  Fim  ; 
Tells  all  their  names,  lays  down  the  law,  200 

u  Que  fa  efi  bo?i  I     Ah  gouter  gal 
**  That  Jelly's  rich,  this  Malmfey  healing, 
"  Pray,  dip  your  Whifkers  and  your  Tail  in." 
Was  ever  fuch  a  happy  Swain  ? 
He  fluffs  and  fwills,  and  fluffs  again.  205 

"  Pm  quite  afham'd — 'tis  mighty  rude 
"  To  eat  fo  much — but  all's  fo  good. 
"  I  have  a  thoufand  thanks  to  give — 
"  My  Lord  alone  knows  how  to  live." 

No 
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Rebus  agit  Iaetum  convivam  :  cum  fubito  ingens 
Valvarum  ftrepitus  le&is  excuffit  utrumque. 
Currere  per  totum  pavidi  conclave ;  magifque 
Exanimes  trepidare,  fimul  domus  alta  MoIofTis 
Perfonuit  canibus.  turn  rufticus,  Haud  mihi  vita 
Eft  opus  hac,  ait,  et  valeas  :  me  fylva,  cavufque 
Tutus  ab  infidiis  tenui  folabitur  ervo. 
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No  fooner  faid,  but  from  the  Hall  210 

Rufh  Chaplain,  Butler,  Dogs  and  all : 

"  A  Rat!  a  Rat!  clap  to  the  door" — 

The  Cat  comes  bouncing  on  the  floor. 

O  for  the  heart  of  Homer's  Mice, 

Or  Gods  to  fave  them  in  a  trice !  215 

(It  was  by  Providence  they  think, 

For  your  damn'd  Stucco  has  no  chink.) 

"  An't  pleafe  your  Honour,"  quoth  the  Peafant, 

"  This  fame  DefTert  is  not  fo  pleafant : 

"  Give  me  again  my  hollow  Tree,  220 

"  A  Cruft  of  Bread,  and  Liberty!" 


VOL.  VI.  D 
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LIBER     IV. 
ODE    I. 

AD    VENEREM. 

tntermissa,  Venus,  diu 

Rurfus  bella  moves  ?  parce,  precor,  precor. 
Non  fum  qualis  eram  bonaa 

Sub  regno  Cynaras.  define,  dulcium 
Mater  fseva  Cupidinum, 

Circa  luflra  decern  flectere  mollibus 
Jam  durum  imperiis :  abi 

Quo  blandae  juvenum  te  revocant  preces. 
Tempeftivius  in  domum 

Pauli,  purpureis  ales  oloribu?, 

Com- 
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BOOK     IV*. 
ODE     I. 

TO    VENUS. 

a  gain?  new  Tumults  in  my  breaft ? 

Ah  fpare  me,  Venus !  let  me,  let  me  reft  ? 
I  am  not  now,  alas !  the  man 

As  in  the  gentle  Reign  of  My  Queen  Anne. 
Ah  found  no  more  thy  foft  alarms,  5 

Nor  circle  fober  Fifty  with  thy  Charms. 
Mother  too  fierce  of  dear  Defires ! 

Turn,  turn  to  willing  hearts  your  wanton  fires. 
To  Number  Jive  direct  your  Doves, 

There  fpread  round  Murray  all  your  blooming 
Loves;  10 

Noble 

NOTES. 

*  This  and  the  unfinifhed  imitation  of  the  ninth  Ode  of  the 
fourth  Book  which  follows,  mew  as  happy  a  vein  for  managing 
the  Odes  of  Horace  as  the  EpilUes.  Warburton. 

It  may  be  worth  obferving,  that  the  meafure  Pope  has  here 
chofen,  is  precifely  the  fame  that  Ben  Jonfon  ufed  in  a  tranflation 
of  this  very  Ode  ;   Folio,  p.  268.  Warton. 

Ver.  9.  Number  Jive,]  The  Number  of  Murray's  Lodgings  in 
King's  Bench  Walks.  Cibber's  facetious  lines  may  be  here  quoted, 
written  in  ridicule  of  Pope's  "  So  lov'd,fo  honor' d  as  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  :" 

"  Perfuafion  tips  his  tongue  whene'er  he  talks, 

"  And  he  has  Lodgings  in  the  King's  Bench  Walks!" 

D  2 
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Commifiabere  Maximi; 

Si  torrere  jecur  quseris  idoneum. 
Namque  et  nobilis,  et  decens, 

'  Et  pro  folicitis  non  tacitus  reis, 
Et  centum  puer  artium, 

Late  figna  feret  militias  tuas. 
Et,  quandoque  potentior 

Largis  muneribus  riferit  aemuli, 
Albanos  prope  te  lacus 

Ponet  marmoream  fub  trabe  citrea. 
lllic  plurima  naribus 

Duces  thura ;  lyraeque  et  Berecynthiae 
Deleclabere  tibire 

Miilis  carminibuSj  non  fine  fiftuLi. 
Illic  bis  pueri  die 

Numen  cum  teneris  virginibus  tuum 
Laudantes,  pede  candido 

In  morem  Salium  ter  quatient  humum. 

Me 
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Noble  and  young,  who  (takes  the  heart 

With  ev'ry  fprightly,  ev'ry  decent  part ; 
Equal,  the  injur'd  to  defend, 

To  charm  the  Miftrefs,  or  to  fix  the  Friend. 
He,  with  a  hundred  Arts  refin'd,  15 

Shall  ftretch  thy  conquefts  over  half  tha  kind  : 
To  him  each  Rival  mall  fubmit, 

Make  but  his  Riches  equal  to  his  Wit, 
Then  fhall  thy  Form  the  Marble  grace, 

(Thy  Grecian  Form)  and  Chloe  lend  the  Face :  20 
His  Houfe,  embofom'd  in  the  Grove, 

Sacred  to  focial  life  and  focial  love, 
Shall  glitter  o'er  the  pendent  green, 

Where  Thames  reflects  the  vifionary  fcene: 
Thither,  the  filver-founding  lyres  25 

Shall  call  the  fmiling  Loves,  and  young  Defires ; 
There,  ev'ry  Grace  and  Mufe  fhall  throng, 

Exalt  the  dance,  or  animate  the  fong ; 
There  Youths  and  Nymphs,  in  confort  gay, 

Shall  hail  the  rifing,  clofe  the  parting  day.  30 

With 

NOTES. 

Ver.  18.  Make  but  his  Riches,  iffc.~\  Seward  lias  an  anecdote  of 
Lord  Mansfield,  refpecting  the  difficulties  of  his  early  life  ;  I  know 
not  what  foundation  there  is  for  it.  He  fays,  that  Murray,  ac- 
quainting Lord  Foley,  that  he  feared  he  mult  give  up  the  law, 
and  go  into  orders,  on  account  of  his  (lender  income  ;  Lord  Foley 
generoufly  requefted  his  acceptance  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year. 

Ver.  a  1.  His  Houfe,  £f?r.]  This  alludes  to  Mr.  Murray's  in- 
tention at  one  time  of  taking  the  leafe  of  Pope's  houfe  and 
grounds  at  Twickenham,  before  he  became  fo  diftinguifhed. 

»3 
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Me  nee  fcemina,  nee  puer 

Jam,  nee  fpes  animi  credula  mutui, 
Nee  certare  juvat  mero, 

Nee  vincire  novis  tempora  floribus. 
Sed  cur,  heu  !  Ligurine,  cur 

Manat  rara  meas  lacryma  per  genas  ? 
Cur  facunda  parum  decoro 

Inter  verba  cadit  lingua  filentio  ? 

Nocturnis 
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With  me,  alas !  thofe  joys  are  o*er ; 

For  me,  the  vernal  garlands  bloom  no  more. 
Adieu !  fond  hope  of  mutual  fire, 

The  flill-believing,  ftill-renew'd  defire ; 
Adieu!  the  heart-expanding  bowl,  35 

And  all  the  kind  Deceivers  of  the  foul ! 
But  why  ?  ah  tell  me,  ah  too  dear ! 

Steals  down  my  cheek,  th*  involuntary  Tear  ? 
Why  words  fo  flowing,  thoughts  fo  free, 

Stop,  or  turn  nonfenfe,  at  one  glance  of  thee  ?    40 
Thee,  dreft  in  Fancy's  airy  beam, 

Abl'ent  I  follow  through  th*  extended  Dream  ; 
Now,  now  I  feize,  I  clafp  thy  charms, 

And  now  you  burft  (ah  cruel!)  from  my  arms ; 

And 

K  OT  ES. 

Ver.  33.  fond  hope  of  mutual  jtret~\    This    related  to    Marthz* 
Blount,  for  whom  Pope  felt,  till  the  day  of  his  death, 

"  Still  believing,  dill  renew'd  defire." 
This  is  natural :  we  cannot  fo  well  reconcile  our  imagination  to 
the  idea  of  Pope,  over  the 

"  Heart-expanding  bowl ;" 
but  it  is  a  fact,  that  foon  after  his  initiation  into  the  gay  world  by 
Bolingbroke,  he  afFedted  the  Ion  vlvant.  He  prides  himfelf  upon 
being  "  the  gayeft  valctudinaire,"  moft  thinking  rake  alive.  Some 
of  his  letters,  the  original  of  which  are  in  my  hands,  to  Martha 
Blount,  feem  to  have  been  written  immediately  after  he  had  left 
the  "  focial  board,"  at  Lord  Cobham's ;  and  are  full  of  that  in- 
flated fondnefs  which  at  fuch  a  time  might  be  fuppofed  to  have 
reigned  in  his  heart,  and  to  have  dictated  language  he  would  not 
have  written  otherwife. 

Ver.  37.  ah  tell  me,  ah  too  dear!'}    It  was  in  the  original, 
**  But  why,  my  Patty,  ah  too  dear!" 

D4 
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No&urnis  te  ego  fomniis 

Jam  captum  teneo,  jam  volucrem  fequor 
Te  per  gramma  Martii 

Campi,  te  per  aquas,  dure,  volubiles. 
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And  fwiftly  fhoot  along  the  Mall,  45 

Or  foftly  glide  by  the  Canal, 
Now  fhown  by  Cinthia's  filver  ray, 

And  now,  on  rolling  waters  fnatchM  away. 


This  Is  a  mofl  beautiful  compofition,  notwithflanding  it  may 
appear  fomcwhat  exceptionable,  confidering  the  author's  age,  and 
character. 

The  exprefiion 

«  And  Chloe  lend  the  Face," 
and  the  line 

"  To  him  each  Rival  mall  fubmit," 
alludes  to  his  having  been  rejected  by  a  Lady,  on  account  of  his 
want  of  income  :  hence  Pope,  in  another  place,  fpeaking  of  the 
fame  Lady,  fays, 

"  See  Chloe,  deaf  to  honour,  learning,  worth, 
"  Wed  the  rich  dulnefs  of  fome  Son  of  Earth." 
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L  I  B  E  R    IV. 

ODE    IX. 

■j^j  e  forte  credas  interitura,  qua^ 

Longe  fonantem  natus  ad  Aufidum 
Non  ante  vulgatas  per  artes 
Verba  loquor  focianda  chordis. 
Non,  fi  prfores  Masonius  tenet 
Scdes  Homerus,  PiridariccC  latent 
Ceaeque,  et  Alcsei  minaces 

Stefichorique  graves  Camenas : 
Nee,  ii  quid  olim  lufit  Anacreon, 
Delevit  retas :  fpirat  adhuc  amor, 
Vivuntque  commiffi  calores 
iEolise  fidibus  puellce. 

Vi'xere  fortes  ante  Agamemnona 
Multi ;  fed  omnes  illacrymabiles 
Urgentur,  ignotique  longa 
Nocte,  carent  quia  vate  facro. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  8.  Original — Stefichorique  graves']  The  lofs  of  die  works 
of  no  two  writers  is  perhaps  more  to  be  lamented  than  of  Steli- 
ihortis  and  Menander.  The  former  is  thus  characterized  by  Quin- 
tilian.  1.  io.  "  Stefichorus  quam  fit  Ingenio  validus,  materia^  quoq. 
oftendunt,  maxima  beila  et  clariffimos  duces  cancntem,  et  eptci 
carta  in  is  oncra  Lyra  SuftioeDtcm.  Reddit  enim  perfonis  in  agendo 
fimtil  loqiiendoque  debitam  dignitatem  ;  ac  fi  tenuiffet  modum, 
ur  cmulari  proximu8  Homernm  potuifTe."  Of  the  fragments 
cf  Menander,  fee  a  paper  in  the  Adventurer,  vol.  iv.  Wap.ton. 
i 
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PART  OF  THE  NINTH  ODE 

OF  THE  FOURTH  BOOK. 

A    FRAGMENT. 

test  you  mould  think  that  verfe  fhall  die, 
J  Which  founds  the  Silver  Thames  along, 

Taught  on  the  wings  of  Truth  to  fly 
Above  the  reach  of  vulgar  fong  5 

Tho'  daring  Milton  fits  fublime,  5 

In  Spencer  native  Mufes  play  ; 
Nor  yet  mall  Waller  yield  to  time, 

Nor  penfive  Cowley's  moral  lay — 

Sages  and  Chiefs  long  fince  had  birth 

Ere  Casfar  was,  or  Newton  nam'd  ;  10 

Thofe  rais'd  new  Empires  o'er  the  Earth, 

And  Thefe,  new  Heav'ns  and  Syftems  fram'd. 

Vain  was  the  Chief's,  the  Sage's  pride ! 

They  had  no  Poet,  and  they  dy'd. 
In  vain  they  fchem'd,  in  vain  they  bled!  15 

They  had  no  Poet,  and  are  dead. 


Ver.  6.  In  Spencer~\  How  much  this  author  was  his  favourite 
from  his  early  to  his  later  years,  will  appear  from  what  he  faid  to 
Mr.  Spence,  from  whofe  Anecdotes  I  tranfcribe  literally  this  paf- 
fage  :  **  There  is  fomething  in  Spencer  that  pleafes  one  as  ftrongly 
in  one's  old  age  as  it  did  in  one's  youth.  I  read  the  Fairy  Queen 
when  I  was  about  twelve  with  a  vaft  deal  of  delight ;  and  I  think 
it  gave  me  as  much  when  I  read  it  over  about  a  year  or  two  ago." 

Warton. 

Ver.  13.  I  fear  we  muft  fubfcribe  to  Warton's  opinion,  that 
"  Pope  has  formed  an  Epigram,  inftead  of  giving  us  the  manly 
plain  fenfe  of  Horace." 


MEMOIRS 


OF    TH  E 


EXTRAORDINARY    LIFE,    WORKS,    AND    DISCOVERIES, 


OF 


MARTINUS  SCRIBLERUS. 


This  life  of  the  folemn  and  abfurd  pedant,  Dr.  Scriblerus,  of 
which  Johnfon  fpeaks  too  contemptuoufly,  and  fays  it  is  taken 
from  the  Hiftory  of  Ouffle,  is  the  only  true  and  genuine  imitation 
we  have  in  our  language  of  the  ferious  and  pompous  manner  of 
Cervantes  ;  for  it  is  not  tafy  to  fay,  why  Fielding  mould  call  hi* 
Jofeph  Andrews  *,  excellent  as  it  is,  an  imitation  of  his  manner. 

Don  Quixote  is  in  truth  the  moft  original  and  unrivalled  work 
of  modern  times.  The  great  art  of  Cervantes  con  fids  in  having 
painted  his  mad  hero  with  fuch  a  number  of  amiable  qualities,  as 
to  make  it  impofiible  for  us  totally  to  defpife  him.  This  light  and 
made  in  drawing  characters  fhews  the  mailer.  It  is  thus  Addifoa 
has  reprefented  his  Sir  Roger,  and  Shakelpear  his  Falftaff.  How- 
great  muft  be  the  native  force  of  Cervantes's  humour,  when  it  can 
be  relifhed  by  readers,  even  unacquainted  with  Spanifli  manners, 
with  the  inftitution  of  chivalry,  and  with  the  many  pafiages  of  old 
romances  and  Italian  poems,  to  which  it  perpetually  alludes. 

There  are  three  or  four  celebrated  works  that  bear  a  great 
refemblance,  and  have  a  turn  of  fatire  fimilar  to  that  of  thefc 
Memoirs :  The  Barbon  of  Baliac  ;  The  Life  of  Montmanr,  by 
Menage  and  others ;  the  Chef  d  CEuvre  d'un  Inconnu  of  Matha- 
nafe;  and  La  Charlatanerie  des  Savans  of  Menken.        Wakton. 

*  Jofeph  Andrews  was  written  to  ridicule  Richardfon's  Pamela,  and  the 
publication  gave  Richardlbn  confide! able  chagrin. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Jn  the  Reign  of  Qiieen  Anne,  (which,  notwith- 
standing thofe  *  happy  Times  which  fucceeded, 
every  Englifnman  may  remember,)  thou  may'ft  pof- 
fibly,  gentle  Reader,  have  feen  a  certain  venerable 
Perfon  who  frequented  the  outfide  of  the  palace  of 
St.  James's*,  and  who,  by  the  Gravity  of  his  Deport- 
ment and  Habit,  was  generally  taken  for  a  decayed 
Gentleman  of  Spain.  His  flature  was  tall,  his  vifage 
long,  his  complexion  olive,  his  brows  were  black  and 
even,  his  eyes  hollow  yet  piercing,  his  nofe  inclined 
to  aquiline,  his  beard  neglected  and  mixed  with  grey: 
All  this  contributed  to  fpread  a  folemn  Melancholy 
over  his  countenance.  Pythagoras  was  not  more 
filent,  Pyrrho  more  motionlefs,  nor  Zeno  more 
auftere*  His  wig  was  black  and  fmocth  as  the 
plumes  of  a  Raven,  and  hung  as  ftraight  as  the  hair 
of  a  River  God  rifing  from  the  water.  His  Cloak  fo 
completely  covered  his  whole  perfon,  that  whether 
or  no  he  had  any  other  clothes  (much  lefs  any  linen) 
under  it,  I  fhall  not  fay  j  but  his  fword  appeared  a 
full  yard  behind  him,  and  his  manner  of  wearing  it 
was  fo  ftiff,  that  it  feemed  grown  to  his  Thigh.  His 
whole  figure  was  fo  utterly  unlike  any  thing  of  this 

*  Ironical. 

vol.  vi«  s  world, 
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world,  that  it  was  not  natural  for  any  man  to  afk  him 
a  queftion  without  blefTmg  himfelf  firft.  Thofe  who 
never  faw  a  Jefuit,  took  him  for  one,  and  others  be- 
lieved him  fome  High  Priefl  of  the  Jews. 

But  under  this  macerated  form  was  concealed  a 
Mind  replete  with  Science,  burning  with  a  zeal  of 
benefiting  his  fellow-creatures,  and  filled  with  an 
honefl  confeious  pride,  mixed  with  a  fcorn  of  doing 
or  fufFering  the  leaft  thing  beneath  the  dignity  of  a 
Philofopher.  Accordingly  he  had  a  foul  that  would 
not  let  him  accept  of  any  offers  of  Charity,  at  the 
fame  time  that  his  body  feemed  but  too  much  to 
require  it.  His  lodging  was  in  a  fmall  chamber  up 
four  pair  of  flairs,  where  he  regularly  paid  for  what 
he  had  when  he  eat  or  drank ;  and  he  was  often 
obferved  wholly  to  abflain  from  both.  He  declined 
fpeaking  to  any  one,  except  the  Queen,  or  her  firft 
Minifler,  to  whom  he  attempted  to  make  fome  ap- 
plications ;  but  his  real  bufmefs  or  intentions  were 
utterly  unknown  to  all  men.  Thus  much  is  certain, 
that  he  was  obnoxious  to  the  Queen's  Miniftry  ',  who,  ■ 
either  out  of  Jealoufy  or  Envy,  had  him  fpirited  away, 
and  carried  abroad  as  a  dangerous  perfon,  without 
any  regard  to  the  known  Laws  of  the  Kingdom. 

One  day,  as  this  Gentleman  was  walking  about 
dinner-time  alone  in  the  Mall,  it  happened  that  a 
Manufcript  dropt  from  under  his  cloak,  which  my 
fervant  picked  up,  and  brought  to  me.  It  was  written: 
in  the  Latin  tongue,  and  contained  many  mofl  pro- 
found 
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found  fecrets,  in  an  unufual  turn  of  reafoning  and 
ftyle.  The  firft  leaf  was  infcribed  with  thefe  words, 
Codiciilus,  feu  Liber  Memorialise  Martini  Scribleri. 
The  Book  was  of  fo  wonderful  a  nature,  that  it  is 
incredible  what  a  defire  I  conceived  that  moment  to 
be  acquainted  with  the. Author,  who  I  clearly  per- 
d  was  fome  great  Philofopher  in  difguife.  I 
feveral  times  endeavoured  to  fpeak  to  hlmi  which  he 
as  often  induftrioufiy  avoided.  At  length  I  found  an 
opportunity  (as  he  flood  under  the  Piazza  by  the 
Dancing-room  in  St.  James's)  to  acquaint  him  in  the 
Latin  tongue,  that  his  Manufcript  was  fallen  into  my 
hands ;  and  faying  this,  I  prefented  it  to  him,  with 
great  Encomiums  on  the  learned  xiuthor.  Hereupon 
he  took  me  afide,  furveyed  me  over  with  a  fixed  at- 
tention, and  opening  the  clafps  of  the  Parchment 
cover,  fpoke  (to  my  great  furprize)  in  Englifh,  as 
follows : 

"  Courteous  ftranger,  whoever  thou  art,  I  em- 
"  brace  thee  as  my  bed:  friend ;  for  either  the  Stars 
"  and  my  Art  are  deceitful,  or  the  deftined  time  is 
*c  come  which  is  to  manifeft  Martinus  Scriblerus  to 
"  the  world,  and  thou  the  perfon  chofen  by  fate  for 
"  this  tafk.  What  thou  feeft  in  me  is  a  body  ex- 
"  haufted  by  the  labours  of  the  mind.  I  have  found 
"  in  Dame  Nature  not  indeed  an  unkind,  but  a  very 
"  coy  Miflrefs :  Watchful  nights,  anxious  days,  flen- 
"  der  meals,  and  endlefs  labours,  muft  be  the  lot  of 

e  2  «  all 


5*  INTRODUCTION. 

"  all  who  purfue  her,  through  her  labyrinths  and 
"  meanders.  My  firft  vital  air  I  drew  in  this  ifland 
"  (a  foil  fruitful  of  Philofophers,)  but  my  complexion 
"  is  become  aduft,  and  my  body  arid,  bv  vifiting 
"  lands  (as  the  Poet  has  it)  alio  fub  fob  calcr';*.  I 
*c  have,  through  my  whole  life,  paffed  under  feveral 
"  difguifes  and  unknown  names,  to  fcreen  myfelf 
"  from  the  envy  and  malice  which  mankind  exprefs 
"  againft  thofe  who  are  poiL-lfed  of  the  Arcanum 
"  Magnum.  But  at  prefent  I  am  forced  to  take 
"  Sanctuary  in  the  Britifh  Court,  to  avoid  the  Re- 
"  venge  of  a  cruel  Spaniard,  who  has  purfued  me 
"  almojft  through  the  whole  terraqueous  globe. 
**  Being  about  four  years  ago  in  the  City  of  Madrid 
"  in  quell:  of  natural  knowledge,  I  was  informed  of 
"  a  Lady  who  was  marked  with  a  Pomegranate  upon 
"  the  infide  of  her  right  Thigh,  which  bloflbmed, 
**  and,  as  it  were,  feemed  to  ripen  in  the  due  feaibn. 
u  Forthwith  was  I  polfeiTed  with  an  infafiable  curiofity 
**  to  view  this  wonderful  Phenomenon.  I  felt  the 
"  ardour  of  my  paflion  increafe  as  the  feafon  ad- 
"  vanced,  till,  in  the  month  of  July,  I  could  no 
"  longer  contain.  I  bribM  her  Duenna,  was  admitted 
"  to  the  bath,  faw  her  undrefs'd,  and  the  wonder 
"  difplayed.  This  was  foon  after  difcovered  by  the 
"  hufband,  who  finding  fome  letters  I  had  written  to 
"  the  Duenna,  containing  expreffions  of  a  doubtful 
"  meaning,  fufpecl:ed  me  of  a  crime  mod  alien  from 
u  the  Purity  of  my  Thoughts.     Incontinently  I  left 

"  Madrid 
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"  Madrid  by  the  advice  of  friends,  have  been  pur- 
"  fued,  dogged,  and  way-laid  through  feveral  Na- 
"  tions,  and  even  now  fcarce  think  myfelf  fecure 
M  within  the  facred  walls  of  this  Palace.  It  has 
"  been  my  good  fortune  to  have  feen  all  the  grand 
"  Phenomena  of  Nature,  excepting  an  Earthquake, 
"  which  I  waited  for  in  Naples  three  years  in  vain  j 
"  and  now  by  means  of  ,fome  Britiih  (hip  fwhofe 
M  Colours  no  Spaniard  dare  approach  *)  I  impatiently 
"  expect  a  fafe  paflage  to  Jamaica,  for  that  benefit. 
"  To  thee,  my  Friend,  whom  Fate  has  marked  for 
"  my  Hifloriographer,  I  leave  thefe  my  Commenta- 
f*  ries,  and  others  of  my  works.  No  more — be 
"  faithful  and  impartial/' 

He  foon  after  performed  his  promife,  and  left 
me  the  Commentaries,  giving  me  alfo  further  lights 
by  many  Conferences ;  when  he  was  unfortunately 
fnatched  away  (as  I  before  related)  by  the  jealoufy  of 
the  Queen's  Miniflry. 

Though  I  was  thus  to  my  eternal  grief  deprived  of 
his  converfation,  he  for  fome  years  continued  his 
Correfpondence,  and  communicated  to  me  many  of 

his 

*  The  nation  had  been  long  impatient  for  a  war  with  Spain  ; 
all  the  aggreffions,  infolencies,  and  threats  of  that  power  were  exag- 
gerated by  thofe  who  wifhed  to  inflame  the  paffions  of  the  people. 
At  length,  war  was  declared  in  1739,  which  fhews  the  time  thia 
ifiiroJo3ion  was  written. 

The  Memoirs  were  begun,  in  conjunction  with  Swift  and  Ar- 
buthnot,  in  the  time  of  Queen  Anne. 

*  3 
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his  Projects  for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  He  fent  me 
fome  of  his  Writings,  and  recommended  to  my  care 
the  recovery  of  others,  ftraggling  about  the  world, 
and  aflumed  by  other  men.  The  laft  time  I  heard 
from  him  was  on  occafion  of  his  Strictures  on  the 
Dunciad :  fince  when,  feveral  years  being  elapfed, 
I  have  reafon  to  believe  this  excellent  perfon  is  either 
dead,  or  carried  by  his  vehement  thirft  of  knowledge 
into  fome  remote,  or  perhaps  undifcovered  Region 
of  the  world.  In  either  cafe,  I  think  it  a  debt  no 
longer  to  be  delayed,  to  reveal  what  I  know  of  this 
Prodigy  of  Science,  and  to  give  the  hiftory  of  his 
life,  and  of  his  extenfive  merits  to  mankind ;  in  which 
I  dare  promife  the  Reader,  that  whenever  he  begins 
to  think  any  one  chapter  dull,  the  ftyle  will  be  im,- 
mediately  changed  in  the  next, 
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MARTINUS    SCRIBLERUS, 

BOOK  I.     CHAP.  I. 

OF  THE  PARENTAGE  AND  FAMILY  OF  SCRIBLERUS, 
HOW  HE  WAS  BEGOT,  WHAT  CARE  WAS  TAKEN 
OF  HIM  BEFORE  HE  WAS  BORN,  AND  WHAT  PRO- 
DIGIES ATTENDED  HIS  BIRTH, 

tn  the  City  of  Munfter  in  Germany,  lived  a  grave 
and  learned  Gentleman,  by  Profeffion  an  Anti- 
quary;   who,  among  all  his  invaluable  Curiofities, 
efteemed  none  more  highly,  than  a  Skin  of  the  true 

Per- 

Memoirs']  Mr.  Pope,  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  and  Dr.  Swift,  in  con- 
junction, formed  the  project  of  a  fatire  on  the  abufes  of  hnmaa 
learning  ;  and  to  make  it  the  better  received,  propofed  to  execute 
it  in  the  manner  of  Cervantes  (the  original  author  of  this  fpecies 
of  fatire),  under  a  continued  narrative  of  feigned  adventures.  They 
had  obferved  that  thofe  abufes  ltill  kept  their  ground  againit  all 
that  the  ableil  and  graved  Authors  ould  fay  to  difcredit  them  ; 
they  concluded  therefore,  the  force  of  ridicule  was  wanting  to 
quicken  their  difgrace  ;  and  ridicule  was  here  in  its  place,  when 
the  abufes  had  been  already  detected  by  fober  reafoning ;  and 
Truth  in  no  danger  to  fuffer  by  the  premature  ufe  of  fo  powerful 
.an  inllrument.  But  the  feparation  of  our  Author  and  his  friends, 
which  foon  after  happened,  with  the  death  of  erne,  and  the  infirm, 

e  4  met 
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Pergamenian  Parchment,  which  hung  at  the  upper 
end  of  his  hall.  On  this  was  curioufly  traced  the 
ancient  Pedigree  of  the  Scribler:,  with  all  their  Alli- 
ances and  collateral  Relations,  (among  which  were 
reckoned  Albertus  Magnus,  Paracelfus  Bombaftus, 
and  the  famous  Scaligers,  in  old  time  Princes  of 
Verona,)  and  deduced  even  from  the  times  of  the 
Elder  Pliny  to  Cornelius  Scriblerus :  for  fuch  was 
the  name  of  this  venerable  Perfonage ;  whofe  glory 
it  was,  that,  by  the  fingular  Virtue  of  the  Women, 
not  one  had  a  Head  of  a  different  Caft  from  his 
family. 

His  wife  was  a  Lady  of  fingular  beauty,  whom  not 
for  that  reafon  only  he  efpoufed,  but  becaufe  fhe  was 
undoubted  daughter  either  of  the  great  Scriverius,  or 
of  Gafper  Barthius.  It  happened  on  a  time,  the  faid 
Garpar  made  a  vifit  to  Scriverius  at  Harlem,  taking 
with  him  a  comely  Lady  of  his  acquaintance,  who 
was  fkilful  in  the  Greek  Tongue,  of  whom  the  learned 

Scriverius 

jtfes  of  the  other,  put  a  final  period  to  their  deiign,  when  they  had 
pnly  drawn  out  an  impr-rfee!  tfi"t;y  towards  it,  under  the  title  of 
The  Firft  Book  of  the  Memoirs  of  Scriblerus. 

Moral  fatire  never  loil  more  than  in  the  defeat  of  this  project; 
in  the  execution  of  which,  each  of  this  illultrrous  triumvirate  would 
have  found  txeicife  for  his  own  peculiar  talent ;  befides  conftant 
employment  for  thofe  they  ajl  had  in  common.  Dr.  Arbuthnot 
was  {killed  in  every  thing  which  related  to  feience ;  Mr.  Tope  was 
a  mailer  in  the  fine  arts  ;  and  Dr.  Swift  excelled  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  wot  Id.  Wit  tlicy  had  ail  in  equal  meafure,  and  in  a  mcafure 
fo  lar^e,  that  no  age  perhaps  ever  produced  three  men,  to  whom 
Nature  had  more  bountifully  bellowed  ft,  or  in  whom  Art  had 
brought  it  to  higher  perfection.  Warburion. 
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Scriverius  became  fo  enamoured,  as  to  inebriate  his 
friend,  and  be  familiar  with  his  Miftrefs,  I  am  not 
ignorant  of  what  "Columefius  affirms,  that  the  learned 
Barthius  was  not  fo  overtaken,  but  he  perceived  itj 
and  in  Revenge  fuffered  this  unfortunate  Gentle- 
woman to  be  drowned  in  the  Rhine  at  her  return. 
But  Mrs.  Scriblerus  (the  IiTue  of  that  Amour)  was  a, 
living  proof  of  the  falfehood  of  this  report.  Dr. 
Cornelius  was  farther  induced  to  his  marriage,  from 
the  certain  information  that  the  aforefaid  Lady,  the 
mother  of  his  wife,  was  related  to  Cardan  on  the 
father's  fide,  and  to  Aldrovandus  on  the  mother's : 
Befides  which,  her  Anceftors  had  been  profeffors  of 
Phyfick,  Aftrology,  or  Chemiftry,  in  German  Uni- 
verfities,  from  generation  to  generation. 

With  this  fair  Gentlewoman  had  our  Doctor  lived 
in  a  comfortable  Union  for  about  ten  years :  But  this 
our  fober  and  orderly  pair,  without  any  natural  in- 
firmity, and  with  a  conftant  and  frequent  compliance 
to  the  chief  duty  of  conjugal  life,  were  yet  unhappy, 
in  that  Heaven  had  not  blelfed  them  with  any  Iflue. 
This  was  the  utmoft  grief  to  the  good  man ;  efpecially 
confidering  what  exacl  Precautions  and  Methods  he 
had  ufed  to  procure  that  Blefling ;  for  he  never  had 
cohabitation  with  his  fpoufe,  but  he  pondered  on  the 
Rules  of  the  Ancients,  for  the  generation  of  Chil- 
dren of  Wit.     He  ordpred  his  diet  according  to  the 

pre- 

•  Columcfius  relates  this  from  Ifaac  Voffius,  in  his  Opufcul, 
p.  102.  Pope, 
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prefcription  of  Galen,  confining  himfelf  and  his  Wife 
for  almoft  the  whole  firft  year  to  b  Goat's  Milk  and 
Honey.  It  unfortunately  befel  her,  when  (lie  was 
about  four  months  gone  with  child,  to  long  for 
fomewhat,  which  that  Author  inveighs  againft  as  pre- 
judicial to  the  understanding  of  the  infant.  This  her 
hufband  thought  fit  to  deny  her,  affirming  it  was 
better  to  be  childlefs,  than  to  become  the  Parent  of 
a  Fool.  Kis  Wife  mifcarried  ;  but  as  the  Abortion 
proved  only  a  female  Foetus,  he  comforted  himfelf, 
that  had  it  arrived  to  perfection,  it  would  not  have 
anfwered  his  account ;  his  heart  being  wholly  fixed 
upon  the  learned  Sex.  However  he  difdained  not  to 
treafure  up  the  Embryo  in  a  Vial,  among  the  curio- 
fities  of  his  family, 

Having  difcovered  that  Galen's  prefcription  could 
not  determine  the  fex,  he  forthwith  betook  himfelf 
to  Ariftotle.  Accordingly  he  withheld  the  nuptial  em- 
brace when  the  wind  was  in  any  point  of  the  South  ; 
this  c  Author  aflerting  that  the  groffnefs  and  moiflure 
of  the  foutherly  winds  occafion  the  procreation  of 
females,  and  not  of  males.  But  he  redoubled  his 
diligence  when  the  wind  was  at  weft,  a  wind  on  which 
that  great  Philofopher  bellowed  the  Encomiums  of 
Fatner  of  the  Earth,  Breath  of  the  Elyfian  Fields, 
and  other  glorious  Elogies.  For  our  learned  man 
was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  Semina  out  of  which 

Animals 

b  Galen,  Lib.  dc  Cibis  boni  et  mali  fucci,  cap.  3.  Popf, 

«  AriiL  xiv.  Seft.  Prob.  5.  Pops, 
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Animals  are  produced,  are  Animalcula  ready  formed, 
and  received  in  with  the  Air d. 

Under  thefe  regulations,  his  wife,  to  his  unexpref- 
fible  joy,  grew  pregnant  a  fecond  time ;  and  (what 
was  no  fmall  addition  to  his  happinefs)  he  juft  then 
came  to  the  poffeffion  of  a  confiderable  Eftate  by  the 
death  of  her  Uncle,  a  wealthy  Jew  who  refided  at 
London.  This  made  it  neceffary  for  him  to  take  a 
journey  to  England ;  nor  would  the  care  of  his  pof* 
terity  let  him  fuffer  his  Wife  to  remain  behind  him. 
During  the  voyage,  he  was  perpetually  taken  up  on 
the  one  hand,  how  to  employ  his  great  Riches ;  and 
on  the  other,  how  to  educate  his  Child.  He  had 
already  determined  to  fet  apart  feveral  annual  Sums 
for  the  recovery  of  Manufcripts,  the  effoffion  of  Coins, 
the  procuring  of  Mummies  ;  and  for  all  thofe  curious 
difcoveries  by  which  he  hoped  to  become  (as  himfelf 
was  wont  to  fay)  a  fecond  Peirefiius*.  He  had 
already  chalked  out  all  poflible  fchemes  for  the  im- 
provement  of  a  male  child,  yet  was  fo  far  prepared 

for 

J  Religion  of  Nature,  Seel.  v.  Parag.  15.  Pope. 

The  ferioufnefs  with  which  this  (trange  opinion,  on  fo  myfterious 
a  point,  is  advanced,  very  well  deferved  this  ftroke  of  ridicule. 

Wap.  burton. 

c  His  life  was  elaborately  written  by  Peter  Gaflendus.  "  He 
was,"  fays  Bayle,  "  attorney-general  to  the  commonwealth  of 
literature  ;  he  encouraged  authors,  furnifhed  them  with  knowledge 
and  materials,  and  fpent  his  revenue  in  buying  or  retting  copies 
of  the  moil  fcarce  and  ufeful  monuments  ;  but  had  much  pedantry 
and  affedtation  about  him.     Balzac  highly  praifes  him." 

Warton, 
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for  the  worft  that  could  happen,  that  before  the 
months  were  expired,  he  had  compofed  two  Treatifes 
of  Education  ;   the  one  he  called,  A  Daughter's  \ 
rour9  and  the  other  A  Son's  Mon 

This  is  all  we  can  find  relating  to  Martinus,  while 
he  was  in  his  Mother's  womb,  excepting  that  he  was 
entertained  there  with  a  Concert  of  Mufic  once  in 
twenty-four  hours,  according  to  the  Cuftom  of  the 
Magi:  and  that  on  a  particular  day,  he  was  cb- 
ferved  to  leap  and  kick  exceedingly,  which  was  on 
the  firft  of  April,  the  birth-day  of  the  great  Bajilhis 
Valentinus. 

The  Truth  of  this,  and  every  preceding  Fact,  may 
be  depended  upon,  being  taken  literally  from  the 
Memoirs.  But  I  mud  be  fo  ingenuous  as  to  own, 
that  the  accounts  are  not  fo  certain  of  the  exact  time 
and  place  of  his  .birth.     As  to  the  firft,  he  had  the 

common 

f  Ramfay's  Cyrus.  Pope. 

It  was  with  judgment,  that  the  Authors  rather  chofe  to  ridicule 
the  modem  relator  of  this  ridiculous  practice,  than  the  Ancients, 
from  whence  he  took  it.  As  it  is  a  fare  iniUnce  of  folly,  when 
amongft  the  many  excellent  things  which  may  be  learned  from 
Antiquity,  we  find  a  modern  Writer  only  picking  out  their  ab- 
furdities.  War  burton, 

Ramfay  took  this  circumftance  from  the  feventeenth  book  of 
Strabo  :  "Other  men  begin  not  the  education  of  their  children 
till  after  they  are  born;  but  the  Magi  feemed  to  do  it  before. 
While  their  wives  were  with  child,  they  took  care  to  keep  them 
alwajs  in  tranquillity  and  perpetual  cheerfulnefs,  by  fweet  and 
innocent  amr.femcnts,  to  the  end,  that  from  the  mother's  womb 
the  fruit  might  receive  no  imptt.flions  but  what  were  pleafing, 
ful,  and  agreeable,  to  order."  Travels  of  Cv:.us,  v.  i.  p.  80. 
j  War  t  oh, 
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common  frailty  of  old  men,  to  conceal  his  age :  as 
to  the  fecond,  I  only  remember  to  have  heard  him 
fay,  that  he  fir(t  faw  the  light  in  St.  Giles's  Parifh. 
But  in  the  inveftigation  of  this  point,  Fortune  hath 
favoured  our  diligence.  For  one  day  as  I  was  paffing 
by  the  Seven  Dials,  I  overheard  a  difpute  concerning 
the  place  of  Nativity  of  a  great  Aftrologer,  which 
each  man  alleged  to  have  been  in  his  own  ftreet.  The 
circumftances  of  the  time,  and  the  defcription  of  the 
perfon,  made  me  imagine  it  might  be  that  univerfal 
Genius  whofe  life  I  am  writing.  I  returned  home, 
and  having  maturely  confidered  their  feveral  argu- 
ments, which  I  found  to  be  of  equal  weight,  I  quieted 
my  curiofity  with  this  natural  conclufion,  that  he  was 
born  in  fome  point  common  to  all  the  feven  fireets ; 
which  mud  be  that  on  which  the  column  is  now 
erected.  And  it  is  with  infinite  pleafure  that  I  fince 
find  my  conjecture  confirmed,  by  the  following  paf- 
fage  in  the  Codicil  to  Mr.  Neale's  Will : 

/  appoint  my  Executors  to  engrave  thexfolloiuing  In- 
fcription  on  the  Column  in  the  Centre  of  the  feven  Jlreets 

ivhich  I  erected. 

LOC.    NAT.    INCLVT.    PHILOS.    MAR.    SCR. 

But  Mr.  Neale's  order  was  never  performed,  becaufe 
the  Executors  durft  not  adminifter. 

Nor  was  the  Birth  of  this  great  man  unattended 
with  Prodigies :  He  himfelf  has  often  told  me,  that 

on 
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on  the  night  before  he  was  born,  Mrs.  Scriblerus 
dreamed  flie  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  huge  Ink-horn, 
out  of  which  iffued  feveral  large  ftreams  of  Ink,  as  it 
had  been  a  fountain.  This  dream  was  by  her  hufband 
thought  to  fignifyj  that  the  child  mould  prove  a  very 
voluminous  Writer.  Likewife  a  z  Crab-tree  that  had 
been  hitherto  barren,  appeared  on  a  fudden  laden 
with  a  vaft  quantity  of  Crabs :  This  fign  alfo  the  old 
gentleman  imagined  to  be  a  prognoftic  of  the  acute_ 
nefs  of  his  Wit.  A  great  fwarm  of  h  Wajps  played 
round  his  Cradle  without  hurting  him,  but  were  very 
troublefome  to  all  in  the  room  befides  :  This  feemed 
a  certain  prefage  of  the  effects  of  his  Satire.  A 
Dunghill  was  feen  within  the  fpace  of  one  night  to  be 
covered  all  over  with  Mujhrooms:  This  fome  inter- 
preted to  promife  the  infant  great  fertility  of  fancy, 
but  no  long  duration  to  his  works  \  but  the  Father 
was  of  another  opinion. 

But  what  was  of  all  mcfl  wonderful,  was  a  thing 
that  feemed  a  monflrous  Fowl,  which  juft  then  dropt 
through  thdtfcy-light,  near  his  wife's  apartment.  It 
had  a  large  body,  two  little  difproportioned  wings, 
a  prodigious  tail,  but  no  head.  As  its  colour  was 
white,  he  took  it  at  firft  fight  for  a  Swan,  and  was 
concluding  his  fon  would  be  a  Poet :  but  on  a  nearer 
view,  he  perceived  it  to  be  fpeckled  with  black,  in 
the  form  of  letters ;  and  that  it  was  indeed  a  Paper 

Kite 

k  VIrgil'8  Laurel.     Donat.  Pope. 

*  Plato,  Lucan,  &c.  Pops- 
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Kite  which  had  broke  its  leafh  by  the  impetuofity  of 
the  wind.  His  back  was  armed  with  the  Art  Mili- 
tary, his  belly  was  filled  with  Phyfick,  his  wings  were 
the  wings  of  Ouarles  and  Withers,  the  feveral  Nodes 
of  his  voluminous  tail  were  diverfified  with  feveral 
branches  of  Science ;  where  the  Doctor  beheld  with 
great  joy  a  knot  of  Logic,  a  knot  of  Mctaphyfick,  a 
knot  of  Cafuiitry,  a  knot  of  Polemical  Divinity,  and 
a  knot  of  Common  Law,  with  a  Lanthorn  of  Jacob 
Be h men  l. 

There  went  a  Report  in  the  family,  that,  as  foon 
as  he  was  born,  he  uttered  the  voice  of  nine  feveral 
animals  j  he  cried  like  a  Calf,  bleated  like  a  Sheep, 
chattered  like  a  Magpie,  grunted  like  a  Hog,  neighed 
like  a  Foal,  croaked  like  a  Raven,  mewed  like  a  Cat, 
gabbled  like  a  Goofe,  and  brayed  like  an  Afs.  And 
the  next  morning  he  was  found  playing  in  his  bed 
with  two  Owls,  which  came  down  the  chimney.  His 
Father  greatly  rejoiced  at  all  thefe  figns,  which  beto- 
kened the  variety  of  his  Eloquence,  and  the  extent  of 
his  Learning ;  but  he  was  more  particularly  pleafed 
with  the  laft,  as  it  nearly  refembled  what  happened 
at  the  birth  of  Homer  k. 

1  The  enthufiaflic  founder  of  the  German  and  Englifh  Method- 
ifts,  Muggktonians,  Hernhuters,  and  the  illuminated  Devotees  on 
the  Continent.  He  was  called  the  German  Theofophift.  He 
was  a  Taylor  at  Gorhtz.  War  ton. 

k  Vid.  Euftath.  in  Odyff.  1.  xii.  ex  Alex.  Paphia,  et  Leo.  Allat. 
de  patr.  Horn.  p.  45.  Pope. 
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CHAP.    II.  * 

THE  SPEECH  OF  CORNELIUS  OVER  HIS  SON,  AT  TH2 
HOUR  OF  HIS  BIRTH. 

"V!"  o  fooner  was  the  cry  of  the  Infant  heard,  but  the 
old  gentleman  rulhed  into  the  room,  and  match- 
ing it  in  his  arms  examined  every  limb  with  atten-< 

tioUi 

*  Mr.  Cambridge  fpeaks  thus  of  the  adventures  in  which  his 
own  Hero  is  engaged.      Preface,  p.  10. 

"  If  we  trace  him  book  by  book,  we  fiiall  find  him,  in  the  firft, 
an  enthufiaflie  admirer  of  the  Ancients,  defirous  to  imitate  their 
heroes  in  ac~tion,  and  their  writers  in  feutiment ;  and  in  this  his  ex- 
travagance does  not  exceed  that  of  Pomponius  Laetus,  Belurger, 
and  many  others.  He  there  appears  in  the  light  of  an  Antiquary, 
as  is  (hewn  by  the  collection  which  compofes  the  pile;  next  of  a 
Pedant,  by  his  fpeech  on  the  food  of  different  nations,  wherein  he 
pridts  himfelf  in  fhewing  what  Pope  calls, 

"  All  fuch  reading  as  was  nercr  read.'* 

The  fame  character  full  appears  in  his  fpeeches  c-n  Dreams  and  on 
Oracles.  After  tin's  he  is  feen  in  no  other  throughout  the  whole 
work  than  that  of  an  Alchymift.  For  three  whole  books  he  is  a 
mere  fpe&ator  and  admirer  of  the  follies  of  others.  In  thefecond, 
hh  rafhnefs  and  injudicious  curiofity  are  fet  forth  in  his  voyage  to 
fee  an  earthquake  ;  but  when  he  arrives  at  the  poetic  land,  it  ap- 
pears to  be  fo  little  to  his  tafte,  that  he  flies  from  it  immediately. 
In  the  nejxt  country  he  comes  to,  he  thews  no  genius  himfelf  for 
the  arts  of  the  place,  of  which  he  contents  himfelf  to  be  an  humble 
admirer.  He  projects  nothing  mechanical,  and  only  prefides  over 
fuch  games  as  his  companions  had  learned  from  the  Queen.  Thus 
are  various  abfurd  arts  introduced,  neceflary  to  the  completion  oF 
the  plan,  without  either  clogging  the  Hero's  character,  or  lofing 
fight  of  him  during  the  whole  adtion  ;  and  thus  it  is  evident  that 
Kcriblerus  appears  only  as  an  Antiquary,  Pedant,  and  Alchymill. 
The  two  firft  characters  are  almoft  infeparablr,  and  the  laft  cannot 
be  faid  to  be  incompatible  with  them." 
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tion.  He  was  infinitely  pleafed  to  find,  that  the  child 
had  the  Wart  of  Cicero,  the  wry  neck  of  Alexander, 
knots  upon  his  legs  like  Marius,  and  one  of  them 
fhorter  than  the  other  like  Agefilaus.  The  good 
Cornelius  alfo  hoped  he  would  come  to  flammer  like 
Demofthenes,  in  order  to  be  as  eloquent ;  and  in  time 
arrive  at  many  other  defects  of  famous  men.  He 
held  '  the  child  fo  long,  that  the  Midwife,  grown  out 
of  all  patience,  fnatched  it  from  his  arms,  in  order  to 
fwaddle  it.  "  Swaddle  him  i"  (quoth  he,)  "  far  be  it 
"  from  me  to  fubmit  to  fuch  a  pernicious  Cuftom ! 
"  Is  not  my  fon  a  Man  ?  and  is  not  Man  the  Lord  of 
<c  the  Univerfe  ?  Is  it  thus  you  ufe  this  Monarch  at 
"  his  firft  arrival  in  his  dominions,  to  manacle  and 
"  Ihackle  him  hand  and  foot  ?  Is  this  what  you  call 
"  to  be  free-born  ?  If  you  have  no  regard  to  his 
"  natural  Liberty,  at  leaft  have  fome  to  his  natural 
"  faculties.  Behold  with  what  agility  he  fpreadeth 
"  his  Toes,  and  moveth  them  with  as  great  variety 
"  as  his  Fingers !  a  power,  which  in  the  fmall  circle 
"  of  a  year  may  be  totally  abolifhed,  by  the  enor- 
"  mous  confinement  of  fhoes  and  (lockings.  His 
<c  Ears  (which  other  animals  turn  with  great  advan- 
*'  tage  towards  the  fonorous  object)  may,  by  the 
*'  miniftry  of  fome  accurfed  Nurfe,  for  ever  lie  flat 

"and 

1  Mod  happily  copied  by  Sterne,  that  true  difciple  of  Swift,  in 
the  fpeech  that  Triftram  Shandy  makes  over  his  fon  at  his  birth. 

Wart  ox, 

VOX..  VI.  F 
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"  and  immoveable.  Not  fo  the  Ancients,  they  could 
"  move  them  at  pleafure,  and  accordingly  are  often 
"  defcribed  arrettis  auribus"  "  What  a  devil  l" 
(quoth  the  Midwife,)  "  would  you  have  your  fon 
"  move  his  Ears  like  a  Drill  ?"  "  Yes,  fool,"  (faid 
he,)  "  why  mould  he  not  have  the  perfection  of  a 
"  Drill,  or  of  any  other  animal  ?"  Mrs.  Scriblerus, 
who  lay  all  this  while  fretting  at  her  hufband's  dif- 
courfe,  at  laft  broke  out  to  this  purpofe :  "  My  Dear, 
"  I  have  had  many  difputes  with  you  upon  this  fub- 
"  jec"t  before  I  was  a  month  gone :  We  have  but  one 
"  child,  and  cannot  afford  to  throw  him  away  upon 
"  experiments.  1*11  have  my  boy  bred  up  like  other 
"  gentlemen,  at  home,  and  always  under  my  own 
<c  eye."  All  the  Goffips  with  one  voice,  cried  "  Ay, 
"  ay;"  but  Cornelius  broke  out  in  this  manner: 
"  What,  bred  at  home !  Have  I  taken  all  this  pains 
"  for  a  creature  that  is  to  lead  the  inglorious  life  of 
*'  a  Cabbage,  to  fuck  the  nutritious  juices  from  the 
"  fpot  where  he  was  firfr.  planted  ?  No  ;  to  perambu- 
"  late  this  terraqueous  Globe  is  too  fmall  a  Range ; 
"  were  it  permitted,  he  mould  at  lcaft  make  the  tour 
"  of  the  whole  Syftem  of  the  Sun.  m  Let  other 
M  Mortals  pore  upon  Maps,  and  fwallow  the  n  legends 

"  of 

m  What  an  aficmblage  of  lbokes  of  true  wit  and  original  humour 
is  there  from  hence  to  the  end  of  this  chapter  ?  Wartox. 

n  Some  of  the  legends  of  u  lying  travellers"  are  not  unpleafing  to 
the  imagination,  fuch  as  Marco  Paulo's  description  of  the  terrible 

defert 
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of  lying  Travellers;  the  fon  of  Cornelius  mall 
make  his  own  Legs  his  Compares ;  with  thofe  he 
mail  meafure  Continents,  Iflands,  Capes,  Bays, 
Streights,  and  Iflhmus's  :  He  fhall  himfelf  take  the 
altitude  of  the  higheft  mountains,  from  the  peak 
of  Derby  to  the  peak  of  Teheriff;  when  he  has 
vifited  the  top  of  Taurus,  Imaus,  Caucafus,  and 
the  famous  Ararat,  where  Noah's  Ark  firft  moored, 
he  may  take  a  flight  view  of  the  fnowy  Riphseans ; 
nor  would  I  have  him  neglect  Athos  and  Olympus, 
renowned  for  poetical  fictions.  Thofe  that  vomit 
fire  will  deierve  a  more  particular  attention :  I  will 
therefore  have  him  obferve  with  great  care  Vefu- 

"  vius, 


defert  Lop  in  Alia,   from  whom  Milton   (according  to  T,  War- 
ton)  borrowed  his 

"  Airy  tongues,  that  fy liable  men's  names 
On  fands  and  fhores,  and  defert  wildernefles. " 

The  description  is  this: 

"  Cernuntur  et  3udiuntur  in  eo,  interdiu  et  faepius  noctu,  dssmo- 
mim  vaniae  illufiones,  Sec.  Audiuntur  voces  dacmonum, qm  folitarie 
incidentes  propkiis  appellant  nominlbus,  voces  fingentes  illornm 
qiios  comitari  fe  piitsmt,  ut  addu&os  in  perniciem  dediicant.  Audi- 
untur ijiterdum  in  acre  ccncenlits  muficorum  viftrumentorum"  &c. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  dating,  that  at  a  literary  committee, 
inilituted  at  Cairo,  during  an  expedition  to  Egypt,  under  the 
aufpices  of  Lord  Hutchinfon,  Sir  Robert  Wilfon,  the  travellers 
Meffrs.  Clarke  and  Cripps,  the  truth  of  fome  of  Bruce's  Abyffi- 
nian  relations  was  made  the  objeft  of  proftfTed  enquiry.  It  was 
found  in  general,  that  his  veracity  was  equal  to  his  intrepidity, 
enterprife,  and  eloquence.  I  had  this  account  from  Mr.  Clarke 
in  1S03.  1  never  entertained  any  doubts  on  the  fubjeft,  but  it  is 
a  fatisfadion  to  me  to  be  able  to  fay  this,  upon  fuch  authority. 

F  2 


6*8  MEMOIRS  OF 

"  vius,  Etna,  the  burning  mountain  of  Java,  but 
"  chiefly  Hecla,  the  greateft  rarity  in  the  Northern 
"  Regions.  Then  he  may  likewife  contemplate  the 
"  wonders  of  the  Memphitic  cave.  When  he  has 
*'  dived  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  furveyed 
**  the  works  of  Nature  under  ground,  and  inftructed 
*c  himfelf  fully  in  the  nature  of  Volcanoes,  Earth- 
*'  quakes,  Thunders,  Tempefts,  and  Hurricanes,  I 
•c  hope  he  will  blefs  the  world  with  a  more  exact 
**  furvey  of  the  deferts  of  Arabia  and  Tartary,  than 
•*  as  yet  we  are  able  to  obtain :  Then  will  I  have  him 
°  crofs  the  feven  Gulphs,  meafure  the  currents  in  the 
"  fifteen  famous  Streights,  and  fearch  for  thofe  foun- 
•*  tains  of  frefh  water  that  are  at  the  bottom  of  the 
*  Ocean." — At  thefe  laft  words,  Mrs.  Scriblerus  fell 
into  a  trembling  :  the  defcription  of  this  terrible  Scene 
.made  too  violent  an  impreflion  upon  a  woman  in  her 
condition,  and  threw  her  into  a  ftrong  hyfleric  Fit ; 
which  might  have  proved  dangerous,  if  Cornelius  had 
not  been  pufhed  out  of  the  room  by  the  united  force 
of  the  women. 
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CHAP.    III.  • 

SHEWING  WHAT  BEFEL  THE  DOCTOR'S  SON  AND  HIS 
SHIELD,  ON  THE  DAY  OF  THE  CHRISTENING. 

npHE  day  of  the  Chriftening  being  come,  and  the 
houfe  filled  with  Goflips,  the  levity  of  whofe 
converfation  fuited  but  ill  with  the  Gravity  of  Dr. 
Cornelius,  he  caft  about  how  to  pafs  this  day  more 
agreeably  to  his  character ;  that  is  to  fay,  not  without 
fome  Profitable  Conference,  nor  wholly  without  ob- 
fervance  of  fome  Ancient  Cujionu 

He  remembered  to  have  read  in  p  Theocritus,  that 
the  Cradle  of  Hercules  was  a  Shield ;  and  being  pof- 
feffed  of  an  antique  Buckler  which  he  held  as  a  mofi 
ineftimable  Relick,  he  determined  to  have  the  infant 
laid  therein,  and  in  that  manner  brought  into  the 

Study, 

>  This  Chapter  is  a  fatire  on  Dr.  Woodward,  who  valued 
liinnftlf  on  the  pofTeffion  of  an  ancient  fhield,  on  which  he  wrote  a 
curious  Diflcttation.  The  Do<5tor  was  a  naturalift,  and  great 
collector  of  fulfils  and  other  rarities,  which  I  believe  were  the 
foundation  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane's  collefHon,  and  which  novr 
makes  fo  conspicuous  a  figure  in  the  British  Mufeuca. 

Bannistfr, 

p  In  that  beautiful  idy Ilium  of  Theocritus  on  the  infant  Her- 
-cules  ftrangling  the  ferpents,  fent  by  Juno  to  deftroy  him  ;  a  fub- 
jec\  that  has  employed  the  mafterly  pencil  of  Sir  Jolh.ua  Reytolds, 
in  a  noble  picture  purchafed  by  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia ;  ar<l  in 
which  Sir  Jofhua  combined  all  the  ftriking  circumftances  mentio.ed 
by  Pindar  as  well  as  Theocritus,  that  attended  this  ftory. 

Wartok. 
f3 


7o  MEMOIRS  OF 

Study,  and  to  be  fhewn  to  certain  learned  men  of  his 
acquaintance. 

The  regard  he  had  for  this  Shield,  had  caufed 
him  formerly  to  compile  a  Difiertation  concerning 
it  %  proving  from  the  feveral  properties,  and  parti- 
cularly the  colour  of  the  Ruft,  the  exact  chronology 
thereof. 

With  this  Treatife,  and  a  moderate  Supper,  he 
propofed  to  entertain  his  Guefts ;  though  he  had  alfo 
another  delign,  to  have  their  affiftance  in  the  calcula- 
tion of  his  Son's  Nativity. 

He  therefore  took  the  Buckler  out  of  a  Cafe,  (in 
which  he  always  kept  it,  left  it  might  contract  any 
modern  ruft,)  and  entrufted  it  to  his  Houfe-maid, 
with  orders,  that  when  the  company  was  come  fhe 
mould  lay  the  Child  carefully  in  it,  covered  with  a 
mantle  of  blue  Satin. 

The  Guefts  were  no  fooner  feated,  but  they  enter- 
ed into  a  warm  Debate  about  the  Triclinium  and  the 
Manner  of  Decubitus  of  the  Ancients,  which  Corne- 
lius broke  off  in  this  manner : 

"  This  day,  my  Friends,  I  propofe  to  exhibit  my 
u  Son  before  you ;  a  Child  not  wholly  unworthy  of 
"  inflection,  as  he  is  dcfcended  from  a  Race  of  Vir- 
«<  t.uofi.  Let  the  Phyfiognomifts  examine  his  Features; 
«  llet  the  Chirographifts  behold  his  Palm  ;  but  above 
«  jill  let  us  confult  for  the  calculation  of  his  Nativity. 

"To 

*  See  the  Diflertation  on  Dr.  Woodward's  Shield. 

Warburton. 
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"  To  this  end,  as  the  Child  is  not  vulgar,  I  will  not 
"  prefent  him  unto  you  in  a  vulgar  manner.  He  fhall 
"  be  cradled  in  my  Ancient  Shield,  fo  famous  through 
"  the  Univerfities  of  Europe.  You  all  know  how  I 
"  have  purchafed  that  invaluable  piece  of  Antiquity 
"  at  the  great  (though  indeed  inadequate)  expence 
"  of  all  the  Plate  of  our  family,  how  happily  I  car- 
"  ried  it  off,  and  how  triumphantly  I  tranfported  it 
"  hither,  to  the  inexpremble  grief  of  all  Germany. 
"  Happy  in  every  circumftance,  but  that  it  broke  the 
"  heart  of  the  great  Melchior  Infipidus !" 

Here  he  flopped  his  Speech,  upon  fight  of  the  Maid, 
who  entered  the  room  with  the  Child ;  He  took  it  in 
his  arms  and  proceeded : 

"  Behold  then  my  Child,  but  firft  behold  the 
"  Shield :  Behold  this  Ruft, — or  rather  let  me  call 
H  it  this  precious  Erugo, — behold  this  beautiful  var- 
"  nifh  of  Time, — this  venerable  Verdure  of  fo  many 
«  Ages " 

In  fpeaking  thefe  words,  he  flowly  lifted  up  the 
Mantle  which  covered  it,  inch  by  inch ;  but  at  every 
inch  he  uncovered,  his  cheeks  grew  paler,  his  hand 
trembled,  his  nerves  failed,  till,  on  fight  of  the  whole, 
the  Tremor  became  univerfal :  The  Shield  and  the 
Infant  both  dropt  to  the  ground,  and  he  had  only 
ftrength  enough  to  cry  out,  "  O  God !  my  Shield,  my 
«  Shield!" 

The  Truth  was,  the  Maid  (extremely  concerned 
for  the  reputation  of  her  own  cleanlinefs,  and  her 

f  4  young 
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young  matter's  honour)  had  fcourcd  it  as  clean  as  her 
Andirons  \ 

Cornelius  funk  back  on  a  chair,  the  Guefls  flood 
aftonifhed,  the  infant  fqualled,  the  maid  ran  in,  match- 
ed it  up  again  in  her  arms,  flew  into  her  miftrefs's 
room,  and  told  what  had  happened.     Down  ftairs  in 
an  inftant  hurried  all  the  GofTips,  where  they  found 
the  Doctor  in  a  trance :  Hungary  water,  Hartfhorn, 
and  the  confufed  noife  of  fhrill  voices,  at  length  awak- 
ened him :  when  opening  his  eyes,  he  faw  the  Shield 
in  the  hands  of  the   Houfe-maid :    "  O   Woman ! 
"  Woman!"  he  cried,  (and  matched  it  violently  from 
her,)  "  was  it  to  thy  ignorance  that  this  Relick  owes 
"  its  ruin  ?    Where,  where  is  the  beautiful   Cruft 
"  that  covered  thee  fo  long  ?  where  thofe  Traces  of 
"  Time,  and  Fingers  as  it  were  of  Antiquity  ?  Where 
"  all  thofe  beautiful  obfeurities,  the  caufe  of  much 
"  delightful  difputation,  where  doubt  and  curiofity 
"  went  hand  in  hand,  and  eternally  exercifed  the  fpe- 
**  culations  of  the  learned  ?   All  this  the  rude  Touch 
"  of  an  ignorant  woman  hath  done  away !     The 
"  curious  Prominence  at  the  belly  of  that  figure,  which 
*6  fome  taking  for  the  Cufpis  of  a  fword,  denominated 
"  a  Roman  Soldier;  others  accounting  the  Infigma 
"  Fir  ilia,  pronounced  to  be  one  of  the  Dii  Termini ; 
"  bchf.ld  fhe  hath  cleaned  it  in  like  fhameful  fort, 
"  and  fhewn  to  be  the  head  of  a  Nail. .  O  my  Shield  ! 

"  my 

r  "  Poor  Vadiiis,  long  with  learned  fpleen  devour'd, 
W  Can  tafte  no  plcafure  fince  his  Shield  was  fcour'd." 
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«'  my  Shield !  well  may  I  fay  with  Horace,  non  bene 
*'  relicla  Parmula." 

The  Goflips,  not  at  all  enquiring  into  the  caufe  of 
his  forrow,  only  afked  if  the  Child  had  no  hurt  ?  and 
cried,  "  Come,  come,  all  is  well ;  what  has  the  woman 
"  done  but  her  duty  ?  a  tight  cleanly  wench  I  warrant 
"  her ;  what  a  ftir  a  man  makes  about  a  Bafon,  that 
*'  an  hour  ago,  before  this  labour  was  beftowed  upon 
"  it,  a  Country  Barber  would  not  have  hung  at  his 
"  mop  door."  "  A  Bafon  !  (cried  another)  no  fuch 
**  matter,  'tis  nothing  but  a  paultry  old  Scojice,  with 
"  the  nozzle  broke  off."  The  learned  Gentlemen, 
who  till  now  had  flood  fpeechlefs,  hereupon  looking 
narrowly  upon  the  Shield,  declared  their  affent  to  this 
latter  opinion ;  and  defired  Cornelius  to  be  comforted, 
affuring  him  it  was  a  Sconce  and  no  other.  But  this, 
inftead  of  comforting,  threw  the  Do&or  into  fuch  a 
violent  Fit  of  paflion,  that  he  was  carried  off  groaning 
and  fpeechlefs  to  bed ;  where,  being  quite  fpent,  he 
fell  into  a  kind  of  flumber. 
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CHAP.    IV. 

OF  THE  SUCTION  AND  NUTRITION  OF  THE  GREAT 
SCRIBLERUS  IN  HIS  INFANCY,  AND  OF  THE  FIRST 
RUDIMENTS  OF  HIS  LEARNING. 

4  s  foon  as  Cornelius  awaked,  he  raifed  himfelf  on 
his  elbow,  and  cafting  his  eye  on  Mrs.  Scrible- 
rus,  fpoke  as  follows :  "  Wifely  was  it  faid  by 
"  Homer,  that  in  the  Cellar  of  Jupiter  are  two 
"  barrels,  the  one  of  good,  the  other  of  evil,  which 
*c  he  never  bellows  on  Mortals  feparately,  but  con- 
"  ftantly  mingles  them  together.  Thus  at  the  fame 
*  time  hath  Heaven  bleffed  me  with  the  birth  of  a 
"  Son,  and  afflicted  me  with  the  fcouring  of  my 
"  Shield.  Yet  let  us  not  repine  at  his  Difpenfations, 
"  who  gives,  and  who  takes  away ;  but  rather  join  in 
"  prayer,  that  the  Ruft  of  Antiquity  which  he  hath 
•*  been  pleafed  to  take  from  my  Shield,  may  be 
"  added  to  my  Son ;  and  that  fo  much  of  it,  as  it  is 
"  my  purpofe  he  fhall  contract  in  his  Education,  may 
"  never  be  deftroyed  by  any  modern  polifliing." 

He  could  no  longer  bear  the  fight  of  the  Shield, 
but  ordered  it  mould  be  removed  for  ever  from  his 
eyes.  It  was  not  long  after  purchafed  by  Dr.  Wood- 
ward, who,  by  the  afliftance  of  Mr.  Kemp,  incruftcd 
it  with  a  new  Ruft,  and  is  the  fame  whereof  a  Cut 

hath 
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hath  been  engraved,  and  exhibited  to  the  great  Con- 
tentation  of  the  learned. 

Cornelius  now  began  to  regulate  the  Suction  of 
his  Child.  Seldom  did  there  pafs  a  day  without  dif- 
putes  between  him  and  the  Mother,  or  the  Nurfe, 
concerning  the  nature  of  Aliment.  The  poor  woman 
never  dined  but  he  denied  her  fome  dim  or  other, 
which  he  judged  prejudicial  to  her  milk.  One  day 
me  had  a  longing  defire  to  a  piece  of  beef,  and  as 
me  ftretched  her  hand  towards  it,  the  old  gentleman 
drew  it  away,  and  fpoke  to  this  effect :  "  Had'ft  thou 
"  read  the  Ancients,  O  Nurfe,  thou  would' ft  prefer 
"  the  welfare  of  the  Infant  which  thou  nourimeft,  to 
"  the  indulging  of  an  irregular  and  voracious  Ap- 
"  petite.  Beef,  it  is  true,  may  confer  a  Robuftnefs 
"  on  the  limbs  of  my  fon,  but  will  hebetate  and  clog 
"  his  Intellectuals."  While  he  fpoke  this,  the  Nurfe 
looked  upon  him  with  much  anger,  and  now  and 
then  call;  a  wifhful  eye  upon  the  Beef. — "  Paflion 
"  (continued  the  Doctor,  ftill  holding  the  dim) 
"  throws  the  mind  into  too  violent  a  fermentation ; 
"  it  is  a  kind  of  Fever  of  the  foul,  or,  as  Horace 
"  expreffes  it,  a  Short  Madncfs.  Confider,  Woman, 
"  that  this  day's  Suction  of  my  fon  may  caufe  him 
"  to  imbibe  many  ungovernable  PafTions,  and  in  a 
"  manner  fpoil  him  for  the  temper  of  a  Philofopher. 
"  Romulus,  by  fucking  a  Wolf,  became  of  a  fierce 
"  and  favage  difpofition ;  and  were  I  to  breed  fome 
"  Ottoman  Emperor,  or  Founder  of  a  Military  Com- 

"  monwealth, 
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<c  monwealth,  perhaps  I  might  indulge  thee  in  this 
**  carnivorous  Appetite." — What,  interrupted  the 
Nurfe,  Beef  fpoil  the  Underftanding  ?  that's  fine  in- 
deed— how  then  could  our  Parian  preach  as  he  docs 
upon  Beef,  and  Pudding  too,  if  you  go  to  that  ? 
Don't  tell  me  of  your  Ancients,  had  not  you  almoft 
killed  the  poor  babe  with  a  difli  of  Demonial  black 
Broth  i — "  Lacedemonian  black  Broth,  thou  would'ft 
■*  fay,  (replied  Cornelius,)  but  I  cannot  allow  the 
**■  forfeit  to  have  been  occafioned  bv  that  diet,  fince 
u  it  was  recommended  by  the  Divine  Lycurgus.  No, 
"  Nurfe,  thou  mud  certainly  have  eaten  fome  meats 
'-  of  ill  digeflion  the  day  before,  and  that  was  the 
**■  real  caufe  of  his  diforder.  Confider,  Woman,  the 
"■  different  Temperaments  of  different  Nations':  What 
**  makes  the  Englifh  phlegmatick  and  melancholy, 
"  but  Beef?  what  renders  the  Welch  fo  hot  and 
46  cholerick,  but  Cheefe  and  Leeks  ?  the  French  de- 
*■•  rive  their  levity  from  their  Soups,  Frogs,  and 
Ci  Mufhrooms :  I  would  not  let  my  Son  dine  like  an 
**  Italian,  left  like  an  Italian  he  fhould  be  jealous  and 
"  revengeful :  The  warm  and  folid  diet  of  Spain  may 
<c  be  more  beneficial,  as  it  might  indue  him  with  a 
"  profound  Gravity,  but  at  the  fame  time  he  might 
14  fuck  in  with  their  food  the  intolerable  Vice  of  Pride. 
"  Therefore,  Nurfe,  in  fhort,  I  hold  it  requifite  to 

"  deny 

•  A  fine  and  folid  ridicule  on  thofc  who  alTign  the  character* 
rf  different  nations  to  their  food  and  diet  alone.  Sir  \V.  Temple 
feat,  done  this  in  more  than  one  of  hib  eiTuys.  YYa'.tons 
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^e  deny  you  at  prefent,  not  only  Beef,  but  likewife 
"  whatfoever  any  of  thofe  Nations  eat/'  During 
this  fpeech,  the  Nurfe  remained  pouting  and  marking 
her  plate  with  the  knife,  nor  would  me  touch  a  bit 
during  the  whole  dinner.  This  the  old  Gentleman 
obferving,  ordered  that  the  Child,  to  avoid  the  rifque 
of  imbibing  ill-humours,  mould  be  kept  from  her 
bread  all  that  day,  and  be  fed  with  Butter,  mixed  with 
Honey,  according  to  a  Prefcripiion  he  had  met  with 
fomewhere  in  Euftathius  upon  Homer.  This  indeed 
gave  the  Child  a  great  loofenefs,  but  he  was  not  con- 
cerned at  it,  in  the  opinion  that  whatever  harm  it 
might  do  his  body,  would  be  amply  recompenced  by 
the  improvements  of  his  undcrflanding.  But  from 
thenceforth  he  infilled  every  day  upon  a  particular 
diet  to  be  obferved  by  the  Nurfe ;  under  which 
having  been  long  uneafy,  (he  at  lad  parted  from 
the  family,  on  his  ordering  her  for  dinner  the 
Paps  of  a  Sow  with  Pig ;  taking  it  as  the  higheft 
indignity,  and  a  direct  Infult  upon  her  Sex  and 
Calling. 

Four,  years  of  young  Martin's  life  palled  away  in 
fquabbles  of  this  nature.  Mrs.  Scriblerus  confidered 
it  was  now  time  to  inflrucl  him  in  the  fundamentals 
of  Religion,  and  to  that  end  took  no  fmall  pains  in 
teaching  him  his  Catech'ifm.  But  Cornelius  looked 
upon  this  as  a  tedious  way  of  Inftru&ion,  and  there- 
fore employed  his  head  to  find  out  more  pleafmg 
methods,  the  better  to  induce  him  to  be  fond  of 
3  t  learning. 
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learning.  He  would  frequently  carry  him  to  the 
Puppet-jhoiv1  of  the  Creation  of  the  world,  where 
the  Child  with  exceeding  delight  gained  a  notion  of 
the  Hiftory  of  the  Bible.  His  firft  rudiments  in  pro- 
phane  hiftory  were  acquired  by  feeing  of  Raree-Jhows, 
where  he  was  brought  acquainted  with  all  the  Princes 
of  Europe.  In  (hort,  the  old  Gentleman  fo  contrived 
it,  to  make  every  thing  contribute  to  the  improve- 
ment of  his  knowledge,  even  to  his  very  Drefs.  He 
invented  for  him  a  Geographical  fuit  of  clothes,  which 
might  give  him  fome  hints  of  that  Science,  and  like- 
wife  fome  knowledge  of  the  Commerce  of  different 
Nations.  He  had  a  French  Hat  with  an  African 
Feather,  Holland  Shirts  and  Flanders  Lace,  Englifh 
Cloth  lined  with  Indian  Silk,  his  Gloves  were  Italian, 
and  his  Shoes  were  Spanifh  :  He  was  made  to  obferve 
this,  and  daily  catechis'd  thereupon,  which  his  Father 
was  wont  to  call,  "  Travelling  at  home."  He  never 
gave  him  a  Fig  or  an  Orange  but  he  obliged  him  to 
give  an  account  from  what  Country  it  came.  In 
Natural  Hiftory  he  was  much  affifted  by  his  Curiofity 
in  Sign-Pq/ls,  infomuch  that  he  hath  often  confeffed 
he  owed  to  them  the  knowledge  of  many  Creatures 
which  he  never  found  fince  in  any  Author,  fuch  as 
White  Lions,  Golden  Dragons,  &c.  He  once  thought 
the  fame  of  Green  Men,  but  had  fince  found  them 

mentioned 

x  The  common  Puppet- (hews,  on  religious  fubjects,  were  cer- 
tainly originally  taken  from,  and  were  remains  of,  the  old  myf- 
tcries.  War  tow. 
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mentioned  by  Kercherus,  and  verified  in  the  Hiftory 
of  William  of  Newbury u. 

His  difpofition  to  the  Mathematicks  was  difcovered 
very  early  by  his  drawing  *  parallel  lines  on  his  bread 
and  butter,  and  interfering  them  at  equal  Angles,  fo 
as  to  form  the  whole  Superficies  into  Squares.  But 
in  the  midft  of  all  thefe  Improvements,  a  flop  was 
put  to  his  learning  the  Alphabet,  nor  would  he  let 
him  proceed  to  Letter  D,  till  he  could  truly  and  dif- 
tinclly  pronounce  C  in  the  ancient  manner,  at  which 
the  Child  unhappily  boggled  for  near  three  months- 
He  was  alfo  obliged  to  delay  his  learning  to  write, 
having  turned  away  the  Writing-Mafter  becaufe  he 
knew  nothing  of  Fabius's  Waxen  Tables. 

Cornelius  having  read  and  ferioufly  weighed  the 
methods  by  which  the  famous  y  Montaigne  was  edu- 
cated, 

■  Gul.  Neubrig.  Book  i.  ch  27.  Pope. 

x  Pafcal's  Life. — Locke  of  Educ.  &c.  Pope. 

There  are  fome  extravagant  lies  told  of  the  excellent  Pafcal's 
amazing  genius  for  Mathematics  in  his  early  youth  ;  and  fome 
trifling  directions  given  for  the  introduction  to  Knowledge  in  Mr. 
Locke's  book  of  Education.  Warburtok. 

y  One  of  the  few  writers  whofe  many  egotlfma  are  intereiliug 
and  amufing ;  and  who,  by  laying  open  what  pafled  in  his  own 
heart,  has  given  us  a  great  infight  into  human  nature.  The  minute 
detail  of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  educated  is  very  entertaining. 

Warton. 

I  know  not  whether  it  will  be  any  recommendation  to  Mon- 
taigne to  fay,  that  he  was  the  favourite  of  Rouffeau,  who  ftudied 
his  works  very  diligently.  That  Montaigne  poffefled  a  great 
fund  of  humour,  mull  be  acknowledged  j  and  he  has  given  us  a 

lively 
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cated  %  and  refolving  in  fome  degree  to  exceed  them, 
refolved  he  fhould  fpeak  and  learn  nothing  but  the 
learned  Languages,  and  efpecially  the  Greek ;  in 
which  he  conftantly  eat  and  drank,  according  to 
Homer.  But  what  moft  conduced  to  his  eafy  attain- 
ment of  this  Language,  was  his  love  of  Ginger-bread  ; 
which  his  Father  obferving,  caufed  it  to  be  damped 
with  the  Letters  of  the  Greek  Alphabet ;  and  the 
Child  the  very  firft  day  eat  as  far  as  Iota.  By  his  par- 
ticular application  to  this  language  above  the  reft,  he 
attained  fo  great  a  proficiency  therein,  that  Gronovius 
ingenuoufly  confeiTes  he  durfl  not  confer  with  this 
child  in  Greek  at  eight  years  old  %  and  at  fourteen 
he  compofed  a  Tragedy  in  the  fame  language,  as  the 
younger  b  Pliny  had  done  before  him. 

He 


lively  pi£lure  of  the  manners  of  his  time,  and  what  is  yet  more 
interefting,  the  workings  of  his  own  heart,  with  an  opennefs  and 
honcfty  of  which  there  are  few  examples.  His  egotifm  is  tirefome, 
and  his  vanity  difgulling  ;  but  what  ihall  wc  fay  of  his  principles, 
his  fcepticifm,  and  his  love  of  paradox  ?  Bannister. 

z  Who  was  taught  Latin  in  his  nurfe's  arms,  and  not  fuffered  to 
hear  a  word  of  his  mother-tongue,  till  he  could  fpeak  the  other 
perfectly.  Warkurton. 

*  So  Montaigne  fays  of  his  Latin — George  Bucanan  et  Mark 
Antoine  Muret,  mes  precepteurs  domefliques,  nvont  dit  fouvent 
que  j'avois  ce  langage  tn  mon  enfance  fi  preft  et  fi  a  mains  qu'ils 
craignoient  a  m'accolltr. — Somme,  nous  nous  latinizames  tant, 
qu'il  en  regorgea  jufqu'  a  nos  villages  tout  autour,  ou  il  y  a  en- 
cores, et  out  pi  is  pied  par  l'ufage,  plufieurs  appellations  Latines 
d'Artifans  et  d'Outils.  Warburton. 

»  Plin.  Epift.  Lib.  7.  Pope. 
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He  learned  the  Oriental  Languages  of  Erpenius, 
who  refided  fome  time  with  his  father  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  He  had  fo  early  relifh  for  the  Eaftern  way  of 
writing,  that  even  at  this  time  he  compofed  (in  imita- 
tion of  it)  the  Thoufand  and  One  Arabian  Tales,  and 
alfo  the  Per/tan  Tales,  which  have  been  fince  tranilated 
into  feveral  languages,  and  lately  into  our  own  with 
particular  elegance,  by  Mr.  Ambrofe  Philips.  In  this 
work  of  his  Childhood,  he  was  not  a  little  aflifted  by 
the  hiftorical  Traditions  of  his  Nurfe. 


VOL.  VI. 
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CHAP.    V.* 

A    DISSERTATION    UPON    PLAY-THINGS, 

T_T  eke  follow  the  Inftruclions  of  Cornelius  Scrib- 
lerus  concerning  the  Plays  and  Play-things  to  be 
ufed  by  his  fon  Martin. 

"  Play  was  invented  by  the  Lydians  as  a  remedy 
"  againft  Hunger,  Sophocles  fays  of  Palamedes,  that 
"  he  invented  Dice  to  ferve  fometimes  inilead  of  a 
"  dinner.  It  is  therefore  wifely  contrived  by  Nature,. 
"  that  Children,  as  they  have  the  keened  Appetites 
"  are  moft  addicted  to  Plays.  From  the  fame  caufer 
"  and  from  the  unprejudiced  and  incorrupt  fimplicity 
**  of  their  minds,  it  proceeds,  that  the  Plays  of  the 

"  Ancient 

d  Whatever  may  be  determined  of  other  parts- of  thefe  Memoirs, 
yet  this  chapter,  the  fixth,  feventh,  eighth,  tenth,,  and  twelfth 
chapters,  appear  to  be  the  production  of  Arbuthnot,  as  they 
contain  alluiions  to  many  remote  and  uncommon  parts-  of  learning 
and  fcience,  with  which  we  cannot  imagine  Pope  to  have  been 
much  acquainted,  and  which  lay  out  of  the  reach  and  coui  fe  of  hi* 
reading.  The  rich  vein  of  humour  which,  like  a  vein  of  Mercury, 
runs  through  thefe  Memoirs,  is  much  heightened  and  encreafed  by 
the  great  variety  of  learning  which  they  contain  ;  it  is  a  fa&  in 
literary  hiftory  worth  ohferving,  and  which  deferves  to  be  more 
attended  to  than  I  think  it  ufually  is,  that  the  chief  of  thofe  who 
have  excelled  in  exquifite  works  of  wit  and  humour,  have  at  the 
feme  time  been  men  of  extenlive  learning.  We  may  inftance  in 
Lucian,  Cervantes,  Quevedo,  Rabelais,  Arbuthnot,  Fielding,  and 
Butler  above  all;  for  no  work  in  our  language  contains  more 
learning  than  Hudibras.  Warton- 
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"  Ancient  Children  are  preferred  more  entire  than 
"  any  other  of  their  Cuftomse.  In  this  matter  I 
"  would  recommend  to  all  who  have  any  concern 
"  in  my  Son's  Education,  that  they  deviate  not 
"  in  the  lead  from  the  primitive  and  fimple  Anti- 
"  quity. 

"  To  fpeak  firft  of  the  Whifile,  as  it  is  the  firfl  of 
"  all  Play-things.  I  will  have  it  exaftly  to  corre- 
"  fpond  with  the  ancient  Fijlula,  and  accordingly  to 
"  be  composed  feptem  paribus  disjuncla  cicutis. 

*'  I  heartily  wifh  a  diligent  fearch  may  be  made 
"  after  the  true  Crepitaculum,  or  Rattle  of  the  An- 
"  cients,  for  that  (as  Archytas  Tarentinus  was  of 
"  opinion)  kept  the  children  from  breaking  Earthen 
"  Ware.  The  China  Cups  in  thefe  days  are  not  at 
H  all  the  fafer  for  the  modern  Rattles  ;  which  is  an 
"  evident  proof  how  far  their  Crepitacula  exceeded 
•*  ours. 

"  I  would  not  have  Martin  as  yet  to  fcourge  a 
u  Top,  till  I  am  better  informed  whether  the  Trochus 
"  which  was  recommended  by  Cato  be  really  our 
"  prefent  Top,  or  rather  the  Hoop  which  the  Boys 
"  drive  with  a  flick.  Neither  Crofs  and  Pile,  nor 
"  Ducks  and  Drakes,  are  quite  fo  ancient  as  Handy* 

"  dandy, 

*  Dr.  Arbuthnot  ufed  to  fay,  that  notwithftandlng  all  the  boafts 
of  the  fafe  conveyance  of  Tradition  ;  it  was  no  where  preferved  pure 
and  uncorrupt  but  amongfl  bchool-boys ;  whofe  games  and  plays 
are  delivered  down  invariably  the  fame,  from  one  generation  to  an- 
other. Warburton. 

G  2 
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"  dandy,  though  Macrobius  and  St.  Auguftine  take 
"  notice  of  the  firit,  and  Minutius  Foelix  defcribes 
"  the  latter ;  but  Handy -dandy  is  mentioned  by  Arif- 
"  totle,  Plato,  and  Ariftophanes. 

"  The  Play  which  the  Italians  call  Cinque,  and 
"  the  French  M our re,  is  extremely  ancient ;  it  was 
•*  played  at  by  Hymen  and  Cupid  at  the  Marriage  of 
"  Pfyche,  and  termed  by  the  Latins,  digitis  micare. 

"  Julius  Pollux  defcribes  the  Omilla,  or  Chuck- 
-farthing; though  fome  will  have  our  modern 
"  Chuck-farthing  to  be  nearer  the  Aphetinda  of  the 
"  Ancients.  He  alfo  mentions  the  Bafilinda,  or  King 
"  /  am  ;  and  Myinda,  or  Hoopers-Hide. 

"  But  the  Chyt'rindra  defcribed  by  the  fame  Author 
"  is  certainly  not  our  Hot-cockle ;  for  that  was  by 
"  pinching  and  not  by  flriking ;  though  there  are 
"  good  authors  who  affirm  the  Rathapygifmus  to  be 
"  yet  nearer  the  modern  Hot-cockles.  My  fon  Mar- 
"  tin  may  ufe  either  of  them  indifferently,  they  being 
"  equally  antique. 

'*  Building  of  Houfes,  and  Riding  upon  Sticks,  have 
"  been  ufed  by  Children  in  all  ages  ;  JEdifuare  cafas, 
"  cquitare  in  arundinc  longa.  Yet  I  much  doubt 
"  whether  the  Riding  upon  Sticks  did  not  come  into 
"•ufe  after  the  age  of  the  Centaurs. 

"  There  is  one  Play  which  (hews  ihe  gravity  of 
a  ancient  Education,  called  the  Acinctinda,  in  which 
'.'  children  contended  who  could  longeft  /land  JlilL 
"  This  we  have  fuffered  to  perim  entirely ;  and,  if 

"  I  might 
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u  I  might  be  allowed  to  guefs,  it  was  certainly  firft 
"  loft  among  the  French. 

"  I  will  permit  my  Son  to  play  at  Apodidafcin- 
"  da,  which  can  be  no  other  than  our  Pufs  in  a 
"  Corner. 

"  Julius  Pollux  in  his  ninth  book  fpeaks  of  the 
"  Melolonthe  or  the  Kite  ;  but  I  queftion  whether  the 
"  Kite  of  Antiquity  was  the  fame  with  ours :  And 
"  though  the  OgTvyown-ix  or  Quail-fighting  is  what 
"  is  mod  taken  notice  of,  they  had  doubtlefs  Cock- 
"  matches  alfo,  as  is  evident  from  certain  ancient 
"  Gems  and  Relievo's. 

"  In  a  word,  let  my  Son  Martin  difport  himfelf  at 
**  any  Game  truly  Antique,  except  one,  which  was 
■"  invented  by  a  people  among  the  Thracians,  who 
*'  hung  up  one  of  their  Companions  in  a  Rope,  and 
"  gave  him  a  Knife  to  cut  himfelf  down ;  which  if  he 
"  failed  in,  he  was  fuffered  to  hang  till  he  was  dead  j 
"  and  this  was  only  reckoned  a  fort  of  joke.  I  am 
"  utterly  againft  this,  as  barbarous  and  cruel. 

"  I  cannot  conclude,  without  taking  notice  of  the 
"  beauty  of  the  Greek  names,  whofe  Etymologies 
"  acquaint  us  with  the  nature  of  the  fports  :  and  how 
"  infinitely,  both  in  fenfe  and  found,  they  excel  our 
"  barbarous  names  of  Plays." 

Notwithftanding  the  foregoing  Injunctions  of  Dr. 
Cornelius,  he  yet  condefcended  to  allow  the  Child  the 
ufe  of  fome  few  modern  Play-things  j  fuch  as  might 
prove  of  any  benefit  to  his  mind,  by  inftilling  an  early 

g  3  notion 
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notion  of  the  Sciences.  f  For  example,  he  found 
that  Marbles  taught  him  Percuffion  and  the  Laws  of 
Motion  ;  Nut-crackers  the  ufe  of  the  Lever;  Swinging 
on  the  ends  of  a  Board,  the  Balance;  Bottle-fcrews 
the  Vice;  Whirligigs  the  Axis  in  Peritrochio ;  Bird- 
cages the  Pulley  ;  and  Tops  the  Centrifugal  motion. 

Others  of  his  fports  were  carried  further  to  im- 
prove his  tender  foul  even  in  Virtue  and  Morality. 
We  (hall  only  inftance  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  and  in- 
ftruclive,  Bob-cherry,  which  teaches  at  once  two  noble 
Virtues,  Patience  and  Conftancy ;  the  flrft  in  ad- 
hering 

f  This  paflage  is  equalled  in  humour  hy  the  Oxford  Guide, 
p.  n. 

.  "  The  fchools  of  this  univerfity  are  alfo  more  numerous  than  ia 
commonly  fuppofed  ;  among  which  we  mufl  reckon  three  fpacious 
and  fuperb  edifices,  fituated  to  the  fouthward  of  the  High-ftreet, 
one  hundred  feet  long,  by  thirty  in  breadth,  vulgarly  called  Tennis 
Courts ;  where  exercife  is  regularly  performed  both  morning  and 
afternoon.  Add  to  thefe,  certain  fchools,  familiarly  denominated 
Billiard  Tables,  where  the  laws  of  motion  are  exemplified,  and 
which  may  be  confidered  as  a  neceffary  fupplemcnt  to  our  courfes 
of  experimental  philofophy.  Nor  mud  we  omit  the  many  nine. 
pin  and  fkittle-alleys,  open  and  dry,  for  the  inftruftion  of  fcholars 
in  geometrical  knowledge,  and  particularly  for  proving  the  centri- 
petal principle. 

"  Other  fchools,  and  places  of  academical  difcipline,  not  ge- 
nerally known  as  fuch,  may  be  mentioned.  The  Peripatetics 
execute  the  courfes  proper  to  their  fyftem  upon  the  Parade; 
K  uigation  is  learnt  on  the  lfis,  Gunnery  on  the  adjacent  hills, 
Horfemanfhip  on  Port-meadow,  Bullington-green,  the  Henley, 
Wycombe,  Woodflock,  Abingdon,  and  Banbury  Roads.  The  Axis 
in  Peritrochio  is  admirably  illuftrated  by  a  fcheme  in  a  phaeton  ; 
the  doctrine  of  the  fcrew  is  practically  explained  moft  evenings  in 
the  private  rooms,  together  with  the  motion  of  fluids." 

Warton. 
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hering  to  the  purfuit  of  one  end,  the  latter  in  bearing 
a  difappointment. 

Befides  all  thefe,  he  taught  him  as  a  diverfion,  an 
odd  and  fecret  manner  of  Stealings  according  to  the 
Cuftom  of  the  Lacedemonians ;  wherein  he  fucceeded 
fo  well,  that  he  praclifed  it  to  the  day  of  his  death* 


CHAP.    VI. 

OF  THE  GYMNASTICS,  IN  WHAT  EXERCISES  MARTI- 
NUS WAS  EDUCATED;  SOMETHING  CONCERNING 
MUSIC,  AND  WHAT  SORT  OF  A  MAN  HIS  UNCLE 
WAS. 

Tyr  0  r  was  Cornelius  lefs  careful  in  adhering  to  the 
rules  of  the  purefl  Antiquity,  in  relation  to  the 
Exercifes  of  his  Son.  He  was  flript,  powdered,  and 
anointed,  but  not  conftantly  bathed,  which  occafioned 
many  heavy  complaints  of  the  Laundrefs  about  dirty- 
ing his  linen.  When  he  played  at  Quoits^  he  was 
allowed  his  Breeches  and  Stockings;  becaufe  the 
Difcoboli  (as  Cornelius  well  knew)  were  naked  to  the 
middle  only.  The  Mother  often  contended  for  mo- 
dern Sports,  and  common  Cuiloms ;  but  this  was  his 
conftant  reply,  "  Let  a  Daughter  be  the  care  of  her 

04.  «  Mother, 


88  MEMOIRS  OF 

"  Mother,  but  the  Education  of  a  Son  fhould  be  the 
"  delight  of  his  Father." 

It  was  about  this  time,  he  heard,  to  his  exceeding 
content,  that  the  Harpajlus  of  the  Ancients  was  yet 
in  ufe  in  Cornwall,  and  known  there  by  the  name  of 
Hurling.  He  was  fenfible  the  common  Foot-ball  was 
a  very  imperfect  imitation  of  that  exercife ;  and 
thought  it  necefTary  to  fend  Martin  into  the  Weft,  to 
be  initiated  in  that  truly  ancient  and  manly  part  of 
the  Gymnajlicks.  The  poor  boy  was  fo  unfortunate 
as  to  return  with  a  broken  leg.  This  Cornelius 
looked  upon  but  as  a  flight  ailment,  and  promifed  his 
Mother  he  would  inftantly  cure  it :  He  flit  ,a  green 
Reed,  and  caft  the  Knife  upward,  then  tying  the  two 
parts  of  the  Reed  to  the  disjointed  place,  pronounced 
thefe  words g,  Daries,  daries,  a/lataries,  dijfunapiter ; 
kuat,  hanat,  huat,  ijla,pijla,jijla,  domi  abo,  damnaujlra. 
But  finding,  to  his  no  fmall  aftonifhment,  that  this 
had  no  effect,  in  five  days  he  condefcended  to  have  it 
fet  by  a  modern  Surgeon. 

Mrs.  Scriblerus,  to  prevent  him  from  expofing  her 
Son  to  the  like  dangerous  Exercifes  for  the  future, 
propofed  to  fend  for  a  Dancing-Mafter,  and  to  have 
him  taught  the  Minuet  and  Rigadoon.  "  Dancing 
u  (quoth  Cornelius)  I  much  approve,  for  Socrates  faid 
"  the  befl  Dancers  were  the  befl;  Warriors ;  but  not 

"  thofe 

*  Plin.  Hid.  Nat.  lib.  xvii.  in  fine.     Carmen  contra  luxata  mem- 

ra,  cujus  verba  infer  ere  non  equ'tdem  ferio  aufim,   quanquam  a  Catone 

frodita.    Vid.  Canton,  dc  Re  Ru/l.  c.  160.  Pope. 


MARTINUS  SCRIBLERUS.  89 

"  thofe  fpecies  of  Dancing  which  you  mention :  They 
"  are  certainly  Corruptions  of  the  Comic  and  Satiric 
**  Dance,  which  were  utterly  difliked  by  the  founder 
"  Ancients.  Martin  fhall  learn  the  Tragic  Dance 
"  only,  and  I  will  fend  all  over  Europe,  till  I  find 
"  an  Antiquary  able  to  infinite  him  in  the  Saltatio 
"  Pyrrbica.  h  Scaliger,  from  whom  my  fon  is  line- 
"  ally  defcended,  boafts  to  have  performed  this  war- 
"  like  Dance  in  the  prefence  of  the  Emperor,  to  the 
"  great  admiration  of  all  Germany.  What  would  he 
u  fay,  could  he  look  down  and  fee  one  of  his  pof- 
*'  terity  fo  ignorant,  as  not  to  know  the  lead  flep  of 
"  vhat  noble  kind  of  Saltation  V* 

The  poor  Lady  was  at  laft  enured  to  bear  all  thefe 
things  with  a  laudable  patience,  till  one  day  her  hut- 
band  was  feized  with  a  new  thought.  He  had  met 
with  a  faying,  that  "  Spleen,  Garter,  and  Girdle,  are 
"  the  three  impediments  to  the  Cur/us."  Therefore 
Pliny  (lib.  xi.  cap.  37.)  fays,  that  fuch  as  excel  in 
that  exercife  have  their  Spleen  cauterized.  "  My  Son 
"  (quoth  Cornelius)  runs  but  heavily;  therefore  I 
"  will  have  this  operation  performed  upon  him  im- 
"  mediately.  Moreover,  it  will  cure  that  immoderate 
"  Laughter  to  which  I  perceive  he  is  addicted :  For 

"  Laughter 

*  Scalig.  Poetfc.  1.  i.  c.  9.  Hanc  faltationem  Pyrrhicam,  ttos 
Jape  et  dlu,  jvjfu  Bonifatii  patrui,  coram  Divo  Maximiiiano,  nonfine 
Jlupore  totlus  Germanise,  reprafentavimus.  Quo  tempore  vox  ilia 
Imperatoris,  Hie  puer  out  thoracem  pro  pelle  aut  pro  cunis  habuit. 

Pope. 
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"  Laughter  (as  the  fame  Author  hath  it,  ibid.)  is 
"  caufed  by  the  bignefs  of  the  Spleen."  This  delign 
was  no  fooner  hinted  to  Mrs.  Scriblerus,  but  fhe  burft 
into  tears,  wrung  her  hands,  and  inftantly  fent  for  his 
brother  Albertus,  begging  him  for  the  love  of  God  to 
make  hafte  to  her  Hufband. 

Albertus  was  a  difcreet  man,  fober  in  his  opinions, 
clear  of  Pedantry,  and  knowing  enough  both  in  Books 
and  in  the  World,  to  preferve  a  due  regard  for  what- 
ever was  ufeful  or  excellent,  whether  ancient  or 
modern  :  If  he  had  not  always  the  authority,  he  had 
at  lead  the  art,  to  divert  Cornelius  from  many  extra- 
vagancies. It  was  well  he  came  fpeedily,  or  Martin 
could  not  have  boafled  the  entire  Quota  of  his  Vifcera. 
"  What  does  it  fignify  (quoth  Albertus)  whether 
"  my  Nephew  excelis  in  the  Curfus  or  not  ?  Speed 
"  is  often  a  fymptom  of  Cowardice,  witnefs  Hares 

"  and  Deer." "  Do  not  forget  Achilles  (quoth 

<c  Cornelius)  I  know  that  Running  has  been  con- 
u  demned  by  the  proud  Spartans,  as  ufelefs  in  war ; 
**  and  yet  Demofthenes  could  fay,  'Avro  $  pntfwt 
f*  y.x\  tsxXiv  [Axxrtftlw ;  a  thought  which  the  Englifh 
"  Hudibras  has  well  rendered, 

For  he  that  runs  may  fight  again. 
Which  he  can  never  do  thafsjlain, 
u  That's  true  (quoth  Albertus);  but  prayconfider  on 
*  the  other  fide  that  Animals  l  fpleen'd  grow  ex. 

w  tremely 

*  Dlackmore'a  Eflay  on  the  Spleen.  Pore. 
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<{  tremely  falacious,  an  experiment  well  known  in 
4i  dogs."  Cornelius  was  flruck  with  this,  and  replied 
gravely ;  "  If  it  be  fo,  I  will  defer  the  Operation,  for 
"  I  will  not  encreafe  the  powers  of  my  Son's  body 
u  at  the  expence  of  thofe  of  his  mind.  I  am  indeed 
"  difappointed  in  mod  of  my  projects,  and  fear  I 
"  muft  fit  down  at  laft  contented  with  fuch  Methods 
"  of  Education  as  modern  barbarity  affords.  Happy 
"  had  it  been  for  us  all,  had  we  lived  in  the  age  of 
"  Auguftus !  Then  my  Son  might  have  heard  the 
<c  Philofophers  difpute  in  the  Porticos  of  the  Pa- 
**  laeftra,  and  at  the  fame  time  formed  his  Body  and 
"  his  Underftanding."  "  It  is  true  (replied  Alber- 
"  tus),  we  have  no  Exedra  for  the  Philofophers, 
<c  adjoining  to  our  Tennis-Courts;  but  there  are 
<c  Alehoufes  where  he  will  hear  very  notable  argu- 
"  mentations:  k  Though  we  come  not  up  to  the 
"  Ancients  in  the  Tragic-dance,  we  excel  them  in 
f*  the  xvGinxri,  or  the  art  of  Tumbling.  The  Ancients 
"  would  have  beat  us  at  Quoits,  but  not  fo  much  at 
"  the  Jaculum  or  Pitching  the  Bar.  The  !  Pugilatus 
"  is  in  as  great  perfection  in  England  as  in  old  Rome, 
"  and  the  Cornijh-Hug  in  the  m  Luttus  is  equal  to  the 

"  volu- 

k  It  is  almofl  impoffible  to  read,  without  a  fmile,  what  Brown, 
in  his  Diflertation,  p.  27,  has,  with  much  ferioufnefs  and  gravity, 
advanced  on  the  importance  of  Dancing  among  the  Ancients  ;  ac- 
companied with  fomething  like  a  wifh,  that  modern  Divines  would 
make  it  a  part  of  religious  ceremonies.  Warton. 

1  Fifty-Cuffs.  Pope. 

a  Wreftling.  Pope. 


92  MEMOIRS  OF 

"  I'olutaioria  of  the  Ancients."  "  You  could  not 
"  (anfwered  Cornelius)  have  produced  a  more  un- 
"  lucky  inftance  of  modern  folly  and  barbarity,  than 
"  what  you  fay  of  the  Jacidum.  ■  The  Cretans 
"  wifely  forbid  their  fervants  Gymnaftics,  as  well  as 
"  Arms;  and  yet  your  modern  Footmen  exercife 
«c  themfelves  daily  in  the  Jaculum  at  the  corner  of 
"  Hyde-Park^  whilfl  their  enervated  Lords  are  lolling 
"  in  their  chariots  (a  fpecies  of  Vectitation  feldom 
"  ufed  among  the  Ancients,  except  by  old  men)." 
"  You  fay  well  (quoth  Albertus),  and  we  have  feve- 
"  ral  other  kinds  of  Vectitation  unknown  to  the 
"  Ancients ;  particularly  flying  Chariots,  where  the 
"  people  may  have  the  benefit  of  this  exercife  at  the 
"  fmall  expence  of  a  farthing.  But  fuppofe  (which 
"  I  readily  grant)  that  the  Ancients  excelled  us  almoft 
"  in  every  thing,  yet  why  this  Angularity  ?  your  Son 
"  muft  take  up  with  fuch  mafters  as  the  prefent  age 
"  affords ;  we  have  Dancing-mafters,  Writing-maflers, 
«  and  Mufick-mafters." 

The  bare  mention  of  Mufick  threw  Cornelius  into 
a  paflion.  "  How  can  you  dignify  (quoth  he)  this 
"  modern  fidling  with  the  name  of  Mufick  ?  Will 
"  any  of  your  beft  Hautboys  encounter  a  Wolf  now- 
"  a-days  with  no  other  arms  but  their  inftruments, 
"  as  did  that  ancient  piper  Pythocaris  ?  Have  ever 
"  wild  Boars,  Elephants,  Deer,  Dolphins,  Whales, 

"  or 

n  Ariilot.  Politic,  lib.  ii.  cap.  3.  Pope, 
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M  or  Turbots,  (hewed  the  lead  emotion  at  the  moft 
"  elaborate  (trains  of  your  modern  Scrapers,  all  which 
"  have  been,  as  it  were,  tamed  and  humanized  by 
"  ancient  Muficians  ?  Does  not  °  iElian  tell  us  how 
"  the  Lybian  Mares  were  excited  to  horfing  by 
"  Mufick  ?  (which  ought  in  truth  to  be  a  caution  to 
"  model!  Women  againft  frequenting  Operas  j  and 
<s  confider,  Brother,  you  are  brought  to  this  dilemma, 
"  either  to  give  up  the  virtue  of  the  Ladies,  or  the 
"  power  of  your  Mufick.)  Whence  proceeds  the 
"  degeneracy  of  our  Morals  ?  Is  it  not  from  the  lofs 
"  of  ancient  Mufick,  by  which  (fays  Ariftotle)  they 
u  taught  all  the  Virtues  ?  Elfe  might  we  turn  New- 
"  gate  into  a  College  of  Dorian  Muficians,  who  mould 
"  teach  moral  virtues  to  thofe  people.  Whence 
"  comes  it  that  our  prefent  difeafes  are  fo  ilubborn  ? 
"  whence  is  it  that  I  daily  deplore  my  fciatical  pains  ? 
"  Alas !  becaufe  we  have  loft  their  true  cure  by  the 
"  melody  of  the  Pipe.     p  All  this  was  well  known  to 

"  the 

e  JEAlan.  Hill.  Animal,  lib.  xi.  cap.  18.  and  lib.  xii.  cap.  44. 

Pope. 

p  Nothing  can  exceed  the  e.xquifite  humour  of  this  fine  ridicule 
on  the  fuppofed  effects  of  ancient  tnulic;  which  nobody  has  carried 
to  a  greater  extreme  than  Ifaac  Voilius  de  Poemat.  Cantu  et 
Viribus  Rhythmi,  p.  47.  who  tells  up,  "  That  to  build  cities,  fur- 
nmnd  them  with  walls,  to  affemble  or  difmifs  the  people,  to  cele- 
brate the  praifes  of  gods  and  men,  to  govern  fleets  and  armies,  to 
accompany  all  the  functions  and  ceremonies  of  peace  and  war,  and 
to  temper  the  human  paffions,  were  the  original  offices  of  mufic  : 
In  (hort,  ancient  Greece  was  wholly  governed  by  the  lyre."  Dr. 
Brown  infills  that  this  ridicule  of  Scnblerus  is  founded  on  an  entire 

raifre- 
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"  the  Ancients,  as  q  Theophraftus  allures  us  (whence 
"  r  C  alius  calls  it  loca  dolentia  decant  are)  only  indeed 
"  fome  fmall  remains  of  this  (kill  are  preferved  in  the 
"  cure  of  the  Tarantula.  Did  not s  Pythagoras  flop 
44  a  company  of  drunken  Bullies  from  (forming  a 
"  civil  houfe,  by  changing  the  ftrain  of  the  Pipe  to 
"  the  fober  Spondasus  ?  and  yet  your  modern  mufi- 
"  cians  want  art  to  defend  their  windows  from  com- 
"  mon  Nickers.  It  is  well  known,  that  when  the 
"  Lacedemonian  Mob  were  up,  they  '  commonly 
"  fent  for  a  Lefbian  Mufician  to  appeafe  them,  and 
"  they  immediately  grew  calm,  as  foon  as  they  heard 
"  Terpander  fing :  Yet  I  don't  believe  that  the 
"  Pope's  whole  band  of  Mufick,  though  the  befl  of 
"  this  age,  could  keep  his  Holinefs's  Image  from 
"  being  burnt  on  a  fifth  of  November.'*  "  Nor 
"  would   Terpander   himfelf  (replied  Albertus)  at 

Billingf- 


cc 


mifreprefentation  or  mlfapprchenfion  of  the  true  nature  of  ancient 
mufic,  which  implied  not  only  Melody,  but  Verfe  or  Song  ;  and 
was  the  eftablifhed  vehicle  of  all  the  leading  principles  of  their 
Religion,  Morals,  and  Polity.  It  was  to  fuch  an  artift  that 
Agamemnon  configned  the  care  of  Clyttmneftra  in  his  abfence^ 
whofe  banifliment  furniflied  Thomfon  with  the  fined  part  of  his 
tragedy  ;  and  it  is  thus  we  mult  interpret  what  Polybius  fays  of 
the  effect  of  music,  in  the  well-known  paflage  of  his  fourth  Book 
concerning  the  Arcadians.  The  reader  will  be  much  entertained 
by  turning  to  the  tenth  feftion  of  Buiney's  excellent  Hillory  of 
Ancient  Mulic.  Warton. 

<i  Athenaeus,  lib.  xiv.  Pope. 

'  Lib.  de  Sanitate  tuenda,  cap.  2.  Pope. 

*  Qm'ntilian,  lib.  i.  cap.  to.  Pope. 

1  Suidas  in  Timotheo.  Pope.. 
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"  Billingfgate,  nor  Timotheus  at  Hockley  in  the 
U  Hole,  have  any  manner  of  effect,  nor  both  of  them 
"  together  bring  a  Horneck  to  common  civility." 
<£  That's  a  grofs  miftake,"  (faid  Cornelius  very 
warmly,)  "  and  to  prove  it  fo,  I  have  here  a  {mail 
"  Lyra  of  my  own,  framed,  ilrung,  and  tuned  after 
"  the.  ancient  manner.  I  can  play  fome  fragments 
"  of  Lefbian  tunes,  and  I  wifh  I  were  to  try  them 
"  upon  the  mod  paffionate  creatures  alive.'* — "  You 
"  never  had  a  better  opportunity,"  (fays  Albertus  j) 
f  for  yonder  are  two  Apple-women  fcolding,  and 
"  juft  ready  to  uncoif  one  another."  With  that 
Cornelius,  undreffed  as  he  was,  jumps  out  into  his 
Balcony,  his  Lyra  in  hand,  in  his  flippers,  with  his 
breeches  hanging  down  to  his  ancles,  a  flocking  upon 
his  head,  and  waiflcoat  of  murrey-coloured  fattin  upon  \ 
his.,  body :  He  touched  his  Lyra  with  a  very  unufual 
fort  of  an  Harpegiatura,  nor  were  his  hopes  frus- 
trated. The  odd  Equipage,  the  uncouth  Inflrument, 
the  ftrangenefs  of  the  Man  and  of  the  Mufick,  drew 
the  ears  and  the  eyes  of  the  whole  Mob  that  were 
got  about  the  two  female  Champions,  and  at  lafl  of 
the  Combatants  themfelves.  They  all  approached 
the  Balcony,  in  as  clofe  attention  as  Orpheus's  firft 
Audience  of  Cattle,  or  that  of  an  Italian  Opera,  when 
fome  favourite  air  is  juft  awakened.  This  fudden 
effect  of  his  Mufick  encouraged  him  mightily,  and  it 

was 

u  Horneck,  a  feiirrilous  Scribler,  who  wrote  a  weekly  paper, 
called  The  High  German  DoHor.  Waruurton. 
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was  obferved  he  never  touched  his  Lyre  in  fuch  a 
truly  chromatick  and  enharmonick  manner  as  upon 
that  occafion.  The  mob  laughed,  fung,  jumped, 
danced,  and  ufed  many  odd  geftures,  all  which  he 
judged  to  be  caufed  by  the  various  {trains  and  modu- 
lations. "  Mark"  (quoth  he)  "  in  this,  the  power 
"  of  the  Ionian,  in  that,  you  fee  the  effect  of  the 
"  JEolian."  But  in  a  little  time  they  began  to  grow 
riotous,  and  threw  {tones  :  Cornelius  then  withdrew, 
but  with  the  greateft  Air  of  Triumph  in  the  world. 
"  Brother,"  (faid  he,)  "  do  you  obferve  I  have  mixed 
"  unawares  too  much  of  the  Phrygian ;  I  might 
"  change  it  to  the  Lydian,  and  foften  their  riotous 
"  tempers  :  But  it  is  enough  :  learn  from  this  Sample 
"  to  fpeak  with  veneration  of  ancient  Mufick.  If 
"  this  Lyre  in  my  unfkilful  hands  can  perform  fuch 
cc  wonders,  what  mult  it  not  have  done  in  thofe  of  a 
"  Timotheus  or  a  Terpanderx?"  Having  faid  this, 
he  retired  with  the  utmoft  Exultation  in  himfelf, 
and  Contempt  of  his  Brother ;  and,  it  is  faid,  be- 
haved that  night  with  fuch  unufual  haughtinefs  to 
his  family,  that  they  all  had  reafon  to  wifh  for  fome 
ancient  Tibicen  to  calm  his  Temper. 

x  There  is  a  defcripiion  of  equal  humour  and  pleafantry  in 
Jotl  Collier,  where  the  mufkian  is  reprefenttd,  as  endeavouring  to 
fet  a  broken  leg,  by  playing  d'rfcnnt  tunes  on  bis  bnjfoon! 
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CHAP.  VII. 

RHETORICK,    LOGICK,    METAPHYSICKS. 

noRNELius  having  (as  hath  been  faid)  many 
ways  been  diiappointed  in  his  attempts  of  im- 
proving the  bodily  Forces  of  his  fon,  thought  it  now 
high  time  to  apply  to  the  Culture  of  his  Internal 
faculties.  He  judged*  it  proper  in  the  firlt  place  to 
mftrucl:  him  in  Rbetorkk.  But  herein  we  fhall  not 
need  to  give  the  Reader  any  account  of  his  wonderful 
progrefs,  fmce  it  is  already  known  to  the  learned 
world  by  his  Treatife  on  this  fubjec"t :  I  mean  the 
admirable  Difcourfe  Tl^\  B«0a,-,  which  he  wrote  at 
this  time,  but  concealed  from  his  Father,  knowing 
his  extreme  partiality  for  the  Ancients.  It  lay  by  him 
concealed,  and  perhaps  forgot  among  the  great  mul- 
tiplicity of  other  Writings,  till,  about  the  year  1727, 
he  fent  it  us  to  be  printed,  with  many  additional  ex- 
amples, drawn  from  the  excellent  live  Poets  of  this 
prefent  age.  We  proceed  therefore  to  Logick  and 
Metapbyficks. 

The  wife  Cornelius  was  convinced,  that  thefe  be- 
ing Polemical  Arts,  could  no  more  be  learned  alone, 
than  Fencing  or  Cudgel-playing.  He  thought  it 
therefore  neceflary  to  look  out  for  fome  Youth  of 
pregnant  parts,  to  be  a  fort  of  humble  Companion  to 

vol.  vi.  h  his 
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his  fon  in  thofe  ftudies.  His  good  fortune  directed 
him  to  one  of  the  mod  fingular  endowments,  whofe 
name  was  Conradus  Crambe,  who  by  the  father's 
fide  was  related  to  the  Crouches  of  Cambridge,  and 
his  mother  was  coufm  to  Mr.  Swan,  Gamefter  and 
Punfler  T  of  the  City  of  London.  So  that  from  both 
parents  he  drew  a  natural  difpofition  to  fport  hirafelf 
with  Words,  which  as  they  are  faid  to  be  the  counters 
of  wife  Men,  and  ready  money  of  Fools,  Crambe  had 
great  ftore  of  cafh  of  the  latter  fort.  Happy  Martin 
in  fuch  a  Parent,  and  fuch  a  Companion  1  What 
mia;ht  not  he  atchieve  in  Arts  and  Sciences  ? 

Here  I  mufl  premife  a  general  obfervation  of  great 
benefit  to  mankind.  That  there  are  many  people 
who-  have  the  ufe  only  of  one  Operation  of  the 
Intellect,  though,  like  fhort-fighted  men,  they  can 
hardly  difcover  it  themfelves  :  They, can  form  J, Ingle 

apprc- 

f  From  an  original  letter  of  the  celebrated  Lord  Chefierfield  to 
Dodington,  it  appears  how  much  puns  were  in  fafhicn  at  the  time, 
among  the  gayell  circles  :  — 

"  As  for  the  gay  part  of  the  town,  you  would  find  il 

much  more  flourifhing  than  when  you  left  it.  Balls,  afTemblies, 
and  mafquerades,  have  taken  place  of  dull  formal  viliting-days, 
and  the  women  are  become  much  more  the  *  agreeable  trl/Ies  they 
were  defigned. 

u  I  cannot  omit  ttlling  you,  that  puns  are  extremely  in  vogue, 
and  the  licence  very  great;  the  variation  of  three  or  four  letters  in 
a  word  of  iix.  breaks  no  fquares,  infomuch  that  an  indifferent 
funjhr  may  make  a  good  figure  in  the  beft  company,"  &c. 

This  was  written  1717. 

*  The  women  are  not  Bucfa  obliged  to  hi*  Lord/h'p. 
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apprehenfiom %  but  have  neither  of  the  other  two 
faculties,  the  judicium  or  difcurfus.  Now  as  it  is  wifely 
ordered,  that  people  deprived  of  one  fenfe,  have  the 
others  in  more  perfection,  fuch  people  will  form 
fingle  Ideas  with  a  great  deal  of  vivacity ;  and  happy 
were  it  indeed  if  they  would  confine  themfelves  to 
fuch,  without  forming  judicia,  much  lefs  argumenta- 
tions. 

Cornelius  quickly  difcovered,  that  thefe  tw<o  lafl 
operations  of  the  Intellect  were  very  weak  in  Martin, 
and  al-noft  totally  extinguifhed  in  Crambe ;  however 
he  ufed  to  fay,  that  Rules  of  Logick  are  Speclr.cles  to 
a  purblind  underftanding,  and  therefore  he  refolved 
to  proceed  with  his  two  pupils. 

Martin's  underftanding  was  fo  totally  immerfed  in 
fcnfible  objecls,  that  he  demanded  examples  from  Ma- 
terial things  of  the  abstracted  Ideas  of  Logick :  As 
for  Crambe,  he  contented  himfelf  with  the  Words, 
and  when  he  could  but  form  fome  conceit  upon 
them,  was  fully  fatisfied.  Thus  Crambe  would  tell 
his  Inftruetor,  that  All  men  were  not  Jingular  ;  that 
Individuality  could  hardly  be  predicated  of  any  man, 
for  it  was  commonly  faid  that  a  man  is  not  the 
fame  he  was,  that  madmen  are  bejide  themfelves,  and 

drunken 

%  When  Dr.  Mead  once  urged  to  our  Author  the  authority 
of  Patrick  the  Dictionary-maker,  againft  the  Latinity  of  the  ex- 
preffion,  amor  pullicus,  which  he  had  ufed  in  an  infeription,  he 
replied,  "  that  he  would  allow  a  Dictionary-maker  to  underftand 
a  fingle' word,  but  not  two  words  put  together."     Warburton. 

H  2 
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drunken  men  come  to  themfelves  /  which  {hews,  thai 
few  men  have  that  melt  valuable  logical  endowment,. 
Individuality  '.  Cornelius  told  Martin  that  a  moulder 
of  mutton  was  an  individual,  which  Cra  rued, 

for  he  had  feen  it  cut  into  commons :  That's  true 
(quoth  the  Tutor) ;  but  you  never  faw  it  cut  into 
fhoulders  of  mutton :  If  it  could  (quoth  Crambe)  it 
would  be  the  moil  lovely  individual  of  the  Univerfity. 
When  he  was  told  a  fubftance  was  that  which  was 
fubjeel  to  accidents  ;  then  Soldiers  (quoth  Crambe)  are 
the  mod  fubftantial  people  in  the  world.  Neither 
would  he  allow  it  to  be  a  good  definition  of  accident, 
that  it  could  be  prcjhit  or  abfent  iidtbout  the  deftruclion 
cf  the  fubjeel ;  fmce  there  are  a  great  many  accidents 
that  deflroy  the  fubjeel:,  as  burning  does  a  houfe,  and 
death  a  man.  But  as  to  that,  Cornelius  informed 
him,  that  there  was  a  natural  death,  and  a  logical 
death;  that  though  a  man  after  his  natural  death 
was  not  capable  of  the  leaft  parifh-office,  yet  he  might 
(till  keep  his  Stall  among  the  logical  predicaments. 

Cornelius 

a  •'  But  if  it  Be  pofiible  for  the  fame  man  to  have  difttnA  in- 
"  communicable  confeioufnefs  at  different  times,  it  is  without 
•*  doubt  the  fame  man  would  at  different  times  make  differei  t 
"  perfons.  Which  we  fee  is  the  fenfe  of  mankind  in  not  punifhing 
•*  the  mad  man  for  the  fober  man's  adtions,  nor  the  fober  man 
"  for  what  the  mad  man  did,  thereby  making  them  two  perfons  ; 
**  which  is  furnewhat  explained  by  our  way  of  fpeaking  in  Englifh^ 
**  when  they  fay  fuch  an  one  is  not  himfelft  or  is  befides  himfr/f." 
Locke's  EJfy  on  Human  Utulerjlandhig.,  B-  ii.  c.  27. 

Warb.ub.ton. 

Pope  frequently  owned  he  did  not  rclifh  Locke,  nor  the  gene- 
rality of  writers  on  metaphyseal  fubjec\s.  Wartojt. 
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•Cornelius  was  forced  to  give  Martin  fenfible  images ; 
thus  calling  up  the  Coachman,  he  aiked  him  what 
he  had  feen  in  the  Bear-garden  ?  the  man  anfwered, 
he  faw  two  men  fight  a  prize;  one  was  a  fair 
man,  a  Serjeant  in  the  Guards ;  the  other  black,  a 
Butcher ;  the  Serjeant  had  red  Breeches,  the  Butcher 
blue  j  they  fought  upon  a  Stage  about  four  o'clock, 
and  the  Serjeant  wounded  the  Butcher  in  the  leg. 
"  Mark"  (quoth  Cornelius)  "  how  the  fellow  runs 
"  through  the  predicaments  \  Men,  fubjiantia  ; 
"  two,  quantitas ;  fair  and  black,  qzialhas ;  Serjeant 
"  and  Butcher,  reiatto ;  wounded  the  other,  aclio  et 
"  pajfio  ;  fighting,  fit  us  ;  Stage,  ubi ;  two  o'Clock, 
"  quando  ;  blue  and  red  Breeches,  habitus"  At  the 
fame  time  he  warned  Martin,  that  what  he  now 
learned  as  a  Logician,  he  mud  forget  as  a  natural 
Philofopher ;  that  though  he  now  taught  them  that 
accidents  inhered  in  the  fubject,  they  would  find  in 
time  there  was  no  fuch  thing ;  and  that  colour,  tafle, 
fmell,  heat,  and  cold,  were  not  in  the  things,  but 
only  phantafms  of  our  brains.  He  was  forced  to  let 
them  into  this  fecret,  for  Martin  could  not  conceive 
how  a  habit  of  dancing  inhered  in  a  danciiig-maften 

when 

b  I  have  frequently  heard  Mr  Harris,  who  was  a  man  of  as 
much  humour  as  philofophy,  laugh  at  and  enjoy  this  paflage  of 
Scriblerus.  Warton. 

The  humour  of  the  whole  chapter  is  indeed  inimitable  : — I  can 
fcarcely  think  Johnfon  read  it,  or  furely  it  mutt  have  excited  a 
fmile,  notwithftanding  his  philofophic  dignity. 

H3 
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when  he  did  not  dance ;  nay,  he  would  demand 
the  Characterifticks  of  Relations :  Crambe  ufed  to 
help  him  out  by  telling  him,  a  Cuckold,  a  lofing 
Gamefter,  a  man  that  had  not  dined,  a  young 
Heir  that  was  kept  fhort  by  his  Father,  might  be 
all  known  by  their  countenance ;  that,  in  this  lad 
cafe,  the  Paternity  and  Filiation  leave  very  fen- 
fible  impreffions  in  the  relatum  and  correlaium.  The 
greatefl  difficulty  was  when  they  came  to  the  Tenth 
predicament :  Crambe  affirmed,  that  his  habitus 
was  more  a  fubftance  than  he  was ;  for  his  clothes 
could  better  fubfifl  without  him,  than  he  without  his 
clothes. 

Martin  fuppofed  an  Unlverfal  Man  to  be  like  a 
Knight  of  the  Shire,  or  a  Burgefs  of  a  Corporation, 
that  reprefented  a  great  many  Individuals.  His  Father 
ail;ed  him,  if  he  could  not  frame  the  Idea  of  an  Uni- 
verfal  Lord  Mayor?  Martin  told  him,  that,  never 
having  fccn  but  one  Lord  Mayor,  the  Idea  of  that 
Lord  Mayor  always  returned  to  his  mind ;  that 
lie  had  great  difficulty  to  abftract  a  Lord  Mayor 
from  his  Fur  Gown,  and  Gold  Chain ;  nay,  that 
the  Horfe  he  faw  the  Lord  Mayor  ride  upon,  not  a 
little  difturbed  his  imagination.  On  the  other  hand, 
Crambe,  to  mew  himfclf  of  a  more  penetrating  genius, 
fwore  that  he  could  frame  a  conception  of  a  Lord 
Mayor,  not  only  without  his  Horfe,  Gown,  and  Gold 
Chain,  bat  even  without  Stature,  Feature,  Colour, 
Hand?,  Head,  Feet,  or  any  Body  ;  which  he  fuppofed 

was 
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was  the  abftract.  of  a  Lord  Mayor c.  Cornelius  told 
him,  that  he  was  a  lying  Rafcal ;  that  an  Univerfale 
was  not  the  object  of  imagination,  and  that  there  was 
no  fuch  thing  in  Reality,  or  a  parte  Rei.  But  I 
can  prove  (quoth  Crambe)  that  there  are  Chjiers  a 
parte  Rei,  but  Clyjiers  are  Univerfales  ;  ergo.  Thus  I 
prove  my  Minor.  Quod  aptum  eji.  inejfe  muftis,  is  an 
univerfale  by  definition :  but  every  clyfter  before  it  is 
adminiftered  has  that  quality ;  therefore  every  clyfter 
is  an  univerfale. 

He  alfo  found  fault  with  the  Advertifements,  that 
they  were  not  ftrict  logical  definitions  :  In  an  adver- 
rifement  of  a  Dog  ftolcn  or  ftrayed,  he  faid  it  ought 
to  begin  thus,  An  irrational  animal  of  the  Genus  ca. 
ninum,  &c.  Cornelius  told  them,  that  though  thofe 
advertifements  were  not  framed  according  to  the  exact 
rules  of  logical  definitions,  being  only  defcriptions  of 
things  numero  differ entib as,  yet  they  contained  a  faint 
image  of  the  pradicabilia,  and  were  highly  fubfer- 
vient  to  the  common  purpofes  of  life ;  often  difco- 
vering  things  that  were  loft,  both  animate  and  inani- 
mate.    An   Italian   Greyhound,    of  a   moufe-colour,   a 

white 

e  This  Is  not  a  fair  reprefentation  of  what  is  faid  in  the  Effay  on 
Human  Underjland'mg^  concerning  general  and  abjlrati  Ideas.  But 
ferious  "Writers  have  done  that  Philofopher  the  fame  injuflice  with 
thefe  wanton  Wits,  who  employed  this  ridicule  in  compliment  to 
the  fentiments  of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  in  his  Metaphyfics,  or 
Jirjl  Philofophy,  borrows  the  reafoning  of  thofe  ferious  Writers 
againft  general  and  altjlrael  Ideas.  War3U rton. 

H4 
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white  J peck  in  the  neck,  lame  of  one  leg,  belongs  to  fuch 
a  Lady.  Greyhound,  genus ;  mouie-coloured,  &c. 
differentia  ;  lame  of  one  leg,  accidens  ;  belongs  to  fuch 
a  Lady,  proprium. 

Though  I  am  afraid  I  have  tranfgrefied  upon  my 
Reader's  patience  already,  I  cannot  help  taking  notice 
of  one  thing,  more  extraordinary  than  any  yet  men- 
tioned ;  which  was  Crambe's  Treatife  of  Sy/logifms. 
He  fuppofed,  that  a  Philofopher's  brain  was  like  a 
great  Foreft,  where  Ideas  ranged  like  animals  of 
feveral  kinds ;  that  thofe  Ideas  copulated,  and  en- 
gendered Conclufions ;  that  when  thofe  of  different 
Species  copulate,  they  bring  forth  monfters  or  ab- 
furdities ;  that  the  Major  is  the  male,  the  Minor  the 
female,  which  copulate  by  the  Middle  Term,  and 
engender  the  Conclufion.  Hence  they  are  called  the 
pramiffa,  or  Predeceffors  of  the  Conclufion  ;  and  it  is 
properly  faid  by  the  Logicians,  quod  pariant  fcientiam, 
opinionem,  they  beget  fcience,  opinion,  &c.  Univerfal 
Propofitions  are  Perfons  of  quality ;  and  therefore 
in  Logick  they  are  faid  to  be  of  the  firft  Figure.  Sin- 
gular Propofitions  are  private  perfons,  and  therefore 
placed  in  the  third  or  lafl  figure,  or  rank.  From 
thofe  principles  all  the  rules  of  Syllogifms  naturally 
follow. 

I.  That  there  are  only  Three  Terms,  neither  more 
nor  lefs ;  for  to  a  child  there  can  be  only  one 
father  and  one  mother. 

ii.  From 
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11.  From  univerfal  premises  there  follows  an  uni- 
verfal  conclufion,  as  if  one  mould  fay,  that  per- 
fons  of  quality  always  beget  perfons  of  quality. 

in.  From  the  fingular  premiffes  follows  only  a  fin 
gular  conclufion ;  that  is,  if  the  parents  be  only 
private  people,  the  iifue  mud  be  fo  likewife. 

iv.  From  particular  propofitions  nothing  can  be 
concluded,  becaufe  the  Individua  vaga  are  (like 
whore-mafters  and  common  {trumpets)  barren, 
v.  There  cannot  be  more  in  the  conclufion  than 
was  in  the  premiffes,  that  is,  children  can  only 
inherit  from  their  parents. 

vi.  The  conclufion  follows  the  weaker  part,  that  is, 

children,  inherit  the  difeafes  of  their  parents. 
vii.  From  two  negatives  nothing  can  be  concluded, 
for  from  divorce  or  feparation  there  can  come 
no  iifue. 
viii.  The  medium  cannot  enter  the  conclufion,  that 
being  logical  incefl. 

ix.  An  hypothetical  propofition  is  only  a  contract, 
or  a  promife  of  marriage ;  from  fuch  therefore 
there  can  fpring  no  real  iffue. 
x.  When  the  premiffes  or  parents  are  neceffarily 
joined  (or  in  lawful  wedlock)  they  beget  law- 
ful iffue ;  but  contingently  joined,  they  beget 
baftards. 

So  much  for   the  Affirmative  propofitions ;    the 
Negative  muff  be  deferred  to  another  occafion. 

Crambe 
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Crambe  ufcd  to  value  himfelf  upon  this  Syftem, 
from  whence  he  faid  one  might  fee  the  propriety  of 
the  expremon,  fuch  a  one  has  a  barren  imagination  ; 
and  how  common  it  is  for  fuch  people  to  adopt  con- 
clufions  that  are  not  the  iifue  of  their  premiffes? 
therefore  as  an  Abfurdity  is  a  Monjler,  a  Fallity  is  a 
Bajlard ;  and  a  true  conclufion  that  followeth  not 
from  the  premiffes,  may  properly  be  faid  to  be  adopted. 
But  then  what  is  an  Enthymem  ?  (quoth  Cornelius.) 
Why,  an  Enthymem  (replied  Crambe)  is  when  the 
Major  is  indeed  married  to  the  Minor,  but  the  Mar- 
riage keptfecret. 

Metaphysicks  were  a  large  field  in  which  to  ex- 
ercife  the  Weapons  Logick  had  put  into  their  hands. 
Here  Martin  and  Crambe  ufed  to  engage  like  any 
prize-fighters,  before  their  Father  and  his  other 
Learned  Companions  of  the  Sympofiacks.  And  as 
prize-fighters  will  agree  to  lay  afide  a  buckler,  or 
fome  fuch  defenfive  weapon,  fo  would  Crambe  pro- 
mife  not  to  ufejtmp/iciter  et  fecund  urn  quid,  provided 
Martin  would  part  with  materia/iter  et  formaliter : 
But  it  was  found,  that  without  the  help  of  the  defen- 
five armour  of  thofe  Diftinctions,  the  arguments  cut 
fo  deep,  that  they  fetched  blood  at  every  firokc. 
Their  Thcfes  were  picked  out  of  Suarez,  Thomas 
Aquinas,  and  other  learned  writers  on  thofe  fub- 
jects.  I  fhall  give  the  Reader  a  taftc  of  fome  of 
them. 

I.  If 
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I.  If  the  Innate  Defire  of  the  knowledge  of  Me- 
taphyficks  was  the  caufe  of  the  Fall  of  Adam  ; 
and  the  Arbor  Porpbyriana,  the  Tree  of  Know- 
ledge of  good  and  evil  ?  affirmed. 
11.  If  tranfcendental  goodnefs  could  be  truly  pre- 
dicated of  the  Devil  ?  affirmed. 
in.  Whether  one,  or  many  be  firfl  ?  or  if  one  doth 

not  fuppofe  the  notion  of  many  ?     Suarez. 
iv.  If  the  defire  of  news  in  mankind  be  appetitus 

innatus,  not  elicitus  ?  affirmed. 
v.  Whether  there  is  in  human  understandings  po- 
tential falfities  ?  affirmed. 
vi.  Whether  God  loves  a  poffible  Angel  better  than 

an  aclually-cxijlent  JJyel  denied. 
vii.  If  Angels  pafs  from  one   extreme  to   another 

without  going  through  the  middle  ?    Aquinas. 
viii.  If  Angels  know  things  more  clearly  in  a  morn- 
ing ?    Aquinas rf. 

ix.  Whether 

d  An  hundred  other  queflions,  far  more  ridiculous  than  this, 
may  be  extracted  out  of  Thomas  Aquinas.  It  does  not  feem  to 
be  much  known  that  he  alfo  was  a  Poet,  and  author  of  a  celebrated 
Latin  Hymn,  beginning  thus  : 

"  Pange  Lingua  gloriofi 
Corporis  myllerium, 
Sanguinifque  pretiofi 

Quern  in  mundi  Prcthim, 
Fru&us  Ventris  generoii 

Rex  effudit  Gentium." 
In  this  Trochaic  meafure  mod  of  the  Hymns  ufed  in  the  Romifh 
Church  are  written,  the  feet  being  to  be  meafured  by  accent,  not 
quantity,  like  the  following: 

"  Where  each  old  poetic  mountain, 

Infpiration  breath'd  around  I"  Wartok. 
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ix.  Whether  every  Angel  hears  what  one  Angel 

fays  to  another  ?  denied.     Aquinas. 
x.  If  temptation  be  proprium  quarto  modo  of  the 

Devil  ?  denied.     Aquinas. 
xi.  Whether  one  Devil   can  illuminate  another? 

Aquinas. 
xii.  If  there  would  have  been  any  females  born  in 

the  State  of  Innocence  ?    Aquinas. 
xni.  If  the  Creation  was  fmifhed  in  fix  days,  becaufe 
fix  is  the  mofl  perfect  number  ;  or  if  fix  be  the 
moft  perfect  number,  becaufe  the  Creation  was 
fmifhed  in  fix  days  ?    Aquinas. 
There  were  feveral  others,  of  which  in  the  courfc 
of  the  life  of  this  learned  Perfon  we  may  have 
occafion   to   treat ;    and   one    particularly   that 
remains  undecided  to   this  day ;   it  was  taken 
from  the  learned  Suarez. 
xiv.  An  prater  effe  reale  aclualis  effentia  fit  aliud  effe 
neceffarium   quo  res  actua liter  exijlat?    In  En- 
glifh  thus.     Whether  befides  the  real  being  of 
actual  being,  there  be  any  other  being  neceffary 
to  caufe  a  thing  to  be  ? 

This  brings  into  my  mind  a  project  to  banifli  Me- 
taphyficks  out  of  Spain,  which  it  was  fuppofed  might 
be  effectuated  by  this  method :  That  nobody  mould 
ufe  any  Compound  or  Decompound  of  the  Subflantial 
Verbs,  but  as  they  are  read  in  the  common  conjuga- 
tions :  for  every  body  will  allow,  that  if  you  debar 
3  a  Meta- 
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a  Metaphyfician  from  en$\  effentia,  entitas,  fubflantia, 
&c.  there  is  an  end  of  him. 

Crarabe  regretted  extremely,  that  Subflantial  Forms, 
a  race  of  harmlefs  beings,  which  had  laded  for  many 
years,  and  afforded  a  comfortable  fubfiftence  to  many 
poor  Philofophers,  mould  now  be  hunted  down  like 
fo  many  Wolves,  without  the  poffibility  of  a  retreat. 
He  confidered  that  it  had  gone  much  harder  with 
them  than  with  EJfences,  which  had  retired  from  the 
Schools  into  the  Apothecaries  Shops,  where  fome  of 
them  had  been  advanced  into  the  degree  of  Qiunt- 
effenccs.  He  thought  there  mould  be  a  retreat  for 
poor  fubflantia 7  forms ,  amongft  the  Gentlemen- ufhers 
at  court ;  and  that  there  were  indeed  fubflantia!  for  jus, 
fuch  as  forms  of  Prayer,  and  forms  of  Government, 
without  which  the  things  themfelves  could  never  long 
fubfift.  He  alfo  ufed  to  wonder  that  there  was  not 
a  reward  for  fuch  as  could  find  out  a  fourth  Figure 
in  Logick,  as  well  as  for  thofe  who  mould  difcover 
the  Longitude. 
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C  II  A  P.    VIII. 


ANATOMY. 


/Cornelius,  it  is  certain,  had  a  moil:  fuperftitious 
veneration  for  the  Ancients ;    and  if  they  con- 
tradicted each  other,  his   Reafon  was  fo  pliant  and 
duclile,  that  he  was  always  of  the  opinion  of  the  lafl 
he  read.   But  he  reckoned  it  a  point  of  honour  never 
to  be  vanquifhed  in  a  difpute ;  from  which  quality  he 
acquired  the  Title  of  the  Invincible  Doctor.     While 
the  Profeflbr  of  Anatomy  was  demonftrating  to  his 
fon  the  feveral  kinds  of  Inteftines,  Cornelius  affirmed 
that  there  were  only  two,  (the  Colon  and  the  Aichos^ 
according  to  Hippocrates,  who  it  was  impoflible  could 
ever  be  miftaken.     It  was  in  vain  to  allure  him  this 
error  proceeded  from  want  of  accuracy  in  dividing 
the  whole  Canal  of  the  Guts :  Say  what  you  pleafe 
(he   replied)  this   is    both    mine   and    Hippocrates's 
opinion.     You  may  with  equal  reafon  (anfwered  the 
Profeflbr)  affirm,  that  a  man's  Liver  hath  live  Lobes, 
and  deny  the  Circulation  of  the  blood.     Ocular  de- 
monstration (faid  Cornelius)  feems  to  be  on  your 
fide,  yet  I  fhall  not  give  it  up.     Show  me  any  vifcus 
of  the  human  body,  and  I  will  bring  you  a  monfter 
that  differs  from  the  common  rule  in  the  ftructure  of 

it. 

e  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  whole  Chapter  is  by  Dr. 
Aibuthnot,  whofe  fclencc  was  equal  to  his  humour,  and  much 
heightened  by  it.  War  ton. 
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it.  If  Nature  fhews  fuch  variety  in  the  fame  age,  why 
may  fhe  not  have  extended  further  in  feveral  ages  ? 
Produce  me  a  man  now  of  the  age  of  an  Antediluvian? 
of  the  flrength  of  Samfon,  or  the  fize  of  the  Giants. 
If  in  the  whole,  why  not  in  the  parts  of  the  body, 
may  it  not  be  poilible  the  prefent  generation  of  men 
may  differ  from  the  Ancients  ?  The  Moderns  have 
perhaps  lengthened  the  channel  of  the  guts  by  Glut- 
tony, and  diminimed  the  liver  by  hard  Drinking. 
Though  it  mail  be  demonstrated  that  modern  blood' 
circulates,  yet  I  will  believe  with  Hippocrates,  that 
the  blood  of  the  Ancients  had  a  flux  and  reflux  from 
the  heart,  like  a  Tide.  Confider  how  Luxurv  hath 
introduced  new  difeafes,  and  with  them  not  impro- 
bably altered  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  Fluids.  Con- 
fider how  the  current  of  mighty  Rivers,  nay  the  very 
channels  of  the  Ocean  are  changed  from  what  they 
were  in  ancient  days ;  and  can  we  be  fo  vain  to 
imagine,  that  the  Microcofm  of  the  human  body  alone 
is  exempted  from  the  fate  of  all  things  ?  I  queftion 
not  but  plaufible  Conjectures  may  be  made  even  as 
to  the  Time  when  the  blood  firft  began  to  circulate. 
— Such  difputes  as  thefe  frequently  perplexed  the 
ProfefTor  to  that  degree  that  he  would  now  and  then 
in  a  paffion  leave  him  in  the  middle  of  a  Lecture,  as 
he  did  at  this  time. 

There  unfortunately  happened  foon  after,  an  un- 
ufual  accident,  which  retarded  the  profecution  of  the 
ftudies  of  Martin.     Having  purchafed  the  body  of  a 

Malefactor, 
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Malefactor,  he  hired  a  Room  for  its  difTe£tion  near 
the  Peft-Fields  in  St.  Giles's,  at  a  little  diflance  from 
Tyburn-Road.  Crambe  (to  whofe  care  this  body 
was  committed)  carried  it  thither  about  twelve  a 
clock  at  night  in  a  Hackney-coach,  few  Houfe- 
keepers  being  very  willing  to  let  their  lodgings  to 
fuch  kind  of  Operators.  As  he  was  foftly  {talking 
up  ftairs  in  the  dark,  with  the  dead  man  in  his  arms, 
his  burthen  had  like  to  have  flipped  from  him,  which 
he  (to  fave  from  falling)  grafped  fo  hard  about  the 
belly,  that  it  forced  the  wind  through  the  Anus,  with 
a  noife  exactly  like  the  Crepitus  of  a  living  man. 
Crambe  (who  did  not  comprehend  how  this  part  of 
the  Animal  Economy  could  remain  in  a  dead  man) 
was  fo  terrified  that  he  threw  down  the  body,  ran 
up  to  his  mafter,  and  had  fcarce  breath  to  tell  him 
what  had  happened.  Martin,  with  all  his  Philofophy, 
could  not  prevail  upon  him  to  return  to  his  Poft. — 
You  may  fay  what  you  pleafe  (quoth  Crambe)  no 
man  alive  ever  broke  wind  more  naturally ;  nay,  he 
feemed  to  be  mightily  relieved  by  it. — The  rolling  of 
the  corpfe  down  {fairs  made  fuch  a  noife  that  it 
awaked  the  whole  houfe.  The  maid  fhrieked,  the 
landlady  cried  out  Thieves !  but  the  landlord,  in  his 
{hirt  as  he  was,  taking  a  candle  in  one  hand,  and  a 
drawn  fword  in  the  other,  ventured  out  of  the  room. 
The  maid,  with  only  a  fingle  petticoat,  ran  up  {fairs, 
but  fpurning  at  the  dead  body,  fell  upon  it  in  a  fwoon. 
Now  the  landlord  flood  {till  and  liftened,  then  he 

looked 
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looked  behind  him,  and  ventured  down  in  this  man- 
ner one  flair  after  another,  till  he  came  where  lay  his 
maid,  as  dead,  upon  another  corpfe  unknown.  The 
wife  ran  into  the  flreet,  and  cried  out  Murder! 
the  Watch  ran  in,  while  Martin  and  Crambe,  hear- 
ing all  this  uproar,  were  coming  down  flairs.  The 
Watch  imagining  they  were  making  their  efcape, 
feized  them  immediately,  and  carried  them  to  a 
neighbouring  Juuice ;  where,  upon  fearching  them, 
feveral  kind  of  knives  and  dreadful  weapons  were 
found  upon  them.  The  Juftice  firfl  examined  Crambe 
— What  is  your  Name  ?  fays  the  Juftice.  I  have 
acquired  (quoth  Crambe)  no  great  Name  as  yet; 
they  call  me  Crambe  or  Crambo,  no  matter  which, 
as  to  myfelf ;  though  it  may  be  fome  difpute  to  pofle- 
rity. — What  is  yours  and  your  Mailer's  profeffion  ? 
"  It  is  our  bufmefs  to  imbrue  our  hands  in-blood ; 
"  we  cut  off  the  heads,  and  pull  out  the  hearts  of 
"  thofe  that  never  injured  us ;  we  rip  up  big-bellied 
"  women,  and  tear  children  limb  from  limb."  Mar- 
tin endeavoured  to  interrupt  him ;  but  the  Juilice, 
being  flrangely  aflonifhed  with  the  franknefs  of 
Crambe's  Confeffion,  ordered  him  to  proceed ;  upon 
which  he  made  the  following  Speech : 

"  May  it  pleafe  your  Worfhip,  as  touching  the 
"  body  of  this  man,  I  can  anfwer  each  head  that  my 
"  accufers  allege  againft  me,  to  a  hair.  They  have 
"  hitherto  talked  like  num-fculls  without  brains ; 
"  but  if  your  Worfhip  will  not  only  give  ear,  but 
vol.  vi.  1  "  regard 
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".  regard  me  with  a  favourable  eye,  I  will  not  be 
"  brow-beaten  by  the  fupercilious  looks  of  my  ad- 
"  verfaries,  who  now  fland  cheek  by  jowl  by  your 
"  Worfhip.  I  will  prove  to  their  faces,  that  their 
"  foul  mouths  have  not  opened  their  lips  without  a 
"  falfity ;  though  they  have  mowed  their  teeth  as  if 
"  they  would  bite  off  my  nofe.  Now,  Sir,  that  I 
".  may  fairly  flip  my  neck  out  of  the  collar,  I  beg 
"  this  matter  may  not  be  flightly  fkinned  over. 
"  Though  I  have  no  man  here  to  back  me,  I  will 
"  unbofom  myfelf,  fmce  Truth  is  on  my  fide,  and 
"  fhall  give  them  their  bellies  full,  though  they  think 
"  they  have  me  upon  the  hip.  Whereas  they  fay 
"  I  came  into  their  lodgings,  with  arms,  and  mur- 
'*  dered  this  man  without  their  privity,  I  declare  I 
ci  had  not  the  leafl  finger  in  it ;  and  fince  I  am  to 
"  ftand  upon  my  own  legs,  nothing  of  this  matter 
"  fhall  be  left  till  I  fet  it  upon  a  right  foot.  In  the 
"  vein  I  am  in,  I  cannot  for  my  heart's  blood  and 
"  guts  bear  this  ufage :  I  fhall  not  fpare  my  lungs 
"  to  defend  my  good  name :  I  was  ever  reckoned  a 
"  good  liver ;  and  I  think  I  have  the  bowels  of  com- 
*.'  paflion.  I  afk  but  juftice,  and  from  the  crown  of 
"  my  head  to  the  fole  of  my  foot,  I  mall  ever  ac- 
"  knowledge  myfelf,  your  Worfhip's  humble  Ser- 
"  vant." 

The  Juftice  flared,  the  Landlord  and  Landlady 
lifted  up  their  eyes,  and  Martin  fretted,  while  Crambe 
talked  in  this  rambling  incoherent  manner  j   till  at 

length 
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length  Martin  begged  to  be  heard.  It  was  with  great 
difficulty  that  the  Juftice  was  convinced,  till  they  fent 
for  the  Finilher  of  human  laws,  of  whom  the  Corpfe 
had  been  purchafed ;  who  looking  near  the  left  ear, 
knew  his  own  work,  and  gave  Oath  accordingly. 

No  fooner  was  Martin  got  home,  but  he  fell  into 
a  paflion  at  Crambe.  "  What  Demon,''  he  cried, 
"  hath  poffefTed  thee,  that  thou  wilt  never  forfake 
'*  that  impertinent  cuftom  of  punning  ?  Neither  my 
"  counfel  nor  my  example  have  thus  milled  thee ; 
<c  thou  governeft  thyfelf  by  molt  erroneous  Maxims." 
Far  from  it  (anfvvers  Crambe),  my  life  is  as  orderly 
as  my  Dictionary,  for  by  my  Dictionary  I  order 
my  life.  I  have  made  a  Kalendar  of  radical  words 
for  all  the  feafons,  months,  and  days  of  the  year: 
Every  day  I  am  under  the  dominion  of  a  certain 
Word :  but  this  day  in  particular  I  cannot  be  milled, 
for  I  am  governed  by  one  that  rules  all  fexes,  ages, 
conditions,  nay  all  animals  rational  and  irrational. 
Who  is  not  governed  by  the  word  Led?  Our 
Noblemen  and  Drunkards  are  pimp-led,  Phyficians 
and  Puifes  fee-led,  their  Patients  and  Oranges  pil-led, 
a  New-married  Man  and  an  Afs  are  bride-led,  an 
Old-married  Man  and  a  Pack-horfe  fad-led,  Cats  and 
Dice  are  rat-led,  Swine  and  Nobility  are  fty-led,  a 
Coquet  and  a  Tinder-box  are  fpark-led,  a  Lover  and 
a  Blunderer  are  grove-led.  And  that  I  may  not  be 
tedious — Which  thou  art  (replied  Martin,  {lamping 
with  his  foot),  which  thou  art,   I  fay,   beyond  all 

1  2  human 


ii6  MEMOIRS  OF 

human  toleration.  Such  an  unnatural,  unaccountable, 
uncoherent,  unintelligible,  unprofitable — There  it  is- 
now !  (interrupted  Crambe)  this  is  your  day  for  Uns, 
Martin  could  bear  no  longer — however,  compofing 
his  countenance,  Come  hither,  he  cried,  there  are 
five  pounds  feventeen  millings  and  nine-pence :  thou 
hall  been  with  me  eight  months,  three  weeks,  two 
days,  and  four  hours.  Poor  Crambe  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  his  Salary  fell  into  tears,  flung  the  money 
upon  the  ground,  and  burft  forth  in  thefe  words  : — 

0  Cicero,  Cicero f !  if  to  pun  be  a  crime,  'tis  a  crime 

1  have  learned  from  thee :  O  Bias,  Bias  I  if  to  pun 
be  a  crime,  by  thy  example  was  I  bias'd. — Where- 
upon Martin  (confidering  that  one  of  the  greatefl:  of 
Orators,  and  even  a  Sage  of  Greece  had  punned) 
hefitated,  relented,  and  re-inftated  Crambe  in  his 
Service. 

f  Who  irritated  Auguftus  by  his  pun  on  the  word  Tollcndm% 
applied  to  that  Ufurper.  Cicero  it  I;  well  known  had  too  much 
levity  in  his  witty  fatcafms.  Wartos. 
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HOW    MARTINUS    BECAME    A    GREAT    CRITIC. 

TT  was  a  mofl:  peculiar  Talent  in  Martinus,  to  con- 
vert every  Trifle  into  a  ferious  thing,  either  in  the 
way  of  Life,  or  in  Learning.  This  can  no  way  be 
better  exemplified,  than  in  the  effect  which  the  Puns 
of  Crambe  had  on  the  Mind  and  Studies  of  Martinus. 
He  conceived,  that  fomewhat  of  a  like  Talent  to  this 
of  Crambe,  of  ajfcmbling  parallel  founds,  either  fyl- 
lables,  or  words,  might  conduce  to  the  Emendation 
and  Correction  of  Ancient  Authors g,  if  applied  to  their 

Works, 

6  Jortin  has  more  than  once  animadverted  on  our  Author's  Sar- 
cafms  on  Critics  and  Grammarians  ;  and,  in  the  Life  of  Erafmus, 
-fays,  "  I  rememher  to  have  met  with  a  paiTage  in  a  certain  writer, 
which  is  not  at  all  favourable  to  the  Grammarians.  «  My  friend- 
ship I  heftow  upon  Philofophers  ; — as  to  Sophifts,  little  Gram- 
marians, and  fuch  fort  of  fcoundrels,  and  Cacodsemons,  I  neither 
have,  or  ever  will  have,  any  regard  for  them.'  The  man  abhors 
Grammarians  and  Grammar,  I  fuppofe.  But  who  is  the  author 
of  this  bit  of  Greek,  thus  literally  translated  ?  An  extraordinary 
perfon,  I  affure  you ;  a  Proje&or,  a  Vifionaire,  a  Linguift  by  in. 
fpiration,  a  Crack,  a  Conjurer;  in  fhort,  Apollonius  Tyanenfis. 
He  is  the  man  ;  and  the  Grammarians  account  it  no  difgrace  to  be 
vilified  by  a  Mountebank."  Warton. 

The  Horace  and  Milton  of  Bentley  are  juft  fubje&s  of  fatire, 
particularly  the  latter,  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  fay  whether  the 
prefumption  or  ill  tafte  of  the  Commentator  is  the  mod  confpi- 
cuous.  We  can  hardly  believe,  as  Dr.  Johnfon  infmuates,  that  he 
fccretly  laughed  at  his  own  performance.  Bannister. 

*3 
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Works,  with  the  fame  diligence,  and  the  fame  liberty. 
He  refolved  to  try  firft  upon  Virgil,  Horace,  and 
Terence ;  concluding,  that,  if  the  moji  correcl  Authors 
could  be  fo  ferved  with  any  reputation  to  the  Critic, 
the  amendment  and  alteration  of  all  the  rejl  would 
eafily  follow ;  whereby  a  new,  a  vaft,  nay  boundlefs 
Field  of  Glory  would  be  opened  to  the  true  and 
abfolute  Critic. 

This  Specimen  on  Virgil  he  has  given  us,  in  the 
Addenda  to  his  Notes  on  the  Dunciad.  His  Terence 
and  Horace  are  in  every  body's  hands,  under  the 
names  of  Richard  B — ley,  and  Francis  H — re  \  And 
we  have  convincing  proofs  that  the  late  Edition  of 
Milton,  published  in  the  name  of  the  former  of  thefe, 
was  in  truth  the  Work  of  no  other  than  our  Scrib- 
lerus. 

h  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  it  is  faid,  fpoke  with  much  contempt  (but 
furcly  without  juft  grounds)  of  thofe  two  accoinplimed  fcholars 
and  critics,  for  fquabbling,  as  he  exprefied  it,  about  an  old  play- 
booh.  Whitlon  mentions  this  in  his  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Chirke, 
p.  113.  Warton. 
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CHAP.    X. 

OF    MARTINUS's    UNCOMMON   PRACTICE  OF  PHYSIC, 
AND  HOW  HE  APPLIED  HIMSELF  TO  THE  DISEASES 

OF  THE  MIND. 

nuT  it  is  high  time  to  return  to  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Progrefs  of  Martinus  in  the  Studies  of  Phyfick, 
and  to  enumerate  fome  at  lead  of  the  many  Difco- 
veries  and  Experiments  he  made  therein. 

One  of  the  firft  was  his  Method  of  investigating 
latent  Diftempers,  by  the  fagacious  Quality  of  Setting- 
Dogs  and  Pointers.  The  fuccefs,  and  the  adventures 
that  befel  him,  when  he  walked  with  thefe  Animals, 
to  fmell  them  out  in  the  parks  and  public  places 
about  London,  are  what  we  would  willingly  relate ; 
but  that  his  own  Account,  together  with  a  Lift  of 
thofe  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  at  whom  they  made  a  Full 
fet9  will  be  publifhed  in  time  convenient.  There  will 
alfo  be  added  the  Reprefentation,  which,  on  occafion 
of  one  diftemper  which  was  become  almofl  epidemi- 
cal, he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  lay  before  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  intitled,  A  Propcfal  for  a  general 
Flux,  to  exterminate  at  one  blow  the  P — x  out  of  this 
kingdom. 

But  being  wearied  of  all  practice  onfatid  Bodies  ; 
from  a  certain  nicenefs  of  Conftitution  (efp°cially 
"when  he  attended  Dr.  Woodward  through  a  Twelve- 
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months'  courfe  of  Vomition)  he  determined  to  leave 
it  off  entirely,  and  to  apply  himfelf  only  to  difeafes  of 
the  Mind.  He  attempted  to  find  out  Specificks  for 
all  the  PaJJions  ;  and  as  other  Phyficians  throw  their 
Patients  into  fweats,  vomits,  purgations,  &c.  he  carl 
them  into  Love,  Hatred,  Hope,  Fear,  Joy,  Grief,  &c. 
And  indeed  the  great  Irregularity  of  the  Paffions  in 
the  Englifh  Nation,  was  the  chief  motive  that  induced 
him  to  apply  his  whole  iludies,  while  he  continued 
among  us,  to  the  Difeafes  of  the  Mind. 

To  this  purpofe  he  directed,  in  the  firfl:  place,  his 
late  acquired  fkill  in  Anatomy.  He  confidered  Virtues 
and  Vices  as  certain  Habits  which  proceed  from  the 
natural  Formation  and  Structure  of  particular  parts 
of  the  body.  A  Bird  flies  becaufe  it  has  Wings,  a 
Duck  fwims  becaufe  it  is  web-footed :  and  there  can 
be  no  queftion  but  the  aduncity  of  the  pounces  and 
beaks  of  the  Hawks,  as  well  as  the  length  of  the 
fangs,  the  fharpnefs  of  the  teeth,  and  the  ftrength  of 
the  crural  and  malfeter-mufcles !  in  Lions  and  Tygers, 
are  the  caufe  of  the  great  and  habitual  Immorality  of 
thofe  Animals. 

ift,  Heobferved,  that  the  Soul  and  Body  mutually 
operate  upon  each  other,  and  therefore  if  you  deprive 
the  Mind  of  the  outward  Inftruments  whereby  (he 
ufually  expreffeth  that  Paflion,  you  will  in  time  abate 
the  Paffion  itfelf,  in  like  manner  as  Caftration  abates 
Lull. 

2dly, 
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2dly,  That  the  Soul  in  Mankind  exprefleth  every 
Paflion  by  the  Motion  of  fome  particular  Mufcles. 

3dly,  That  all  Mufcles  grow  ftronger  and  thicker 
by  being  much  nfcd ;  therefore  the  habitual  Paffions 
may  be  difcerned  in  particular  perfons  by  xhejirength 
and  bignefs  of  the  Mufcles  ufed  in  the  expreifion  of 
that  Paflion. 

4thly,  That  a  Mufcle  may  be  flrengthened  or  weak- 
ened by  weakening  or  flrengthening  the  force  of  its 
Antagonifl.     Thsfe  things  premifed,  he  took  notice, 

That  complaifance,  humility ',  ajfent,  approbation,  and 
civility,  were  exprefled  by  nodding  the  head  and 
bowing  the  body  forward  :  on  the  contrary,  diffent, 
dijlike,  refufal,  pride,  and  arrogance,  were  marked  by 
toffing  the  head,  and  bending  the  body  backwards : 
which  two  Pafiions  of  ajfent  and  diffent  the  Latins 
rightly  exprefled  by  the  words  adnucre  and  abnuere. 
Now  he  obferved,  that  complaifant  and  civil  people 
had  the  Flexors  of  the  head  very  ftrong  ;  but  in  the 
proud  and  infolent  there  was  a  great  over-balance  of 
flrength  in  the  Extenfors  of  the  Neck  and  the  Mufcles 
of  the  Back,  from  whence  they  perform  with  great 
facility  the  motion  of  tojjing,  but  with  great  difficulty 
that  of  bowing,  and  therefore  have  jultly  acquired 
the  title  of  Jiijf -necked :  In  order  to  reduce  fuch 
perfons  to  a  juft  balance,  he  judged  that  the  pair 
of  Mufcles  called  Recli  interni,  the  Maftoidal,  with 
other  flexors  of  the  head,  neck,  and  body,  muft  be 
ftrengthened  5  their  Antagonifts,  the  Splenii  Complexi, 
3  and 
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and  the  Extenfors  of  the  Spine  weakened :  For  which 
purpofe  Nature  herfelf  feems  to  have  directed  man- 
kind to  correct  this  Mufcular  Immorality  by  tying 
fuch  fellows  Neck  and  Heels. 

Contrary  to  this,  is  the  pernicious  Cuftom  of 
Mothers,  who  abolifh  the  natural  Signature  of  Mo- 
defly  in  their  Daughters,  by  teaching  them  tofling  and 
bridling,  rather  than  the  bafhful  pofture  oijlooping  and 
hanging  down  the  Head.  Martinus  charged  all  hufbands 
to  take  notice  of  the  Pofture  of  the  Head  of  fuch  as 
they  courted  to  Matrimony,  as  that  upon  which  their 
future  happinefs  did  much  depend. 

Flatterers,  who  have  the  flexor  Mufcles  fo  ftrong, 
that   they  are  always  bowing  and  cringing,  he  fup- 
pofed  might  in  fomc  meafure  be  corrected  by  being 
tied  down  upon  a  Tree  by  the  back,  like  the  children 
of  the  Indians  ;  which  doctrine  was  flrongly  confirmed 
by  his  obferving  the  flrength  of  the  levaiorcs  Scaptdce: 
This  Mufclc  is  called  the  Mufcle  of  patience,  becaufe 
in  that  affection  of  Mind  people  fhrug  and  raife  up 
the  moulder  to  the  tip  of  the  ear.  This  Mufcle  alfo  he 
obferved  to  be  exceedingly  ftrong  and  large  in  Hen- 
pecked Hujbands,  in  Italians,  and  in  Englijh  Minifters. 
In  purfuance  of  his  Theory,  he  fuppofed  the  con- 
Jlriclcrs  of  the  Eye-lids  muft  be  ftrengthened  in  the 
fupercilious,  the  abductors  in  drunkards  and  contem- 
plative men,   who  have   the  fame   Ready  and  grave 
motion  of  the  eye.     That  the  buccinators  or  blowers 
up  of  the  Checks,  and  the  dilators  of  the  Nofc,  were  too 

ftrong 
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ilrong  in  Cholerick  people ;  and  therefore  Nature  here 
again  directed  us  to  a  remedy,  which  was  to  correct 
fuch  extraordinary  dilatation  by  pulling  by  the  Nofe. 

The  rolling  amorous  Eye,  in  the  paffion  of  Love, 
might  be  corrected  by  frequently  looking  through 
glaffes.  Impertinent  fellows  that  jump  upon  Tables, 
and  cut  capers,  might  be  cured  by  relaxing  medicines 
applied  to  the  Calves  of  their  Legs,  which  in  fuch 
people  are  too  ilrong. 

But  there  were  two  cafes  which  he  reckoned  ex- 
tremely difficult.  Firft,  Affectation,  in  which  there 
were  fo  many  Mufcles  of  the  bum,  thighs,  belly,  neck, 
back,  and  the  whole  body,  all  in  a  falfe  tone,  that  it 
required  an  impracticable  multiplicity  of  applications. 

The  fecond  cafe  was  immoderate  Laughter*:  When 
any  of  that  rifible  fpecies  were  brought  to  the  Doctor, 
and  when  he  confidered  what  an  infinity  of  Mufcles 
thefe  laughing  Rafcals  threw  into  a  convulfive  motion 
at  the  fame  time ;  whether  we  regard  the  fpafms  of 
the  Diaphragm  and  all  the  mufcles  of  refpiration,  the 
horrible  rictus  of  the  mouth,  the  diftortion  of  the 
lower  jaw,  the  crifping  of  the  nofe,  twinkling  of  the 
eyes,  or  fpherical  convexity  of  the  cheeks,  with  the 
tremulous  fuccuffion  of  the  whole  human  body:  when 
he  confidered,  I  fay,  all  this,  he  ufed  to  cry  out, 
Cafus  plane  deplorabilis  !  and  give  fuch  Patients  over. 

k  Lord  Chefterfitld  has  been  juflly  ridiculed  for  his  formal  and 
affe&ed  cenfure  of  Laughter,  as  a  part  of  behaviour  unfuited  to  a 
perfon  of  quality.  Congreve  gives  the  fame  fentiment-  to  Lord 
Froth.  War  ton. 
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C  H  A  P.     XL 

THE  CASE  OF  A  YOUNG  NOBLEMAN  AT  COURT,  V. 
THE  DOCTOR'S  PRESCRIPTION   FOR  THE   SAME. 

a  n  eminent  Inftance  of  Martin's  Sagacity  in  dif- 
covering  the  Diftempers  of  the  Mind,  appeared 
in  the  cafe  of  a  young  Nobleman  at  Court,  who  was 
obferved  to  grow  extremely  affected  in  his  fpeech, 
and  whimfica!  in  all  his  behaviour.  He  began  to  afk 
odd  queftions,  talk  in  verfe  to  himfelf,  fhut  himfelf 
up  from  his  friends,  and  be  acceflible  to  none  but 
Flatterers,  Poets,  and  Pick-pockets ;  till  his  Relations 
and  old  Acquaintance  judged  him  to  be  fo  far  gone, 
as  to  be  a  fit  Patient  for  the  Doctor. 

As  foon  as  he  had  heard  and  examined  all  the 
fymptoms,  he  pronounced  his  diftemper  to  be  Love. 

His  friends  affured  him,  that  they  had  with  great 
care  obferved  all  his  motions,  and  were  perfectly  ia- 
tisfied  there  was  no  Woman  in  the  cafe.  Sc'riblerus 
was  as  pofitive  that  he  was  defperately  in  love  with 
fome  perfon  or  other.  "  How  can  that  be  ?"  (laid 
his  Aunt,  who  came  to  afk  the  advice)  "  when  he 
"  converfes  almofl  with  none  but  himfelf?"  Say  you 
fo  ?  he  replied ;  why  then  he  is  in  love  with  himfelf, 
one  of  the  moft  common  cafes  in  the  world.  I  am 
aflonifhed  people  do  not  enough  attend  this  Difeafe, 
which  has  the  fame  caufes  and  fymptoms,  and  admits 

of 


MARTINUS  SCRIBLERUS.  125 

of  the  fame  cure  with  the  other  :  efpecially  fince  here 
the  cafe  of  the  patient  is  the  more  helpleis  and  deplo- 
rable of  the  two,  as  this  unfortunate  paffion  is  more 
blind  than  the  other.  There  are  people,  who  difcover 
from  their  very  youth  a  mod  amorous  inclination 
to  themfelves ;  which  is  unhappily  nurfed  by  fuch 
Mothers,  as,  with  their  good  will,  would  never  fuffer 
their  children  to  be  crqffed  in  love.  Eafe,  luxury, 
and  idlenefs,  blow  up  this  flame  a.i  well  as  the  other : 
Conftant  opportunities  of  converfation  with  the  perfon 
beloved  (the  greateft  of  incentives)  are  here  impoflible 
to  be  prevented.  Bawds  and  pimps  in  the  other  love, 
will  be  perpetually  doing  kind  offices,  fpeaking  a  good 
word  for  the  party,  and  carry  about  Billet-doux. 
Therefore  I  afk  vou,  Madam,  if  this  Gentleman  has 
not  been  much  frequented  by  Flatterers,  and  a  fort 
of  people  who  bring  him  dedications  and  verfes  ? 
"  O  Lord!  Sir,"  (quoth  the  Aunt,)  "  the  houfe  is 
"  haunted  with  them." — There  it  is  (replied  Scrib- 
lerus)  thofe  are  the  bawds  and  pimps  that  go  between 
a  man  and  himfelf.  Are  there  no  civil  Ladies,  that 
tell  him  he  dreffes  well,  has  a  gentlemanly  air,  and 
the  like?  "  Why  truly,  Sir,  my  Nephew  is  not 
"  aukward." — Look  you,  Madam,  this  is  a  misfor- 
tune to  him :  In  former  days  thefe  fort  of  lovers 
were  happy  in  one  .refpecl,  that  they  never  had  any 
rivals,  but  of  late  they  have  all  the  Ladies  fo — Be 
pleafed  to  anfwer  a  few  queftions  more.  Whom 
does  he  generally  talk  of?    Himfelf,  quoth  the  Aunt. 

—Whofe 
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— Whofe  wit  and  breeding  does  he  mofl  commend  ? 
His  own,  quoth  the  Aunt. — Whom  does  he  write 
letters  to  ?  Himfelf. — Whom  does  he  dream  of?  All 
the  dreams  I  ever  heard  were  of  himfelf. — Whom  is 
he  ogling  yonder  ?  Himfelf  in  his  looking-glafs. — 
Why  does  he  throw  back  his  head  in  that  languifhing 
pofture  ?  Only  to  be  blcffed  with  a  fmile  of  himfelf 
as  he  paffes  by. — Does  he  evei;  deal  a  kifs  from 
himfelf,  by  biting  his  lips  ?  Oh  continually,  till  they 
are  perfect  vermilion. — Have  you  obferved  him  to 
ufe  Familiarities  with  any  body  ?  "  With  none  but 
"  himfelf:  he  often  embraces  himfelf  with  folded 
"  arms,  he  chips  his  hand  upon  his  hip,  nay  fome- 
"  times  thrufts  it  into  his  bread. " 

Madam,  faid  the  Doctor,  all  thefe  are  flrong  fymp- 
toms ;  but  there  remain  a  few  more.  Has  this 
amorous  gentleman  prefented  himfelf  with  any  Love- 
:  fuch  as  gold  Snulf-boxes,  repeating  Watches, 
or  Tweezer-cafes  ?  thofe  are  things  that  in  time  will 
foften  the  mod  obdurate  heart.  "  Not  only  fo," 
ihe  Aunt,)  "  but  he  bought  the  other  day  a  very 
"  fine  brilliant  diamond  Ring  for  his  own  wearing." 
— Nay,  if  he  has  accepted  of  this  Ring,  the  intrigue 
is  very  forward  indeed,  and  it  is  high  time  for  friends 
to  interpofe. — Pray,  Madam,  a  word  or  two  more : 
Is  he  jealous  that  his  acquaintance  do  not  behave 
tlu'infclves  with  refpect  enough  ?  will  he  bear  jokes 
and  innocent  freedoms  ?  "  By  no  means ;  a  familiar 
"  appellation  makes  him  angry;  if  you  make  him  a 

"  little 
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u  little  roughly  by  the  hand,  he  is  in  a  rage ;  but  if 
"  you  chuck  him  under  the  chin,  he  will  return  you 

"  a  box  on  the  ear." Then  the  cafe  is  plain  :  he 

has  the  true  Pathognomick  fign  of  Love,  Jealoufy  ;  for 
no  body  will  fuller  his  miflrefs  to  be  treated  at  that 
rate.  Madam,  upon  the  whole,  this  Cafe  is  extremely 
dangerous.  There  are  fome  people  who  are  far  gone 
in  this  pa/lion  of  felf-love ;  but  then  they  keep  a  very 
fecret  Intrigue  with  themfelves,  and  hide  it  from  all 
the  world  be(ides<  But  this  Patient  has  not  the  leaft 
care  of  the  Reputation  of  his  Beloved,  he  is  down- 
right fcandalous  in  his  behaviour  with  himfelf;  he  is 
enchanted,  bewitched,  and  almofl  pad  cure.  How- 
ever, let  the  following  methods  be  tried  upon  him. 

Firfl,  let  him  ***  Hiatus.  ***  Secondly,  let  him 
wear  a  Bob-wig.  Thirdly,  fhnn  the  company  of 
flatterers,  nay  of  ceremonious  people,  and  of  all 
Frenchmen  in  general.  It  would  not  be  amifs  if  he 
travelled  over  England  in  a  Stage-coach,  and  made 
the  Tour  of  Holland  in  a  Track-fcoute.  Let  him  return 
the  Snuff-boxes,  Tweezer-cafes  (and  particularly  the 
Diamond  Ring)  which  he  has  received  from  himfelf. 
Let  fome  knowing  friend  reprefent  to  him  the  many 
vile  Qualities  of  this  Miflrefs  of  his  :  let  him  be  fhewn, 
that  her  Extravagance,  Pride,  and  Prodigality,  will 
infallibly  bring  him  to  a  morfel  of  bread :  Let  it  be 
proved,  that  he  has  been  falfe  to  himfelf;  and  if 
Treachery  is  not  a  fufficient  caufe  to  difcard  a  Miflrefs, 
what  is  ?     In  fhort,  let  him  be  made  to  fee  that  no 

mortal 
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mortal  befides  himfelf  cither  loves  or  can  fuffer  this 
Creature.  Let  all  Looking-glaffes,  polifhed  Toys,  and 
even  clean  Plates  be  removed  from  him,  for  fear  of 
bringing  back  the  admired  object.  Let  him  be  taught 
to  put  off  all  thofe  tender  airs,  affected  fmiles,  lan- 
guishing looks,  wanton  toiTes  of  the  head,  coy  motions 
of  the  body,  that  mincing  gait,  foft  tone  of  voice,  and 
all  that  enchanting  woman-like  behaviour,  that  has 
made  him  the  charm  of  his  own  eyes,  and  the  objecl 
of  his  own  adoration.  Let  him  furprize  the  Beauty 
he  adores  at  a  difad  vantage,  furvey  himfelf  naked, 
divefled  of  artificial  charms,  and  he  will  find  himfelf 
a  forked  nradling  Animal,  with  bandy  legs,  a  fhort 
neck,  a  dun  hide,  and  a  pot-belly.  It  would  be  yet 
better,  if  he  took  a  flrong  purge  once  a  week,  in 
order  to  contemplate  himfelf  in  that  condition  :  at 
which  time  it  will  be  convenient  to  make  ufe  of  the 
Letters,  Dedications,  &c.  abovefaid.  Something  like 
this  has  been  obferved  by  Lucretius '  and  others  to  be 
a  powerful  remedy  in  the  cafe  of  Women.  If  all  this 
will  not  do,  I  mull  e'en  leave  the  poor  man  to  his 
deftiny.  Let  him  marry  himfelf^  and  when  he  is 
condemned  eternally  to  himfelf,  perhaps  he  may  run 
to  the  next  pond  to  get  rid  of  himfelf,  the  Fate  of 
molt  violent  Self-lovers. 

1  Lucretius,  towards  the  end  of  the  fourth  book.      Warton. 
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CHAP.    XII. 

MOW  MARTINUS  ENDEAVOURED  TO  FIND  OUT  THE 
SEAT  OF  THE  SOUL,  AND  OF  HIS  CORRESPOND- 
ENCE  WITH  THE  FREE-THINKERS. 

7  n  this  Defign  of  Martin  to  inveftigate  the  Difeafes" 
of  the  Mind,  he  thought  nothing  fo  necenary  as  an 
Enquiry  after  the  Seat  of  the  Soul ;  in  which  at  firfl 
he  laboured  under  great  uncertainties.  Sometimes  he 
was  of  opinion  that  it  lodged  in  the  Brain,  fometimes 
in  the  Stomach,  and  fometimes  in  the  Heart.  After- 
wards he  thought  it  abfurd  to  confine  that  fovereign 
Lady  to  one  apartment,  which  made  him  infer  that 
me  fhifted  it  according  to  the  feveral  functions  of  life  : 
mThe  Brain  was  her  Study,  the  Heart  her  State-room, 

and 

m  Enquiries  into  the  Seat  of  the  Soul  are  finely  ridiculed  in  the 
firft  canto  of  Prior's  Alma  ;  an  original  Work,  and  perhaps  the 
very  bed  of  all  his  compositions,  which  abounds  equally  in  wit, 
pleafantry,  humour,  and  good  fenfe,  and  is  a  perfeft  pattern  of 
facility  of  verfification.  When  Prior  afked  Pope,  how  he  liked 
his  Solomon;  he  anfwered,  "  Your  Alma  is  a  mailer-piece."  The 
other  replied,  "  What  do  you  tell  me  of  my  Alma — a  loofe  and 
halty  fcribble,  to  relieve  the  hours  of  my  imprifonment."  This 
judgment  of  Pope  occafioned  two  fatirical  lines  in  a  poem,  written 
afterwards,  called  The  Impertinent : 

•*  Indeed  poor  Solomon  in  rhime, 
Was  much  too  grave  to  be  fublime." 
For  it  was  his  Solomon  on  which  Prior  chiefly  valued  himfelf.  In 
fome  manufcripts  of  Prior,  which  I  once  read  by  the  favour  of  the 
late  Dutchefs  Dowager  of  Portland,  he  lays  he  took  the  idea:  of 
his  Alma  from  a  Spanilh  writer,  who  defcribes  the  progrefs  of  the 
Soul  from  the  toes  to  the  head.  Waiiton. 

Prior's  fine  Poem,  Solomon,  has  never  been  done juftice  to. 
VOL.  VI.  K 
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and  the  Stomach  her  Kitchen.  But  as  he  faw  feveral 
Offices  of  life  went  on  at  the  fame  time,  he  was  forced 
to  give  up  this  Hypothefis  alfo.  He  now  conjectured 
it  was  more  for  the  dignity  of  the  Soul  to  perform 
feveral  operations  by  her  little  Miniflers,  the  Animal 
Spirits,  from  whence  it  was  natural  to  conclude,  that 
me  refides  in  different  parts  according  to  different 
Inclinations,  Sexes,  Ages,  and  Profeffions.  Thus  in 
Epicures  he  feated  her  in  the  mouth  of  the  Stomach, 
Philofophers  have  her  in  the  Brain,  Soldiers  in  their 
Heart,  Women  in  their  Tongues,  Fidlers  in  their 
Fingers,  and  Rope-dancers  in  their  Toes.  At  length 
he  grew  fond  of  the  (  Pinealis,  differing  many 

fubjects  to  find  out  the  different  Figure  of  this  Gland, 
from  whence  he  might  difcover  the  caufe  of  the  dif- 
ferent Tempers  of  mankind.  He  fuppofed  that  in 
factious  and  refllefs-fpintcd  people  he  mould  find  it 
(harp  and  pointed,  allowing  no  room  for  the  Soul 
to  repofe  herfelf ;  that  in  quiet  Tempers  it  was  flat, 
fmooth,  and  foft,  affording  to  the  Soul  as  it  were  an 
eafy  cufhion.  He  was  confirmed  in  this  by  obferving 
that  Calves  and  Philofophers,  Tygers  and  Statefmen,. 
Foxes  and  Sharpers,  Peacocks  and  Fops,  Cock- Spar- 
rows and  Coquets,  Monkeys  and  Players,  Courtiers 
and  Spaniels,  Moles  and  Mifers,  exactly  referable  one 
another  in  the  confonnation  of  the  Pineal  Gland.  He 
did  not  doubt  likewife  to  find  the  fame  refemblance 
in  Highwaymen  and  Conquerors :  In  order  to  fatisfy 
himfelf  in  which,  it  was,  that  he  purchafed  the  body 

of 
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of  one  of  the  firft  Species  (as  hath  been  before  related) 
at  Tyburn,  hoping  in  time  to  have  the  happinefs  of 
one  of  the  latter  too,  under  his  Anatomical  knife. 

We  muft  not  omit  taking  notice  here,  that  thefe 
Enquiries  into  the  Seat  of  the  Soul  gave  occafion 
to  his  firft  correfpondence  with  the  fociety  of  Free 
Thinkers,  who  were  then  in  their  infancy  in  England, 
and  fo  much  taken  with  the  promifmg  endowments 
of  Martin,  that  they  ordered  their  Secretary  to  write 
him  the  following  Letter : 

TO  THE  LEARNED  INQUISITOR  INTO  NATURE, 
MARTINI'S  SCRIBLERUS:  THE  SOCIETY"  OF  FREE- 
THINKERS GREETING. 

Grecian  Coffee-houfe,  May  7. 

tt  is  with  unfpeakable  joy  we  have  heard  of  your 
inquifitive  Genius,  and  we  think  it  great  pity  that 
it  mould  not  be  better  employed,  than  in  looking 
after  that  Theological  Non-entity  commonly  called 
the  Soul:  Since  after  all  your  enquiries,  it  will 
appear  you  have  loft  your  labour  in  feeking  the  Resi- 
dence of  fuch  a  Chimera,  that  never  had  being  but  in 
the  brains  of  fome  dreaming  Philofophers.  Is  it  not 
Demonjlration  to  a  perfon  of  your  Senfe,  that,  fince 
you  cannot  find  it,  there  is  no  fuch  thing?  In  order  to 
fet  fo  hopeful  a  Genius  right  in  this  matter,  we  have 
fent  you  an  anfwer  to  the  ill-grounded  Sophifms  of 
thofe  crack-brained  fellows,  and  likewife  an  eafy  ?ne' 
chemical  explication  of  Perception  or  Thinking. 

K  2  One 
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■  One  of  their  chief  Arguments  is,  that  Self-confciouf- 
nefs  cannot  inhere  in  any  fyftem  of  Matter,  becaufe 
all  matter  is  made  up  of  feveral  diftinct  beings,  which 
never  can  make  up  one  individual  thinking  Being. 

This  is  eafily  anfwered  by  a  familiar  initance.  In 
every  Jack  there  is  a  meat-roajting  Quality,  which 
neither  refides  in  the  fly,  nor  in  the  weight,  nor  in 
any  particular  wheel  of  the  Jack,  but  is  the  refult  of 
the  whole  compofition :  So  in  an  Animal,  the  I 
confcioufnefs  is  not  a  real  Quality  inherent  in  one 
Being  (any  more  than  meat-roafting  in  a  Jack)  but 
the  refult  of  feveral  Modes  or  Qualities  in  the  fame 
fubjecl.  As  the  fly,  the  wheels,  the  chain,  the  weight, 
the  cords,  etc.  make  one  Jack,  fo  the  feveral  parts  of 
the  body  make  one  Animal.  As  perception,  or  con- 
fcioufnefs, is  faid  to  be  inherent  in  this  Animal,  fo  is 
meat-roafting  faid  to  be  inherent  in  the  Jack.  As 
fenfation,  reafoning,  volition,  memory,  etc.  are  the 
feveral  Modes  of  thinking  ;  fo  roafting  of  beef,  roaft- 
ing  of  mutton,  roafting  of  pullets,  geefe,  turkeys,  etc. 
are  the  feveral  Modes  of  meat-roafting.  And  as  the 
general  Quality  of  meat-roafting,  with  its  feveral  mo- 
difications as  to  beef,  mutton,  pullets,  etc.  does  not 
inhere  in  any  one  part  of  the  Jack ;  fo  neither  does 
Confcioufnefs,  with  its  feveral  Modes  of  fenfation, 
intellection,  volition,  etc.  inhere  in  any  one,  but  is  the 

refult 

»  Tin's  whole  Chapter  is  ati  inimitable  ridicule  on  Collins's  ar- 
guments againft  Clarke,  to  prove  the  Soul  to  be  only  a  Quality. 

W&RTOX- 
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refill  t  from  the  mechanical  compofition  of  the  whole 
Animal. 

Jufl  fo,  the  Quality  or  Difpofition  of  a  Fiddle  to 
play  tunes,  with  the  feveral  Modifications  of  this  tune- 
playing  quality  in  playing  of  Preludes,  Sarabands, 
Jigs,  and  Gavotts,  are  as  much  real  qualities  in  the 
Inftrument,  as  the  Thought  or  the  Imagination  is  in 
the  mind  of  the  Perfon  that  compofes  them. 

The  Parts  (fay  they)  of  an  animal  body  are  per- 
petually changed,,  and  the  fm'ds  which  feem  to  be 
the  fubject  of  confeioufnefs,  are  in  a  perpetual  circu- 
lation :  fo  that  the  fame  Individual  particles  do  not 
remain  in  the  Brain ;  from  whence  it  will  follow, 
that  the  idea  of  individual  Confeioufnefs  rauft  be 
conflantly  translated  from  one  particle  of  matter  to 
another,  whereby  the  particle  A,  for  example,  mud 
not  only  be  confeious,  but  confeious  that  it  is  the 
fame  being  with  the  particle  B  that  went  before. 

We  anfwer,  this  is  only  a  fallacy  of  the  imagina- 
tion, and  is  to  be  underflood  in  no  other  fenfe  than 
that  maxim  of  the  Englifh  Law,  that  the  King  never 
dies.  This  power  of  thinking,  felf-moving,  and  go- 
verning the  whole  machine,  is  communicated  from 
every  Particle  to  its  immediate  Succeffor;  who,  as 
foon  as  he  is  gone,  immediately  takes  upon  him  the 
government,  which  (till  preferves  the  Unity  of  the 
whole  Syftem. 

They  make  a  great  noife  about  this  Individuality : 
how  a  man  is  confeious  to  himfelf  that  he  is  the  fame 

k  3  Indi- 
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Individual  he  was  twenty  years  ago  ;  notwithfianding 
the  flux  {late  of  the  Particles  of  matter  that  compofe 
his  body.  We  think  this,  is  capable  of  a  very  plain 
anfwer,  and  may  be  eafily  illuftrated  by  a  familiar 
example. 

Sir  John  Cutler0  had  a  pair  of  black  worfted 
{lockings,  which  his  maid  darned  fo  often  with  filk, 
that  they  became  at  laft  a  pair  of  filk  {lockings. 
Now  fuppofing  thofe  {lockings  of  Sir  John's  endued 
with  fome  degree  of  Confcioufncfs  at  every  particular 
darning,  they  would  have  been  fenflble,  that  they 
were  the  fame  individual  pair  of  {lockings,  both  be- 
fore and  after  the  darning  ;  and  this  fenfaticn  would 
have  continued  in  them  through  all  the  fucceflion  of 

darnings: 

•  This  is  a  fine  fatire  on  Mr.  Locke's  notion  of  perfonal  iden- 
tity, which  he  fuppofes  to  confifl  in  confeioufnefs  ;  when  a  little 
confickration  might  have  told  him  that  confcioufncfs  was  only  an 
exprcfiion  or  mar.ifeftatiun  of  perfonal  identity.  We  all  agree, 
that  in  our  progrefs  from  infancy  to  manhood,  and  from  manhood 
to  old  age,  we  retain  the  fame  effence,  or  perfonal  identity ;  yet 
no  man  is  confeious  of  what  paffed  in  his  mind  during  his  ftate  of 
infancy,  and  of  the  actions  of  our  riper  years  many  of  them  are 
fo  totally  erafed  from  our  minds  as  to  leave  no  trace  behind  ;  or 
what  (hall  we  fay  of  thofe  who  labour  under  a  derangement  of 
urderftanding  ?  Are  they  not  the  fame  perfons  they  were  before 
they  were  aflliclcd  with  that  malady  ?  Yet  it  cannot  be  faid  that 
their  confcioufncfs  of  pall  actions  is  either  regular,  certain,  or 
coiicct.  In  what,  then,  fhall  we  place  perfonal  identity  ?  In  the 
rj  of  the  foid  and  body;  and  as  long  as  that  continues,  the 
individual  famenefs  or  identity  may  be  faid  to  remain. 

Of  Sir  John  Cutler  we  know  little,  except  that  he  was  notorious 
for  hu  mcannefs  nnd  avarice,  and  the  introduction  of  fo  con- 
temptible a  character  in  this  place  heightens  the  ridicule. 

Bannister, 
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darnings  :  and  yet  after  the  laft  of  all,  there  was  not 
perhaps  one  thread  left  of  the  firft  pair  of  (lockings, 
but  they  were  grown  to  be  filk  (lockings,  as  was 
laid  before. 

And  whereas  it  is  affirmed,  that  every  animal  is 
confcious  of  fome  individual  felf-moving,  felf-deter- 
mining  principle ;  it  is  anfwered,  that,  as  in  a  Houfe 
of  Commons p  all  things  are  determined  by  a  Major- 
ity, fo  it  is  in  every  Animal  fyftem.  As  that  which 
determines  the  Houfe  is  faid  to  be  the  reafon  of  the 
whole  AfTembly ;  it  is  no  otherwife  with  thinking 
Beings,  who  are  determined  by  the  greater  force  of 
feveral  particles ;  which,  like  fo  many  unthinking 
Members,  compofe  one  thinking  Syftem. 

And  whereas  it  is  likewife  objected,  that  Punifh- 
ments  cannot  be  juft  that  are  not  inflicted  upon  the 
fame  individual,  which  cannot  fubfifl  without  the 
notion  of  a  fpiritual  fubftance :  We  reply,  that  this 
is  no  greater  difficulty  to  conceive,  than  that  a  Cor- 
poration, which  is   likewife   a  flux   body,   may  be 

punilhed 

P  Such  is  the  force  and  poignancy  of  this  fatire,  that  it  feems 
wonderful  that  any  fuhfequent  writer  fhould  fall  into  the  fame 
abfurdity  of  opinion;  yet  Dr.  Prieftley,  in  his  Treatife  on  Philo- 
fophical  Neceffity,  when  he  fpeaks  of  the  predominancy  of  motives, 
reprefents  the  Hate  of  the  human  mind  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  we 
may  well  compare  it  to  an  Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  where 
every  queftion  is  determined  by  a  majority ;  or  perhaps  from  its 
anarchy,  confufion,  and  diftraction,  it  may  bear  a  nearer  re- 
femblance  to  a  Polim  Diet.  Such  are  the  abfurdities  to  which 
materialifts  are  driven,  to  fupport  any  thing  like  the  »ppearance*o£ 
fyitem,  Bannistbr,. 
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punifhed  for  the  faults,  and  liable  to  the  debts,  of 
their  Predeceflbrs. 

We  proceed  now  to  explain,  by  the  ftructure  of 
the  Brain,  the  feveral  Modes  of  thinking.  It  is  well 
known  to  Anatomifls,  that  the  Brain  is  a  Congeries 
of  Glands,  that  feparate  the  finer  parts  of  the  Blood, 
called  Animal  Spirits ;  that  a  Gland  is  nothing  but  a 
Canal  of  a  great  length,  variouily  intorted  and  wound 
up  together.  From  the  Arietation  and  Motion  of  the 
Spirits  in  thofe  Canals,  proceed  all  the  different  forts 
of  Thoughts.  Simple  Ideas  are  produced  by  the 
motion  of  the  Spirits  in  one  Simple  Canal ;  when  two 
of  thefe  Canals  difembogue  themfelves  into  one,  they 
make  what  we  call  a  Propofition ;  and  when  two  of 
thefe  propofitional  Canals  empty  themfelves  into  a 
third,  they  form  a  Svllogifm,  or  a  Ratiocination. 
Memory  is  performed  in  a  diflinct  apartment  of  the 
Brain,  made  up  of  veffels  fimilar,  and  like  fituated  to 
the  ideal,  propofitional,  and  fyllogiftical  veffels  in  the 
primary  parts  of  the  brain.  After  the  fame  manner 
it  is  eafy  to  explain  the  other  Modes  of  thinking  j 
as  alfo  why  fome  people  think  fo  wrong  and  per- 
verfely,  which  proceed  from  the  bad  configuration 
of  thofe  Glands.  Some,  for  example,  are  born 
without  the  propofitional  or  fyllogiftical  Canals ;  in 
rs,  that  reafon  ill,  they  are  of  unequal  capacities; 
in  dull  fellows,  of  too  great  a  length,  whereby  the 
>n  of  the  Spirits  is  retarded;  in  trifling  gc- 
niufes,  weak  and  fmall ;  in  the  over-refining  fpirits, 

too 
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too  much  intorted  and  winding ;  and  fo  of  the 
reft. 

We  are  fo  much  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  this 
our  Hypothefis,  that  we  have  employed  one  of  our 
Members,  a  great  Virtuofo  at  Nuremberg,  to  make  a 
fort  of  an  Hydraulick  Engine,  in  which  a  chemical 
liquor  refembling  blood,  is  driven  through  elaftic 
channels  refembling  arteries  and  veins,  by  the  force 
of  an  Embolus  like  the  heart,  and  wrought  by  a 
pneumatick  Machine  of  the  nature  of  the  lungs,  with 
ropes  and  pullies,  like  the  nerves,  tendons,  and  muf- 
cles :  And  we  are  perfuaded  that  this  our  artificial 
Man  will  not  only  walk,  and  fpeak,  and  perform  moft 
of  the  outward  actions  of  the  animal  life,  but  (being 
wound  up  once  a  week)  will  perhaps  reafon  as  well 
as  moft  of  your  Country  Parfons. 

We  wait  with  the  utmoft  impatience  for  the  honour 
of  having  you  a  Member  of  our  Society,  and  beg 
leave  to  allure  you  that  we  are,  etc. 

What  return  Martin  made  to  this  obliging  Letter 
we  muft  defer  to  another  occafion  :  let  it  fuffice  at 
prefent  to  tell,  that  Crambe  was  in  a  great  rage  at 
them,  for  ftealing  (as  he  thought)  a  hint  from  his 
Theory  of  Syl/ogifms,  without  doing  him  the  honour 
fo  much  as  to  mention  him.  He  advifed  his  Mafter 
by  no  means  to  enter  into  their  Society,  unlefs  they 
would  give  him  fufficient  fecurity,  to  bear  him  harm- 
lefs  from  any  thing  that  might  happen  after  this  pre- 
fent life. 
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C  PI  A  P.    XIII.  ^ 

THE    DOUBLE    MISTR.F.SS. 

tjut  now  the  fuccefsful  courfe  of  the  Studies  of 
Martin  was  interrupted  by  Love :  Love,  that 
unnerves  the  vigour  of  the  Hero,  and  foftens  the 
feverity  of  the  Philofopher.  It  chanced,  that  as 
Martin  was  walking  forth  to  inhale  the  frefh  breeze 
of  the  Evening,  after  the  long  and  fevere  fludies  of 
the  day,  and  palling  through  the  Weftern  confines  of 
the  famous  Metropolis  of  Albion,  not  far  from  the 
proud  Battlements  of  the  Palace  of  Whitehall,  whofe 
walls  are  embraced  by  the  filver  Thames ;  his  eyes 
were  drawn  upwards  by  a  large  fquare  piece  of  canvas, 
which  hung  forth  to  the  view  of  the  palling  Citizens. 
Upon  it  was  pourtrayed  by  fome  accurate  pencil,  the 
Lybian  Leopard,  more  fierce  than  in  his  native  De- 
fart  ;  the  mighty  Lion,  who  boafted  thrice  the  bulk 
of  the  Ncmccan  Monfter;  before  whom  flood  the 

little 

i  It  is  thought  proper  here  to  infert  this  Chapter,  omitted  in 
the  lafl  Edition,  though  published  in  the  Quarto  1741  ,  as  it  is 
full  of  the  mod  exquifite  original  humour.  Warton. 

Humour,  fo  exquifite  indeed,  and  original,  as  I  trull  will  make 
amend*  for  its  gro/pie/s.  I  have  ret. lined  it,  becaufe,  however 
objectionable  it  may  be  in  fome  parts,  yet  there  is  no  falfe  morality 
inculcated^  no  dangerous  pajfions  excited,  as  they  arc  in  fome  pub- 
lications, which  are  much  more  deflruclive  of  modcjly,  virtue,, 
and  bappinefs,  than  fuch  a  laughable  Satire  as  this. 
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little  Jackall,  the  faithful  fpy  of  the  King  of  beads : 
Near  thefe  was  placed,  of  two  cubits  high,  the  black 
Prince  of  Monomotapa ;  by  whofe  fide  were  feen  the 
glaring  Cat-a-mountain,  the  quill-darting  Porcupine, 
and  the  man-mimicking  Man-tiger.  Clofe  adjoining 
to  this  hung  another  piece  of  canvas,  on  which  was 
difplayed  the  portrait  of  two  Bohemian  Damftls, 
whom  Nature  had  as  clofcly  united  as  the  ancient 
Hermaphroditus  and  Salmacis ;  and  whom  it  was  as 
impoflible  to  divide,  as  the  mingled  waters  of  the 
gentle  Thames  and  the  amorous  Ifis.  While  Martin 
flood  in  a  meditating  podure,  feafting  his  eyes  on 
this  picture,  he  heard  on  a  fudden  the  fonorous  notes 
of  a  Clarion,  which  fecmed  of  the  pured  crydal :  In 
an  inftant  the  paffing  multitude  flocked  to  the  found, 
as  when  a  Drum  fummons  the  draggling  foldiers  to 
the  approaching  Battle.  The  youthful  Virtuofo,  who 
was  in  daily  purfuit  of  the  Curiofities  of  Nature,  was 
immediately  furrounded  by  the  gazing  throng. — The 
doors,  for  ever  barred  to  the  pennylefs  populace, 
feemed  to  open  themfelves  at  his  producing  a  Silver 
Sixpence,  which  (like  iEneas's  golden  bough)  gained 
him  admiffion  into  that  fcene  of  wonders.  He  no 
fooner  entered  the  firft  apartment,  but  his  nodrils 
were  druck  with  the  fcent  of  carnage ;  broken  bones 
and  naked  carcafes  bedrewed  the  floor.  The  majedic 
Lion  roufed  from  his  bed,  and  fhook  his  brindled 
mane ;  the  fpotted  Leopard  gnafhed  his  angry  teeth, 
and  walking  to  and  fro,  in  indignation  rattled  his 

chains. 
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chains.  Martin  with  infinite  pleafure  heard  the  Hif- 
tory  of  the  feveral  Monfters,  wl  urteoufly 

opened  to  him  by  a  Perfon  of  a  grave  and  earneft 
mien,  whofe  frank  behaviour  and  ready  anfwers  dis- 
covered him  to  have  been  long  converfant  with  differ- 
ent Nations,  and  to  have  journeyed  through  diftant 
Regions.  By  him  he  was  informed,  that  the  Lion 
was  hunted  on  the  hills  of  Lebanon,  by  the  Bafha  of 
jerufalem  ;  that  the  Leopard  was  nurfed  in  the  unin- 
habited woods  of  Lybia  ;  the  Porcupine  came  from 
the  kingdom  of  Prefter-John  ;  and  the  Man-tiger  was 
a  true  defcendant  of  the  celebrated  Hanniman  the 
Magnificent.  Sir,  faid  Mr.  Randal,  (for  that  was  the 
name  of  the  Mailer  of  the  Show,)  the  whole  world 
cannot   match  thefe  prodigies :    twice   have  I  failed 

id  the  globe  ;  thefe  feet  have  traverfed  the  mod 
remote  and  barbarous  nations  ;  and  I  can  with  con- 
fcience  affirm,  that  not  all  the  Defarts  of  the  four 
quarters  of  the  earth  furniih  out  a  more  complete  let 
of  animals  than  what  are  contained  within  thefe  walls. 
— Friend,  (anfwered  Martin,)  bold  is  thy  affertion, 
and  wonderful  is  the  knowledge  of  a  Traveller.  But 
didfl  thou  ever  rifque  thyfelf  among  the  Scythian 
ibals,  or  thofe  wild  Men  of  Abarimon,  who  walk 
with  their  feet  backwards  ?  haft  thou  ever  feen  the 

.^i,  fo  called  becaufe,  when  laid  fupine,  they  fhel- 

ter  themfelves  from  the  fun-beams  with  the  fhadow 

feet  ?  canft  thou  procure  me  a  Troglodyte 

Footman,  who  can  catch  a  Roe  at  his  full  fpeed?  haft 

3  thou 
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thou  ever  beheld  thofe  Illyrian  Damfels,  who  have 
fights  in  one  eye,  whole  looks  are  poifonous  to 
i  that  are  adult  ?  haft  thou  ever  raeafured  the 
gigantic  Ethiopian,  whofe  ftature  is  above  eight  cubits 
high,  or  the  fefquipedalian  Pigmey  ?  haft  thou  ever 
fe.u  any  of  the  Gynbcephali,  who  have  the  head  and 
voice  of  a  dog,  and  whofe  milk  is  the  only  true  fpe- 
cific  for  Confumptions  ? — Sir,  (replied  Mr.  Randal,) 
all  thefe  have  1  beheld,  upon  my  honour,  and  many 
more,  which  are  fet  forth  in  my  journal  :  as  for  your 
dog-faced  men,  they  are  no  other  than  what  ftands 
before  you  :  that  is  naturally  the  fierceft,  but  by  art 
the  tamed  Man-tiger  in  the  world. — That  word  (re- 
plied' Martin)  is  a  corruption  of  the  Mantichora  of 
the  Ancients,  the  moil  noxious  animal  that  ever  in- 
fefted  the  earth,  whoNhad  a  fling  above  a  cubit  long, 
and  would  attack  a   rank  of  armed   men  at  once, 
flinging  his  poifonous  darts  feveral  miles  around  him. 
Canft  thou  inform  me  whether  the  Boars  grunt  in 
Macedonia  ?  canfl  thou  give  me  a  certificate  that  the 
Lions  in  Africa  are  afraid  of  the  fcolding  of  Women? 
haft  thou  ever  heard  the  fagacious  Hysena  counterfeit 
the  voice  of  a  Shepherd,  imitate  the  vomiting  of  a 
Man  to  draw  the   dogs  together,  and  even  call  a 
Shepherd  by  his  proper  name  ?  your  Crocodile  is  but 
a  fmall  one ;  but  you  ought  to  have  brought  with  him 
the  bird  Trochilos,  that  picks  his  teeth  after  dinner, 
at  which  the  filly  animal  is  fo  pleafed,  that  he  gapes 
wide  enough   to   give   the   Ichneumon,    his    mortal 

enemy, 
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enemy,  tin  entrance  into  his  belly.  Your  modern 
Oftriches  are  dwindled  to  mere  Larks  in  companion 
to  thofe  of  the  i^ncients ;  theirs  were  equal  in  ftature 
to  a  man  on  horfeback.  Alas !  we  have  loft  the 
chafle  bird  Porphyrion,  the  whole  race  was  deftroyed 
by  Women,  becaufe  they  difcovered  the  infidelity  of 
Wives  to  their  Hufbands.  The  Merops  too  is  now  no 
where  to  be  found,  the  only  bird  that  flew  backwards 
by  the  tail.  But  fay,  canft  thou  inform  me  what  Dia- 
of  the  Greek  is  fpok.  I  e  birds  of  Diomede's 

Ifland  ?.  for  it  is  from  them  only  we  can  learn  the  true 
pronunciation  of  that  ancient  language. — Mr.  Randal 
made  no  fatisfactory  anfwer  to  thefe  demands,  but 
harangued  chiefly  upon  modern  Monfters,  and  feemed 
willing  to  confine  his  inftances  to  the  animals  of  his 
own  collection,  pointing  to  each  of  them  in  order 
with  his  rod. 

After  Martin  had  fatisfied  his  curiofity  here,  he 
was  conducted  into  another  apartment.  Juft  at  the 
entrance  of  the  door  appeared  a  Negroe  Prince.  His 
habiliments  befpoke  him  royal;  his  head  was  crowned 
with  the  feather  of  an  Oftrich,  his  fable  feet  and  legs 
interlaced  with  purple  and  gold,  fpangled  with 
diamonds  of  Cornwall,  and  the  precious  ftones  of 
Briltol.  Though  his  ftature  was  of  the  loweft,  yet  he 
behaved  himfelf  with  fuch  an  air  of  grandeur,  as  gave 
evident  tokens  of  his  Regal  Birth  and  Education. 
lie  was  mounted  upon  the  lead  Palfrey  in  the  Uni- 
verie  j   a  Palfrey  whofe  natural  beauty  flood  not  in 

need 
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need  of  thofe  various  coloured  ribbons  which  braided 
Iris  mane,  and  were  interwoven  with  his  tail.  Again 
the  cryftal  clarion  founded,  and  after  feveral  courte- 
ous fpeeches  between  the  black  Prince  and  Martin, 
our  youthful  Philofopher  walked  into  the  midfl  of  the 
room,  to  blefs  his  fight  with  the  moft  beautiful  curiofity 
of  nature.  On  a  Hidden,  entered  at  another  door,  the 
two  Bohemian  Sifters,  whofe  common  parts  of  gene- 
ration had  fo  clofely  allied  them,  that  Nature  feemed 
here  to  have  confpired  with  Fortune,  that  their  lives 
mould  run  in  an  eternal  parallel. 

The  fun  had  twice  eight  times  performed  his  an- 
nual courfe,  fince  their  Mother  brought  them  into  the 
world  with  double  pangs.  Lindamira's  eyes  were  of 
a  lively  blue ;  Indamora's  were  black  and  piercing. 
Lindamira's  cheeks  might  rival  the  blufh  of  the  morn- 
ing ;  in  Indamora  the  lily  overcame  the  rofe.  Linda- 
mira's treffes  were  of  the  paler  gold,  while  the  locks 
of  Indamora  were  black  and  glofly  as  the  plumes  of 
a  raven.  How  great  is  the  power  of  Love  in  human 
breads  ?  In  vain  has  the  wife  man  recourfe  to  his 
reafon,  when  the  infinuating  arrow  touches  his  heart, 
and  the  pleafmg  poifon  is  diffufed  through  his  veins. 
But  then  how  violent,  how  tranfporting  muft  that 
pafTion  prove,  where  not  only  the  fire  of  youth,  but 
the  unquenchable  curiofity  of  a  Philofopher,  pitched 
upon  the  fame  object !  For  how  much  foever  our 
Martin  was  enamoured  on  her  as  a  beautiful  woman, 
he  was  infinitely  more  ravifhed  with  her  as  a  charm- 
ing 
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ing  Monfter.  What  wonder  then  if  his  gentle  fpirit, 
already  humanized  by  a  polite  education  to  receive 
ail  loft  impreffions,  and  fired  by  the  fight  of  thofe 
beauties  fo  lavifhly  expofed  to  his  view,  mould  prove 
unable  to  refill  at  once  fo  pleafmg  a  paflion  and  fo 
amiable  a  phenomenon  ? 

Martin,  who  felt  the  true  motions  of  Love,  blufhed 
that  the  object  of  his  flame  mould  be  fo  openly  pro- 
ftituted  to  vulgar  eyes;  and  though  he  had  been  per- 
mitted to  perufe  her  mod  fecret  charms,  yet  his 
honourable  paflion  was  fo  ftrong,  that  it  ran  into  the 
extreme  of  bafhfulnefs  ;  fo  that  at  the  firfl  interview 
he  made  no  overtures  of  his  Love.  Penfive  he  re- 
turned, and  flinging  himfelf  on  his  couch,  paffed 
away  the  tedious  hours  of  the  night  in  the  utmoit 
Inquietude.  The  rufny  Taper  afforded  a  glimmering 
light,  by  which  he  contemplated  the  tender  lines  of 
Ovid  ;  but,  alas !  his  Remedy  of  Love  was  no  cure 
for  our  unhappy  Lover's  anxiety !  He  clofed  the 
amorous  volume,  fighed,  and  carting  his  eyes  around 
on  the  Books  that  adorned  his  room,  broke  forth  in 
this  pathetic  Apoflrophe : 

"  O  ye  Spirits  of  Antiquity,  who  yet  live  in  thofe 
"  facrcd  leaves  !  why  do  I  make  you  confcious  of  my 
"  fhame?  Yet  why  mould  I  depreciate  the  noble 
"  paflion  of  Love,  and  call  it  fhame  ?  Your  Heroes 
"  have  felt  it,  your  Poets  and  Orators  have  praifed 
"  it.  Were  I  enamoured  on  fome  gaudy  Virgin,  did 
"  I  doat  on  vulgar  Perfection,  the  Luflre  of  an  Eye, 

"  or 
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u  or  the  Rofe  of  a  Check  ;  with  reafon  might  I  blufli 

"  before  you,  mod  learned  Inquifitors  into  Nature ! 

"  moft   reverend  Pliny,  vElian,   and   Aldrovandus! 

"  Yet  fure  you  cannot  difapprove  of  this,  which  is 

"  no  wanton  Paffion,  but  excited  by  fo  unparalleled 

"  a  Production  ;  a  flame  that   may  not  only  juftify 

"  itfelf  to  the  feverity  of  a  Philofopher,  but  even  to 

"  the  avarice  of  a  Parent ;   fince  fhe  who  caufes  it 

"  carries  a  moft  plentiful  Fortune,  in  the  fole  exhi- 

"  bition  of  her  perfon.     Heavens !  how  I  wonder  at 

"  the  flupidity  of  Mankind,  who  can  affix  the  op- 

"  probrious   name  of  Monftrofity  to  what  is   only 

"  Variety  of  Beauty,  and   a  profufion  of  generous 

"  Nature  ?     If  there  are  charms  in  one  face,  one 

"  mouth,  one  body  ;  if  there  are  charms  in  two  eyes, 

"  two  breafts,  two  arms ;  are  they  not  all  redoubled 

"  in  the  object  of  my  Paffion  ?    What  though  {he  be 

"  the  common  gaze  of  the  multitude,  and  is  followed 

"  about  by  the  ftupid  and  ignorant ;  does  flie  not 

"  herein  refemble  the  greateft  Princes  and  the  greateft 

o  o 

"  Beauties  ?  only  with  this  difference,  that  her  Ad- 
"  mirers  are  more  numerous  and  more  laiting:." 

Thus  fighcd  he  away  the  melancholy  night ;  but 
no  fooner  had  Aurora,  with  blufhes  in  her  cheeks 
(as  confcious  that  fhe  was  juft  rifen  from  the  embraces 
of  Tithon),  advanced  through  the  purple  gates  of 
the  Eaft,  but  Martin  rofe:  He  rofe  indeed;  but 
Melancholy,  the  companion  of  his  (lumbers,  rofe  and 
waked  with  him.      This  was  the  firft  day  that  he 

vol.  vi.  l  amufed 
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amufed  himfelf  with  the  gaudy  ornaments  of  the 
body  y  that  with  fecret  pleafure  he  contemplated  this 
face,  and  the  fymmetry  of  his  limbs,  in  a  looking- 
glafs.  And  now  forfaking  his  folitary  apartment,  he 
walked  directly  to  the  habitation  that  confined  the 
object  of  his  defires.  But  as  it  is  obferved  that  the 
Curious  never  wander  into  the  City  to  indulge  their 
thirlt  of  knowledge  till  about  the  hours  of  eleven  or 
twelve ;  the  Morning  has  ever  been  the  feafon  of 
Repofe  for  all  thofe  animals,  who  (trapanned  by  the 
frauds  of  Men)  have  been  obliged  to  change  their 
Woods  and  Wilderneffes  for  Lodgings  in  Cities  at 
the  rate  of  four  (hillings  a  week.  Therefore  Martin, 
at  this  early  hour,  was  neither  faluted  by  the  found  of 
the  trumpet,  nor  were  his  eyes  feafled  as  before  with 
the  pleafing  pi&ure  of  his  Miftrefs,  but  he  walked  to 
and  fro  before  the  door  with  folded  arms,  from  the 
hour  of  five  to  eleven,  humming  in  a  low  and  melan- 
choly tune. 

The  Trumpet  no  fooner  founded,  but  his  heart 
leapt  for  joy,  and  a  fecond  fixpence  gained  him  a 
fecond  admittance  into  her  apartment.  Yet  this  day 
alfo  he  only  owned  his  paffion  in  the  language  of  his 
eyes:  But,  alas!  this  language  is  only  underflood  by 
thofe  that  love,  and  Lindamira  remained  ftill  ignorant 
of  his  Paffion. 

In  the  mean  time  it  was  no  fmall  caufe  of  wonder 
to  Mr.  Randal,  that  this  Gentleman  mould  come 
every  day  to  behold  the  fame  (how.     He,  no  lefs 

covetous 
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covetous  than  the  Guardian  of  a  rich  Heirefs,  enter* 
tained  a  fufpicion  that  Martin  had  a  defign  of  flealing 
the  Ladies.  He  thereupon  iflued  out  ftrict  orders, 
not  to  admit  our  Lover  on  any  pretence  whatfoevcr. 
What  Torments  mult  this  occafion  in  the  raging  fever 
of  Love !  Martin  had  now  recourfe  to  flratagem, 
and  by  a  bribe  (which  often  even  the  ermine  and 
fcarlet  robe  cannot  refift)  gained  the  Dwarf  who  kept 
the  gates  of  the  Show-room,  to  promote  his  amour. 
He  promifed  to  convey  a  Letter  to  Lindamira  the 
fame  evening,  if  he  would  bring  it  him  when  dark- 
nefs  favoured  his  defign,  at  the  apartment  next  the 
Monfters.  Martin  overjoyed,  haded  home ;  and 
after  having  confulted  all  the  Authors  that  treat  of 
Love,  compofed  his  Billet-deux,  and  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed went  to  entruft  it  to  the  hands  of  his  Con- 
fident. 'Softly  he  ftole  up  flairs,  approached  the  door, 
and  gave  a  gentle  rap ;  when  on  a  fudden  a  fmall 
hand  was  thruft  through  a  little  hole  at  the  bottom  of 
the  door,  whence  iflued  an  unintelligible  fqueaking 
voice.  Martin  concluding  it  to  be  the  fignal,  delivered 
his  Epiflle,  and  made  his  retreat  unobferved.  He  was 
no  fooner  retired,  but  Mr.  Randal  entered,  and  (as 
it  was  his  ufual  cuflom  before  he  went  to  bed)  took 
a  view  if  all  were  fafe  in  the  Show-room.  At  his 
coming  in.  he  faw  his  Monkey  exceedingly  bufy  in 
picking  the  Seal- wax  by  little  bits  from  a  letter,  which 
he  turned  over  and  over  with  infinite  fatisfaction. 
Mr.  Randal,  not  thinking  it  a  breach  of  honour  to 

l  2  pry 
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pry  into  the  fecrets  of  his  own  family,  took  the  letter 
from  him,  and  read  as  follows : 


"    TO    THE    MOST    AMIABLE    LINDAMIRA. 

"  While  others,  O  darling  of  Nature  1  look  upon 
thee  with  the  eyes  of  curioiity,  I  behold  the*3  with 
thofe  of  Love.  Since  I  have  been  ftruck  with  thy 
mod  aftonifhing  charms,  how  have  I  called  upon 
Nature  to  make  a  new  head,  new  arms,  and  a  new 
body,  to  fprout  from  this  fmgle  trunk  of  mine,  and 
to  double  every  member,  fo  as  to  render  me  a  proper 
Mate  for  fo  lovely  a  pair  1  but  think  to  how  little 
purpofe  it  will  be  for  thee  to  flay  till  Nature  fhall 
form  another  of  thy  kind !  In  fuch  beauties  fhe 
exhaufts  her  whole  art,  and  cannot  afford  to  be  pro- 
digal. Ages  mult  be  numbered  ;  nay  perhaps  fome 
Comet  may  vitrify  this  globe  on  which  we  tread,  be- 
fore we  behold  a  Caftor  and  a  Pollux  refembling  the 
beauteous  Lindamira  and  Indamora.  Nature  forms 
her  wonders  for  the  Wife,  and  fuch  a  Mafter-piece 
me  could  defign  for  none  but  a  Philofopher.  Ceafe 
then  to  difplay  thofe  beauties  to  the  profane  vulgar, 
which  were  created  to  crown  the  defires  of  your 
paflionate  admirer, 

Martinus  Scriblerus." 

The  Dwarf  entered  as  he  was  reading  the  letter ; 

and  perceiving  his  Matter  moved  with  paflion,  imme- 

\y  fell  on  his  knees,  and  confeffed    the  whole 
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affair.  Mr.  Randal,  bent  on  revenge,  caufed  him  to 
haften  to  Martin's  houfe,  with  aflurances  that  Lin- 
damira  had  read  his  letter  with  infinite  fatisfaction, 
and  conjured  him  that  he  would  immediately  favour 
her  efcape.  Martin,  overjoyed  at  the  news,  flew 
thither  on  the  wings  of  Love. — The  perfidious  Dwarf 
conducted  him  up  (lairs  in  the  dark,  gently  opened 
the  door,  and  bad  him  enter.  How  happy  was  Mar- 
tin in  that  inftant,  who  thought  of  nothing  but  leap- 
ing into  the  four  foft  arms  of  his  Miftrefs !  when  lo, 
on  a  hidden,  he  faw  at  the  further  end  of  the  room 
two  glittering  balls  of  fire,  which  rolled  to  and  fro  in 
a  mod  terrible  manner.  Immediately  his  ears  were 
invaded  with  horrid  hidings  and  fpittings,  the  balls  of 
fire  drew  nearer  him,  and  the  noife  redoubled  as  he 
approached.  Our  Philofopher,  bold  and  refolute 
with  love,  ventured  towards  it ;  when  all  at  once  he 
perceived  fomething  grafp  him  hard  by  the  throat, 
and  fix  as  it  were  fharp  lancets  in  his  cheek,  fo  that 
blood  trickled  amain  down  his  chin.  Thrice  Martin 
effayed  to  free  himfelf,  but  vain  were  all  his  endea- 
vours :  till  at  length,  to  fave  his  life,  he  was  forced 
to  betray  his  Intrigue,  and  alarm  the  houfe  with 
reiterated  cries  of  murder.  The  apartment  of  the 
Bohemian  Beauties  being  the  adjoining  room,  they 
were  the  firfb  that  entered  with  a  light  to  his  aflift- 
ance.  Martin,  all  bloody  as  he  was,  a  mod  fierce 
Cat-a-mountain  hanging  at  his  chin  (which  Mr. 
Randal  had  malicioufly  placed  there  on  purpofe)  at 
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the  fight  of  Lindamira  forgot  his  diflrefs. — Ah,  my 
Love!  (he  cry'd,)  how  like  is  thy  fate  to  that  of 
Thifbe !  who  (laying  but  a  moment  too  late,  found, 
as  Ihe  thought,  her  miferable  Lover  torn  in  pieces  by 
a  favage  bealt!  The  affrighted  Damfcls  fhrieked 
aloud,  Mr.  Randal  with  all  his  retinue  rufhed  into 
the  room,  and  now  every  hand  confpired  to  free  his 
under-jaw  from  the  fharp  teeth  of  the  enraged  Mon- 
fter.  But  the  Lady,  whofe  heart  melted  at  the 
piteous  fpectacle,  was  fo  zealous  in  this  office  of 
humanity,  that  the  Cat-a-mountain,  provoked  at  her 
good-natured  diligence,  leaped  furiouHy  on  her,  and 
wounded  three  of  her  hands  and  her  two  nofes,  to 
fuch  a  barbarous  degree,  that  Cae  was  not  fit  to  be 
fhewn  publickly  for  the  fpace  of  three  weeks.  The 
generous  Lover,  more  moved  at  this  fpeclacle  than  at 
all  the  fcratches  he  had  himfelf  received,  charged  the 
Monfter  again  with  the  utmolt  intrepidity,  and  refcued 
his  mangled  Miflrefs. — Then  (having  taken  her  by 
the  hand,  and  given  it  a  gentle  grafp)  he  retreated 
with  his  eye  fixed  upon  her ;  and  juft  as  he  left  the 
room  (in  a  low  and  tender  accent)  thus  breathed 
forth  his  foul :  "  Behold,  all  this  have  I  fuffered  for 
you  !" — Such,  and  fo  modeft  was  the  firffc  declaration 
of  Love  made  on  this  eminent  occafion  by  our  youth- 
ful Hiilofophcr.  Nor  was  it  ungently  received  by 
fimple  and  innocent  Lindamira ;  who  hitherto 
unufed  to  the  foft  Protestations  of  adoring  Slaves, 
had  rather  been  wondered  at  than  beloved  j  and  re-, 

ceived 


MARTINUS  SCRIBLERUS.  151 

ceived  but  imperfect  notions  of  that  tender  language 
from  the  addreiTes  only  of  the  black  Prince  or  the 
Dwarf. — Martin,  notwithflanding  this  unfortunate 
adventure,  hull  purfued  his  wifhes.  His  Letters  were 
now  no  more  intercepted.  Lindamira  read  them, 
and  behaved  like  other  courteous  dames  when  they 
receive  thofe  amorous  testimonials,  concealed  them 
from  her  Guardian,  and  returned  the  mofl  engaging 
anfwers.  In  fhort,  fhe  was  fo  far  captivated,  as  to 
refoive  no  longer  to  be  gazed  at  like  a  public  beauty 
in  her  own  affembly,  but  retire  from  the  world,  and 
become  the  virtuous  Miftrefs  of  a  Family.  But  fate 
had  fo  ordained,  that  Martin  was  not  more  enamoured 
on  Lindamira  than  Indamora  was  on  Martin.  She, 
jealous  that  her  Siller  had  the  grcateft  (hare  in  this 
conqueft,  refented  that  an  equal  application  had  not 
been  made  to  herfelf.  She  teized  Lindamira  to  fuch 
a  degree  on  this  fubjecl,  as  made  her  promife  to  fee 
Martin  no  more.  But  then  again  might  Indamora  be 
deemed  the  unhappieft  of  Women,  whom  her  Paffion 
and  Imprudence  had  robbed  of  the  fight  of  her  Lover. 
Yet  fhame  caufed  her  to  conceal  thofe  anxieties  from 
her  Sifter.  And  let  the  reader  judge  how  unhappy 
the  Nymph  mull  be  who  was  even  deprived  the 
univerfal  Relief  of  a  Soliloquy.  However,  thus  (he 
thought,  without  being  allowed  to  tell  it  to  any  grove 
or  purling  ftream : 

"  Wretched  Indamora !  if  Lindamira  muft  never 
"  more  fee  Martin,  Martin  mall  never  again  blefs  the 
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"  eyes  of  Indamora :  Yet  why  do  I  fay  wretched  ? 
"  fince  my  Rival  can  never  poflefs  my  Lover  with- 
f*  out  me.  The  pangs  that  others  feel  in  abfence, 
"  from  the  thought  of  tbofe  joys  that  blefs  their 
"  rivals,  can  never  lling  thy  bofom ;  nor  can  they 
"  mortify  thee  by  making  thee  a  witnefs,  without 
"  giving  thee  at  the  fame  time  a  fhare  of  their  en- 
"  dearments.  Change  then  thv  proceeding  Inda- 
"  mora ;  thy  jcaloufy  mufl  act  a  new  and  unheard-of 
"  part,  and  promote  the  interefl  of  thy  rival  as  the 
"  only  way  to  the  enjoyment  of  thy  Lover." 

From  that  moment  (he  ftudied  by  all  methods  to 
advance  her  Sifter's  amour,  and  in  that  her  o\ 
and  thus  there  appeared  in  thefe  three  Lovers  as 
traordinary  a  Conjunction  of  Famous  as  of  Perfons : 
Love  had  reconciled  himfelf  to  his  mortal  foes — to 
Philofophy  in  Martin,  >  Jealoufy  in  Indamora. 

And  now  flourifhed  the  amour  of  Martin  ;  Succefs 
even  prevented  his  wiflies ;  the  Marriage  was  agreed 
on,  and  the.  day  appointed.  Sunday  was  the  time 
when  Mr.  Randal's  abfence  favoured  their  hopes, 
who  never  on  that  day  omitted  taking  the  frefh  air  in 
the  fields :  the  key  of  the  door  he  always  took  with 
him.  Crambe  was  ready  laid  at  a  convenient  dis- 
tance, who  accommodated  them  with  a  ladder  of 
ropes.  The  ladder  was  thrown  up,  and  the  Signal 
given  at  the  Window.  Lindamira  haftened  to  the 
alarm  of  Love,  when  behold  a  new  Difafter !  As 
ing  out  of  the  window,  the  weight  of  her 
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body  on  one  fide,  and  that  of  Indamora's  on  the 
other,  unluckily  caufed  them  to  flick  in  the  midway: 
Lindamira  hung  with  her  coats  flript  up  to  the  nave] 
without,  and  Indamora  in  no  lefs  immodeft  poflure 
within.  The  Man-tiger,  who  for  his  gentlenefs  was 
allowed  to  walk  at  large  in  the  houfe,  was  fo  height- 
ened at  this  fight,  that  he  rufhed  upon  Indamora  like 
a  barbarous  Ravifher.  Indamora  cried  aloud  for 
help.  Martin  flew  to  revenge  this  infolent  attempt, 
of  a  Rape  on  his  Wedding-day.  The  luflful  Mon- 
fter,  driven  from  our  double  Lucrece,  fled  into  the 
middle  of  the  room,  purfued  by  the  valorous  and 
indignant  Martin.  Three  times  the  hot  Man-tiger, 
frighted  at  the  furious  menaces  of  his  Antagonift 
made  a  circle  round  the  Chamber,  and  three  times 
the  fwift-footed  Martin  purfued  him.  He  caught  up 
the  horn  of  an  Unicorn,  which  lay  ready  for  the  en- 
tertainment of  the  curious  Spectator,  and  brandifhing 
it  over  his'  head  in  airy  circles,  hurled  it  againfl  the 
hairy  Son  of  Hannimanr;  who  wrinkling  his  brown 
forehead,  and  gnafhing  his  teeth  in  indignation, 
(looped  low:  the  horny  Lance  juft  raifed  his  left 
fhoulder,  and  ftuck  into  the  tapeflry  hangings.  Pro- 
voked at  this,  the  grinning  offspring  of  Hanniman 
caught  up  the  pointed  horn  of  an  Antelope,  and 
aimed  a  blow  againfl  his  undifmayed  Adverfary.  Our 
heroic  Lover,  who  held  his  hat  before  him  like  a 

fhield, 

T    "  Hunniman  ;"   called  by  the  Indians,  the  King  of  the 
Apes. 
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fhield,  received  the  weapon  full  on  the  crown ;  it 
pierced  the  beaver,  and  gave  a  fmail  rent  to  his 
breeches.  Then  the  human  Champion  flung  with 
mighty  violence  the  liinder  foot  of  an  Elk,  which  hit 
the  beftial  Combatant  full  on  the  nether  jaw.  He 
reeled ;  but  foon  recovering,  and  his  fkill  in  war 
lying  rather  in  the  clofe  fight  than  in  proje&ile  wea- 
pons, he  endeavoured  to  clofe  with  him :  Forthwith 
affailing  him  behind  unawares,  he  clambered  up  his 
back,  and  plucked  up  by  the  roots  a  mighty  grafp  of 
hair ;  but  Martin  foon  difmounted  him,  and  kept  him 
at  a  diftance.  Love  not  only  infpired  his  breaft  with 
courage,  but  gave  double  flrength  to  his  finews ;  he 
heaved  up  the  hand  of  a  prodigious  Sea-monfter; 
which,  when  the  chattering  Champion  beheld,  he,  no 
lefs  furious,  wielded  the  ponderous  thigh-bone  of  a 
Giant :  And  now  they  flood  oppofed  to  each  other, 
like  the  dread  Captain  of  the  fevenfold  ihield  and 
the  redoubted  Hector.  The  thigh-bone  miffed  its 
aim ;  but  the  hand  of  the  Sea-monfter  defcended 
directly  on  the  head  of  the  Sylvan  Ravifher.  The 
Monfler  chattered  humble ;  he  ftretched  his  quivering 
limbs  on  the  floor ;  and  eternal  fleep  locked  faft  his 
eyelids.  The  Lady  from  the  window,  like  another 
Helen  from  the  Trojan  wall,  was  witnefs  of  the  com- 
bat caufcd  by  her  own  beauty.  She  faw  with  what 
gracefulnefs  her  Hero  entered  the  Lifts,  admired  his 
activity  and  courage  in  the  combat,  and  was  a  joy- 
ful witnefs  of  his  triumph.     She  gave  a  fpring  from 
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the  window,  and  with  open  arms  and  legs  embraced 
the  neck  and  moulders  of  her  Champion.  Our  Phi- 
lofopher  received  her  with  his  face  turned  modeftly 
from  her,  and  in  that  manner  conveyed  her  into,  the 
ftreet.  He  called  a  chair  with  all  hafte ;  but  no  chair- 
man would  take  her,  which  obliged  him  to  bear  his 
extraordinary  burden  till  he  found  a  coach,  in  which 
he  carried  her  off,  and  was  happily  united  to  her  that 
very  evening,  by  a  Reverend  Clergyman  in  the  Fleet, 
in  the  holy  bands  of  Matrimony, 

But  Nemefis,  who  delights  in  traverfmg  the  beft- 
laid  defigns  of  Cupid,  malicioufly  contrived  the  means 
to  make  thefe  three  Lovers  unhappy.  No  fooner  had 
the  Mailer  of  the  Show  received  notice  of  their  flight, 
but  he  feized  on  the  Bohemian  Ladies  by  a  Warrant ; 
and  not  content  with  having  recovered  the  poffemon 
of  them,  refolved  to  open  all  the  Sluices  of  the  Law 
upon  Martin.  So  he  inflantly  went  to  Council  to 
advife  upon  all  poffible  methods  of  revenge.  The 
firft  point  he  proceeded  on  was  the  property  of  his 
Monfter,  and  the  queftion  propounded  was,  "  Whe- 
ther Slaves  could  marry  without  the  confent  of  their 
Mafter  ?"  To  this  he  was  anfwered  in  the  affirmative; 
but  told  at  the  fame  time,  "  That  the  Marriage  did 
not  exempt  them  from  Servitude." 

This  put  him  in  no  fmall  hopes  of  having  Martin 
added  to  his  Show,  and  acquiring  a  property  in  his 
bodily  iflue  by  the  Ladies.  But  his  joy  was  foon 
daihed,  when  he  was  informed,  that   flnce   Martin 
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was  a  Free  Man,  "  the  Children  muft  follow  the  con- 
dition of  the  Father  ;  or,  that  indeed — if  they  were 
to  follow  that  of  their  Mother,  the  cafe  would  be  the 
fame,  there  being  no  Slavery  in  England. " 

Then  his  Council  judged  it  more  advifeable  to  plead 
for  a  Diffolution  of  the  Marriage,  upon  the  impoffi- 
bility  of  Conjugal  Dues  in  the  Wife.  But  then  the 
Canon  Law  allowed  a  Triennial  Cohabitation,  which 
entirely  ruined  this  project,  alfo.  Befides  it  was  evi-  , 
dent  by  the  fame  Law,  that  "  Monftrofity  could  not 
incapacitate  from  Marriage ;"  witnefs  the  Cafe  of 
Hermaphrodites,  who  are  allowed  "  Facultatem  Con* 
fttgii,  provided  that  they  make  Election  before  the 
Parifh  Pried,  in  what  Sex  they  will  aft,  and  take  an 
Oath  never  to  perform  in  the  other  capacity." 

It  was  next  confulted  whether  Martin  mould  not 
be  permitted  to  take  away  his  Wife  ?  Since  upon  his 
fo  doing  "  he  might  be  fued  for  a  Rape  upon  the 
body  of  her  Sifter,  there  being  plainly  the  four  con. 
ditions  of  a  Rape."  But  then  again,  they  confidered 
that  Martin  might  anfwer  he  claimed  nothing  but  his 
own ;  and  if  another  perfon  had  fixed  herfelf  to  his 
Wife,  he  muft  not  for  that  caufe  be  debarred  the  ufe 
of  his  Property. 

Yet  ftill,  upon  the  fame  head  of  Martin's  pofTefting 
his  Spoufe,  a  fuit  might  be  devifed  in  the  name  of 
Lindamira  ;  on  this  account,  "  that  a  Wife  was  not 
obliged  to  live  with  a  Concubine,  and  fuch  her  Sifter 
Indamora  muft  be  accounted  to  Martin  from  the  com- 
3  mou 
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mon  proofs."  To  this  too  it  was  replied,  that  the 
Law  ordered  the  Wife  to  refide  with  the  Hufband,  if 
there  were  fufficient  fecurity  given  to  expel  the  Con- 
cubine. So  Martin  might  fay  he  was  ready  to  ac- 
complish his  part  of  the  Covenant,  if  his  Wife  would 
perform  hers,  and  content  to  the  Incifion.  But  this 
being  an  impoflibility  on  the  fide  of  the  Wife,  it  could 
no  way  be  exacted  of  the  Hufband.  At  length  Mr. 
Randal,  being  vexed  to  the  heart,  to  have  been  fo 
long  and  fo  quaintly  difappointed,  determined  to  com- 
mence a  fuit  againfl  Martin  for  Bigamy  and  Inceft. 
Mean  while  he  left  no  -artifice  or  addrefs  untried  to 
perplex  the  unhappy  Phiiofopher  :  He  even  contrived 
with  infinite  cunning  to  alienate  Indamora's  affections 
from  him,  and  debauched  her  into  an  Intrigue  with  a 
creature  of  his  own,  the  black  Prince  ;  whom  he  fe- 
cretly  caufed  to  marry  her  while  her  Sifter  was  aileep. 
Hereupon  Martin  was  reduced  to  turn  Plaintiff, 
and  commenced  a  fuit  in  the  Spiritual  Court  againfl 
the  black  Prince  for  Cohabitation  with  his  faid  Wife. 
He  was  advifed  to  infill  upon  a  new  point,  viz.  "  That 
Lindamira  and  Indamora  together  made  up  but  one 
lawful  Wife." — The  Monfter-mafter,  further  to  dif- 
trefs  Martin,  forced  Lindamira  to  petition  for  Ali- 
ment, lite  pendente  ;  which  was  no  fooner  allowed  by 
the  Court,  but  he  obliged  her  to  allege,  that  "  it  was 
not  fufficient  to  maintain  both  herfelf  and  her  Sifter  ; 
and  if  her  Sifter  perifhed,  me  could  not  live  with  the 
dead  body  about  her." 

Martin 
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Martin  now  began  to  repent  that  he  had  not  exe- 
cuted a  resolution  he  formerly  conceived  of  marrying 
Crambe  to  Indamora  as  an  expedient  to  have  made 
all  fectire.  Moreover,  it  was  infilled  on,  that  the  other 
alfo  had  a  right  to  Aliment ;  "  becaufe  if  Martin's 
Wife  mould  prove  with  Child,  the  faid  Sifter  mud 
neceifarily  perform  the  Offices  of  a  Wife,  in  contri- 
buting to  the  Nutrition  and  Geftation  of  the  faid 
Child."  A  Jury  of  Phyficians  being  impanneled,  de- 
clared, that  as  to  Nutrition  they  were  doubtful  whe- 
ther any  blood  of  Lindamira  circulated  through  Inda" 
mora :  But  as  to  Geftation,  it  was  evidently  true : 
And  upon  this  Martin  was  ordered  to  allow  Aliment 
to  both,  the  black  Prince  appearing  infolvent.  Then 
the  Court  proceeded  to  the  Trial  j  and  as  both  the 
Caufe  and  the  Pleadings  are  of  an  extraordinary  na- 
ture, we  think  fit  here  to  infert  them  at  length.  Dr. 
Penny-feather  thus  pleaded  for  Martinus  Scriblerus 
the  Plaintiff : 

Dr.  Penny-feather — "  I  appear  before  your  Honour 
in  behalf  of  Martinus  Scriblerus,  Batchelor  of  Phy- 
fick,  in  a  complaint  againft  Ebn-Hai-Paw-Waw,  com- 
monly called  the  Black  Prince  of  Monopotapa  ;  inaf- 
much  as  the  faid  Ebn-Hai-Paw-Waw  hath  malicioufly, 
forcibly,  and  unlawfully  feized,  ravilhed,  and  detained 
Liudamira-Indamora,  the  Wife  of  the  faid  Martin, 
and  the  body  of  the  faid  Lindamira-Indamora,  from 
time  to  time  ever  fince,  hath  wickedly,  lewdly,  and 
indecently  ufed,  handled,  and  evil-entreated.  And 
in  order  to  make  this  his  Villany  more  lafting,  hath 

pre- 
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prefumed  to  marry  this  our  Wife,  pretending  to  give 
his  wickednefs  the  Sanction  of  a  Law.  And  for- 
afmuch  as  the  Adulterer  doth  not  deny  the  fact,  but 
infills  upon  his  faid  marriage  as  lawful,  we  cannot 
open  the  cafe  more  plainly  to  your  Honour,  than  by 
anfwering  his  reafons,  which  indeed  to  mention  is  to 
confute. 

"  He  maintains  no  lefs  an  abfurdity  than  this,  that 
One  is  Two  ;  and  that  Lindamira-Indamora,  the  in- 
dividual Wife  of  the  Plaintiff",  is  not  one,  but  two 
Perfons  ;  and  that  the  faid  Ebn-Hai-Paw-Waw  is  not 
married  to  Lindamira,  the  Wife  of  the  faid  Martin, 
but  to  his  own  lawful  Wife  Indamora,  another  indi- 
vidual Perfon  diftincl:  from  the  faid  Lindamira,  though 
joined  to  her  by  a  ftrong  Ligament  of  Nature,  In 
anfwer  whereunto  we  (hall  prove  three  things: 
"  Firft,  that  the  faid  Lindamira-Indamora,  now  our 
lawful  Wife,  makes  but  one  individual  Perfon. 
Secondly,  that  if  they  made  two  individual'  Per- 
fons, yet  they  conftitute  but  one  Wife.  Thirdly, 
that  fuppofing  they  made  two  individual  Perfons,  and 
two  Wives,  each  lawfully  married  to  her  own  Huf- 
band ;  yet  Prince  Ebn-Hai-Paw-Waw  hath  no  right 
to  detain  Lindamira,  our  lawfully  wedded  Wife,  on 
pretence  of  being  married  to  Indamora."  As  to  the 
firft  point,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  determine  the  condi- 
ment Principle  and  Effence  of  Individuality,  which, 
in  refpect  of  Mankind,  we  take  to  be  one  fimple  iden- 
tical Soul,  in  one  fimple  identical  body.  The  Indivi- 
duality, 
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duality,  Samenefs,  or  Identity  of  the  Body,  is  not 
determined  (as  fome  vainly  imagine)  by  one  head, 
and  a  certain  number  of  arms,  legs,  and  other  mem- 
bers ;  but  in  one  fimple,  fingle  otifoTov,  or  Member  of 
Generation. 

"  Let  us  fearch  Profane  Hiflory,  and  we  mall  find 
Geryon  with  three  heads,  and  Briareus  with  one  hun- 
dred hands.  Let  us  fearch  Sacred  Hiflory,  and  we 
meet  with  one  of  the  Sons  of  the  Giants  with  fix 
fingers  to  each  hand,  and  fix  toes  to  each  foot ;  yet 
none  never  accounted  Geryon  or  Briareus  more  than 
one  Perfon  :  and  give  us  leave  to  fay,  the  Wife 
of  the  faid  Geryon.  would  have  had  a  good  action 
againft  any  Woman  who  mould  have  efpoufed  them- 
felves  to  the  two  other  heads  of  that  Monarch.  The 
reafon  is  plain  ;  becaufe  each  of  thefe  having  but  one 
fimple  aitoici,  or  one  Member  of  Generation,  could 
be  looked  upon  but  as  one  fingle  Perfon. 

"  In  conformity  to  this,  when  we  behold  this  one 
member,  we  diftinguilh  the  Sex,  and  pronounce  it  a 
Man  or  a  Woman ;  or,  as  the  Latins  exprefs  it,  Unus 
Vir,  una  Mu/ier,  une  Homme ^  une  Femme,  one  Man, 
one  Woman.  For  the  fame  reafon  Man  and  Wife 
are  faid  to  be  one  flefh,  becaufe  united  in  that  part 
which  conftitutes  the  Samenefs  and  Individuality  of 
each  Sex. 

"  And  as  where  there  is  but  one  Member  of  Ge- 
neration, there  is  but  one  Body,  fo  there  can  be  but 
one  Soul  j  becaufe  the  faid  Organ  of  Generation  is 
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the  Seat  of  the  Soul ;  and  confequently  where  there 
is  but  one  fuch  Organ,  there  can  be  but  one  Soul. 
Let  me  here  fay,  without  injury  to  truth,  that  no 
Philofopher,  either  of  the  paft  or  prefent  age,  hath 
taken  more  pains  to  difcover  where  the  Soul  keeps  her 
refidence,  than  the  Plaintiff,  the  learned  Martinus 
Scriblerus  ;  and  after  his  moll  diligent  enquiries  and 
experiments,  he  hath  been  verily  perfuaded,  that  the 
Organ  of  Generation  is  the  true  and  only  Seat  of  the 
Soul.  That  this  part  is  feated  in  the  middle,  and 
near  the  centre  of  the  whole  Body,  is  obvious  to  your 
Honour's  view.  From  thence,  like  the  fun  in  the 
centre  of  the  world,  the  Soul  difpenfes  her  warmth 
and  vital  influence.  Let  the  brain  glory  in  the  Wif- 
dom  of  the  aged,  the  Science  of  the  learned,  the 
Policy  of  the  ftatefman,  and  the  Invention  of  the 
witty  j  the  accidental  Amufements  and  Emanations 
of  the  Soul,  and  mortal  as  the  PolfelTors  of  them ! 
It  is  to  the  Organs  of  Generation  that  we  owe  Man 
himfelf ;  there  the  Soul  is  employed  in  works  fuitable 
to  the  dignity  of  her  nature,  and  (as  we  may  fay) 
fits  brooding  over  ages  yet  unborn. 

"  We  need  not  tell  your  Honour,  that  it  has  been 
the  opinion  of  many  moll  learned  Divines  and  Philo* 
fophers,  that  the  Soul,  as  well  as  the  Body,  is  produced 
Ex  Traduce.  This  doctrine  has  been  defended  by 
arguments  irrefragable,  and  accounts  for  difficulties, 
without  it,  inexplicable.     All  which  arguments  con- 

vol.  vi.  M  elude, 


i6i  MEMOIRS  OF 

elude,  with  £qual  ftrength  for  the  Soul's  being 
feated  in  the  Organs  of  Generation.  For  fmce  the 
whole  Man,  both  Soul  and  Body,  is  there  formed, 
and  fince  nothing  can  operate  but  where  it  is,  it  fol- 
lows that  the  Soul  mud  refide  in  that  individual 
place,  where  fhe  exerts  her  generative  and  plaftick 
powers. 

<;  This  our  doctrine  is  confirmed  by  all  thofe  ex- 
periments, which  confpire  to  prove  the  abfolute  do- 
minion which  that  part  hath  over  the  whole  body. 
We  fee  how  many  Women,  who  are  deaf  to  the  per- 
fuafionsof  the  Eloquent,  the  infmuations  of  the  Crafty, 
and  the  threats  of  the  Imperious,  are  eafily  governed: 
by  fome  poor  Logger-head,  unfurnifhed  with  the 
leafl  art,  but  that  of  making  immediate  application  to 
the  feat  of  the  Soul.  The  Imprefiions  made  by  the 
Ear  are  lb  dirtant,  and  tranfmitted  through  fo  many- 
windings,  that  they  lofe  their  energy  :  But  your 
Honour,  by  immediately  applying  to  the  Organ  of 
Generation,  ads  like  a  bold  and  wife  petitioner,  who 
goes  ftrait  to  the  very  Throne  and  Judgment-feat  of 
the  Monarch. 

"  And  whereas  it  is  objected  that  here  are  two 
Wills,  and  therefore  two  different  Perfons ;  we  an- 
fwer,  if  Multiplicity  of  Wills  implied  Multiplicity  of 
Perfons,  there  are  few  Hufbands  but  what  are  guilty 
of  Polygamy,  there  being  in  the  fame  Woman  great 
and  notorious  diverfity  of  Wills  j  a  point  which  we 
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fhall  not  need  to  infift  upon  before  any  married  per- 
fon,  much  lefs  of  your  Honour's  experience. 

"  Thus  have  we  made  good  our  firft  and  principal 
point,  That  if  the  Wife  of  the  Plaintiff,  Lindamira- 
Indamora,  hath  but  one  Organ  of  Generation,  me  is 
but  one  individual  Perfon,  in  the  truefl  and  molt 
proper  fenfe  of  Individuality  ;  and  that  the  matter  of 
fact  is  fo,  we  are  willing  to  put  upon  a  fair  trial  by 
a  Jury  of  Matrons,  whom  your  Honour  fhall  think 
fit  to  nominate  and  appoint  to  infpecl  the  body  of  the 
faid  Lindamira-Indainoi'a. 

"  Secondly,  we  are  to  prove,  that  though  Linda- 
mira-Indamora  were  two  individual  Perfons,  confift- 
ing  each  of  a  Soul  and  Body ;  yet  if  they  have  but  one 
Organ  of  Generation,  they  can  conftitute  but  one 
Wife.  For  from  whence  can  the  unity  of  any  thing 
be  denominated,  but  from  that  which  conftitutes  the 
Effence  or  principal  Ufe  of  it?  Thus,  if  a  Knife 
or  Hatchet  have  but  one  blade,  though  two  handles, 
it  will  properly  be  denominated  but  one  Knife  or  one 
Hatchet ;  inafmuch  as  it  hath  but  one  of  that  which 
conftitutes  the  Effence  or  principal  Ufe  of  a  Knife  or 
Hatchet.  So  if  there  were  not  only  one,  but  twenty 
Suppoftta  Rationalia,  with  one  common  Organ  of  Ge- 
neration, that  one  Syflem  would  only  make  one  Wife. 
Upon  the  whole,  let  not  a  few  Heads,  Legs,  or  Arms, 
extraordinary,  bias  your  Honour's  Judgment,  and 
deprive  the  Plaintiff  of  his  legal  Property ;  in  which 
right  our  Client  is  fo  ftrongly  fortified,  that  allowing 
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both  the  former  Proportions  to  be  falfe,  and  that  there 
were  two  Perfons,  two  Bodies,  two  rational  Souls, 
yea  and  two  Organs  of  Generation,  yet  would  it  ftill 
be  plain,  in  the  third  place, 

"  That  the  Defendant,  Prince  Ebn-Hai-Paw- 
Waw,  can  have  no  right  to  detain  from  the  Plaintiff 
his  lawfully  wedded  Wife,  Lindamira.  For,  abftract- 
ing  from  the  priority  of  the  marriage  of  our  Client, 
by  which  it  would  feem  he  acquired  a  Property  in 
his  Wife,  and  all  otht-r  matter  infeparably  annexed 
unto  her,  it  is  evident  Prince  Ebn-Hai-Paw-Waw, 
by  his  marriage  to  Indamora,  could  never  acquire 
any  property  in  Lindamira ;  nor  can  produce  any 
caufe  why  both  of  them  mould  live  with  himfelf  ra- 
ther than  with  the  other !  Therefore  we  humbly  hope, 
your  Honour  will  order  the  body  of  our  faid  Wife  to 
be  reftored  to  us,  and  due  cenfure  pail  on  the  faid 
Ebn-Hai-Paw-Waw." 

Dr.  Penny-feather  having  thus  ended  his  Pleading, 
was  thus  anfwered  by  Dr.  Leather-head : 

"  I  will  not  trouble  your  Honour  with  any  unne- 
ceflary  Preamble  or  falfe  Colours  of  Eloquence,  which 
Truth  hath  no  need  of,  and  which  would  prove  too 
thin  a  Veil  for  Falfehood  before  the  penetrating  eyes 
of  your  Honour.  In  anfwer  therefore  to  what  our 
learned  Brother  Dr.  Penny-feather  hath  afferted,  we 
lhall  labour  to  demonflrate, 

"  Firft, 
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"  Firft,  That  though  there  were  but  one  Organ  of 
Generation,  yet  there  are  two  diflincl:  Perfons. 

"  Secondly,  That  although  there  were  but  one 
Organ  of  Generation,  fo  far  would  it  be  from  giving 
the  Plaintiff  any  right  to  the  Body  of  Indamora,  the 
Wife  of  Ebn-Hai-Paw-Waw,  that  it  will  fubject  the 
Plaintiff  to  the  penalty  of  Incefl  or  of  Bigamy. 

"  Thirdly,  we  doubt  not  to  prove  that  the  faid 
Lindamira-Indamora  hath  two  diftincl:  parts  of  Gene- 
ration. 

"  And  firft,  we  will  mow,  that  neither  the  indi- 
vidual EfTence  of  Mankind,  nor  the  Seat  of  the  Soul, 
doth  refide  in  the  Organ  of  Generation,  and  this  firft 
from  Reafon :  For  unreafonable  indeed  mufl  it  be 
to  make  that  the  Seat  of  the  rational  Soul,  which 
alone  fets  us  on  a  level  with  beafts ;  or  to  conceive 
that  the  EiTence  of  Unity  and  Individuality  mould 
confift  in  that  which  is  the  fource  of  Difcord  and 
Divifion.  In  a  word,  what  can  be  a  greater  abfur- 
dity  than  to  affirm  Befliality  to  be  the  Eflence  of 
Humanity,  Darknefs  the  Centre  of  Light,  and  Filthi- 
nefs  the  Seat  of  Purity  ? 

"  We  could,  from  the  authority  of  the  moft  emi- 
nent Philofophers  of  all  ages,  confirm  this  our  alfer- 
tion ;  few  of  whom  ever  had  the  impudence  to 
degrade  this  Queen,  the  rational  Soul,  to  the  very 
loweft  and  vilefl  Apartment,  or  rather  Sink,  of  her 
whole  Palace.  But  we  mail  produce  {till  a  greater 
authority  than  thefe,  to  manifeft  that  perfonal  Indivi- 
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duality  did  fubfift,  when  there  was  no  fuch  generative 
Carnality. 

"  It  -  hath  been  ftrenuoufly  maintained  by  many 
holy  Divines,  (and  particularly  by  Thomas  Aquinas,) 
that  our  firft  Parents,  in  the  State  of  Innocence,  did 
in  no  wife  propagate  their  fpecies  after  the  prefent 
common  manner  of  men  and  beads ;  but  that  the 
propagation  at  that  time  muft  have  been  by  Intuition, 
Coalition  of  Ideas,  or  fome  pure  and  fpiritual  manner, 
fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  their  Ration  ;  and  though  the 
Sexes  were  diftinguifhed  in  that  ftate,  yet  it  is  plain 
it  was  not  by  parts,  fuch  as  we  have  at  prefent ; 
fince,  if  our  firft  Parents  had  any  fuch,  they  muft 
have  known  it ;  and  it  is  written  that  they  difcovered 
them  not  till  after  the  Fall ;  when  it  is  probable  thofe 
parts  were  the  immediate  Excrefcence  of  Sin,  and 
only  grew  forth  to  render  them  fitter  companions 
for  thofe  Beafts  among  which  they  were  driven. 

"  It  is  a  maxim  in  Philofophy,  that  Generatio  unius 
eft  Corruptio  alterius ;  whence  it  is  apparent  that  the 
Paradifaical  Generation  was  of  a  different  nature  from 
ours,  free  from  all  corruption  and  imbecility.  This 
is  further  corroborated  by  the  authority  of  thofe 
Doctors  of  the  Church,  who  have  afferted,  that  be- 
fore the  Fall,  Adam  was  endowed  with  a  continual 
uninterrupted  Faculty  of  Generation  :  which  can  be 
explained  of  no  other  than  that  of  Intuitive  Genera- 
tion abovefaid :  Since  it  is  well  known  to  all  the  leaft 
(killed  in  Anatomy,  that  the  prefent  (male)  part  of 
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Generation   is   utterly   incapable   of    this   continual 
Faculty. 

"  We  come  now  to  our  fecond  point,  wherein  the 
Advocate  for  the  Plaintiff  afferteth,  that  if  there  were 
two   Perfons,  and  one  Organ  of  Generation,  this 
Syftem  would  conftitute  but  one  Wife.     This  will- 
put  the  Plaintiff  ftill  in  a  worfe  condition,  and  render 
him  plainly  guilty  of  Bigamy,  Rape,  or  Inceft ;  for, 
if  there  be  but  one  fuch  Organ  of  Generation,  then 
both  the  Perfons  of  Lindamira  and  Indamora  have  an 
equal  property  in  it.;  and  what  is  Indamora's  property 
cannot  be  dupofed  of  without  her  confent ;  we  there- 
fore bring  the  whole  to  this  fhort  iflue,  Whether 
the  Plaintiff  Martinus  Scriblerus  had  the  confent  of 
Jndamora  or  not  ?     If  he  hath  had  her  confent,  he  i$ 
guilty  of  Bigamy ;  if  not,  he  is  guilty  of  a  Rape  or 
Inceft,  or  both.     The  Defendant,  Prince  Ebn-Hai- 
PaW-Waw,  having  been  lately  baptized,  hath  with 
fmgular  modefty  abftained  from  Confummation  with 
his  faid  Wife,   until  he  mail  be  fatisfied  from  the 
opinion  of  your  Honour,  his  learned  Judge,  how  far 
in  Law  and  Confcience  he  may  proceed ;  and  there- 
fore he  cannot  affirm  much,  nor  pofitively,  as  to  the 
ftructure  of  the  Organ  of  Generation  of  this  his  Wife 
Indamora ;  yet  make  we  no  doubt  tha]t  it  will,  upon 
infpe&ion,  appear  that  the  faid  Organ  is  diftincl:  from 
that  of  Lindamira :  Whereupon  we  crave  to  hear  the 
Report  of  the  Jury  of  Matrons,  appointed  to  infpeclk 
the  body  of  the  faid  Gentlewoman. 
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tc  And  if  the  matter  of  fact  be  thus,  give  me  your 
Honours  permiffion  to  repeat  what  hath  been  faid  by 
the  Advocate  for  the  Plaintiff ;  to  wit,  that  Martinus 
Scriblerus,  Batchelor  in  Phyfick,  by  this  his  marriage 
with  Lindamira,  could  in  no  wife  acquire  any  property 
in  the  body  of  Indamora ;  nor  fhew  any  caufe  why 
this  duplicated  Wife,  Lindamira-Indamora,  (hould 
abide  with  him,  rather  than  with  the  Defendant* 
Prince  Ebn-Hai-Paw-Waw,  of  Monomotapa." 

The  Jury  of  Matrons  having  made  their  Report, 
and  it  appearing  from  thence  that  the  Parts  of  Gene- 
ration in  Lindamira  and  Indamora  were  diftinct,  the 
Judge  took  time  to  deliberate ;  and  the  next  Court- 
i.  ay  he  fpoke  to  this  effect : 

"  Gentlemen, 
*  I  am  of  opinion  that  Lindamira  and  Indamora 
are'  diftinct  Perfons,  and  that  both  the  Marriages  are 
'good  and  valid :    Therefore  I  order  you,  Martinus 
Scriblerus,  Batchelor  in  Phyfick,  and  you,  Ebn-Hai- 
Paw-Waw,  Prince  of  Monomotapa,  to  cohabit  with 
your  Wives,  and  to  lie  in  bed  each  on  the  fide  of  his 
own  Wife.     I  hope,  Gentlemen,  you  will  ferioufly 
Confider  that  you  are  under  a  ftricler  tie  than  com- 
mon Brothers-in-law;  that  being,  as  it  were,  Joint 
'Proprietors  of  one  common  Tenement,  you  will  fo 
behave  as 'good  Fellow-lodgers  ought  to  do,  and  with 
great  modefty  each  to   his  refpective  Sifter-in-law, 
tbftaining  from  all  further  Familiarities  than  what 
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Conjugal  Duties  do  naturally  oblige  you  to.  Con- 
sider alfo  by  how  fmall  limits  the  Duty  and  the  Tref- 
pafs  is  divided ;  left,  while  ye  difcharge  the  duty  of 
Matrimony,  ye  heedlefsly  Aide  into  the  Sin  of  Adul- 
tery." 

This  Sentence  pleafed  neither  Party ;  and  Martin 
appealed  from  the  Confiftory  to  the  Court  of  Arches ; 
but  they  confirmed  the  Sentence  of  the  Confiftory. 

It  was  at  laft  brought  before  a  Commiffion  of  De- 
legates ;  who,  having  weighed  the  cafe,  reverfed  the 
Sentence  of  the  inferiour  Courts,  and  difannulled  the 
Marriage,  upon  the  following  Reafons :  "  That 
allowing  the  manner  of  Cohabitation  enjoined  to  be 
practicable  (though  highly  inconvenient),  yet  the 
Jus  petendi  and  reddendi  Debitum  conjugate  being  at  all 
times  equal  in  both  Hufbands  and  both  Wives,  and 
at  the  fame  time  impoffible  in  more  than  one,  two 
Perfons  could  not  have  a  Right  to  the  entire  poffef- 
fion  of  the  fame  thing  at  the  fame  time ;  nor  could 
one  fo  enjoy  his  property,  as  to  debar  another  from 
the  ufe  of  his,  who  has  an  equal  right.  So  much  as 
to  the  Debitum  -petendi,  and  as  to  the  Debitum  red- 
dendi, nemo  tenetur  ad  impojjible.  Therefore  the  Lords, 
with  great  wifdom,  diffolved  both  Marriages,  as  pro- 
ceeding upon  a  natural  as  well  as  legal  abfurdity. 

This  affair  being  thus  unhappily  terminated,  and 
become  the  whole  talk  of  the  Town,  Martinus,  unable 
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to  fupport  the  affliction,  as  well  as  to  avoid  the 
many  difagreeable  confequences,  refolved  to  quit  the 
Kingdom.  But  we  muft  not  here  neglect  to  mention, 
that  during  the  whole  courfe  of  this  Procefs,  his  con- 
tinual Attendance  on.  the  Courts  in  his  own  Caufe, 
and  his  invincible  Curiofity  for  all  that  pafled  in  the 
Caufes  of  others,  gave  him  a  wonderful  infight  into 
this  Branch  of  Learning,  which  muft  be  confeffed  to 
have  been  fo  improved  by  the  Moderns,  as  beyond  all 
comparifon  to  exceed  the  Ancients.  From  the  day 
his  firft  Bill  was  filed,  he  began  to  collect  Reports ; 
and  before  his  Suit  was  ended,  he  had  time  abun- 
dantly fufficient  to  compile  a  very  confiderable  volume. 
His  anger  at  his  ill  fuccefs  caufed  him  to  deftroy  the 
greateft  part  of  thefe  Reports,  and  only  to  preferve 
luch  as  difcovered  moft  of  the  Chicanery  and  Futility 
of  the  practice.  Thefe  we  have  fome  hopes  to  re- 
cover, if  they  were  only  miflaid  at  his  Removal ;  if 
not,  the  world  will  be  enough  inftructed  to  lament 
the  lofs,  by  the  only  one  now  publick,  viz,  the  Cafe 
of  Stradling  and  Stiles,  in  an  action  concerning  cer- 
tain black  and  white  Ilorfes.  We  cannot  wonder 
that  he  contracted  a  violent  averfion  to  the  Law,  as 
is  evident  from  a  whole  Chapter  of  his  Travels ;  and 
perhaps  his  Di (appointment  gave  him  alfo  a  Difincli- 
nation  to  the  fair  Sex,  for  whom,  on  fome  occafions, 
he  does  not  exprefs  all  the  refpect  and  admiration 
pofhble.  This  doubtlefs  muft  be  the  reafon,  that  in 
no  part  of  his  Travels  wre  find  him  beloved  by  any 

ftrange 
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flrange"  Princefs ;  nor  have  we  the  lead  account  that 
he  ever  relapfed  into  this  paffion,  except  what  is 
mentioned  in .  the  Introduction  of  the  Spanifh  Lady's 
Phenomenon'. 


CHAP.    XIV  \ 

OF    THE    SECESSION    OF    MARTINUS,    AND    SOiME 
HINT    OF    HIS    TRAVELS. 

tt  was  in  the  year  1699,  that  Martin  fet  out  on  his 
Travels.  Thou  wilt  certainly  be  very  curious  to 
know  what  they  were.  It  is  not  yet  time  to  in- 
form thee.  But  what  hints  I  am  at  liberty  to  give, 
I  will, 

Thou 

8  Thefe  pleadings  have  the  leajl  humour,  as  they  certainly  are 
the  mofl  offenfive  part  of  the  hiftory. 

c  It  is  very  acutely  and  juftly  obferved  by  Mr.  Cambridge,  in 
the  Preface  to  his  Scribleiiad,  that  it  was  furprifing  Mr.  Pope 
fhould  make  his  Scriblerus  fo  complicated  a  character  as  he  repre- 
sents him  towards  the  end  of  his  Memoirs,  attributing  to  him 
things  quite  incompatible.  Nay,  fuch  is  his  lull  of  loading  this 
character,  that  he  declares  Gulliver's  Travels  to  be  the  Travels  of 
Scriblerus  ;  and  this  without  any  other  pretence,  than  that  Swift 
had  once  defigned  to  write  the  Travels  of  Scriblerus.  What  rea- 
fons  induced  him  to  change  this  work  of  humour,  to  a  particular 
gratification  of  his  lpleen,  it  is  not  to  the  prefent  purpofe  to  make 
known  ;  but  this  is  certain,  that  when  he  made  fo  total  an  altera- 
tion  in  his  defign,  he  took  care  not  to  give  one  feature  of  Scrib- 
lerus to  his  Gulliver.  This  hath  been  obferved  in  a  remark  on  a 
former  Chapter.  Warton. 
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Thou  malt  know  then,  that  in  his  firft  Voyage 
he  was  carried  by  a  profperous  Storm,  to  a  Dif- 
covery  of  the  Remains  of  the  ancient  Pygmaan  Em- 
pire. 

That  in  his  fecond,  he  was  as  happily  fhipwrecked 
on  the  Land  of  the  Giants,  now  the  mod  humane 
people  in  the  world '. 

That  in  his  third  Voyage,  he  difcovered  a  whole 
Kingdom  of  Philojopbers,  who  govern  by  the  Mathe- 
maiichi  ;  with  whofe  admirable  Schemes  and  Proje&s 
he  returned  to  benefit  his  own  dear  Country ;  but 
had  the  misfortune  to  find  them  rejected  by  the 
envious  Minifters  of  Queen  Anne,  and  himfelf  fent 
treacheroufiy  away. 

And  hence  it  is,  that  in  his  fourth  Voyage  he  dis- 
covers a  Vein  of  Melancholy  proceeding  almoft  to 
a  Difguft  of  his  Species ;  but,  above  all,  a  mortal 
Deteftation  to  the  whole  flagitious  Race  of  Minifters, 
and  a  final  Refolution  not  to  give  in  any  Memorial  to 

the 

*  Is  it  not  a  fact,  that  the  more  intimate  knowledge  we  acquire 
of  the  character  of  rode  nations,  the  lefs  cruel  they  appear  ?  The 
Moors,  Turks,  Malays,  Arabians,  are  cruel,  from  their  fanati- 
tifm,  jcaloufy,  and  peculiar  fuperltitions.  The  mo  ft  barbarous 
nations  have  an  idea  of  their  own  great  Juperiority,  but  this  is  in* 
olTcnfire.  The  CaiTres  have  been  thought  the  moll  bloody  people 
fn  the  world,  and  yet  how  humane  have  they  been  found  to  thofe 
who  have  been  call  upon  their  ihores  ?  The  fame,  refpefting  their 
humanity,  may  be  faid  of  the  mod  miferable  and  perfecuted  race, 
the  Efqtiimanx. 

"  Savage  nations,"  as  they  are  called,  arc  frequently,  in  this 
refpeet,  much  more  "  finned  againft,  than  finning." 
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the  Secretary  of  State,  in  order  to  fubjecl:  the  Lands 
he  difcovered  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

Now  if,  by  thefe  hints,  the  Reader  can  help  himfelf 
to  a  farther  difcovery  of  the  Nature  and  Contents  of 
thefe  Travels,  he  is  welcome  to  as  much  light  as  they 
afford  him ;  I  am  obliged,  by  all  the  ties  of  honour, 
not  to  fpeak  more  openly. 

But  if  any  man  mall  fee  fuch  very  extraordinary 
Voyages,  into  fuch  very  extraordinary  Nations,  which 
manifeft  the  mod  dillinguiihing  marks  of  a  Philofo- 
pher,  a  Politician,  and  a  Legiflator ;  and  can  imagine 
them  to  belong  to  a  Surgeon  of  a  Ship,  or  a  Captain 
of  a  Merchantman,  let  him  remain  in  his  Ignorance. 

And  whoever  he  be,  that  {hall  further  obferve,  in 
every  page  of  fuch  a  book,  that  cordial  Love  of  Man- 
kind, that  inviolable  Regard  to  Truth,  that  Pajfion  for 
his  dear  Country,  and  that  particular  attachment  to 
the  excellent  Princefs  Queen  Anne  ;  furely  that  man 
deferves  to  be  pitied,  if,  by  all  thofe  vifible  Signs  and 
Characters,  he  cannot  difiinguifh  and  acknowledge 
the  Great  Scriblerus. 
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CHAP.    XV. 

OF  THE  DISCOVERIES  AND  WORKS  OF  THE  GREAT 
SCRIBLERUS,  MADE  AND  TO  BE  MADE,  WRITTEN 
AND    TO    BE    WRITTEN,  KNOWN  AND  UNKNOWN. 

IT  ere  therefore,  at  this  great  Period,  we  end  our 
firft  Book.  And  here,  O  Reader,  we  entreat 
thee  utterly  to  forget  all  thou  haft  hitherto  read,  and 
to  call  thy  eyes  only  forward  to  that  boundlefs  Field 
the  next  fhall  open  unto  thee ;  the  fruits  of  which  (if 
thine,  or  our  fins  do  not  prevent)  are  to  fpread  and 
multiply  over  this  our  work,  and  over  all  the  face  of 
the  Earth. 

In  the  mean  time,  know  what  thou  oweft,  and 
what  thou  yet  may'ft  owe,  to  this  excellent  Perfon, 
this  Prodigy  of  our  Age  ;  who  may  well  be  called, 
The  Pbilofophcr  of  ultimate  Cau/es,  fmce,  by  a  Sagacity 
peculiar  to  himlelf,  he  hath  difcovered  Effects  in  their 
very  Caufe  ;  and  without  the  trivial  helps  of  Experi- 
ments, or  Obfervations,  hath  been  the  Inventor  of 
molt  of  the  modern  Syftems  and  Hypothefes. 

He  hath  enriched  Mathematicks  w  with  many  precife 
and  geometrical  Quadratures  of  the  Circle.     He  firft 

difcovered 

*  How  jtiftly  focver  the  knowledge  of  Mathematicks  is  faid  to 
contribute  to  make  men  found  reafoners  ;  yet  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  neither  Hobbes,  nor  Bayle,  nor  Locke,  nor  Hume,  nor  Chil- 
lingwoith,  nor  Hooker,  nor  Butler,  fome  of  the  clofeil  and  mod, 
acute  reafoners  that  ever  wrote,  knew  much  of  the  Mathematicks. 

Wartoh. 
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difcovered   the  Caufe   of  Gravity,  and  the  inteftine 
Motion  of  Fluids. 

To  him  we  owe  all  the  obfervations  of  the  Pa- 
rallax of  the  Polc-Jlar,  and  all  the  new  Theories  of  the 
Deluge. 

He  it  was,  that  firfl  taught  the  right  ufe  fometimes 
of  the  Fuga  Vacui,  and  fometimes  of  the  Materia 
Subtilis,  in  refolving  the  grand  Phenomena  of  Nature. 

He  it  was,  that  firfl  found  out  the  Palpability  of 
Colours  ;  and  by  the  delicacy  of  his  Touch,  could 
diftinguifh  the  different  Vibrations  of  the  heterogene- 
ous Rays  of  Light. 

His  were  the  Projects  of  Perpetuum  Mobiles,  Flying 
Engines,  and  Pacing  Saddles  ; '  the  Method  of  difcover- 
ing  the  Longitude  by  Bo?nb-Vejfe!s,  and  of  increafmg 
the  Trade-Wind  by  vaft  plantations  of  Reeds  and  Sedges. 

I  mail  mention  only  a  few  of  his  Philofophical  and 
Mathematical  Works. 

1 .  A  complete  Digeft  of  the  Laws  of  Nature,  with 
a  Review  of  thofe  that  are  obfolete  or  repealed,  and 
of  thofe  that  are  ready  to  be  renewed  and  put  in 
force. 

2.  A  Mechanical  Explication  of  the  Formation  of 
the  Univerfe,  according  to  the  Epicurean  Hypothefis. 

3.  An  Inveftigation  of  the  Quantity  of  real  Matter 
in  the  Univerfe,  with  the  proportion  of  the  fpecifick 
Gravity  of  folid  Matter  to  that  of  Fluid. 

4.  Microfcopical  Obfervations  on  the  Figure  and 
Bulk  of  the  conflituent  Parts  of  all  Fluids.     A  Calcu- 
lation 
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Iation  of  the  proportion  in  which  the  Fluids  of  the 
Earth  decreafe,  and  of  the  period  in  which  they  will 
be  totally  exhaufted. 

5.  A  Computation  of  the  Duration  of  the  Sun,  and 
how  long  it  will  lafl  before  it  be  burned  out. 

6.  A  Method  to  apply  the  Force  arifing  from 
the  immenfe  Velocity  of  Light  to  mechanical  pur- 
pofes. 

7.  An  Anfwer  to  the  queflion  of  a  curious  Gentle- 
man :  How  long  a  New  Star  was  lighted  up  before 
its  appearance  to  the  Inhabitants  of  our  Earth  ?  To 
which  is  fubjoined  a  Calculation,  how  much  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Moon  eat  for  Supper,  confidering 
that  they  pafs  a  Night  equal  to  fifteen  of  our  natural 
days. 

8.  A  Demonftration  of  the  natural  Dominion  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Earth  over  thofe  of  the  Moon, 
if  ever  an  intercourfe  mould  be  opened  between  them. 
With  a  propofal  of  a  Partition  Treaty,  among  the 
earthly  Potentates,  in  cafe  of  fuch  difcovery. 

9.  Tide-Tables,  for  a  Comet,  that  is  to  approxi- 
mate towards  the  Earth. 

10.  The  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  London 
mined  by  the  Reports  of  the  Gold-finders,  and 

the  Tonnage  of  their  Carriages ;  with  allowance  for 
the  extraordinary  quantity  of  the  Jngejla  and  Egefta  of 
the  people  of  England,  and  a  deduction  of  what  is 
left  under  dead  walls,  and  dry  ditches. 


It 
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It  will  from  hence  be  evident,  how  much  all  his 
Studies  were  directed  to  the  univerfal  Benefit  of  Man- 
kind. Numerous  *  have  been  his  Projects  to  this  end, 
of  which  Two  alone  will  be  Sufficient  to  fhow  the 
amazing  Grandeur  of  his  Genius.  The  firft  was  a 
Propofal,  by  a  general  contribution  of  all  Princes,  to 
pierce  the  firft  crult  or  Nucleus  of  this  cur  Earth, 
quite  through,  to  the  next  concentrical  Sphere.  The 
advantage  he  propofed  from  it  was,  to  find  the  Pa- 
rallax of  the  Fixt  Stars  ;  but  chiefly  to  refute  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton's  Theory  of  Gravity,  and  Mr.  Halley's 
of  the  Variations.  The  fecond  was,  to  build  Two 
Poles  to  the  Meridian,  with  immenfe  Light-houfes  on 
the  top  of  them  ;  to  fupply  the  defect  of  Nature,  and 
to  make  the  Longitude  as  eafy  to  be  calculated  as  the 
Latitude.  Both  theie  he  could  not  but  think  very  prac- 
ticable, by  the  Power  of  all  the  Potentates  of  the  World. 

May  we  prefuine  after  thefe  to  mention,  how  he 
defcended  from  the  fublime  to  the  beneficial  Parts  of 
Knowledge,-  and  particularly  his  extraordinary  practice 
of  Pby/ick.  From  the  Age,  Complexion,  or  Weight 
of  the  Perfon  given,  he  contrived  to  prefcribe  at  a  dis- 
tance, 

w  Many  idle  projects  of  Maupertuis  deferve  the  fame  ridicule; 
and  this  paffage,  though  written  many  years  before  thofe  of  the 
Phiiofopher  of  Berlin,  may  pafs  for  an  able  Satire  on  them,  and 
exactly  hit  their  abfurdities  ;  which  Voltaire  has  effectually  ex- 
pofed  with  infinite  wit  and  ridicule,  and  for  which  Maupertuis  took 
ample  revenge,  by  occasioning  the  rupture  betwixt  this  Poet  and 
the  King  of  PrufTia.  Wartok* 

VOL,  VI.  N 
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tance,  as  well  as  at  a  Patient's  bed-fide.  He  taught 
the  way  to  many  modern  Phyficians,  to  cure  their 
Patients  by  Intuition,  and  to  others  to  cure  without 
looking  on  them  at  all.  He  projected  a  Menftruum  to 
diflblve  the  Stone,  made  of  Dr.  Woodward's  Univer- 
fal  Deluge-water.  His  was  alfo  the  device  to  relieve 
Confumptive  or  Afthmatic  perfons,  by  bringing  frefh 
Air  out  of  the  Country  to  Town,  by  pipes  of  the 
nature  of  the  Recipients  of  Air-pumps :  And  to 
introduce  the  native  air  of  a  man's  country  into  any 
other  in  which  he  fliould  travel,  with  a  feafonable  In- 
tromiflion  of  fuch  Steams  as  were  mod  familiar  to 
him  ;  to  the  inexpreffible  comfort  of  many  Scotfmen? 
Laplanders,  and  white  Bears. 

In  Phyfiogmmy* ,  his  penetration  is  fuch,  that  from 
the  Picture  only  of  any  perfon,  he  can  write  his  Life; 
and  from  the  features  of  the  Parents,  draw  the  Por- 
trait of  any  Child  that  is  to  be  born. 

Nor  hath  he  been  fo  enrapt  in  thefe  Studies,  as  to 
neglect  the  Polite  Arts  of  Painting,  Architecture, 
Mufick,  Poetry,  etc.  It  was  he  that  gave  the  firft 
hint  to  our  modern  Painters,  to  improve  the  Likenefs 
of  their  Portraits  by  the  ufe  of  fuch  Colours  as  would 
faithfully  and  conftantly  accompany  the  Life,  not  only 
in  its  prefent  ftate,  but  in  all  its  alterations,  decays, 
age,  and  death  itfelf. 

In 

■  This  ridicule  would  have  been  heightened  if  Lavater's  cele- 
brated Book  and  Portraits  had  been  publifhed.  A  fine  fuhjedl  for 
Satire  !  What  follows  of  Architecture,  of  Mufic,  and  of  Poetry, 
h  a  little  flat,  general,  and  unappropriated.  Wartoh. 
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In  Architecture,  he  builds  not  with  fo  much  re- 
gard to  prefent  fymmetry  or  conveniency  ;  as  with  a 
Thought  well  worthy  a  true  lover  of  Antiquity,  to 
wit,  the  noble  effect  the  Building  will  have  to  pofle- 
rity,  when  it  (hall  fall  and  become  a  Ruin* 

As  to  Mufick,  I  think  Heidegger  has  not  the  face  to 
deny  that  he  has  been  much  beholden  to  his  Scores. 

In  Poetry,  he  hath  appeared  under  a  hundred 
different  names,  of  which  we  may  one  day  give  a 
Catalogue. 

In  Politicks,  his  Writings  are  of  a  peculiar  Cad, 
for  the  mod  part  Ironical,  and  the  Drift  of  them  often 
fo  delicate  and  refined  as  to  be  miftaken  by  the  vul- 
gar. He  once  went  lb  far,  as  to  write  a  Perfuafive  to 
people  to  eat  their  own  Children,  which  was  fo  little 
under  ftood  as  to  be  taken  in  ill  part y.  He  has  often 
written  againft  Liberty  in  the  name  of  Freeman  akd 
Algernon  Sidney,  in  vindication  of  the  Meafurcs  of 
Spain  under  that  of  Raleigh,  -and  in  praife  of  Corrup- 
tion under  thole  of  Cato  and  Publicola. 

It  is  true,  that  at  his  lad  departure  from  England, 
in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne,  apprehending  left  any 
of  thefe  might  be  perverted  to  the  Scandal  of  the  weak, 
or  Encouragement  of  the  flagitious,  he  cad  them  all, 
without  mercy,  into  a  Bog-houfe  near  67.  James's. 
Some  however  have  been  with  great  diligence  reco- 
vered, and  fifhed  up  with  a  hook  and  line,  by  the  Mi- 

nifterial 

Y  Swift'*  ironical  tra£t  on  that  fubject. 
N  2 
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nifterial  Writers,  which  make  at  prefent  the  great 
Ornaments  of  their  works. 

Whatever  he  judged  beneficial  to  Mankind,  he 
conftantly  communicated  (not  only  during  his  flay 
among  us,  but  ever  fince  his  abfence)  by  fome  me- 
thod or  other,  in  which  Oftentation  had  no  part. 
With  what  incredible  Modefly  he  concealed  himfelf 
is  known  to  numbers  of  thofe  to  whom  he  addreffed 
fbmetimes  Epiftles,  fomctimes  Hints,  fometimes  whole 
Treatifes,  Advices  to  Friends,  Projects  to  Firft  Mini- 
flers,  Letters  to  M.t  of  Parliament,  Accounts  to 

the  Royal  Society,  and  innumerable  others. 

All  thcfe  will  be  vindicated  to  the  true  Author,  in 
the  courfe  of  thcfe  Memoirs.  I  may  venture  to  fay 
they  cannot  be  unacceptable  to  any,  but  to  thofe,  who 
will  appear  too  much  concerned  as  Plagiaries  to  be 
admitted  as  Judges.  Wherefore  we  warn  the  Public, 
to  take  particular  notice  of  all  fuch  as  manifeft  any 
indecent  PafTion  at  the  appearance  of  this  Work,  as 
Perfons  mofl  certainly  involved  in  the  Guilt. 


THE    END    OF    THE    FIRST    BOOK. 
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t  hath  been  long  (my  dear  Countrymen)  the  fub- 
jecl:  of  my  concern  and  furprize,  that  whereas 
numberlefs  Poets,  Critics,  and  Orators  have  compiled 

and 


1 


Martinus~\  The  learned  Mr.  Upton  lias  made  an  ingenious 
remark  on»the  title  of  this  piece:  "  'Tis  pleafant  enough  to 
confider  how  the  change  of  a  iingle  letter  has  often  led  learned 
Commentators  into  miftakes  ,  and  a  n,  being  accidentally  altered 
into  a  B,  in  a  Greek  Rhetorician,  gave  occaiion  to  one  of  the  belt 
pieces  of  fatire  that  was  ever  written  iu  the  Englifn  language,  viz. 
nEPI  BA0OTZ ;  a  treatife  concerning  the  Art  of  Sinking  in 
Poetry.  The  blunder  I  mean  is  in  the  fecond  Section  of  Lon- 
ginus:  EI  ESTIN  TtOTS  TIS  H  BA0OYZ  TEXNH,  iriltead  of 
TIAQOYZ. ;  a  mod  ridiculous  blunder  *,  which  has  occaiioned  as 
ridiculous  criticifms."     Obfcrvations  on  Shaki-fpeare,  p   256. 

M  De  Larchet,  the  translator  of  Herodotus,  gave  a  French 
tranflation  alfo  of  this  Lite  of  Scriblcrus.  it  is  eafy  to  imagine 
that  the  humour  has  evaporated  in  a  French  tranflation. 

The  blunder  relating  to  the  word  ira&tis,  reminds  one  of  a 
mod  egregious  miftake  of  Rapin  the  critic,  whofe  knowledge  of 
Greek  has  been  much  queitioned.  Relating  a  (lory  of  Euphranor 
the  painter,  he  fays,  "  Apion  has  related  it."  Having  read  the 
Itory  in  Eullathiusj  who  fays,  erartwv  r/pa^rv ;  which  meant,  that 
Euphranor,  hearing  a  delcription  of  Jupiter  read  in  Homer, 
•'  went  away  and  painted  it."  Wahton. 

*  In  one  or"  the  Oxfora  editions  or"  the  Prayer-book,  in  the  comma  orients, 
unfortunately  the  word  «<  not"  was  left  out,  and  it  ippwred,  "  Thou  fhait  com- 
mit adultery." 
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and  digefted  the  Art  of  ancient  Poefy,  there  hath  not 
rifen  among  us  one  perfon  fo  public-fpirited,  as  to 
perform  the  like  for  the  Modern.  Although  it  is 
univerfally  known,  that  our  every-way  indullrious 
Moderns,  both  in  the  Weight  of  their  Writings,  and 
in  the  Velocity  of  their  Judgments,  do  fo  infinitely 
excel  the  faid  Ancients. 

Neverthelefs,  too  true  it  is,  that  while  a  plain  and 
direct  road  is  paved  to  their  l>4*?*  or  Sublime ;  no 
tract  has  been  yet  chalked  out,  to  arrive  at  our  BzQog 
or  Profund.  The  Latins,  as  they  came  between  the 
Greeks  and  Us,  made  ufe  of  the  word  Altitude,  which 
implies  equally  heighth  and  depth.  Wherefore  con- 
fidering  with  no  fmall  grief,  how  many  promifing 
Geniufes  of  this  age  are  wandering  (as  I  may  fay)  in 
the  dark  without  a  guide,  I  have  undertaken  this 
arduous  but  neceffary  talk,  to  lead  them  as  it  were  by 
the  hand,  and  ftep  by  ftep,  the  gentle  down-hill  way 
to  the  Bathos ;  the  bottom,  the  end,  the  central  point, 
the  nonplus  ultra,  of  true  Modern  Poefy! 

When  I  confider  (my  dear  Countrymen)  the  ex- 
tent, fertility,  and  populoufnefs  of  our  Lowlands  of 
Parnaftus,  the  nourifhing  ftate  of  our  Trade,  and  the 
plenty  of  our  Manufacture  j  there  are  two  reflections 
which  adminifter  great  occafion  of  furprife  :  The  one, 
that  all  dignities  and  honours  mould  be  beflowed 
upon  the  exceeding  few  meagre  inhabitants  of  the 
Top  of  the  mountain;  the  other,  that  our  own 
cation  fhould  have  arrived  to  that  pitch  of  greatnefs 

it 
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it  now  poneffes,  without  any  regular  Syflem  of  Laws. 
As  to  the  firft,  it  is  with  great  pleafure  I  have  obferved 
of  late  the  gradual  decay  of  Delicacy  and  Refinement 
among  mankind,  who  are  become  too  reafonable  to 
require  that  we  mould  labour  with  infinite  pains  to 
come  up  to  the  tafte  of  thefe  Mountaineers,  when  they 
without  any  may  condefcend  to  ours.  But  as  we  now 
have  an  unqueftionable  Majority  on  our  fide,  I  doubt 
not  but  we  mall  fhortly  be  able  to  level  thefe  High- 
landers, and  procure  a  further  vent  for  our  own  pro- 
duct:, which  is  already  fo  much  relifhed,  encouraged, 
and  rewarded,  by  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  Great 
Britain a. 

Therefore,  to  fupply  our  former  defect,  I  purpofe 
to  collect  the  fcattered  Rules  of  our  Art  into  regular 
Inftitutes,  from  the  example  and  practice  of  the  deep 
Geniufes  of  our  nation ;  imitating  herein  my  prede- 
ceflbrs  the  Mafter  of  Alexander,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  renowned  Zenobiab.  And  in  this  my  under- 
taking I  am  the  more  animated,  as  I  expect  more 

fuccefs 

a  Notwithftanding  Pope's  great  and  acknowledged  fuperlority, 
he  was  certainly  fore  at  any  encouragement  given  to  thofe  who  were 
£0  much  beneath  him  in  Ration  and  talents :  but  Stephen  Duck 
looked  up  to  Pope  as  the  moft  eminent  poet,  and  this  difarmed 
Pope  from  treading  on  humble  Dack  himfelf :  his  fpleen  was  di- 
rected agaiuft  the  queens,  and  lords,  and  ladies,  who  patronifed 
him.  The  court,  indeed,  were  willing  Duck  mould  be  coniidered 
as  a  fort  of  rival  to  Pope,  who  was  pre-eminent ;  and  Swift,  in  a 
lofty  tone,  fays,  '*  May  fuch  a  court  have  always  fuch  poets 
to  celebrate  it !"  I  forget  the  exact  words;  he  meant  Duck  and 
Cibber. 

b  Longmus. 
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fuccefs  than  has  attended  even  thofe  great  Critics; 
fmce  their  Laws  (though  they  might  be  good)  have 
ever  been  flackly  executed,  and  their  Precepts  (how- 
ever (trie!)  obeyed  only  by  fits,  and  by  a  very  fmaU 
number. 

At  the  fame  time,  I  intend  to  do  juftice  upon  our 
neighbours,  inhabitants  of  the  upper  ParnafFus  ;  who, 
taking  advantage  of  the  rifmg  ground,  are  perpetually 
throwing  down  rubbifh,  dirt,  and  (tones  upon  us, 
never  fuffering  us  to  live  in  peace0.  Thefe  men, 
while  they  enjoy  the  cryflal  ftream  of  Helicon,  envy 
us  our  common  water,  which  (thank  our  liars)  though 
it  is  fomewhat  muddy,  flows  in  much  greater  abun- 
dance. Nor  is  this  the  greateft  injuftice  that  we  have 
to  complain  of;  for  though  it  is  evident  that  we  never 
made  the  lead  attempt  or  inroad  into  their  territories, 
but  lived  contented  in  our  native  fens;  they  have 
often  not  only  committed  Petty  Larcenies  upon  our 
borders,  but  driven  the  country,  and  carried  off  at 
once  whole  Cart-loads  of  our  manufacture;  to  reclaim 
foine  of  which  flolen  goods  is  part  of  the  defign  of 
this  Treatife. 

For  we  (hall  fee,  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  that 
our  greateft  Adverfaries  have  fometimes  defcended 
towards  us ;  and  doubtlefs  might  now  and  then  have 
arrived  at  the  Bathos  itfelf,  had  it  not  been  for  that 

mi  (taken 

c  This  might  lie  truly  faid  of  Pope  and  his  party,  who  having 
ccttaiuly  polfcffed  at  the  time  the  fountain-head  of  Helicon, 
fecmed  to  be  angry  that  any  one  elfe  fhould  pre  fume  to  come  to 
the  lame  ft  ream,  however  far  below. 
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miftaken  opinion  they  all  entertained,  that  the  Rules 
of  the  Ancients  were  equally  neceflary  to  the  Mo- 
derns ;  than  which  there  cannot  be  a  more  grievous 
Error,  as  will  be  amply  proved  in  the  following  dif- 
courfe. 

And  indeed,  when  any  of  thefe  have  gone  fo  far,  as 
by  the  light  of  their  own  Genius  to  attempt  new 
Models,  it  is  wonderful  to  obferve,  how  nearly  they 
have  approached  us  in  thofe  particular  pieces ;  though 
in  their  others  thev  differed  toto  ccclo  from  us. 


i9o         MARTINUS  SCRIBLERUS. 


CHAP.     II. 

THAT  THE  BATHOS,  OR  PROFUND,  IS  THE  NATU- 
RAL TASTE  OF  MAN,  AND  IN  PARTICULAR,  OF 
THE    PRESENT    AGE. 

»-|^he  Tafte  of  the  Bathos  is  implanted  by  Nature 
itfelf  in  the  foul  of  man ;  till,  perverted  by  cuf- 
tom  or  example,  he  is  taught,  or  rather  compelled, 
to  relifh  the  Sublime.     Accordingly,  we  fee  the  un- 
prejudiced Minds  of  Children  delight  only  in   fuch 
produ&ions,  and  in  fuch  images,  as  our  true  modern 
writers  fet  before  them.     I  have  obferved  how  fall 
the  general  Tafte  is  returning  to  this  firft  Simplicity 
and  Innocence ;  and  if  the  intent  of  all  Poetry  be  to 
divert    and    inftruct,    certainly  that  kind  which    di- 
verts and  inftructs  the  greateji  number,  is  to  be  pre- 
ferred.    Let  us  look  round  among  the  Admirers  of 
Poetry,  we  fhall  find  thofe  who  have  a  tafte  of  the 
Sublime  to  be  very  few ;  but  the  Profund    ftrikes 
univerfally,  and  is  adapted  to  every  capacity.     'Tis  a 
fruitlefs  undertaking  to  write  for  men  of  a  nice  and 
foppifh  Gufto,  whom,  after  all,  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to 
pleafe;    and  'tis  ftill  more  chimerical  to   write  for 
Pofterity,  of  whofe  Tafte  we  cannot  make  any  Judg- 
ment, and  whofe  applaufe  we  can  never  enjoy.     It 
muft  be  confefTed  our  wifer  authors  have  a  prefent 
end. 

Et  prodcjfe  volunt  et  delegare  Poeta. 

Their 
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Their  true  defign  is  Profit  or  Gain  ;  in  order  to  ac- 
quire v/hich,  'tis  neceffary  to  procure  applaufe  by 
adminiftering  pleafure  to  the  reader  :  From  whence 
it  follows  demonftrably,  that  their  productions  mull 
be  fuited  to  the  prefent  Tafte.  And  I  cannot  but  con- 
gratulate our  age  on  this  peculiar  felicity,  that  though 
we  have  made  indeed  great  progrefs  in  all  other 
branches  of  Luxury,  we  are  not  yet  debauched  with 
any  high  Relifh  in  Poetry,  but  are  in  this  one 
Tafte  lefs  nice  than  our  Anceftors.  If  an  Art  is  to 
be  eftimated  by  its  fuccefs,  I  appeal  to  experience 
whether  there  have  not  been,  in  proportion  to  their 
number,  as  many  (larving  good  Poets,  as  bad  ones. 

Neverthelefs,  in  making  gaind  the  principal  end  of 
our  Art,  far  be  it  from  me  to  exclude  any  great  Ge- 
niufes  of  Rank  or  Fortune  from  diverting  themfelves 
this  way.  They  ought  to  be  praifed  no  lefs  than  thofe 
Princes,  who  pafs  their  vacant  hours  in  fome  ingeni- 
ous mechanical  or  manual  Art.  And  to  fuch  as  thefe, 
it  would  be  ingratitude  not  to  own,  that  our  Art  has 
been  often  infinitely  indebted. 

*  Did  not  Pope  make  "  gain  the  end  of  his  art  ?" 

6uis  tuleril  Gracchos  de  feditione  querentes. 
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C  H  A  P.    III. 

THE  NECESSITY  OF  THE  BATHOS,   PHYSICALLY 
CONSIDERED. 

T7URTHERMORE,  it  were  great  cruelty  and  in- 
juftice,  if  all  fuch  Authors  as  cannot  write  in 
the  other  way  were  prohibited  from  writing  at  all. 
Asrainft  this  I  draw  an  argument  from  what  feems 
to  me  an  undoubted  phyfical  Maxim,  That  Poetry  is 
a  natural  or  morbid  Secretion  from  the  Brain.  As 
I  would  not  fuddenly  flop  a  Cold  in  the  head,  or  dry 
up  my  neighbour's  UTiie,  I  would  as  little  hinder  him 
from  neceflary  writing.  It  may  be  affirmed  with  great 
truth,  that  there  is  hardly  any  human  creature  paft 
childhood,  but  at  one  time  or  other  has  had  forhe 
Poetical  Evacuation,  and  no  queftion,  was  much  the 
better  for  it  in  his  health  :  fo  true  is  the  faying, 
Nafdmur  Po'cta.  Therefore  is  the  defire  of  Writing 
properly  termed  Pruritus,  the  "  Titillation  of  the 
Generative  Faculty  of  the  Brain,"  and  the  Perfon  is 
faid  to  conceive ;  now  fuch  as  conceive  mud  bring 
forth.  I  have  known  a  man  thoughtful,  melancholy, 
and  raving  for  divers  days,  who  forthwith  grew  won- 
derfully eafy,  lightfome,  and  cheerful,  upon  a  dif- 
charge  of  the  peccant  humour,  in  exceeding  purulent 
Metre.  Nor  can  I  queftion,  but  abundance  of  un- 
timely deaths  are  occafioned  for  want  of  this  laudable 
3  vent 
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vent  of  unruly  paffions;  yea,  perhaps,  in  poor  wretches, 
(which  is  very  lamentable)  for  mere  want  of  pen, 
ink,  and  paper  !  From  hence  it  follows,  that  a  fup- 
preffion  of  the  very  word  Poetry  is  of  dangerous 
confecruence  to  the  State.  We  find  by  experience, 
that  the  fame  humours  which  vent  themfelves  in  ham- 
mer in  Ballads  and  Sonnets,  are  condenfed  by  the 
winter's  cold  into  Pamphlets  and  Speeches  for  and ' 
againft  the  Miniftry  :  Nay.  I  know  not  but  many- 
times  a  piece  of  Poetry  may  be  the  mod  innocent 
compofition  of  a  Miniffcer  himfelf. 

It  is  therefore  manifeft  that  Mediocrity  ought  to 
be  allowed,  yea  indulged,  to  the  good  Subjects  of 
England.  Nor  can  I  conceive  how  the  world  has 
iwallowed  the  contrary  as  a  Maxim,  upon  the  fmgle 
authority  of  that  e  Horace  ?  Why  mould  the  golden 
Mean,  the  quintefTence  of  all  Virtues,  be  deemed  fo 
offenfive  in  this  Art  ?  or  Coolnefs  or  Mediocrity  be 
fo  amiable  a  quality  in  a  Man,  and  fo  deteflable  in  a 
Poet? 

However,  far  be  it  from  me  to  compare  thefe 
Writers,  with  thofe  great  Spirits,  who  are  born  with 
a  Vivacite  de  pcfcmteur^  or  (as  an  Englifh  Author  calls 
it)  an  "  Alacrity  of  Sinking  ;"  and  who  by  (Irength  of 
Nature  alone  can  excel.  All  I  mean  is  to  evince  the 
Neceffity  of  Rules  to  thefe  lefTer  Genius's,  as  well  as 
the  ufefulnefs  of  them  to  the  greater. 

e  Mediocrtlus  ejfz  poiHs 
NotirdiiyTion  homines,  etc.     Hor.  Pofe. 

VOL.    VI.  O 
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C  II  A  P.    IV. 

THAT    THERE    IS    AN    ART    OF    THE    BATHOS,    OR 
PROFUND. 

ttte  now  come  to  prove,  that  there  is  an  Art  oi 
Sinking  in  Poetry.  Is  there  not  an  Architecture 
of  Vaults  and  Cellars,  as  well  as  of  lofty  Domes  and 
Pyramids  ?  Is  there  not  as  much  ikill  and  labour  in 
making  Dikes,  as  in  railing  Mounts  ?  Is  there  not 
an  Art  of  Diving  as  well  as  of  Flying  ?  And  will 
any  fober  practitioner  affirm,  that  a  diving  Engine  is 
not  of  fingular  ufe  in  making  him  long-winded,  aflift- 
ing  his  fight,  and  furnifliing  him  with  other  ingeni- 
ous means  of  keeping  under  water  ? 

If  we  fearch  the  Authors  of  Antiquity,  we  mall  find 
as  few  to  have  been  diftinguifhed  in  the  true  Profund, 
as  in  the  true  Sublime.  And  the  very  fame  thing  (as 
it  appears  from  Longinus)  had  been  imagined  of 
that  as  now  of  this  •>  namely,  that  it  was  entirely  the 
Gift  of  Nature.  I  grant  that  to  excel  in  the  Bathos 
a  Genius  is  requifite  :  yet  the  Rules  of  Art  mufl  be 
allowed  fo  far  ufeful,  as  to  add  weight,  or,  as  I  may 
fay,  hang  on  lead,  to  facilitate  and  enforce  our  de- 
fcent,  to  guide  us  to  the  mofl  advantageous  declivities, 
and  habituate  our  imagination  to  a  depth  of  thinking. 
Many  there  are  that  can  fall,  but  few  can  arrive  at  the 
felicity  of  falling  gracefully ;  much  more  for  a  man 

who 
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who  is  amongft  the  loweft  of  the  Creation,  at  the  very 
bottom  of  the  Atmofphere,  to  defcend  beneath  him- 
felf,  is  not  fo  eafy  a  talk  unlefs  he  calls  in  Art  to  his 
affiftance.  It  is  with  the  Bathos  as  with  fmall  Beer  f5 
which  is  indeed  vapid  and  infipid,  if  left  at  large,  and 
let  abroad ;  but  being  by  our  Rules  confined  and 
well  ftopt,  nothing  grows  fo  frothy,  pert,  and  boun- 
cing. 

The  Sublime  of  Nature  is  the  Sky,  the  Sun,  Moon, 
Stars,  etc.  The  Profund  of  Nature  is  Gold,  Pearls, 
precious  Stones,  and  the  Treafures  of  the  Deep, 
which  are  ineftimable  as  unknown.  But  all  that  lies 
between  thefe,  as  Corn,  Flower,  Fruits,  Animals,  and 
Things  for  the  meer  ufe  of  Man,  are  of  mean  price, 
and  fo  common  as  not  to  be  greatly  efteemed  by  the 
curious.  It  being  certain  that  any  thing,  of  which 
we  know  the  true  ufe,  cannot  be  invaluable  :  Which 
affords  a  folution,  why  common  Senfe  hath  either 
been  totally  defpifed,  or  held  in  fmall  repute,  by  the 
greatefl  modern  Critics  and  Authors. 

i  This  fimile,  Warton  remarks,  is  in  the  Dunciad. 


O  % 
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CHAP.    V. 

OF  THE   TRUE  GENIUS  FOR  THE   PROFUND,    AND    BY 
WHAT    IT    IS    CONSTITUTED. 

a  nd  I  will  venture  to  lay  it  down,  as  the  firft 
Maxim  and  Corner-Stone  of  this  our  Art ;  that 
whoever  would  excel  therein,  muft  fludioufly  avoid, 
deteft,  and  turn  his  head  from  all  the  ideas,  ways, 
and  workings  of  that  peftilent  Foe  to  Wit,  and  De- 
flrover  of  line  Figures,  which  is  known  by  the  Name 
of  Common  Scnfe*.  His  bufmefs  mud  be  to  contract, 
the  true  Gout  de  trovers ;  and  to  acquire  a  mod 
happy,  uncommon,  unaccountable  Way  of  Thinking. 
He  is  to  confider  himfelf  as  a  Grotefque  painter, 
whole  works  would  be  fpoiled  by  an  imitation  of 
nature,  or  uniformity  of  defign.  He  is  to  mingle 
bits  of  the  molt  various,  or  difcordant  kinds,  land- 
fcapi',  hiftory,  portraits,  animals,  and  connect  them 
with  a  great  deal  of  flourifhing,  by  heads  or  tails,  as 
it  fhall  pleafe  his  imagination,  and  contribute  to  his 
principal  end,  which  is  to  glare  by  flrong  oppofition 
of  colours,  and  furprize  by  contrariety  of  images, 

Serpentes  avibus  geminentur,  tigribus  agnu     Hor. 

His 

*  This  is  too  Hrongly  exprefTt:!    Dire&ly,  ami  without  palliation 

fguiff,  to  recommend  abfurdity  i^  Falfc  writing,  and  unnatural 

degrct ;  fu  alfo  is  the  beginning  of  Chapter  the  Tenth. 

Wa&ton. 
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His  defign  ought  to  be  like  a  labyrinth,  out  of 
which  nobody  can  get  clear  but  himfelf.  And  fince 
the  great  h  Art  of  Poetry  is  to  mix  Truth  with  Fiction, 
in  order  to  join  the  Credible  with  the  Surprizing  ;  our 
author  mail  produce  the  Credible,  by  painting  Nature 
in  her  lowed  fimplicity  ;  and  the  Surprizing,  by  con- 
tradicting common  opinion.  In  the  very  Manners  he 
will  affect,  the  Marvellous ;  he  will  draw  Achilles 
with  the  patience  of  Job  ;  a  Prince  talking  like  a 
Jack-pudding  ;  a  Maid  of  honour  felling  bargains ; 
a  footman  fpeaking  like  a  philofopher;  and  a  fine 
Gentleman  like  a  fcholar.  Whoever  is  converfant 
in  modern  Plays,  may  make  a  mo  ft  noble  collection 
of  this  kind,  and  at  the  fame  time  form  a  complete 
body  of  modern  Ethics  and  Morality. 

Nothing  feemed  more  plain  to  our  great  authors 
than  that  the  world  had  long  been  weary  of  natural 
things.  How  much  the  contrary  are  formed  to  pleafe, 
is  evident  from  the  univerfal  applaufe  daily  given  to 
the  admirable  entertainments  of  Harlequin  and  Ma- 
gicians on  our  flage.  When  an  audience  behold  a 
coach  turned  into  a  wheel-barrow,  a  conjuror  into  ail 
old  woman,  or  a  man's  head  where  his  heels  mould 
be' ;  how  they  are  (truck  with  tranfport  and  delight  ? 

Which 

h  "  Atque  ita  mentitur,  fie  veris  falfa  remifcet."  Horace, 

1  Alluding   to    Rich    and   Cibber's    Pantomimes.     Yet  thsfe, 

perhaps,   may  be    confidtred   innocent,     as    well    as   pleafant,  in 

companion  of  fome   of  our  dramatic    entertainments  ;    they  do 

not    make    vice    virtue,  and    virtue   vice  j     they    do    not    drefs 
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Which  can  only  be  imputed  to  this  caufe,  that  each 
object  is  changed  into  that  which  hath  been  fuggefled 
to  them  by  their  own  low  ideas  before. 

He  ought  therefore  to  render  himfelf  matter  of  this 
happy  and  anti-natural  way  of  thinking  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  be  able,  on  the  appearance  of  any 
object,  to  furnifh  his  imagination  with  ideas  infinitely 
below  it.  And  his  eyes  mould  be  like  unto  the  wrong 
end  of  a  perfpective  glafs,  by  which  all  the  objects 
of  nature  are  leffened. 

For  example ;  when  a  true  genius  looks  upon  the 
Sky,  he  immediately  catches  the  idea  of  a  piece  of 
blue  luftring,  or  a  child's  mantle. 

k  The  Skies,  ivhofefp  reading  volumes  fcarce  have  room, 
Spun  thin,  and  ivove  in  nature' 's  Jinejl  loom, 

The 


up  what  paffion  the  author  pleafes,  in  the  tawdry  and  faf- 
ting  ornaments  of  unnatural  fcnthnent,  nor  defcribe  hy- 
perbolical benevolence,  amiable  adultery,  heroic  robbery,  cr 
fublime  proftitntiou  ;  which  is  mote  than  we  can  fay  of  the  Ger- 
man dramatists. 
^  k   Prince  Arthur,  p.-ir,  .\2.  WaRBURTOM. 

Steele  praifes  Prince  Arthur  in  the  Englifiimau.        Warton. 

It  is  re:  uthor  takes  the-  greater  part  of  hia 

example'-,  of  the  Bathos  from  Sir  Richard  Black  more,  and  perhaps 
it  may  be  impoffible  to  fpeak  of  his  poetry  with  too  much  con- 
tempt. That  his  political  principles,  and  the  favour  of  the  Court, 
iliouid  procure  Iwm  admirers,  and  even  readers,  among  his  contem- 
poraries, is  not  furprifing  5  neither  can  we  wonder  that  Mr.  Locke 
fhould  fpeak  favourably  of  his  works,  for  that  great  man  in  his 
book  on  education,  not  only  fhews  himfelf  to  be  ignorant  of,  but 
.    emy  to  poetry.     But  it  is  not  tafy  to  conceive  what 

could 
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The  new-born  world  in  their  foft  lap  embrac  d7 
And  all  around  their  farry  mantle  caft. 

If  he  looks  on  a  temped,  he  fhall  have  an  image  of 
a  troubled  bed,  and  defcribe  a  fucceeding  calm  in  this 
manner : 

1  The  Ocean,  jofd  to  fee  the  tempefi  fed, 
New  lays  bis  waves,  andfnooths  his  ruffled  bed- 

The  Triumphs  and  Acclamations  of  the  Angels, 
at  the  Creation  of  the  Univerfe,  prefent  to  his  Imagi- 
nation "  the  Rejoicings  of  the  Lord  Mayor's  Day  ;" 
and  he  beholds  thofe  glorious  beings  celebrating  the 
Creator,  by  huzzaing,  making  illuminations,  and  fling- 
ing fquibs,  crackers,  and  fky -rockets  : 

m  Glorious  Illuminations,  made  on  high, 
By  all  the  far  s  and  planets  of  the  f:y, 
Injuf  degrees,  and  jhining  order  plac  d, 
Speclators  charm* d,  and  the  blefl  dwelling  graced. 

Thro* 


could  induce  Dr.  Johnfon,  a  man  of  great  talents,  uncommon 
acutenefs,  and  remarkable  for  nothing  more  than  the  general 
feverity  of  his  criticifm,  to  endeavour  to  refcue  Sir  Richard  from 
the  oblivion  in  which  he  had  fo  long  repofed.  Walton. 

1  Prince  Arthur,  p.  14.  Warburton. 

'"  Prince  Arthur,  p.  50.  Warburton. 

N.  B.  In  order  to  do  juftice  to  thefe  great  Poets,  our  Citations 
are  taken  from  the  beit,  the  lait,  and  mod  correct  Editions  of 
their  Works.  That  which  we  ufe  of  Prince  Arthur,  is  in  Duo- 
dechno,  1714.     The  fourth  Edition  revifed.  Pope. 
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Thro*  all  tiy  enlighten' d  air  fwift  jire -works  flew, 
Which  with  repeated  foouts  glad  Cherubs  thrt 
Comets  ajcended  with  their  /weeping  train, 
Then  fell  in  flarryJJjow'rs  and  glitty  ring  rain. 
In  air  ten  thoufand  meteors  blazing  hung, 
Which  from  th*  eternal  battlements  were  flung. 

If  a  man  who  is  violently  fond  of  Wit,  will  iacrifice 
to  that  paffion  his  friend  or  his  God,  would  it  not  be 
a  fhame,  if  he  who  is  fmit  with  the  love  of  the  Bathos 
fhould  not  facrifice  to  it  all  other  tranfitory  regards  ? 
You  fhall  hear  a  zealous  Proteftant  Deacon  invoke 
a  Saint,  and  modeftly  befeech  her  to  do  more  for  us 
than  Providence  : 

n  Look  down,  blcfs\l  faint ,  with  pity  then  look  do-: 
Shed  on  this  land  thy  kinder  influence, 

I  guide  us  through  the  mifts  of  providence, 

hi  .  fir  ay. 

:ier  will  he,  if  a  goodly  Simile  come  in  his  way, 
fcruple  to  affirm  himfelf  an  eye-witnefs  of  things 
never  yet  beheld  by  man,  or  never  in  exiitence  ;  as 
thus, 

°  Thus  f  '  m  in  Araby  the  blcfi'd, 

A  Phoenix  coufb'd  upon  her  funeral  ne/r. 

But 

"   A.  PI.  e  death  of  Queen  Mary.  War  burton. 

Wanton. 
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But  to  convince  you  that  nothing  is  fo  great  which 
a  marvellous  genius,  prompted  by  this  laudable  zeal, 
is  not  able  to  ieiTen ;  hear  how  the  moil  fublime  of 
all  Beings  is  reprefented  in  the  following  images : 

FIRST  HE  IS  A  PAINTER. 

p  Sometimes  the  Lord  of  Nature  in  the  air, 
Spreads  forth  his  clouds,  his  fable  canvas,  where 
His  pencil,  dipped  in  heavnly  colour  bright^ 
Paints  his  fair  rain-bow,  charming  to  theJJght. 

NOW  HE  IS  A  CHEMIST. 

q  Th*  Almighty  Chemifl  does  his  work  prepare, 
Pours  down  his  waters  on  the  thirfty  plain, 
Digefls  his  lightning,  and  diftils  his  rain. 

NOW  HE  IS  A  WRESTLER. 

'  Me  in  his  griping  arms  th*  Eternal  took, 
And  with  fuch  mighty  force  my  body  Jhook, 
That  theflrong  grafp  my  members  forely  bruised, 
proke  all  my  bones,  and  all  myfmews  loos' d, 

NOW 

f  Blackm.  opt.  edit.  duod.  1716.  p.  172.  Warsurtow. 

The  gravity  of  the  folemn  pedant  Scriblerus  is  not  at  all  kept 
up  in  this  piece.  His  criticifms  are  not  any  more  in  character 
than  the  Travels  of  Gulliver,  erroneoufly  afferted  to  be  part  of  the 
plan  intended  to  be  purfued  by  Pope,  Arbuthnot,  and  Swift. 

No  man  ever  attempted  fo  many  epic  poems  as  Blackmore ; 
and  few  have  written  fo  many  verfes,  except  perhaps  Lopez  de 
Vega,  who  is  faid  to  have  produced  in  all  21,316  verfes. 

Wartoh. 

1  Blackm.  Pf.  civ.  p.  263.  r  P,  75.         Warburtoh. 
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NOW  A   RECRUITING  OFFICER. 

'  For  clouds,  the  fun-beams  levy  frejh  fupp> 
jirid  raife  recruits  of  vapours,  which  a  rife 
Drawn  from  thefeas,  to  mitjler  in  the  fhies. 

NOW  A  PEACEABLE  GUARANTEE. 

*  In  leagues  cf  peace  the  neighbours  did  agreey 
And  to  maintain  them,  God  was  Guarantee. 

THEN  HE  IS  AN  ATTORNEY. 

"  Job,  as  a  vile  offender,  God  indites, 
■  And  terrible  decrees  againjl  me  writes. 


God 


*  Elackm.  p.  170.  Warburton. 

None  of  thefe  images  are  more  abfurd  than  where  Dryden  fays, 
in  the  2!>ift  ftanza  of  his  Annus  Mirabilis,  that  the  Almighty, 
having  looked  down  for  fome  time  on  the  fire  of  London,  at  laft. 
claps  an  extinguifher  upon  it  : 

<c  An  hollow  cryflal  pyramid  he  takes 
In  firmamental  waters  dipt  above  ; 
Of  it  a  broad  extinguifher  lie  makes, 
And  hoods  the  flames  that  to  their  quarry  drove." 

But  another  paflage  in  Dryden  is  carried  to  a  ftill  greater  length 
of  profanenefs  and  abfurdity  in  his  Hind  and  Panther;  who  fpeaks 
thus  of  the  Creator: 

"  The  divine  Blackfmith  in  th'  abyfs  of  light, 
Yawning  and  lolling  with  a  carelefs  beat, 
Struck  out  the  mute  creation  at  a  heat ; 
But  lie  work'd  hard  to  hammer  out  our  fouls, 
Ht  blew  the  bellows,  and  Hirr'd  up  the  coals  ; 
Long  time  he  thought,  and  could  not  a  fudden, 
Knead  up  with  unfkimm'd  milk  this  icafoning  pudding." 

Warton. 
Blackm.  p.  70.  u  P.  61.  Warburton. 
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God  will  not  be  my  advocate ; 
My  caufe  to  manage  or  debate. 

In  the  following  Lines  he  is  a  Goldbeater. 

*  Who  the  rich  metal  beats,  and  then,  with  care, 
Unfolds  the  golden  leaves,  to  gild  the  fields  of  air. 

THEN  A  FULLER. 

' -  th'  exhaling  reeks  that  fecret  rife, 

Born  on  rebounding  fun-beams  through  the  fides, 
Are  thickened,  wrought,  and  whiten 'd,  till  they  grow 
A  heavenly  fleece. 

A  MERCER,  OR  PACKER. 

2  Didfi  thou  one  end  of  air's  wide  curtain  hold, 
And  help  the  Bales  of  Ether  to  unfold  ; 
Say,  which  cerulian  pile  was  by  thy  hand  unroll \l  ? 

A    BUTLER. 

*  He  meafures  all  the  drops  with  wond'rous  fhill, 
Which  the  black  clouds,  his  floating  Bottles,  fill. 

AND 
*  Blnckm.  p.  iSr.       *  P.  18.       *  P.  174.       a  P.  131. 

\V*ARBU»  TON'. 

It  is  remarkable  that  Swift  highly  commends  Blackmore  in 
more  than  one  place  ;  from  whom  Dr.  Johnfon  ftrangely  alTerts 
that  Pope  might  have  learnt  the  art  of  reafoning  in  verfe,  exem- 
plified in  the  Poem  on  Creation  ;  hut  Ambrofe  Philips  related 
that  Blackmore,  as  he  proceeded  in  this  poem,  communicated  it 
from  time  to  time  to  a  club  of  wits,  his  aflbciates,  and  that  every 
man  contributed  as  he  could,  either  improvement  or  correction  ; 
fo  that  there  are  perhaps  no  where  in  the  book  thirty  lines  toge- 
ther that  now  ftand  as  they  were  originally  written,      Wakton. 
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AND  A  BAKER. 

b  God  in  the  wilder  nefs  his  table  f pre  ad ^ 
And  in  his  airy  Ovens  baWd  their  bread c . 

*  Blackm.  SongofMofes,  p.  21S.  W. 

c  There  is  nothing  fo  off  en  P.  ve  to  taite  as  the  mixture  of  fublime 
and  vulgar  imagery,  but  there  are  very  few  Potts  who  Hand  clear  of 
it  :  Virgil  has  his  fiinile  of  a  Top  ;  Homer  his  Jack-afs  ;  Dry  den » 
Cowley,  and  indeed  all  our  early  writers,  abound  iir  this  falfe 
imagery,  It  feenis  indifferent  whether  they  purfue  a  Metaphor 
drawn  from  the  fun,  or  from  a  candle:  witnefs  Dryden's  de- 
scription of  the  Fire  of  London,  &c.  Milton  has  himftlf  been,  in 
fome  pafftges,  too  little  attentive  to  this  impropriety  ;  in  general, 
his  great  mind  naturally  embraced  worthy  and  lofty  illufltation, 
but  if  a  meaner  illuitration  fuggeited  itftlf,  he  did  not  paufe  10 
reject  it.     So  in  the  exquifite  Comus : 

O  thievifh  night, 
Why  fhould'fl:  thou,  but  for  fome  felonious  end, 
In  thy  dark  lantern  thus  clofe  up  the  Stars, 
That  Nature  hung  in  Heav'n,  and  fill'd  their  lamp* 
With  tverlafting  otl?  &c. 

Pope  is  in  general  very  pure  in  this  refpeCt. :  indeed  fnch  is 
the  prefent  tafte  and  good  fenfe,  that,  as  T.  Warton  obfeives, 
**  almoll  every  writer  avoids  fuch  palpable  abfurdities  ;  but  in  the 
prefent  age,  had  Comus  been  written,  we  fliould  not  perhaps  have 
had  the  greatcil  beauties  of  its  wild  and  romantic  imagery."  In 
fact,  avoiding  faults,  is  one  thing  ;  creating  beauties,  another. 
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C  H  A  P.    VI. 

OF  THE  SEVERAL  KINDS  OF  GENIUS'S  IN  THE  PRO- 
FUND,  AND  THE  MARKS  AND  CHARACTERS  OF 
EACH. 

y  doubt  not  but  the  reader,  by  this  Cloud  of  ex- 
amples, begins  to  bi  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
our  affertion,  that  the  Bathos  is  an  Art ;  and  that  the 
Genius  of  no  mortal  whatever,  following  the  mere 
ideas  of  Nature,  and  unaffifled  with  an  habitual, 
nay  laborious  peculiarity  of  thinking,  could  arrive  at 
images  fo  wonderfully  low  and  unaccountable.  The 
great  author,  from  whofe  treafury  we  have  drawn  all 
thefe  initances  (the  Father  of  the  Bathos,  and  indeed 
the  Homer  of  it)  has,  like  that  immortal  Greek,  con- 
fined his  labours  to  the  greater  Poetry,  and  thereby 
left  room  for-  others  to  acquire  a  due  fhare  of  praife 
in  inferior  kinds.  Many  painters,  who  could  never 
hit  a  nofe  or  an  eye,  have  with  felicity  copied  a  fmall- 
pox,  or  been  admirable  at  a  toad  or  a  red-herring. 
And  feldom  are  we  without  genius's  for  Still-life, 
which  they  can  work  up  and  ftiffen  with  incredible 
accuracy. 

An  univerfal  Genius  rifes  not  in  an  age  ;  but  when 

he  rifes,  armies  rife  in  him !  he  pours  forth  five  or 

fix  Epic  Poems  with  greater  facility,  than  five  or  fix 
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pages  can  be  produced  by  an  elaborate  and  fervile 
copier  after  Nature  or  the  Ancients.  It  is  affirmed 
by  Quintilian d,  that  the  fame  genius  which  made 
Germanicus  lb  great  a  General,  would  with  equal 
application  have  made  him  an  excellent  Heroic  Poet. 
In  like  manner,  reafoning  from  the  affinity  there 
appears  between  Arts  and  Sciences,  I  doubt  not  but 
an  active  catcher  of  butterflies,  a  careful  and  fanciful 
pattern-drawer,  an  induftrious  collector  of  fhelis,  a 
laborious  and  tuneful  bagpiper,  or  a  diligent  breeder 
of  tame  rabbits,  might  leverally  excel  in  their  refpec- 
tive  parts  of  the  Bathos. 

I  mall  range  thefe  confined  and  Iefs  copious  Ge- 
nius's under  proper  clafles,  and  (the  better  fo  give 
their  pictures  to  the  reader)  under  the  names  of 
Animals  of  fome  fort  or  other;  whereby  he  will  be 
enabled,  at  the  firfl  fight  of  fuch  as  mall  daily  come 
forth,  to  know  to  what  kind  to  refer,  and  with  what 
Authors  to  compare  them. 

i .  The  Flying  Fijhcs c :  Thefe  are  writers  who  now 
and  then  rife  upon  their  fins,  and  fly  out  of  the  Pro- 
fund  ; 

d  In  a  fine  pafTage  of  the  tenth  book:  "  Germanicum  Auguftum 
ab  infh'tutis  (ludiia  deflexit  cura  terrarum  ;  parumque  diis  vifurn  eft 
e(Te  cum  maximum  poetarum."  Warton. 

c  This  \v;;s  the  chapter  which  gave  fo  much  offence,  and  ex- 
cited fuch  loud  clamours  againlr.  our  author  by  his  introduction  of 
thefe  initial  letters,  which  he  in  vain  afTerted  were  placed  at  ran. 
dom,  and  meant  no  particular  writers  :  which  was  not  believed. 
Thefe  initial  letters  cannot  now  be  authentically  filled  up. 

W/  RTON. 
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fund ;  but  their  wings  are  foon  dry,  and  they  drop 
down  to  the  bottom.     G.  S.  A.  H.f  C.  G.s 

2.  The  Swallows  are  authors  that  are  eternally 
flamming  and  fluttering  up  and  down,  but  all  their 
agility  is  employed  to  catch  files.  L.  T. h  W.  P. 
Lord  IV 

3.  The  Ojlridgcs  are  fuch,  whole  heavinefs  rarely 
permits  them  to  raife  themfelves  from  the  ground ; 
rheir  wings  are  of  no  ufe  to  lift  them  up ;  and  their 
motion  is  between  flying  and  walking ;  but  then  they 
run  very  faft.     D.  F.    L.  E. k    The  Hon.  E.  II. » 

4.  The  Parrots  are  they  that  repeat  another's  words, 
in  fuch  a  hoarfe  odd  voice,  as  makes  them  feem  their 
own.     W.  B.  W.  II.  C.  C."  The  Reverend  D.D. 

5.  The  Didappers  are  authors  that  keep  themfelves 
long  out  of  fight,  under  water,  and  come  up  now 
and  then  where  you  lead  expected  them.  L.  W. B 
G.  D.°  Efq.     The  Hon.  Sir  W.  Young. 

6.  The  Porpo'ifes  are  unwieldy  and  big ;  they  put 
all  their  numbers  into  a  great  turmoil  and  tempeft, 

but 

T  A.  H.  Aaron  Hill.  See  the  Dunciad,  and  his  manly  letters 
on  the  fubje£t  to  Pope. 

*  C.  G.  Charles  Gildon.  *■  L.  T.  Tibbald. 

'  L  H.   Lord  Hervcy.  k  L.E.  Laurence  Eufden. 

1  E.  H.  The  Honorable  Edward  Howard,  called  in  the  Dun- 
ciad "  High-born  Howard."  «'  C.  C.  Colley  Cibber. 
»  L.  W.  Leonard  Welited.-        •  G.  D.  George  Ducket. 
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but  whenever  they  appear  in  plain  light  .(which  is  fel- 
dom)  thev  are  only  (hapelefs  and  ugly  monflers.  I.  Dp- 
C.  G\  I.  Or. 

7.  The  Frogs  are  fuch  as  can  neither  walk  nor  fly, 
but  can  leap  and  bound  to  admiration  :  They  live  ge- 
nerally in  the  bottom  of  a  ditch,  and  make  a  great 
noife  whenever  they  thru  ft  their  heads  above  water. 
E.  W\  I.  M\  Efq.  T.  D".  Gent. 

8.  The  Eels  are  obfeure  authors,  that  wrap  them- 
s  up  in  their  own  mud,   but   are  mighty  nimble 

and  pert.     L.  W\  L.  T\  P.  Mv.  General  C. 

9.  The  Tortolfcs  are  flow  and  chill,  and,  like  pai- 
toral  writers,  delight  much  in  gardens  :  they  have  for 
the  mod  part  a  fine  embroidered  Shell,  and  under- 
neath it,  a  heavy  lump.  A.PZ.  W*B\  L.  E.  The 
Right  Hon.  E.  of  S. 

Thcfe  are  the  chief  Characlerljlicks  of  the  Bathos, 
and  in  each  of  thefe  kinds  we  have  the  comfort  to  be 
blefled  with  fundry  and  manifold  choice  Spirits  in  this 
our  iiland. 

f  I  D.  John  Dennis.  1  C.  G.  Charles  Glld'on. 

r  I.O.  John'Oldmixon.         *  E.  W.   Edward  Ward. 
<   I.  M.  James  Moore.  n  T.  1).  Thomas  Ducket. 

w  L.  \V.   Leonard  Welded.    ■  L.  T.  Tibbald. 
'   P   M.  Peter  Motteux.  *  A.  P.  Ambrofe  Philips. 

"  W.  B.   William  Broome. 
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CHAP.    VII. 

OF    THE    PROFUND,   WHEN    IT    CONSISTS    IN    THE 
THOUGHT. 

ttte  have  already  laid  down  the  Principles  upon 
which  our  author  is  to  proceed,  and  the  manner 
of  forming  his  Thought  by  familiarizing  his  mind 
to  the  lowed  objects ;  to  which  it  may  be  added,  that 
Vulgar  Converfation  will  greatly  contribute.  There 
is  no  queftion  but  the  Garret  or  the  Printer's  boy 
may  often  be  difcerned  in  the  compofitions  made  in 
fuch  fcenes  and  company;  and  much  of  Mr.  Curl 
himfelf  has  been  infenfibly  infufed  into  the  works  of 
his  learned  writers. 

The  Phyfician,  by  the  fludy  and  infpe&ion  of  urine 
and  ordure,  approves  himfelf  in  the  fcience ;  and  in 
like  fort  mould  our  author  accuftom  and  exercife  his 
imagination  upon  the  dregs  of  nature15. 

This  will  render  his  thoughts  truly  and  funda- 
mentally low,  and  carry  him  many  fathoms  beyond 
Mediocrity.  For,  certain  it  is  (though  fome  luke- 
warm heads  imagine  they  may  be  fafe  by  temporizing 
between  the  extremes)  that  where  there  is  not  a  Tri- 
ticalnefs  or  Mediocrity  in  the  Thought,  it  can  never 

be 

b  Pope,  as  Johnfon  obferved,  fecms  to  take  delight  in  things 
phyfically  impure. 

VOL.  VI.  P 
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be  funk  into  the  genuine  and  perfect  Bathos,  by  the 
mod  elaborate  low  Expreffion :  It  can,  at  mod,  be 
only  carefully  obfcured,  or  metaphorically  debafed. 
But  'tis  the  Thought  alone  that  ftrikes,  and  gives 
the  whole  that  fpirit,  which  we  admire  and  ftare  at. 
For  inftance,  in  that  ingenious  piece  on  a  lady's  drink- 
ing the  Bath-waters : 

c  She  drinks  !  She  drinks  !  Behold  the  matchlefs  dame! 
To  her  ytis  water,  but  to  us  'tis  flame  : 
Thus  fire  is  water,  water  fire  by  turns, 
And  the  fame  fir  earn  at  once  both  cools  and  burns. 

What  can  be  more  eafy  and  unaffected  than  the 
Diction  of  thefe  verfes  ?  *Tis  the  Turn  of  Thought 
alone,  and  the  Variety  of  Imagination,  that  charm  and 
furprize  us.  And  when  the  fame  lady  goes  into  the 
Bath,  the  Thought  (as  in  juftnefs  it  ought)  goes  ftilL 
deeper : 

6  Venus  beheld  her,  'midjl  her  croud  ofjlaves, 
And  thought  hcrfelfjujl  r  if  en  from  the  waves. 

How 

-    Anon.  Warburton. 

Mr.  Spence  informed  me  that  this  paflage,  and  many  other  ridi- 
culous ones,  in  this  treatife,  were  quoted  from  our  Poet's  own  early, 
pieces,  particularly  his  epic  poem  called  Alcander. 

When  Voltaire  firil  brought  on  the  ftage  his  Mariamne,    1722, 

iu  which  Herod  gave  her  a  cup  of  poifon,  the  Parterre  cried  out, 

"  La  Rcine  boit,"  and  the  play  was  damned.  Wartos. 

'on.  Warsvrton. 
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How  much  out  of  the  way  of  common  fenfe  is  this 
reflection  of  Venus,  not  knowing  herfelf  from  the 
lady  ? 

Of  the  fame  nature  is  that  noble  miftake  of  a  frighted 
flag  in  full  chafe,  who  (faith  the  Poet) 

Hears  his  own  feet,  and  thinks  they  found  like  more, 
And  fears  the  hind  feet  will  overtake  the  fore. 

So  aftonifhing  as  thefe  are,  they  yield  to  the  fol- 
lowing, which  is  Profundity  itfelf, 

c  No?ie  but  Himfelfcan  be  his  Parallel, 

Unlefs  it  may  feem  borrowed  from  the  Thought  of 
that  Mafter  of  a  Show  in  Smithfield,  who  writ  in  large 
letters,  over  the  picture  of  his  elephant, 

This  is  thegreatefl  Elephant  in  the  world,  except  Himfelf. 

However  our  next  inftance  is  certainly  an  original : 
Speaking  of  a  beautiful  infant : 

So  fair  thou  art,  that  if  great  Cupid  be 
A  child,  as  Poets  fay,  fure  thou  art  he. 
Fair  Venus  would  miflake  thee  for  her  own 
Did  not  thy  eyes  proclaim  thee  not  her  f on. 

There 

c  Theobald,  Double  Fahhood.  Warburton. 

It  is  a  little  remarkable  that  this  line  of  Theobald,  which  is 
thought  to  be  the  mafter-piece  of  abfurdity,  is  evidently  copied 
from  a  line  of  Seneca,  in  the  Hercules  Furcns  : 

"  Quaeris  Alcidae  parem  ? 

Nemo  eft  nifi  Ipfe "  War  ton, 
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There  all  the  lightnings  of  thy  Mother's  Jhine,, 
And  with  a  fatal  brightnefs  kill  in  thine* 

Firft  he  is  Cupid,  then  he  is  not  Cupid ;  firft  Venus 
would  miftake  him,  then  me  would  not  miftake  him  ; 
next  his  eyes  are  his  Mother's,  and  laftly  they  are  nofc 
his  Mother's,  but  his  own. 

Another  author,  defcribing  a  Poet  that  mines  forth 
amidft  a  circle  of  Critics, 

Thus  Ph&bus  through  the  'Zodiac  takes  his  way, 
And  amid  Monjlers  rifes  into  day* 

What  a  peculiarity  is  here  of  invention  ?  The 
Author's  pencil,  like  the  wand  of  Circe,  turns  all 
into  monfters  at  a  ^Irdke.  A  great  Genius  takes 
things  in  the  lump,  without  flopping  at  minute  con- 
siderations :  In  vain  might  the  ram,  the  bulL,  the 
goat,  the  lion,  the  crab,  the  fcorpion,  the  fifties,  all 
Hand  in  bis  way,  as  mere  natural  animals,  much  more 
might  it  be  pleaded  that  a  pair  of  fcales,  an  old  man, 
and  two  innocent  children,  were  no  monfters  :  There 
were  only  the  Centaur  and  the  Maid  that  could  be' 
efteemed  out  of  nature.  But  what  of  that  ?  with  a 
boldnefs  peculiar  to  theie  daring  genius's,  what  he 
found  not  menders,  he  made  fo. 


Of  the  Art  of  Sinking  in  Poetry.       213 


CHAP.    VIII. 

OF  THE  PROFUND,  CONSISTING  IN  THE  CIRCUM- 
STANCES, AND  OF  AMPLIFICATION  AND  PERI- 
PHRASE  IN  GENERAL, 

'▼▼that  in  great  meafure  diflinguHhes  other  writers 
from  ours,  is  their  chufing  and  feparating  fuch 
circumftances  in  a  defcription  as  ennoble  or  elevate 
the  fubject. 

The  circumftances  which  are  moft  natural  are 
obvious,  therefore  not  aftonijhing  or  peculiar.  But 
thofe  that  are  far-fetched,  or  unexpected,  or  hardly 
compatible,  will  furprize  prodigioufly.  Thefe  there- 
fore we  mud  principally  hunt  out ;  but  above  all,  pre- 
ferve  a  laudable  Prolixity;  prefenting  the  whole  and 
every  fide  at  once  of  the  image  to  view.  For  Choice 
and  Diftin&ion  are  not  only  a  curb  to  the  fpirit,  and 
limit  the  defcriptive  faculty,  but  alfo  leffen  the  book ; 
which  is  frequently  of  the  worft  confequence  of  all 
to  our  author. 

When  Job  fays  in  fhort,  "  He  warned  his  feet  in 
"  butter,* '  (a  circumflance  fome  Poets  would  have 
ibftened,  or  pafied  over)  now  hear  how  this  butter  is 
fpread  out  b«  the  great  Genius : 

{  With  teats  di/iended  with  their  milky  Jlore, 

Such  numerous  lowing  herds,  before  my  door, 

Their 

f  Blackm.  ^Job.  p.  13;.  Warburtom 
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Their  painful  burden  to  unload  did  meet, 

That  we  with  butter  might  have  wafh'd  our  feet. 

How  cautious  !  and  particular  !  He  had  (fays  our 
author)  fo  many  herds,  which  herds  thrived  fo  well, 
and  thriving  fo  well  gave  fo  much  milk,  and  that 
milk  produced  fo  much  butter,  that,  if  he  did  not,  he 
might  have  warned  his  feet  in  it. 

The  enfuing  defcription  of  Hell  is  no  lefs  remark- 
able in  the  circumftances : 

%  Inflaming  heaps  the  raging  ocean  rolls, 
Whofe  livid  waves  involve  defpairing  fouls  ; 
The  liquid  burnings  dreadful  colours  Jhew, 
Some  deeply  red,  and  others  faintly  blue. 

Could  the  moll  minute  Dutch  painters  have  been 
more  exact  ?  How  inimitably  circumftantial  is  this 
alfo  of  a  war-horfe ! 

h  His  eye-balls  burn,  he  wounds  the  fmoaking  plain, 
And  knots  of  fcarlet  ribbon  deck  his  mane. 

Of  certain  Cudgel-players :  i 

'  They  brand  if)  high  in  air  their  threatning  ftavts, 
Their  hands  a  woven  guard  ofozierfaves, 
In  which  they  fix  their  hazle  weapon's  end. 

Who  would  not  think  the  Poet  had  pa/fed  his  whole 
life  at  Wakes  in  fuch  laudable  diverfi/0ns'  fince  he 
teaches  us  how  to  hold,  nay  how  to  m)  akfa  Cudgel! 

'     I  Peri- 

*  Vt.  Atth.  p.  89.  fc   Anon.  J  Fr.  Arth.  fp.  197. 

Warburton. 
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Beriphrafe*  is  another  great  aid  to  Prolixity  ;  being 
a  confufed  circumlocutory  manner  of  exprefling  a 
known  idea,  which  mould  be  fo  myfterioufly  couched, 
as  to  give  the  reader  the  pleafure  of  guefling  what  it 

is 

k  It  Is  to  be  lamented  that  our  author  himfclf  has  furnifhed  too 
many  examples  of  improper  Periphrafe  and  Amplification  in  his 
tranflations  of  Homer.  Of  a  Tripod  fet  on  the  fire  he  fays, 
(Odyfley,  b.  viii.): 

"  The  flames  climb  round  it  with  a  fierce  embrace, 
The  fuming  waters  bubble  o'er  the  blaze." 
Of  a  perfon  wearied : 

"  Loft  in  laffitude  be  all  the  man  ; 

Depriv'd  of  voice,  of  motion,  and  of  breath  ; 
The  foul  fcarce  waking  in  the  arms  of  death." 
Of  {hutting  a  door,  (b.  i. ) : 

**  The  bolt  obedient  to  the  filken  cord, 

To  the  ftrong  ftaple's  inmoft  depth  reftor'd, 
Secured  the  valve.'* 
Of  a  fwerd,  (b.  viii.): 

"  Whofc  blade  of  brafs  difplays 

A  ruddy  gleam  ;  whofe  hilt  a  filver  blaze ; 
Whofe  ivory  fheath  inwrought  with  curious  pride, 
Adds  graceful  terror  to  the  wearer's  fide." 
Thefe,  and  a  number  of  other  lines  that  might  be  added,  are  in- 
stances of  the  falfe-florid  and  over-labour'd  ornament,  directly  con- 
trary to  the  fimplicity  and  energy  of  Homer.    At  the  fame  time  it 
ought  to  be  obferved,  that  he  was  betrayed  into  this  turgid,  forced, 
and  figurative  language,  by  the  difficulty  of  tranflating  Homer  into 
rhyme  ;  for  he  never  falls  into  this  fault  in  his  other  works,  which 
are  remarkable  for  purity  and  brevity  of  ftyle.     "  C'eft  une  belle 
chofe,  (fays  Corneille,  with  his  amiable  franknefs  in  one  of  his  pre- 
faces), que  de  faire,  vers,  puiflans  et  majefteux  ;  cette  p'ompe  ravit 
d'ordinaire  les  efprits,  et  pour  le  moins  les  eblouet :  mais  il  faut  que 
les  fujets  en  faflent  naitrc  les  occafions."— -Clitakdre,  p.  108. 

War  ton. 
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is  that  the  author  can  pombly  mean,  and  a  ftrange 
furprize  when  he  finds  it. 

The  Poet  I  laft  mentioned  is  incomparable  in 
this  figure : 

7  A  waving  fea  of  heads  was  round  me  fpread, 
And  fiill  frefh  ftreams  the  gazing  deluge  fed. 

Here  is  a  waving  fea  of  heads,  which,  by  a  frefli 
ftream  of  heads,  grows  to  be  a  gazing  deluge  of  heads. 
You  come  at  laft  to  find,  it  means  a  great  crowd. 

How  pretty  and  how  genteel  is  the  following  ? 

n  Nature's  Confeclioner, 
Whofe  fuckets  are  moijl  alchemy, 
The  Jiill  of  his  refining  mold 
Minting  the  garden  into  gold. 

What  is  this  but  a  Bee  gathering  honey  r 

n  Little  Syren  ofthejlage, 
Empty  warbler ,  breathing  lyre, 
Wanton  gale  of  fond  defire, 
Tuneful  mif chief  vocal  f pell. 

Who  would  think,  this  was  only  a  poor  gentlewoman 
that  fung  finely  ? 

We  may  define  Amplification  to  be  making  the 
moft  of  a  Thought ;  it  is  the  fpinning- wheel  of  the 
Bathos,  which  draws  out  and  fpreads  it  in  the  fineft 

thread. 

1  Jub>  P-  78-       m  Cleveland.       ■  A.  Philips  to  Cnzzona. 

Warburton. 
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thread.  There  are  Amplifiers  who  can  extend  half 
a  dozen  thin  thoughts  over  a  whole  Folio  ;  but  for 
which,  the  tale  of  many  a  vaft  Romance,  and  the 
fubftance  of  many  a  fair  volume,  might  be  reduced 
into  the  fize  of  a  primmer. 

In  the  book  of  Job  are  thefe  words,  "  Haft  thou 
**  commanded  the  morning,  and  caufed  the  day- 
*■  fpring  to  know  his  place  ?"  How  is  this  extended 
by  the  mod:  celebrated  Amplifier  of  our  age  ? 

*  Carfjl  thou  fet  forth  th'  etherial  mines  on  high, 
Which  the  refulgent  ore  of  light  fupply  ? 
Is  the  celeftial  furnace  to  thee  known  ? 
In  which  I  melt  the  golden  metal  down  ? 
Treafures,from  which  I  dealt  out  light  as  faftt 
As  all  myfiars  and  lavifh  funs  can  waflc. 

The  fame  author  hath  amplified  a  pafTage  in  the 
civth  Pfalm ;  "  He  looks  on  the  earth,  and  it  trembles. 
"  He  touches  the  hills,  and  they  fmoke." 

p  The  hills  forget  they're  fix*  d,  and  in  their  fright, 
Cafl  off  their  weight,  and  eafe  themf elves  for  flight: 
The  woods,  with  terror  wing'd,  out-fly  the  wind, 
And  leave  the  feavy,  panting  hills  behind. 

You 

•  Job,  p.  108.  P  Job,  p.  267.  Warburtox. 

There  are  rather  too  many  examples,  however  appofite  they 
may  be,  taken  from  Black  more  alone.  The  Job  of  Sandys  does 
not  feem  to  be  admired  and  known,  in  a  degree  equal  to  its  merits. 
Harte  told  me  how  highly  Pope  thought  of  it.  The  verfifkation 
is  equal  to  that  of  Waller.  There  is  great  force  and  energy  in 
Young's  Paraphrafe  on  part  of  the  book  of  Job.  Warton. 
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You  here  fee  the  hills  not  only  trembling,  but 
making  off  the  woods  from  their  backs,  to  run  the 
fafter :  After  this  you  are  prefented  with  a  foot-race 
of  mountains  and  woods,  where  the  woods  diftance 
the  mountains,  that,  like  corpulent  purfy  fellows, 
come  puffing  and  panting  a  vaft  way  behind  them. 


CHAP.    IX. 

OF  IMITATION,  AND  THE  MANNER  OF  IMITATING. 

yHAT  the  true  authors  of  the  Profund  are  to 
imitate  diligently  the  examples  in  their  own  way, 
is  not  to  be  queftioned,  and  that  divers  have  by 
this  means  attained  to  a  depth  whereunto  their  own 
weight  could  never  have  carried  them,  is  evident  by 
fundry  inftances.  Who  fees  not  that  De  Foe  was  the 
poetical  fon  of  Withers,  Tate  of  Ogilby,  E.  Ward  of 
John  Taylor,  and  E — n q  of  Blackmore  ?  Therefore 
when  we  fit  down  to  write r,  let  us  bring  fome  great 
author  to  our  mind,  and  afk  ourfelves  this  queftion ; 
Mow  would  Sir  Richard  have  faid  this  ?     Do  I  ex- 

prefs 

1  Eufden. 

'  An  admirable  Parody  on  the  Fourteenth  Section  of  Lotiginus, 
when  he  advtfcfl  the  writer  to  afk  himfclf,  whilft  he  is  composing 
tnj  work,  "  How  would  Homer,  Plato,  or  Demofthenes,  have 
eiprcfltd  themfclves  on  this  fubjedt  V*  Warion. 
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prefs  myfelf  as  (imply  as  Amb.  Philips  ?  Or  flow  my 
numbers  with  the  quiet  thoughtleffnefs  of  Mr.  Wel- 
fted? 

But  it  may  feem  fomewhat  flrange  to  affert,  that 
our  Proficient  mould  alfo  read  the  works  of  thofe 
famous  Poets  who  have  excelled  in  the  Sublime :  Yet 
is  not  this  a  Paradox  ?  As  Virgil  is  faid  to  have  read 
Ennius,  out  of  his  dunghill  to  draw  gold,  fo  may  our 
author  read  Shakefpear,  Milton,  and  Dryden,  for  the 
contrary  end,  to  bury  their  gold  in  his  own  dunghill. 
A  true  Genius,  when  he  finds  any  thing  lofty  or 
mining  in  them,  will  have  the  fkill  to  bring  it  down, 
take  off  the  glofs,  or  quite  difcharge  the  colour  by 
fome  ingenious  Circumftance  or  Periphrafe,  fome 
addition  or  diminution,  or  by  fome  of  thofe  Figures, 
the  ufe  of  which  we  fhall  fhew  in  our  next  chapter. 

The  book  of  Job  is  acknowledged  to  be  infinitely 
fublime,  and  yet  has  not  the  father  of  the  Bathos 
reduced  it  in  every  page  ?  Is  there  a  paflage  in  all 
Virgil  more  painted  up  and  laboured  than  the  de- 
fcription  of  iEtna  in  the  third  iEneid  ? 

Horrificis  juxta  tonat  JEtna  minis ; 
Interdumque  atram  prorumpit  ad  athera  nubem, 
Turbine  fumant em  piceo,  et  candente  favilla, 
Attollitque  globos  flammarum,  et  fidera  lambit*. 

Inter- 

*  Thefe  two  words,  after  he  had  faid  "  Attollitque  globos  flam- 
marum,"  are  perhaps  the  only  two  in  Virgil  that  may  be  called 
bombaft  and  fupertragfcal,  ov  Tf«yjx«,  fays  Longinus,  but  -raja- 

T^aya'd*. 

Perhaps 
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Jnterdum  fcopulos  avulfaque  vifcera  mentis 
Erigit  crucians,  Uquefaclaque  faxa  fub  auras 
Cum  gemitu  glome  rat ,  fundoque  exxftuat  imo. 

(I  beg  pardon  of  the  gentle  Englifh  reader,  and 
fuch  of  our  writers  as  underftand  not  Latin.)  Lo ! 
how  is  this  taken  down  by  our  Britifh  Poet,  by  the 
fingle  happy  thought  of  throwing  the  mountain  into 
a  fit  of  the  colic  : 

1  £tna,  and  all  the  burning  mountains,  find 
Their  kindled '  Jlores  with  inbred  fiorms  of  wind 
Bhivn  up  to  rage  ;  and,  roaring  out,  complain,. 
As  torn  with  inward  gripes,  and  torturing  pain  : 
JLab'ring,  they  cajl  their  dreadful  vomit  round, 
And  with  their  melted  bowels  fprcad  the  ground. 

Horace, 

Perhaps  we  have  riot  in  our  language  a  more  ftriking  example  of 
true  turgid  exureffion,  and  genuine  tuftian  and  bombaft,  than  in 
the  following  lines"  of  Nat.  Lee's  Alexander  the  Great,  who  is  in- 
troduced faying, 

"  When  Glory,  like  the  dazzling  e;igle,  ftood 
Perch'd  on  my  beaver  in  the  Grauic  flood  ; 
When  Fortune'*  felf  my  ftandard  trembling  bore, 
And  the  pale  Fates  Hood  frighted  on  the  fhore ; 
"When  tht  Immortals  on  the  billows  rode, 
And  I  myfelf  appcar'd  the  leading  God  !"     ' 
i     it  to  be  conceived   th  ;t  Dr.  Warburton  affirmed,   in  a  long 
note    on   the  Flrft  Lpiftk  of  Horace,   b.  ii.   that  «*  thefe  fix  lines 
contain  not  only  the  mod  fttbllme,  but  the  moll  judicious  imagery 
that  poetry  could  conceive  or  paint  :"     I  thought  that  a    note 
which  contained  fo  outrageous  a  paradox,  and  fo  totally  inconfill- 
eut  with  true  taflc  and  fuiid  judgment,  ought  not  to  be  retained  \\\ 
tin's  edition  Wartcn. 

1  Fr.  Arthur,  p.  75.  \V.\ruukton. 
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Horace,  in  fearch  of  the  Sublime,  flruck  his  head 
againfl  the  Stars";  but  Empedocles,  to  fathom  the 
Profund,  threw  himfelf  into  iEtna.  And  who  but 
would  imagine  our  excellent  Modern  had  alfo  been 
there,  from  this  defcription  ? 

Imitation  is  of  two  forts  :  the  firfl  is  when  we  force 
to  our  own  purpofes  the  Thoughts  of  others ;  the 
fecond  confifls  in  copying  the  Imperfections  or  Ble- 
mifhes  of  celebrated  authors.  I  have  feen  a  Play 
profeffedly  writ  in  the  ftyle  of  Shakefpear ;  wherein 
the  refemblance  lay  in  one  fingle  line, 

Andfo  good  morrow  t'yc,  good  majler  Lieutenant *. 

And  fundry  poems  in  imitation  of  Milton,  where, 
with  the  utmoit  exactnefs,  and  not  fo  much  as  one 
exception,-  neverthelefs  was  conftantly  nathlefs Y,  em- 
broider*d  was  broider'd,  hermits  were  eremites,  dif- 
dain'd  was  *fdeign'd,  ihady  umbrageous,  enterprise 
emprise,  pagan  paynim,  pinions  pennons,  fweet  dulcet, 

orchards 

"  Sublimi  fcrlam-Jiilera  verlice.  War  burton. 

And  to  did  the  writer  of  the  following  lines,  in  a  well-known 
Tragedy  : 

"   Should  the  fierce  North,  upon  his  frozen  wing3, 
P.ear  him  aloft  above  the  wondering  clouds, 
And  feat  him  in  the  Pleiads'  golden  chariot, 
Thence  mould  my  fury  drag  him  down  to  torture*. " 
*  A  line  of  his  friend  Rowe. 

1  He  alluded  particularly  to  Philips's  Cyder,  of  which  he  often 
expreffed  a  itrong  difapprobation,  and  particularly  on  account  of 
thefe  anti>  ....cd  words.  He  often  quoted  the  following  line  as 
nptEr^nlh: 

**  Adminifter  their  tepid  genial  airs,"      Cyder,  b.  ii. 

Wart  ok. 
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orchards  orcbats,  bridge-work  pontifical ;  nay,  her  was 
bir,  and  their  was  tbir,  through  the  whole  poem.  And 
in  very  deed,  there  is  no  other  way  by  which  the  true 
modern  poet  could  read,  to  any  purpofe,  the  works  of 
fuch  men  as  Milton  and  Shakefpear. 

It  may  be  expected,  that,  like  other  Critics,  I  fhould 
next  fpeak  of  the  PaJJtons :  But  as  the  main  end  and 
principal  effecl  of  the  Bathos  is  to  produce  Tranquil- 
lity  of  Mind,  (and  fure  it  is  a  better  defign  to  promote 
deep  than  madnefs,)  we  have  little  to  fay  on  this  fub- 
ject.  Nor  will  the  fhort  bounds  of  this  difcourfe 
allow  us  to  treat  at  large  of  the  Emollients  and  Opiates 
of  Poefy,  of  the  Cool,  and  the  manner  of  producing 
it,  or  of  the  methods  ufed  by  our  authors  in  managing 
the  Paffions.  I  ihall  but  tranfiently  remark,  that 
nothing  contributes  fo  much  to  the  Cool,  as  the  ufe 
of  Wit  in  exprefTmg  paffion :  The  true  genius  rarely 
fails  of  points,  conceits,  and  proper  fimiles  on  fuch 
occafions :  This  we  may  term  the  Pathetic  epigram- 
matical,  in  which  even  puns  are  made  ufe  of  with  good 
fuccefs.  Hereby  our  beft  authors  have  avoided  throw- 
ing themfelves  or  their  readers  into  any  indecent  Tranf- 
ports. 

But  as  it  is  fometimes  needful  to  excite  the  pajjions 
of  our  antagonift  in  the  polemic  way,  the  true  ftudents 
in  the  law  have  confiantly  taken  their  methods  from 
low  life,  where  they  obferved,  that  to  move  Anger, 
ufe  is  made  of  fcolding  and  railing  ;  to  mo  7  JLove,  of 
bawdry ;  to  b^gct  Favour  and  Friendfhip,  oiv^rofs 
1  flattery ; 
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flattery ;  and  to  produce  Fear,  of  calumniating  an 
adverfary  with  crimes  obnoxious  to  the  State.  As 
for  Shame,  it  is  a  filly  paflion,  of  which  as  our  authors 
are  incapable  themfelves,  fo  they  would  not  produce 
it  in  others. 


CHAP.     X. 

OF  TROPES  AND  FIGURES  :  AND  FIRST  OF  THE 
VARIEGATING,  CONFOUNDING,  AND  REVERSING 
FIGURES. 

t)UT  we  proceed  to  the  Figures.  We  cannot  too 
earneftly  recommend  to  our  authors  the  fludy  of 
the  Abufe  of  Speech.  They  ought  to  lay  it  down  as 
a  principle,  to  fay  nothing  in  the  ufual  way,  but  (if 
pofhble)  in  the  direct  contrary.  Therefore  the  Figures 
mufl  be  fo  turned,  as  to  manifefl  that  intricate  and 
wonderful  Caft  of  Head  which  diftinguifhes  all  writers 
of  this  kind  ;  or  (as  I  may  fay)  to  refer  exactly  the 
Mold  in  which  they  were  formed,  in  all  its  inequa- 
lities, cavities,  obliquities,  odd  crannies,  and  diftor- 
tions. 

It  would  be  endlefs,  nay  impoffible,  to  enumerate 
•all  fuch  Figures z ;  but  we  mall  content  ourfelves  to 

range 

a  Another  figure  which  greatly  contributes  to  the  Bathos  might 
here  be  added,  which  Longinus,  in  his  third  fe£tion,  calls  the 
Parenthyrfus  ;  a  kind  of  violence  and  emotion,  ill-timed  and  out  of 
feafon,  and  difproportioned  to  the  fubjeft ;  into  which  good  writers, 

nay 
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range  the  principal,  which  mod  powefully  contribute 
to  the  Bathos,  under  three  ClaiTes  : 

I.  The  Variegating,  Confounding,  or  Reverfing 
Tropes  and  Figures. 

II.  The  Magnifying  ;  and 

III.  The  Diminifhing. 

We  cannot  avoid  giving  to  thefe  the  Greek  or 
Roman  names ;  but  in  tendernefs  to  our  countrymen 
and  fellow- writers,  many  of  whom,  however  exquifite, 
are  wholly  ignorant  of  thofe  languages,  we  have  alfo 
explained  them  in  our  mother  tongue. 

I.  Of  the  firft  fort,  nothing  fo  much  conduces  to 
the  Bathos,  as  the 

Catachresis. 

A  Mafter  of  this  will  fay, 

Mow  the  Beard, 
Shave  the  Grafs, 
Pin  the  Plank, 
Nail  my  Sleeve. 

From 

nay  Horace  hiroftlf,  is  faid  to  have  fallen.  When  he  fays,  that 
"  even  as  the  mod  fuperb  and  uleful  monuments  of  human  fkill 
and  regal  magnificence,  the  making  new  ports,  the  draining  of 
n  arfhes,  the  altering  the  courfe  of  rivers,  the  building  moles,  and 
oiher  vail  and  expenlive  works,  alcer  and  decay  ;  fo  do  words  and 
current  txprcfiious  : 

**   Debemnr  morti  nos  noflraque  — 

Mo^talia  fa£ta  pcribunt, 

Nedum  fermonum  iltt  liunos  ct  gratia  vivax." 

*■  I  he  oi.jvfts  by  which  this  decay  of  words  are  illuftratedare  too 
large  and  important  for  the  occafion."  H(>R.  Art  of  Poetry,  1.  63. 
See  BJondell's  Comparifou  of  Horace  and  Piudar.  Wart  oh. 
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From  whence  refults  the  fame  kind  of  pleafure  to  the 
mind,  as  to  the  eye  when  we  behold  Harlequin  trim- 
ming himfelf  with  a  hatchet,  hewing  down  a  tree  with 
a  razor,  making  his  tea  in  a  cauldron,  and  brewing 
his  ale  in  a  tea-pot,  to  the  incredible  fatisfa&ion  of  the 
Britifh  fpcctator.     Another  fource  of  the  Bathos  is 

THE    METONYMY, 

the  inverfion  of  Caufes  for  Effects,  of  Inventors  for 
Inventions,  etc. 

a  Lac'd  in  her  Cojtns  b  new  appear' 'd  the  bride,  ~v 

A  c  Bubble-boy  and  d  Tompion  at  her  fide,  > 

And  with  an  air  divine  her  e  Co/mar  plfd :  ■) 

Then  oh  !  Jhe  cries,  what  flaves  I  round  me  fee  ? 
Here  a  bright  Red  Redcoat,  there  a  f mart {  Toupee. 

THE    SYNECHDOCHE, 

which  confiits  in  the  ufe  of  a  part  for  the  whole.  You 
may  call  a  young  woman  fometimes  Pretty-face  and 
Pigs-eyes,  and  fometimes  Snotty -nofe  and  Draggle- 
tail.  Or  of  Accidents  for  Perfons ;  as  a  Lawyer  is 
called  Split-caufe,  a  Taylor  Prick-loufe,  etc.  Or  of 
things  belonging  to  a  man,  for  the  man  himfelf ;  as  a 
Sword-man,  a  Gown-mm,  a  T — m-T — J-man  ;  a 
'White-Staff',  a  Turn-key,  etc. 

THE 

a  Thefe  five  lines,  and  the  two  at  the  top  of  p.  z  JO,  are  quoted 
from  his  own  youthful  poems  j  as  indeed  are  moil  of  thofe  marked 
Anonymous.     See  alfo  note  on  p.  zio.  Warton. 

b  Stays.  c  Tweezer  cafe.  d  Watch  e  Fan.  f  A  fort  of 
Periwig:  All  words  in  ufe  in  this  prefent  Year  1727.  Pops. 

VOL.  VI*  G 
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THE    APOSIOPESIS. 

An  excellent  figure  for  the  ignorant,  as,  "  What  (hall 
"  I  fay  ?"  when  one  has  nothing  to  fay  :  or  "  I  can  no 
"  more,"  when  one  really  can  no  more.  Expreffions 
wh  h  the  gentle  reader  is  fo  good  as  never  to  take  in 
earneil. 

THE    METAPHOR*. 

The  firfl  rule  is  to  draw  it  from  the  loweji  things, 
which  is  a  certain  way  to  fink  the  higheft  ;  as  when 
you  fpeak  of  the  Thunder  of  Heaven,  fay, 

h  The  Lords  above  are  angry  and  talk  big. 

If  you  would  defcribe  a  rich  man  refunding  his 
treafures,  exprefs  it  thus, 

1  Tho*  he  (as  f aid)  ?nay  Riches  gorge,  the  Spoil 
Painful  in  mafly  Vomit  Jhall  recoil, 
Soon  fo  all  he  perifo  with  afwift  decay. 
Like  his  own  Ordure,  cajl  with  fcorn  away. 

The  Second,  that,  whenever  you  ftart  a  Metaphor, 
you  muft  be  fure  to  run  it  down,  and  purfue  it  as  far 

as 

s  It  were  to  be  wifhed  that  all  the  critical  opinions  of  Dr.  John- 
Ion  were  as  folic!  and  judicious  as  are  his  admirable  observations  in 
the  Life  of  Cowley,  on  mixt  Metaphors,  falfe  Wit,  and  what  (after 
Dryden)  he  calls  "  Metaphyfical  Poetry." 

After  a  certain  period,  in  every  country  and  in  every  language, 
men  grow  weary  of  the  natural,  and  fearch  after  the  Angular 

War  ton. 

h  Lee,  Alex.        J  Blackm.  Job,  p.  91,  93.        Wabrurton  . 
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as  it  can  go.     If  you  get  the  fcent  of  a  State  nego* 
ciation,  follow  it  in  this  manner : 

k  Thejiones  and  all  the  elements  with  thee 
Shall  ratify  ajlricl  confederacy  ; 
Wild  beq/ls  their  fav  age  temper  Jh  all  forget  > 
And  for  a  firm  alliance  with  thee  treat  5 
The  finny  tyrant  of  the  fpacious  feas 
Shall  fend  a  fcaly  embaffy  for  peace  } 
His  plighted  faith  the  Crocodile  jh all  keep) 
And  feeing  thee,  for*  joy  ftncerely  weep. 

Or  if  you  reprefent  the  Creator  denouncing  War 
againft  the  wicked,  be  fure  not  to  omit  one  circum* 
fiance  ufual  in  proclaiming  and  levying  war : 

1  Envoys  and  Agents,  who  by  my  command 
Refide  in  Palejlinais  land, 
To  whom  commiflions  /  have  given, 
To  manage  there  the  interefts  of  heaven  : 
Te  holy  heralds,  who  proclaim 
Or  war  or  peace,  in  mine  your  majher's  name  ? 
Te  pioneers  of  heaven,  prepare  a  road, 
Make  it  plain,  direct  and  broad  ; 
For  I  in  perfon  will  my  people  head  \ 

For  the  divine  deliverer 
Will  on  his  march  in  majefly  appear, 
And  needs  the  aid  of  no  confed'rate  power. 

Under  the  article  of  the  Confounding,  we  rank, 

1.  THE 

*Job,  p    22.         J  Blackm.  Ifa.c.  xl.  Warburtox, 

Q  2 
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I.    THE    MIXTURE    OF    FIGURES™, 

which  raifes  fo  many  images,  as  to  give  you  no  image 
at  all.  But  its  principal  beauty  is  when  it  gives  an 
idea  jufl  oppofite  t  what  it  feetaed  meant  to  defcribe. 
Thus  an  ingenious  artift  painting  the  fpring,  talks 
of  a  Snow  of  Blojfoms,  and  thereby  raifes  an  unex- 
pected picture  of  Winter.  Oi  this  fort  is  the"  fol- 
lowing : 

n  The  gaping  clouds  pour  lakes  of  fulphur  down., 
Whofe  livid  Jlafhes  fickning  fun-beams  drown. 

What  a  noble  Confufion!  clouds,  lakes,  brimftone, 
flames,  fun-beams,  gaping,  pouring,  fickning,  drown- 
ing! all  in  two  lines. 

2.    THE    JARGON. 

•  Thy  head Jhall  rife,  though  buried  in  the  dujl, 
And  'midft  the  clouds  his  glittering  turrets  thrujl. 

Quccre,  What  are  the  glittering  turrets  of  a  man's 

head  ? 

Upon 

m  In  Ooncanen's  Supplement  to  the  Profund,  letter  the  fecond, 
which  is  a  counterpart  to  this  tenth  chapter,  and  treats  of  Figures, 
are  fome  more  flirewd  remarks  and  more  pertinent  examples  than 
might  be  expected  from  fuch  a  writer,  and  are  enough  to  make  us 
think  he  had  fome  more  able  affiftant.  Concanen  was  at  that  time 
an  intimate  friend  of  Warburton  ;  and  it  has  been  fuggefted  wag 
affilled  by  him  in  writing  thefe  remarks;  but  of  this  there  is  no 
jiofitire  proof.  Wartos. 

■  Pr.  Arthur,  p.  37.  •  Job,  p.  107.  Warburton. 
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p  Upon  the  Jhorc,  as  frequent  as  the  f and, 
To  meet  the  Prince,  the  glad  Dimctians  fland. 

Quare,  Where  thefe  Dimetians  flood?  and  of 
what  fize  they  were  ?  Add  alfo  to  the  Jargon  fuch  as 
the  following : 

q  DeftruBioi-L  s  empire  jhall  no  longer  lafl, 
And  Deflation  lie  for  ever  ivajle. 

r  Here  Niobe,fad  mother,  makes  her  moan, 
And  fee ms  converted  to  a  ft  one  inflone. 

But  for  Variegation,  nothing  is  more  ufeful  than 

3.    THE    PARANOMASIA,    OR    PUN  % 

where  a  Word,  like  the  tongue  of  a  jackdaw,  fpeaks 
twice  as  much  by  being  fplit :  As  this  of  Mr,  Dennis l, 

Bullets  that  wound,  like  Parthians,  as  they  fly ; 
or  this  excellent  one  of  Mr.  Welfted u, 
Behold  the  Virgin  lye 

Naked,  and  only  cover'd  by  the  Sky. 

To 

P  Pr.  Atthur,  p.  157.       ijob,  p.89.       »  T.  Cook,  Poems. 

Warburtow. 
8  An  happy  reading  of  Atterbury  vindicates  Milton  from  de- 
grading his  ilyle  by  a  very  vile  pun  often  quoted : 

"  And  brought  into  this  world,  a  world  of  woe." 
Atterbury  would  point  it  thus : 

"  And  brought  into  this  world  (a  world  of  woe)" 
in  a  parenthefis,  and  putting  the  repeated  word  in  appofition  to 
the  former.  Warton. 

*  Poems,  1693,  p.  13.       u  Wellled,  Poems,  Aeon  and  Lavin. 

W^RBURTOIf. 

93 
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To  which  thou  may'fl  add, 

To  fee  her  beauties  no  man  needs  tofloop. 
She  has  the  whole  Horizon  for  her  hoop. 

4.    THE    ANTITHESIS,    OR    SEE-SAW*, 

whereby  Contraries  and  Oppofitions  are  balanced  in 
fuch  a  way,  as  to  caufe  a  reader  to  remain  fufpended 
between  them,  to  his  exceeding  delight  and  recrea- 
tion. Such  are  thefe,  on  a  lady  who  made  herfelf 
appear  out  of  fize,  by  hiding  a  young  princefs  under 
her  clothes : 

y  While  the  kind  nymph  changing  her  fault lefs  fhape, 
Becomes  unhandfome,  handfomely  to  f cape. 

On  the  Maids  of  Honour  in  mourning : 

*  Sadly  they  charm,  and  difmally  they  pleafe. 

a  His  eyes  Jo  bright 
Let  in  the  object  and  let  out  the  light. 

*  The  Gods  look  pale  to  fee  us  lookfo  red. 

The  c  Fairies  and  their  Queen 
In  mantles  blue  came  tripping  o*er  the  green, 

*  All  nature  felt  a  reverential  fhock, 

The  fca  flood  Jlill  to  fee  the  mountains  rock. 

x  It  were  to  be  wifhed  our  author  himfclf  had  not  been  fo  very 
fond  of  this  figure:  of  all  others,  if  too  often  repeated,  the  mod 
tircfome  and  difgulHng.  See  what  is  laid  of  thii.  figure  before  in 
vol.  hi   of  this  edition.  Wartos. 

y  Waller.         z  Steel  on  Queen  Mary.  £  Quarks. 

»  Lee,  Alex.        c  Phil.  Pall.        *  Blackm.  fob,  P-  '76- 

Warburton. 


Of  the  Art  of  Sinking  in  Poetry.       231 


CHAP.    XI. 

THE    FIGURES    CONTINUED'.     OF    THE    MAGNIFYING 
AND    DIMINISHING    FIGURES. 

A  genuine  Writer  of  the  Profund  will  take  care 
never  to  magnify  any  object  without  clouding  it 
at  the  fame  time :  His  thought  will  appear  in  a  true 
mift,  and  very  unlike  what  is  in  nature.  It  mud 
always  be  remembered  that  darknefs  is  an  effential 
quality  of  the  Profund,  or,  if  there  chance  to  be  a 
glimmering,  it  mufl  be  as  Milton  exprefles  it, 

No  light,  but  rather  darknefs  vifible. 

The  chief  Figure  of  this  fort  is, 

1.  the  hyperbole,  or  impossible'., 

For  inftance,  of  a  Lion  j 

f  He  roar'dfo  loud,  and  look'dfo  wond*rous  gritn, 
His  very  fhadow  durfi  not  follow  him. 

Of  a  Lady  at  Dinner. 

The  filver  whitenefs  that  adorns  thy  neck, 
Sullies  the  plate,  and  makes  the  napkin  black. 

Of 

e  Into  which  even  the  great  Corneille  has  fometfmes  fallen,  and 
that  too  even  in  his  China  ;  much  more  when  he  copies  the  extra- 
vagancies of  Guillam  tie  Caftro,  in  his  Cid.  The  Spanifh  writers 
abound  in  thefe  abfurdities ;  and  indeed  there  are  many  fuch  in 
Rotrou  and  in  Ronfard.  Warton. 

f  Vet.  Aut,  Warburtoh. 

Q  4 
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Of  the  fame. 
8  Th'  cbfcurensfs  of  her  birth 
Cannot  cclipfe  the  luftre  of  her  eyes, 
Which  make  her  all  one  light. 

Of  a  Bull-baiting. 
b  Up  to  the  Stars  the  fprawling  ^aftives  fy, 
And  add  new  monflers  to  the  frighted  fky. 

Of  a  fcene  of  Mifery. 
1  Behold  a  fcene  of  mifery  and  woe! 
Here  Argus  foon  might  weep  himfelf  quite  blind, 
Ev'n  though  he  had  Briareus'  hundred  hands 
To  wipe  thofe  hundred  eyes. 

And  that  modcfl  requeft  of  two  abfent  lovers  : 

Te  Gods  I  annihilate  but  Space  and  Time, 
And  make  two  lovers  happy. 

2.  The  Periphrasis,  which  the  Moderns  call  the 
Circumbendibus,  whereof  we  have  given  examples  in 
the  ninth  chapter,  and  (hall  again  in  the  twelfth. 

To  the  fame  clafs  of  the  Magnifying  may  be  re- 
ferred the  following,  which  are  fo  excellently  modern, 
that  we  have  yet  no  name  for  them.  In  defcribing  a 
country  profpect, 

I'd  call  them  fnountains,  but  can't  call  ihemfo, 
Tor  fear  to  wrong  than  with  a  name  too  low  ; 

WhiU 
»  Thccb.  Double  Talfhood.    h  Black  m.    'Anon.    k  Anon. 

WA3.BVRTON. 
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While  the  fair  vales  beneath  fo  humbly  lie, 
That  even  humble feems  a  term  too  high. 

IIT.  The  third  Clafs  remains,  of  the  Diminifhing 
Figures :  And  1.  the  Anticlimax,  where  the  fecond 
line  drops  quite  fhort  of  the  firft,  than  which  nothing 
creates  greater  furprize. 

On  the  extent  of  the  Britifh  Arms. 

1  Under  the  Trcpicks  is  our  language  fpoke, 
And  part  of  Flanders  hath  recerud  our  Take. 

On  a  Warrior. 

ro  And  thou  Dalhouffy  the  great  God  of  War9 
hieutenant-Colonel  to  the  Earl  of  Mar. 

On  the  Valour  of  the  Englifh. 

"  Nor  Art  nor  Nature  has  the  force 
To  flop  its  Jleady  courfe, 
Nor  Alps  nor  Pyrenseans  keep  it  out. 
Nor  fortify* d  Redoubt. 

At  other  times  this  figure  operates  in  a. larger  ex- 
tent ;  and  when  the  gentle  reader  is  in  expectation  of 
fome  great  image,  he  either  finds  it  furprizingly  im- 
perfect, or  is  prefented  with  fomething  low,  or  quite 
ridiculous.  A  furprize  refembling  that  of  a  curious 
perfon  in  a  cabinet  of  Antique  Statues,  who  beholds 

on 

J  Waller.  m  Anon.  n  Denn.  on  Namur. 

Warburton. 
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on  the  pedeflal  the  names  of  Homer,  or  Cato ;  but 
looking  up,  finds  Homer  without  a  head,  and  nothing 
to  be  feen  of  Cato  but  his  privy-member.  Such  are 
thefe  lines  of  a  Leviathan  at  fea  : 

°  His  motion  works,  and  beats  the  oozy  mud, 
And  with  its  Jlime  incorporates  the  flood, 
Till  all  th*  encumber*  d,  thick,  fermenting  Jlr earn 
Docs  like  one  Pot  of  boiling  Ointment  feem. 
Where* er  he  fwims,  he  leaves  along  the  lake 
Such  frothy  furrows,  fitch  a  foamy  track, 
That  all  the  waters  of  the  deep  appear 
Hoary — with  age,  or  grey  with fudden  fear. 

But  perhaps  even  thefe  are   excelled   by  the  en- 
fuing : 

p  Now  the  rejifled flames  and  fiery  flore,  -\ 

By  winds  affaidted,  in  wide  forges  roar,  £ 

And  raging  feas  flow  down  of  melted  Ore.  ' 

Sometimes  they  hear  long  Iron  Bars  remov'd, 
And  to  and  fro  huge  Heaps  of  Cinders  fhov'd. 

2.    THE    VULGAR, 

is  alfo  a  Species  of  the  Diminifhing :  By  this  a  fpear 
flying  into  the  air  is  compared  to  a  boy  whittling  as 
he  goes  on  an  errand : 

*  The  mighty  StufFa  threw  a  maffy  fpear, 
Which  with  its  Errand  pleas'd,  fung  thro*  the  air. 

A  Man 

•Blackm.  Job,  p.  197.     r  Pr.  Arthur,  p.  157.      *  Pr.  Arthur. 

War  BUTTON. 
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A  Man  raging  with  grief  to  a  Maftiff  Dog : 

r  /  cannot  Jlifle  this  gigantic  woe, 
No?'  on  my  raging  grief  a  muzzle  throw. 

And  Clouds  big  with  water  to  a  woman  in  great 
neceflity : 

Diftended  with  the  Waters  in  'em  pent, 

The  clouds  hang  deep  in  air,  hut  hang  unrent. 

3.    THE    INFANTINE. 

This  is  when  a  Poet  grows  fo  very  fimple,  as  to 
think  and  talk  like  a  child.  I  {hall  take  my  examples 
from  the  greateft  Matter  in  this  way :  Hear  how  he 
fondles  like  a  mere  ftammerer : 

5  Little  Charm  of  placid  mien, 
Miniature  of  beauty's  queen, 
Hither,  Britijh  mufe  of  mine, 
Hither,  all  ye  Grecian  Nine, 
With  the  lovely  graces  Three, 
And  your  pretty  Nurfelingy^. 

When  the  meadows  next  are  f ecu, 

Sweet  enamel,  white  and  green. 

When  again  the  lambkins  play, 

Pretty  Sportiings/w//  of  May. 

Then  the  neckfo  white  and  round, 

(Little  Neck  with  brilliants  bound) 

And 

*  Job,  p.  41,  «  Amb.  Philips  on  M!fs  Cuzzona. 

Warburtqn. 
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And  thy  Gentlenefs  of  mind, 
(Gentle  from  a  gentle  kind)  etc. 

Happy  thrice,  and  thrice  agcn, 
Happieft  he  of  happy  men,  etc. 

and  the  reft  of  thofe  excellent  Lullabies  of  his  com- 
pofition. 

How  prettily  he  afks  the  meep  to  teach  him  to 
bleat  ? 

1  Teach  me  to  grieve  with  bleating  moan,  myjheep. 

Hear  how  a  babe  would  reafon  on  his  nurfe's 
death : 

B  Thai  everjbe  could  die  !  Oh  mojl  unkind  I 
To  die,  and  leave  poor  Colinet  behind! 
And  yet,  — Why  blame  I  her? 

With  no  lefs  fimplicity  does  he  fuppofe  that 
fhepherdefles  tear  their  hair  and  beat  their  breads 
at  their  own  deaths : 

w  Te  brighter  maids,  faint  emblems  of  my  fair, 
With  looks  cafl  down,  and  with  diftcvcPd  hair, 
In  bitter  anguijli  beat  your  breads,  and  moan 
Her  death  untimely,  as  it  were  your  own. 

4.    THE    INANITY,    OR    NOTHINGNESS. 

Of  this  the  fame  author  furniihes  us  with  moft 
beautiful  inflances : 

Ah 

1  Fhflipt's  Pafli  "Ibid.         w  Ibid.     War  burton-. 


Of  the  Art  of  Sinking  in  Poetry.       lyj 

*  Ah  filly  I,  morefiliy  than  my  fhecp, 

(Which  on  the  fiow'ry  plain  I  once  did  keep.') 

r  To  the  grave  Senate  Jl:,e  could  counfel give, 
(Which  with  ajionifhment  they  did  receive.) 

•  whom  loud  cannon  could  not  terrify, 
Falls  (from  the  grandeur  of  his  Majefty.) 

a  Happy,  merry  as  a  king, 
Sipping  dew,  you  fip,  andfing. 

The  Noife  returning  with  returning  Light, 

What  did  it  ? 

b  Difpers'd  the  Silence,  and  difpell'd  the  Night. 

You  eafily  perceive  the  Nothingnefs  of  every  fe- 
cond  Verfe : 

c  The  Glories  of  proud  London  to  furvey, 
The  Sun  himfelf  jhall  rife — by  break  of  daw 

5.    THE    EXPLETIVE, 

admirably  exemplified  in  the  Epithets   of  many  aiu 
thors  : 

d  Th'  umbrageous  flwdow,  and  the  verdant  green, 
The  running  current,  and  odorous  fragrance, 
Chear  my  lonefolitudc  with  joyous  gladnefs. 

Or 

x  Philips'a  Paftorals.  r  Phil,  on  Q_  Mary.  *  Ibid. 

a  T.  Cook,  on  a  Grafhoppcr.     b  Anon      c  Autor.  Vet. 

\V  . R  BURTOX. 

*  I  am  afraid  he  glanced  at  Thomfon.  Wartom. 
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Or  in  pretty  drawling  words  like  thefe, 

*  All  men  his  tomb,  all  men  his  fons  adore ; 
And  his  fin's  fons,  till  there  fhall  be  no  more. 

f  The  rifingfun  our  grief  did  fee, 
The  jetting  fun  did  fee  the fame ; 
While  wretched  we  remembred  thee, 
0  Si  on,  Sion,  lo-vely  name. 

6.      THE    MACROLOGY    AND    PLEONASM 

are  generally  coupled,  as  a  lean  rabbit  with  a  fat 
one ;  nor  is  it  a  wonder,  the  fuperfluity  of  words, 
and  vacuity  of  fenfe,  being  juft  the  fame  thing.  I 
am  pleafed  to  fee  one  of  our  greatefl  adverfaries  em- 
ploy this  figure: 

h  The  growth  of  meadows,  and  the  pride  of  fields, 
The  food  of  armies  and  fupport  of  wars, 

Refufe 

e  T.  Cook,  Poems.  f  Ibid.  Warburton. 

s  Even  fuch  pure  writers  as  Catullus,  Ltiicrctius,  and  Horace, 
have  Sometimes  been  guilty  of  Pleonafms  ;  of  which  there  are  ex- 
amples in  the  Mifceil.  Obfervations  of  Jortin,  p.  37,  vol.  ii.  Of 
this  fort  of  llyle  Quintilian,  as  ufual,  fpeaks  elegantly  :     *  Ut  cor- 

*  pora  non  robore  fed  valetudine  inflantur  ;  et  redto  itinere  lapfi, 
'  plct  unique  divertunt.  Erit  ergo  obfeurior,  quo  quifqui  dete- 
'  riot.'     Again,  *  Ut  datura,  breves  in  digitos  eriguntur,  et  plura 

*  inlirmi   miiiantur. — Ne  onerctur  tamen  verbis  multis  ;  nam   fit 

*  longa  et  impedita  oratio,  ut  earn  judiccs  fimilem    agmini  toti- 

*  dem  lixas  habenti  quot  milites  ;  in  quo  et  numerus  elt  duplex, 

*  nee  duphim  virium.'  The  fix  Englifli  lines  here  quoted  are  a 
fevere  ilroke  on  Addifon's  Campaign.  Warton, 

h  Camp.  Warburton. 
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Refufe  offwords,  and  gleanings  of  a  fight, 
Leffcn  his  numbers,  and  contracl  his  hofi. 
Where'er  his  friends  retire,  or  foes  fucceed, 
Cover* d  with  tempefts,  and  in  oceans  drown* d. 

Of  all  which  the  Perfection  is 

THE    TAUTOLOGY. 

1  Break  thro*  the  billows,  and — divide  the  main. 
In  f moot  her  numbers,  and — in  f offer  verfe. 

k  Divide — and  part— the  fever' d  World — in  two. 

With  ten  thoufand  others  equally  mufical,  and 
plentifully  flowing  through  mod  of  our  celebrated 
modern  Poems. 


CHAP.     XII. 

OF  EXPRESSION,  AND  THE  SEVERAL  SORTS  OF  STYLE 
OF  THE  PRESENT  AGE. 

'-pHE  ExpreJJhn  is  adequate,  when  it  is  proportion- 
ably  low  to    the   Profundity  of  the  Thought. 
It  rauft  not  be  always  Grammatical,  left  it  appear  pe- 
dantic and  ungentlemanly ;  nor  too  clear,  for  fear  it 

become 

1  Tonf.  Mifc.  !2mo.  vol.  iv.  p.  291,  4th  Edit. 

k  Ibid.  vol.  vi.  p.  i2i.  Warburtqs. 
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become  vulgar ;  for  obfcurity  beftows  a  call  of  the 
wonderful,  and  throws  an  oracular  dignity  upon  a 
piece  which  hath  no  meaning. 

For  example,  fometimes  ufe  the  wrong  Number ; 
The  Sword  and  Pcftilcnce  at  once  devours,  inftead  of 
devour1.  Sometimes  the  wrong  Cafe ;  And  who  more 
Jit  to  f  oth  the  God  than  thee?  inftead  of  thou:  And 
rather  than  fay,  Thetis  Jaw  Achilles  weepy  me  beard 
him  weep. 

We  muft  be  exceeding  careful  in  two  things :  firft, 
in  the  Choice  of  low  Words  :  fecondly,  in  thefober  and 
orderly  way  of  ranging  them.  Many  of  our  Poets  are 
naturally  blefled  with  this  talent,  infomuch  that  they 
are  in  the  circumftance  of  that  honed  Citizen,  who 
had  made  Prof,  all  his  life  without  knowing  it.  Let 
verfes  run  in  this  manner,  juft  to  be  a  vehicle  to  the 
words  :  (I  take  them  from  my  laft  cited  author,  who, 
though  otherwifo  by  no  means  of  our  rank,  feemed 
once  in  his  life  to  have  a  mind  to  be  funple.) 

■  If  not,  a  prize  I  will  myfelf  decree, 
Prom  him,  or  him,  or  elf e  perhaps  from  thee. 

0  full  cf  days  was  he  ; 
Two  ages  pafl,  he  liv'd  the  third  to  fee. 

The 

1  TI.  Horn.  II.  i.  Warburton. 

m  Our  author  himfelf  has  more  than  once  fallen  into  th's  fault, 
as  hath  been  obfervtd  in  the  notes  of  this  edition,  and  of  which 
Dr.  Lowth  in  his  Grammar  mentions  many  inltantes.    W^rton* 

n  Ti.  Horn.  II.  i   p.  ii.         o  idem,  p.  17.        WAiiBURTOH. 
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'  The  king  of  forty  kings,  and  honour* 'd  more 
By  mighty  Jove  than  e*er  was  king  before. 

'  That  I  may  know,  if  thou  my  pray'r  deny, 
The  mojl  dtfpis'd  of  all  the  Gods  am  I. 

5  Then  let  my  mother  once  be  ruVd  by  me, 
Though  ?nuch  more  wife  than  I  pretend  to  bt» 

Or  thefe  of  the  fame  hand r : 

8  /  leave  the  arts  of  poetry  and  verfe 
To  them  that  praclife  them  with  more  fuccefs : 
Of  greater  truths  I  now  prepare  to  tell, 
Andfo  at  *  once,  dear  friend  and  mufe,  farewell* 

Sometimes  a  Tingle  Word  will  vulgarize  a  poetical 
idea ;  as  where  a  Ship  fet  on  fire  owes  all  the  Spirit  of 
the  Bathos  to  one  choice  word  that  ends  the  line : 

7  And  his  J core h'd  ribs  the  hot  contagion  fry'd. 

And  in  that  defcription  of  a  World  in  ruins  : 

*  Should  the  whole  frame  of  nature  round  him  break*. 
He  unconcerned  would  hear  the  mighty  Crack. 

So 

*  Ti.  Horn.  II.  i.  p.  19.      \  P.  34.      s  P.  3S.     Warburtoh. 
1  Aflcrting  plainly  that  the  firft  book  of  the  Iliad,  publifhed  by 

Tickell,  was  really  the  work  of  Addtfon.  Warton. 

u  Tonf  Mifc.  i2mo.  vol.  iv.  p.  292,  fourth  Edit.   WarsUrtOW. 

*  Thefe  are  the  two  laft  feeble  lines  of  Addifon's  epiftle  to 
Sacheverell ;  and  the  two  preceding  ones  are  as  bad      Warton. 

y  Pr.  Arthur,  p.  151.*  Tonf.  Mifc.  vol.  vi.  p.  119. 

Warburtos 
VOL.  VI.  8. 
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So  alfo  in  thefe : 

*  Beajls  tame  and  favage  to  the  rivers  brink, 
Come,  from  the  fields  and  wild  abodes — to  drink. 

Frequently  two  or  three  words  will  do  it  effec- 
tually : 

b  He  from  the  clouds  docs  the  fweet  liquor  fqueeze, 
That  cheers  the  Forefl  and  the  Garden  trees. 

It  is  alfo  ufeful  to  employ  Technical  Terms  %  which 
eftrange  your  llyle  from  the  great  and  general  ideas 

of 

a  Job,  263.  b  Id-  Job,  264.  Wakhvrton. 

c  No  paflage  in  Blackmore  himfelf  can  exceed  the  vulgarity 
of  introducing  technical  terms,  and  fea  language,  more  than  the 
following  lines  of  the  146,  147,  and  J  48,  ftanzas  of  Dryjdcn'a 
Annus  mirabilis  : 

CXLVI. 

"  So  here  fome  pick  out  bullets  from  the  fides, 

Some  drive  old  okum  thro'  each  fcam  and  rift. 
Their  left  hand  does  the  calking  iron  guide, 
The  rattling  mallet  with  the  right  they  lift. 

CXLVI1. 

"  With  boiling  pitch  another  near  at  hand 

From  friendly  Sweden  brought,  the  feams  inflops ; 
Which  well  laid  o'er,  the  fait  fea  waves  withftand, 
And  (hake  them  from  the  riling  beak  in  drops. 

CXLVIII. 

"  Some  the.gall'd  ropes  with  dawby  marling  blind. 
Or  fear-cloth  mafh  with  flrong  tarpawling  coats, 
To  try  new  fhrouds  one  mounts  into  the  wind. 
And  one  below  their  eafe  or  iliffncfs  notes." 
Who  would  think   it  poffiblc  that  thefe  lines,   and  there  are 
many  fnch  to  be  found  in  his  works,  could  have  been  written  by 
the  author  of  Palamon  and  Arcite,  and  the  Ode  on  St.  Cecilia's 
Day?  Wartos, 
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of  nature  :  and  the  higher  your  mbject  is,  the  lower 
mould  you  fearch  into  mechanicks  for  your  expreflion* 
If  you  dcfcribe  the  garment  of  an  angel,  fay  that  his 
d  Linen  was  finely  fpun,  and  bleach  d  on  the  happy 
plains.  e  Call  an  army  of  angels,  Angelic  Cuiraffiers  ; 
and,  if  you  have  occafion  to  mention  a  number  of 
misfortunes,  flyle  them 

f  Frefh  Troops  of  Pains,  and  regimented  Woes. 

Style  is  divided  by  the  Rhetoricians  into  the 
Proper  and  the  Figured.  Of  the  Figured  we  have 
already  treated,  and  the  Proper  is  what  our  authors 
have  nothing  to  do  with.  Of  Styles  we  mall  mention 
only  the  principal  which  owe  to  the  moderns  either 
their  chief  Improvement,  or  entire  invention. 

I.    THE    FLORID    STYLE, 

than  which  none  is  more  proper  to  the  Bathos,  as 
flowers,  which  are  the  lowejl  of  vegetables,  are  mofl 
gaudy,  and  do  many  times  grow  in  great  plenty  at  the 
bottoms  of  Ponds  and  Ditches. 

A  fine  writer  in  this  kind  prefents  you  with  the  fol- 
lowing Pofie : 

%  The  groves  appear  all  drefi  with  wreaths  offowersy 
And  from  their  leaves  drop  aromatic  fhowers , 
Whofe  fragrant  heads  in  my  flic  twines  above, 
Exchange  their fweets,  and  mix'd  with  thoufand  ki//es9 

As 

d  Prince  Arthur,  p.  19-  e  Ibid.  p.  339. 

f  Job,  p.  86.  *  Behn's  Poems,  p,  2.  Warburton. 

R  2 
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As  if  the  willing  branches  Jlrove  h 
To  beautify  and  jhadc  the  grove, 

(which  indeed  mod  branches  do.)     But   this  is  ftill 
excelled  by  our  Laureat : 
1  Branches  in  branches  twin' 'd  compofe  the  grove  y 

Andfhoot  and fpread,  and  blojfom  into  love. 

The  troubling  palms  their  mutual  vows     'peaty 

And  bending  poplars  bending  poplars  meet. 

The  diftant  plantanes  feem  to  prefs  more  nighy 

And  to  thefghing  alders ,  alders  ft gh. 

Hear  alfo  our  Homer : 

k  His  Robe  of  State  is  form*  d  of  light  refined y 
An  endlefs  Train  ofluftrc  fpreads  behind. 
His  throne's  of  bright  compacted  Glory  made, 
With  Pearl  celeftial,  and  with  Gems  inlaid  : 
Whence  Floods  of  joy ,  and  Seas  of  Splendor  flew, 
On  all  th'  angelic  gazing  throng  below, 

1.       THE    PERT    STYLE. 

This  does  in  a  peculiar  manner  become  the  low  in 
wit,  as  a  pert  air  does  the  low  in  Itature.     Mr.  Tho- 
mas 

b  It  Is  furprifing  to  find  fo  falfe  and  florid  a  conceit  as  is  con- 
tained in  the  following  lines,  it>  a  writer  generally  fo  chaftc  and 
correct  as  Addifon  : 

'*   While  here  the  vine  on  hills  of  ruins  climbs, 

Induftrious  to  conceal  great  Bourbon's  crimes."     Campaign. 

War  :  on. 
•  Guardian,  i2ao  127.         k  Blackm.  Pf.  civ.      Warhukto.v. 
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mas  Brown,  the  author  of  the  London  Spy,  and  all  the 
Spies  and  Trips  in  general,  are  herein  to  be  diligently 
ftudied  :  In  Verfe  Mr.  Cibbcr's  Prologues. 

But  the  beauty  and  energy  of  it  is  never  fo  confpi- 
cuous,  as  when  it  is  employed  in  Modernizing  and 
Adapting  to  the  Tafie  of  the  Times  the  works  of  the 
Ancients.  This  we  rightly  phrafe  Doing  them  into 
Englifh,  and  Making  them  Englifh ;  two  expreffions 
of  great  Propriety,  the  one  denoting  our  Neglecl  of 
the  Manner  how,  the  other  the  Force  and  Compulfion 
with  which  it  is  brought  about.  It  is  by  virtue  of 
this  Style  that  Tacitus  talks  like  a  Coffee-houfe  '  Po- 
litician, Jofephus  like  the  Britifh  Gazetteer,  Tully 
is   as   fhort  and  fmart  as  Seneca   or  m  Mr.   Afgill, 

Marcus 

1  If  the  reader  wi flies  to  have  a  perfedl  idea  of  travejling,  let 
him  cad  his  eye  on  Etchard's  tranflation  of  Terence.  What  will 
he  think  of  fnch  phrafes  as  thefe,  called  tranflations  from  that  ele- 
gant writer  ? — 

"  My  belly  chimes  cupboard" 
«'  Well  faid,  Tom  Prog."— 

My  friend  Lawfon  Huddlefton,  Efq.  of  Shaftfbury  is  the  only 
perfon,  to  ufe  his  own  expreffion,  who  has  endeavoured  to  make 
Terence  fpeak  like  a  gentleman  :  **  Neither  in  the  blank  verfe  of 
Colman,or  with  the  vulgarity  of  Etchard." 

Two  plays  were  tranflated  by  Mr.  Huddlefton,  when  at  Oxford  ; 
but  as  they  were  only  printed  for  his  friends,  they  are  not  fuffi- 
ciently  known  to  the  public 

m  In  fuch  familiar  phrafes  as  thefe:  "  One  good  turn  is  the 
"  fhoeiiig  horn  of  another.— He  does  me  good  in  fpite  of  my 
"  teeth.  — After  a  matter  of  eight  years."  And  in  iEfop,  "The 
'*  moon  was  in  a  heavy  twitter."  Collier's  Antoninus  was  in  the 
fame  fmart  taite.  Thomas  a  Kempis  was  tranflated  by  Dr.  Stan- 
hope, whofe  primnefs  is  here  noted.     There  is  hardly  any  fpecies 

R  3  Of 
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Marcus  Aurelius  is  excellent  at  Snipfnap,  and  honefl 
Thomas  a  Kempis  as  Prim  and  Polite  as  any  preacher 
at  court. 

3.       THE    ALAMODE    STYLE, 

which  is  fine  by  being  new,  and  has  this  happinefs 
attending  it,  that  it  is  as  durable  and  extenfive  as  the 
poem  itfelf.  Take  fome  examples  of  it,  in  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  Sun  in  a  Mourning  coach  upon  the  death  of 
Queen  Mary  : 

■  See  Phoebus  now,  as  once  for  Phaeton, 
Has  muftid  his  face,  and  put  deep  Mourning  on  ; 
Dark  clouds  his  fable  Chariot  do  furround, 
And  the  dull  Steeds  (talk  o'er  the  melancholy  round. 

Of  Prince  Arthur's  Soldiers  drinking : 

0  While  rich  Burgundian  wine,  and  bright  Champaign 
Chafe  from  their  minds  the  terrors  of  the  main. 

(Whence  we  alfo  learn,  that  Burgundy  and  Champaign 
make  a  man  on  more  defpife  a  florm  at  fca.) 

Of  the  Almighty  encamping  his  Regiments  : 

p  He  funk  a  vaft  capacious  deep, 
Where  he  his  liquid  Regiments  does  keep, 

Thither 


.>!  bad  writing  but  what  is  expofed  in  fome  part  or  other  of  this 
little  tr.;itifc,  in  which  the  jufteft  rules  are  delivered  under  the 
inafl<  of  ridicule,  fortius  el  melius,  than  in  profefled  and  ferious 
critical  difcourfes.  Warton. 

■  Amh.  Philips.  °Pr.  Arthur,  p.  16. 

P  Blackm.  Pf.  ciy.  p.  261.  Warburton. 
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Thither  the  waves  file  off,  and  make  their  way, 
To  form  the  mighty  body  ofthefea  ; 
IV here  they  encamp,  and  in  their  ftation  ftand, 
Entrench'd  in  Works  of  Rock,  and  Lines  of  Sand. 

Of  two  Armies  on  the  point  of  engaging : 

*  Yon  armies  are  the  Cards  which  both  muft  play  ; 
At  leafi  come  off  a  Saver  if  you  may  : 
Throw  boldly  at  the  Sum  the  Gods  have  fet ; 
Thefe  on  your  fide  will  all  their  fortunes  bet. 

All  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  prefent  Cuftoms  and 
befb  Fafliions  of  our  Metropolis. 

But  the  principal  branch  of  the  Alamodc  is  the 
prurient,  a  Style  greatly  advanced  and  honoured 
of  late,  by  the  practice  of  Perfons  of  thefrfi  Quality  ; 
and  by  the  encouragement  of  the  Ladies,  not  unfuc- 
cefsfully  introduced  even  into  the  Drawing-room. 
Indeed  its  incredible  Progrefs  and  Conquefts  may  be 
compared  to  thofe  of  the  great  Sefojlris,  -and  are  every 
where  known  by  the  fame  Marks,  the  images  of  the 
genital  parts  of  men  or  women.  It  confifts  wholly  of 
metaphors  drawn  from  two  mod  fruitful  fources  or 
fprings,  the  very  Bathos  of  the  human  body,  that  is 
to*  fay  *  *  *  *  and  *  *  *  *  Hiatus  ?nagnus  lachrymabi- 

**********    And  felling  of  Bargains,  and 

double 

%  Lee,  Sophori.  Warsurtok. 

R4 
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double  Entendre,  and  KjCo-p»<r^of  and  'QA#0!&$H7*4fj  all 
derived  from  the  faid  fources< 

4.    THE    FINICAL    STYLE  r, 

which  confifts  of  the  mod  curious,  affected,  mincing 
metaphors,  and  partakes  of  the  alamode. 

As  this,  of  a  Brook  dry'd  by  the  Sun  : 

*  Won  by  ihefumtner's  importuning  ray,  -^ 

Thy  eloping  ftream  did  from  her  channel  ftr ay,       > 
And  with  enticing  fun-beams  dole  away.  -) 

Of  an  eafy  Death f  : 

-  When  watchful  Death  foall  tin  his  harveji  look, 
And  fee  thee  ripe  with  age,  invite  the  hook  ; 
He'll  gently  cut  thy  bending  Stalk,  and  thee 
Lay  kindly  in  the  Grave,  his  Granary. 

Of  Trees  in  a  Storm  : 
w  Oaks  whofe  extended  arms  the  winds  defy, 
The   tempefl   fees   their  firength,  and  fighs,    and 
paffes  by, 

Of 

'  In  which  Felton's  Superficial   Differtation   on  the  Claflics  Is 

written,  who  is  very  fearful  to  be  thought  a  Scholar,  and  makes  an 

.apology  for  quoting  a  common  piece  of  Latin.  Wartov 

*  Bhckm.  Job,  p.  26.  Warburton. 

1  This  puts  me  in  mind  of  an  Epitaph  J  have  feen  in  Northum,, 

berkind : 

Here  lies,  to  parents,  friends,  and  country  dear, 
A  Youth,  who  fcarce  had  feen  his  17th  year, 
But  in  that  time  fo  much  good  fenfe  had,  fhewn, 
That  Death  miitook  17  for  71. 
»BJackm.  Job,p.  23.  "Denn.  Warbvrto*, 
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Of  Water  fimmering  over  the  Fire  : 

a  The  fparkling  flames  ra'ife  water  to  a  Smile, 
Yet  the  pleas'd  liquor  pines,  and  lejjens  all  the  while. 

5.  Lastly,  I  mail  place  the  cumbrous  Y,  which 
moves  heavily  under  a  load  of  metaphors,  and  draws 
after  it  a  long  train  of  words.  And  the  Buskin,  or 
Stately,  frequently  and  with  great  felicity  mixed  with 
the  former.  For  as  the  firft  is  the  proper  engine  to 
deprefs  what  is  high,  fo  is  the  fecond  to  raife  what  is 
bafe  and  low  to  a  ridiculous  Vifibility :  When  both 
thefe  can  be  done  at  once,  then  is  the  Bathos  in  per- 
fection ;  as  when  a  man  is  fet  with  his  head  down- 
ward and  his  breech  upright,  his  degradation  is  com- 
plete :  One  end  of  him  is  a^  high  as  ever,  only  that 
end  is  the  wrong  one.  Will  not  every  true  lover  of 
the  Profund  be  delighted  to  behold  the  mofl  vulgar 
and  low  anions  of  life  exalted  in  the  following 
manner .? 

Who  knocks  at  the  Door  ? 

For  whom  thus  rudely  pleads  my  loud4ongu'd  gatet 
That  he  may  enter  ?• - 

*  Anon.  Tonf.  Mlfc.  Part  vi.  p.  224.  Warbuktou. 

y  This  is  the  fault  of  two  eminent  writers,  who  at  the  fame  time 

abound  in  tranfeendent  beauties,  and  whom  for  that  reafrm  it  is  lefs 

invidious   to   mention,  Thomfon  and   Johnfon ;  and  I  fear  even 

Jdilton  has  furnifhed  an  example : 

*'  I  hear  the  found  of  words,  their  fenfe,  the  air 
Diflblves,  unjointed,  e'er  it  reach  my  ear." 

Samfon  Agoniiles,  v.  176. 
War  ton. 
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Sec  who  is  there  ? 

*  Advance  the  fringed  curtains  of  thy  eyes. 
And  tell  me  who  comes  yonder. 

Shut  the  Door. 
3  The  wooden  guardian  of  our  privacy 
Quick  on  its  axle  turn. — 

Bring  my  Clothes. 
Bring  me  what  Nature,  taylor  to  the  Bear, 
To  Man  himfelf  deny'd :  She  gave  me  Cold, 
But  would  not  give  me  Cloaths. 

Light  the  Fire. 
Bring  forth  fome  remnant  of  Promethean  theft y 
Quick  to  expand  tlf  inclement  air  congeal' 4 
By  Boreas'  rude  breath. 

Snuff  the  Candle. 
Yon  Luminary  amputation  needs, 
Thus  Jhall  you  fave  its  half  extinguijlfd  life. 

Open  the  Letter. 

*  Wax  !  render  up  thy  trufl. 

Uncork  the  Bottle,  and  chip  the  Bread. 
c  -dpPty  thiuc  engine  to  the  fpungy  door, 
t  Bacchus  from  his  gla/Jy  prifon  free, 
Andflrip  white  Ceres  of  her  nut-brown  coat. 

x  Temp.  Warburton. 

a  Ariltophanes  in  the  Frog?,  v.  465,  has  a  fl range   cxprefilon, 

.  ra'le  the  door ;  knock  gcntl"  at  it.  War-ton. 

b  Thco.  Double  Falfehood.  War  burton. 

.   nTc  verfo  arc  his  own.  Warton, 
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CHAP.     XIII. 

A    PROJECT    FOR    THE    ADVANCEMENT    OF    THE 
BATHOS. 

t^hus  have  I  (my  dear  Countrymen)  with  in- 
credible  pains  and  diligence  difcovered  the 
hidden  fourccs  of  the  Bathos,  or,  as  I  may  fay,  broke 
open  the  Abyfles  of  this  Great  Deep.  And  having 
now  eftablimed  good  and  wholefome  Laws,  what 
remains  but  that  all  true  moderns  with  their  utmoft 
might  do  proceed  to  put  the  fame  in  execution  ?  In 
order  whereto,  I  think  I  mail  in  the  fecond  place 
highly  deferve  of  my  Country,  by  propofing  fuch  a 
Sehe??ie,  as  may  facilitate  this  great  end. 

As  our  Number  is  confeffedly  far  fuperior  to  that 
of  the  enemy,  there  feems  nothing  wanting  but  una- 
nimity among  ourfelves.  It  is  therefore  humbly  offer- 
ed, that  all  and  every  individual  of  the  Bathos  do  enter 
into  a  firm  affociation,  and  incorporate  into  One  re- 
gular Body,  whereof  every  member,  even  the  meaneft, 
will  fome  way  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  the  whole  ; 
in  like  manner,  as  the  weakefh  reeds,  when  joined  in 
one  bundle,  become  infrangible.  To  which  end  our 
Art  ought  to  be  put  upon  the  fame  foot  with  other 
Arts  of  this  age.  The  vaft  improvement  of  modern 
manufactures  arifeth  from   their  being   divided  into 

feyeral 
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feveral  branches,  and  parcelled  out  to  fcveral  trades: 
For  inflance,  in  Clock-making  one  artift  makes  the 
balance,  another  the  fpring,  another  the  crown- 
wheels, a  fourth  the  cafe,  and  the  principal  workman 
puts  alt  together :  To  this  economy  we  owe  the  per- 
fection of  our  modern  watches,  and  doubtlefs  we  alfo 
might  that  of  our  modern  Poetry  and  Rhetoric,  were 
the  feveral  parts  branched  out  in  the  like  manner. 

Nothing  is  more  evident  than  that  divers  perfons, 
no  other  way  remarkable,  have  each  a  ftrong  difpofition 
to  the  formation  of  fome  particular  Trope  or  Figure. 
Ariftotle  faith,  that  the  Hyperbole  is  an  ornament  fit 
for  young  men  of  Quality ;  accordingly  we  find  in 
thofe  Gentlemen  a  wonderful  propenfity  towards  it, 
which  is  marvelloufly  improved  by  Travelling :  Sol- 
diers alfo  and  Seamen  are  very  happy  in  the  fame 
Figure.  The  d  Pcriphrafis  or  Circumlocution  is  the 
peculiar  talent  of  Country  Farmers ;  the  Proverb  and 
Apologue  of  old  Men  at  their  clubs ;  the  Elipjis  or 
Speech  by  half  words,  of  Minifters  and  Politicians ; 
the  Apofiopef.s  of  Courtiers  ;  the  Litotes  or  Diminution 
of  Ladies,  Whifperers,  and  Backbiters  ;  and  the  Ana- 
cfipfofis  of  common  Cryers  and  Hawkers,  who,  by 
redoubling  the  fame  words,  perluade  people  to  buy 
their  oylters,  green  tradings,  or  new  ballads.  Epithets 
may  be  found  in  great  plenty  at  Billingfgate,  Saraifm 

and 

*   All  tliis  paragraph    down    to   the  words  in  it,   "  Houfe  of 
Commons,"  is  wonderfully  acute  and  fathical,  efpecially  the  men- 
Bear  garden,  Warton. 
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unci  Irony  learned  upon  the  Water,  and  the  Epipho- 
ncma  or  Exclamation  frequently,  from  the  Bear-garden, 
and  as  frequently  from  the  Hear  him  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

Now  each  man  applying  his  whole  time  and  genius 
upon  his  particular  Figure,  would  doubtlefs  attain  to 
perfection  ;  and  when  each  became  incorporated  and 
fwom  into  the  Society  (as  hath  been  propofed)  a  Poet 
or  Orator  would  have  no  more  to  do  but  to  fend  to 
the  particular  Traders  in  each  Kind,  to  the  Metaphorijl 
for  his  Allegories,  to  the  Simile-maker  for  his  Compari- 
funs,  to  the  Ironijl  for  his  Sarcafns,  to  the  Apothegmatiji 
for  his  Sentences,  etc.  whereby  a  Dedication  or  Speech 
would  be  compofed  in  a  moment,  the  fuperior  artiit 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  put  together  all  the  Mate- 
rials. 

I  therefore  propofe  that  there  be  contrived  with  all 
convenient  difpatch  at  the  publick  expence,  a  Rheto- 
rical Cbejh  of  Drawers,  confiding  of  three  Stories,  the 
higheft  for  the  Deliberative,  the  middle  for  the  Demon- 
Jlrative,  and  the  lowed  for  the  Judicial.  Thefe  mail 
be  divided  into  Loci,  or  Places,  being  repofitories  for 
.Matter  and  Argument  in  the  feveral  kinds  of  oration 
or  writing ;  and  every  Drawer  mail  again  be  fubdi- 
vided  into  Cells,  refembling  thofe  of  Cabinets  for 
Rarities.  The  apartment  for  Peace  or  War,  and  that 
of  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  may  in  a  very  few  days 
be  filled  with  feveral  arguments  perfectly  new ;  and 
the  Vituperative  Partition  will  as  eafily  be  replenished 

with 
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with  a  mod  choice  collection,  entirely  of  the  growth 
and  manufa&ure  of  the  prefent  age.  Every  compofer 
will  foon  be  taught  the  ufe  of  this  Cabinet,  and  how 
to  manage  all  the  regifters  of  it,  which  will  be  drawn 
out  much  in  the  manner  of  thofe  in  an  Organ. 

The  Keys  of  it  mud  be  kept  in  honed  hands,  by 
fome  Reverend  Prelate,  or  Valiant  Officer,  of  unquef- 
tioned  Loyalty  and  Affection  to  every  prefent  Eda- 
blifhment  in  Church  and  State  ;  which  will  diffidently 
guard  againd  any  mifchief  which  might  otherwife  be 
apprehended  from  it. 

And  being  lodged  in  fuch  hands,  it  may  be  at 
difcretion  let  out  by  the  Day,  to  feveral  great  Orators 
in  both  Houfes  ;  from  whence  it  is  to  be  hoped  much 
Profit  and  Gain  will  alfo  accrue  to  our  Society. 
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CHAP.    XIVe. 

HOW  TO  MAKE  DEDICATIONS,  PANEGYRICS,  OR 
SATIRES,  AND  OF  THE  COLOURS  OF  HONOURABLE 
AND  DISHONOURABLE. 

viow  of  what  necefiity  the  foregoing  Project  may 
prove,  will  appear  from  this  fmgle  confi deration, 
that  nothing  is  of  equal  confequence  to  the  fuccefs  of 
our  Works  as  Speed  and  Difpatch,  Great  pity  it  is, 
that  folid  brains  are  not  like  other  folid  bodies,  con- 
ftantly  endowed  with  a  velocity  in  finking,  propor- 
tioned to  their  heavinefs :  For  it  is  with  the  Flowers 
of  the  Bathos  as  with  thofe  of  Nature,  which  if  the 
careful  gardener  brings  not  haftily  to  market  in  the 
Morning,  mud  unprofitably  perifh  and  wither  before 
Night.  And  of  all  our  productions  none  is  fo  Ihort- 
lived '  as  the  Dedication  and  Panegyric,  which  are 
often  but  the  Praife  of  a  Day,  and  become  by  the 
next,  utterly  ufelefs,  improper,  indecent,  and  falfe. 
This  is  the  more  to  be  lamented,  inafmuch  as  thefe 

two 

*  It  will  be  difficult  to  find  more  knowledge  of  life,  more  wit, 
.  more  fatire,  more  good  fenfe,  in  any  paffage  of  equal  length,  thau 
is  comprized  in  this  fourteenth  chapter.  Perhaps  Dryden's  De- 
dication of  the  State  of  Innocence  to  the  Dutchefs  of  York  is  a 
piece  of  the  groffeft  and  moil  abje£l  adulation  that  ever  difgraced 
true  genius,  except  indeed  the  naufeous  and  fulfome  Dedication  of 
fuch  a  man  as  Corneillc  of  his  Horace  to  Cardinal  Richlieu,  after 
this  proud  Churchman  had  treated  him  fo  injurioully  in  the  affair 
©f  the  Cid.  Warton. 
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two  are  the  forts  whereon  in  a  manner  depend  that 
Profit  which  mud  {till  be  remembered  to  be  the  main 
end  of  our  Writers  and  Speakers. 

We  {hall  therefore  employ  this  chapter  in  {hewing 
the  quickefl  method  of  compofing  them  ;  after  which 
we  mall  teach  zjhort  Way  to  Epic  Poetry.  And  thefe 
being  Confefledly  the  works  of  molt  Importance  and 
Difficulty,  it  is  prefumed  we  may  leave  the  reft  to  each 
author's  own  learning  or  practice. 

Firft  of  Pancg-jric :  Every  man  is  honourable,  who 
is  fo  by  Law,  Cuftom,  or  TitK  The  Publick  are 
better  judges  of  .what  is  honourable  than  private  Men. 
The  Virtues  of  great  Men,  like  thofe  of  Plants,  are 
inherent  in  them  whether  they  are  exerted  or  not  ; 
and  the  more  ftrongly  inherent,  the  lefs  they  are 
exerted  ;  as  a  Man  is  the  more  rich,  the  lefs  he  fpends. 
All  great  Minilters,  without  either  private  or  econo- 
mical Virtue,  are  virtuous  by  their  Pojls  ;  liberal  and 
generous  upon  the  Publick  Money,  provident  upon 
Publick  Supplies,  juft  by  paying  Publick  bitereji,  cou- 
rageous and  magnanimous  by  the  Fleets  and  Armies, 
magnificent  upon  the  Publick  Expcnces,  and  prudent 
by  Publick  Succefs.  They  have  by  their  Office,  a  right 
to  a  {hare  of  the  Publick  Stock  of  Virtues ;  befides 
they  are  by  Prefcription  immemorial  inverted  in  all  the 
celebrated  virtues  of  their  Predecejfors  in  the  fame 
ftations,  efpecially  thofe  of  their  own  Anceflors- 

As  to  what  are  commonly  called  the  Colours  of 
Honourable  and  Di/honourable,   they  are   various  in 

different 
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different  Countries :  In  this  they  are  Blue,  Green, 
and  Red{. 

But  forafmuch  as  the  duty  we  owe  to  the  Publick 
doth  often  require  that  we  mould  put  foine  things  in 
a  flrong  light,  and  throw  a  fhade  over  others,  I  fhall 
explain  the  method  of  turning  a  vicious  Man  into  a 
Hero. 

The  firft  and  chief  Rule  is,  the  Golden  Rule  of 
Trails  formation,  which  confifls  in  converting  Vices 
into  their  bordering  Virtues.  A  Man  who  is  a 
Spendthrift,  and  will  not  pay  a  juft  Debt,  may  have 
his  Injuftice  transformed  into  Liberality ;  Cowardice 
may  be  metamorphofed  into  Prudence  ;  Intemperance 
into  good  Nature  and  good  Fellowfhip  ;  Corruption 
into  Patriotifm ;  and  Lewdnefs  into  Tendernefs  and 
Facility. 

The  fecond  is  the  Ride  of  Contraries.  It  is  cer- 
tain, the  lefs  a  Man  is  endowed  with  any  Virtue,  the 
more  need  he  has  to  have  it  plentifully  beftowed, 
efpecially  thofe  good  qualities  of  which  the  world 
generally  believes  he  hath  none  at  all :  For  who  will 
thank  a  Man  for  giving  him  that  which  he  has  ? 

The  Reverfe  of  thefe  Precepts  will  ferve  for  Satire, 
wherein  we  are  ever  to  remark,  that  whofo  lofeth  his 
place,  or  becomes  out  of  favour  with  the  Government, 
hath  forfeited  his  mare  in  publick  Praife  and  Honour. 
Therefore  the  truly  publick  fpirited  writer  ought  in 

duty 

f  The  three  orders  of  knighthood. 
VOL.  VI.  S 
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duty  to  drip  him  whom  the  government  hath  dripped  -r 
which  is  the  real  poetical  Jujlice  of  this  age..  For  a 
full  collection  of  Topicks  and  Epithets  to  be  ufed 
in  the  Praife  and  Difpraife  of  Miniderial  and  Unmi- 
nifterial  Perfons,  I  refer  to  our  Rhetorical  Cabinet ; 
concluding  with  an  earned  exhortation  to  all  my 
brethren,  to  obferve  the  precepts  here  laid  down,  the 
neglect  of  which  hath  cod  Tome  of  them  their  Ears 
in  a  Pillory, 


C  H  A  P.    XV. 

A    RFXEIPT    TO    MAKE    AN    EPIC    FOliM*. 

a  n  Epic  Poem,  the  Critics  agree,  is  the  greated 

work  human  nature  is  capable  of.     They  have 

already  laid  down  many  mechanical  rules  for  compo- 

fitions  of  this  fort,  but  at  the  fame  time  they  cut  off! 

almod 

*  A  fevcre  animadverfion  is  here  intended  on  BoiTu  ;  who,  after- 
he  has  been  fo  many  veais  quoted,  commended,  and  followed,  bv 
a  long  train  of  refpcctable  difciples,  mult,  I  am  afraid,  alas !  be  at 
lull  delerted  and  given  up  as  a  vifionary  and  fantalliual  critic  ; 
cfpecially  for  imagining,  among  other  vain  and  groundleft  con- 
ceits and  refinements,  that  Homer  and  Virgil  full  fixed  on  fome 
one  moral  truth  or  axiom,  and  then  added  a  fable  or  ftory,  with 
f m'table  names  and  characters,  proper  to  illuitrate  the  truth  fo  fixed 
upon.     Before  Boffu,  Mambruu  had  advanced  the  fame  doctrine, 

and 
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almoft  all  undertakers  from  the  poflibility  of  ever 
performing  them ;  for  the  firft  qualification  they 
unanimoufly  require  in  a  Poet,  is  a  Genius.  I  fhall 
here  endeavour  (for  the  benefit  of  my -Countrymen) 
to  make  it  manifeft,  that  Epic  poems  may  be  made 

without 

and  treated  It  in  a  philofophical  Arfftotelian  manner,  in  a  laboured 
Differtation,  which  he  exemplified  by  a  woeful  Latin  Epic  Poem, 
intituled  Conflantinus.  He  was  one  of  thole  many  critics  who 
may  remind  us  of  the  fate  of  Boccalini,  when  he  was  appointed  by 
Paul  V.  governor  of  a  fmall  town,  becaufe  he  had  written  well  on 
political  fubje&s  and  on  the  art  of  government ;  but  was  obliged 
to  be  recalled  after  three  months  adminiltration  for  incapacity  in 
the  bufinefs.  The  lamentable  Epic  Poems  that  Boileau  has  ftrung 
together,  the  Jonas,  the  David,  the  Mofes,  the  Alaric,  the  Clovis, 
are  exactly  of  the  fort  and  fize  of  Sir  Richard's  Job,  Arthur,  and 
Alfred ;  from  whom  our  Scriblems  takes  fo  many  inltances  of  the 
abfurd.  To  thefe  Voltaire  has  added  a  work  that  ought  to  be 
exempted  from  this  catalogue,  the  St.  Louis  of  the  Jeftiit  Lc 
Moine,  who  feems  to  have  pofleffed  a  more  vigorous  and  fertile 
fancy  than  any  of  his  countrymen  ;  who,  whatever  talents  they 
may  lay  claim  to,  are  not  eminent  for  imagination  and  creative 
powers.  His  Potm  is  in  eighteen  books,  on  the  Recovery  of  our 
Saviour's  Crown  of  Thorns  from  the  Saracens  ;  the  fubject  there- 
fore clofely  refembles  that  of  Tafib,  certainly  one  of  the  moll  in- 
terefting  fubje&s  that  has  ever  been  treated.  He  has,  like  Taffo 
alfo,  introduced  machinery  of  angels,  demons,  and  magicians. 
The  fpeech  and  behaviour  of  one  of  the  latter,  Mireme,  in  the 
fifth  book,  page  145,  who  calls  up  from  Hell  the  fhades  of  many 
departed  tyrants,  is  conceived  with  wonderful  wildnefs  of  fancy, 
heightened  by  the  ftene  of  this  tranfaction,  near  the  pyramids  of 
Egypt;  efpecially  when  the  ghoft  of  Saladin  declares,  with  an 
awful  and  tremendous  voice^that  th>e  Sultan  muft  flay  his  daughter 
as  an  expiatory  facrifice.  In  jrjort,  this  poem  abounds  in  the  terrible 
graces,  and  is  in  a  tone  and  manner  very  fuperior  to  that  generally 
ufed  by  the  writers  of  Prance,  and  approaching  to  the  fublimity 
of  Dante  or  Milton  ;  the  noble  fictions  of  whofe  Paradife  Loft,  the 

s  2  cautioui 
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•without  a  Genius,  nay  without  Learning  or  much 
Reading.  This  mull  neceffarily  be  of  great  uie  to  all 
thofe  who  confefs  they  never  ReaJ,  and  of  whom 
the  world  is  convinced  they  never  Learn.  Moliere 
obferves  of  making  a  dinner,  that  any  Man  can  do 
it  with  Money,  and  if  a  profeffed  Cook  cannot  do  it 
without,  he  has  his  Art  for  nothing ;  the  fame  may 
be  faid  of  making  a  Poem,  *tis  ealily  brought  about 
by  him  that  has  a  Genius,  but  the  (kill  lies  in  doing  it 
without  one.  In  purfuance  of  this  end,  I  fhall  pre- 
fent  the  reader  with  a  plain  and  certain  Recipe,  by 
which  any  author  in  the  Bathos  may  be  qualified  for 
this  grand  performance^ 

FOR    THE    FABLE. 

Take  out  of  any  old  Poem,  Hiftory-book,  Romance, 
or  Legend  (for  inltance,  Geoff ry  of  Monmouth,  or  Don 

Belianis 

cautious  and  fevere  Boileau  has,  ft  is  imagined,   endeavoured  tu 
ridicule  in  the  third  canto  of  his  Art  of  Poetry,  v.  193. 
"  Et  quel  objft  enfin  a  presenter  aux  yeux. 
Que  le  diabfe  toujours  hurlant  centre  fcs  cicux, 
Qui  de  votre  heros  veut  rabat'llcr  la  gloire, 
Et  fouvent  avee  Ditu  balance  la  victoire." 
What  Boileau  fays  of  the  Epopeeis  the  word,  and  what  Mar* 
mould  Cays,  i^  the  hell  part  in  their  refpective  Arts  of  Poetry.    It 
ought  to  be  added,  that  although  Le  Moine  frequently  ufes  a  turgid 
»nd  hyperbolical  ityle  ;  yet  that  he  haS  prefixed  a  difcourfco'D  He- 
0  G  Poetry,  in  which  are  many  fenfible  and  acute  remarks.     Lc 
Moinc  is  pi  ailed  by  Fontcnelle,  vol.  II.  of   his  works.     Voltaire 
frankly  owns,  "  Lcs  piancais  u'ont  pa-  la  tete  Epique." 

VV  A  K  7  O  N 
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Belianis  of  Greed)  thofe  parts  of  ftory  which  afford 
moft  fcope  for  long  Defcriptfam :  Put  thefe  pieces 
together,  and  throw  all  the  adventures  you  fancy 
into  one  Tale.  Then  take  a  Hero,  whom  you  may 
chufe  for  the  found  of  his  name,  and  put  him  into 
the  midft  of  thefe  adventures :  There  let  him  work 
for  twelve  books ;  at  the  end  of  which  you  may  take 
him  out  ready  prepared  to  conquer  or  to  marry ;  it 
being  neceflary  that  the  conclufion  of  an  Epic  Poem 
he  fortunate. 

TO    MAKE    AN    EPISODE. 

Take  any  remaining  adventure  of  your  former  col- 
lection, in  which  you  could  no  way  involve  your 
Hero ;  or  any  unfortunate  accident  that  was  too 
good  to  be  thrown  away ;  and  it  will  be  of  ufe,  applied 
to  any  other  perfon,  who  may  be  loft  and  evaporate 
in  the  courfe  of  the  work,  without  the  leait  damage 
to  the  compofition. 

FOR  THE  MORAL  AND  ALLEGORY. 

Thefe  you  may  extracl  out  of  the  Fable  after* 
wards,  at  your  leifure:  Be  fure  you  Jl rain  them  fuk 
iiciently. 

FOR    THE    MANNERS \ 

For  thofe  of  the  Hero,  take  all  the  belt  qualities 
you  can  find  in  the  mod  celebrated  Heroes  of  anti- 
quity ; 

h  A  flroke  of  ridicule  on  BofTu.  Two  very  different  opinions  are 
held  on  this  fubjecr. ;  and  two  very  oppofite  interpretations  are  given 
of  the  per*5"7*  *>&"  of  Ariltotle,  and  notand'i  mores  of  Horace.  Dacier, 
BofTu,  Shaftefbury*  Harris,  maintain  that  the  words  mean,  that 
;the  manners  fhould  he  only  poetically  good  ;  but  Heinfius,  Hare, 

s  3  Batttaux, 
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quity  ;  if  they  will  not  be  reduced  to  a  Confifteney,  lay 
them  all  on  a  heap  upon  him.  But  be  fure  they  are 
qualities  which  your  Patron  would  be  thought  to 
have ;  and  to  prevent  any  miftake  which  the  world 
may  be  fubject  to,  felecl:  from  the  alphabet  thofe  ca- 
pital letters  that  compofe  his  name,  and  fet  them  at 
the  head  of  a  Dedication  before  your  Poem.  How- 
ever, do  not  absolutely  obferve  the  exacl;  quantity  of 
fhefe  virtues,  it  not  being  determined  whether  or  no 
it  be  neceflfary  for  the  Hero  of  a  Poem  to  be  an  homji 
Man.  For  the  Under  Characters',  gather  them  from 
Homer  and  Virgil,  and  change  the  names  as  occafion 
ferves. 

JOR    THE    MACHINES. 

Take  of  Deities  ',  male  and  female,  as  many  as  you 
can  ufe  :  Separate  them  into  two  equal  parts,  and  keep 
Jupiter  in  the  middle  :  Let  Juno  put  him  in  a  ferment, 
and  Venus  mollify  him.     Remember  on  all  occafions 

to 

Batteaux,  Marmontel,  and  Twining,  infill  that  they  mould  be 
morally  good.  The  fuccceding  paragraph  about  the  ufe  of  ma- 
chines cannot  but  remind  one  of  the  different  opinions  held  on  this 
fubjeft  by  Petronius,  by  BofTu,  by  Hobbes,  by  Temple,  by  Hurd, 
by  Voltaire,  by  Lord  Kaimes,  by  Blair,  and  Boileau.  War  ton. 
'  In  Dryden's  long  dedication  to  Lord  Dorfet  of  his  tranflation 
of  Juvenal,  he  gives  an  account  of  his  defign  of  writing  an  Epic 
Poem  on  the  actions  either  of  Arthur  or  the  Black  Prince,  and  of 
the  machinery  he  intended  to  have  ufed  on  that  occafion,  which 
fcems  to  have  been  happily  and  judieioufly  imagined,  founded  on 
an  idea  of  the  conteft  between  the  Guardian  Angels  of  kingdoms. 
But  Arthur  was  rcferved  for  another  fate,  and  furnifhes  the  mod 
abfurd  examples  in  the  Bathos.  Wartoh- 
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so  make  ufe  of  volatile  Mercury.  If  you  have  need 
of  Devils,  draw  them  out  of  Milton's  Paradife,  and 
•extract  your  Spirits  from  Tafib.  The  ufe  ,of  th,efe 
Machines  is  evident;  fince  no  Epic  Poem  can  pof- 
fibly  fubfift  without  them,  the  wifeft  way  is  to  referye 
them  for  your  greateft  neceflities :  When  you  can- 
inot  extricate  your  Hero  by  any  human  means,  or 
yourfelf  by  your  own  wit,  feek  relief  from  Heaven, 
and  the  Gods  will  do  your  bufinefs  very  readily. 
This  is  according  to  the  direft  Prefcription  of  Horace 
in  his  Art  of  Poetry, 

Nee  Deus  inter/it,  nifi  dignus  fuindice  Nodus 
Incident —  ' 

That  is  to  fay,  A  Poet  Jhotdd  ne*uer  call  upon  the  Gods- 
fir  their  AJJifiance,  but  when  he  is  in  great  perplexity. 

TOR    THE    DESCRIPTIONS. 

For  a  Tempeft.  Take  Eurus,  Zephyr,  Aufter,:  and 
Boreas,  and  cafi  them  together  in  one  verfe:  add  to 
•thefe  of  Rain,  Lightning,  and  Thunder,  (the  loudefl 
you  can)  quantum  fufficit :  mix  your  clouds  and  bil- 
lows well  together  till  they  foam,  and  thicken  your 
Defcription  here  and  there  with  a  Quiqkfand.  Brew 
your  Tempeft  well  in  your  head,  before  you  fet  it  a 
blowing. 

For  a  Battle.  Pick  a  large  quantity  of  Images  and 
Defcriptions  from  Homer's  Iliads,  with  a  fpice  or 
two  of  Virgil,  and  if  there  remain  any  overplus,  you 

s  4  may 
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may  lay  them  by  for  a  Skirmijh.     Seafon  it  well  with 
Similes,  and  it  will  make  an  excellent  Battle. 

For  a  Burning  Town.  If  fuch  a  Defcription  be 
necefiary  (becaufe  it  is  certain  there  is  one  in  Virgil) 
old  Troy  is  ready  burnt  to  your  hands.  But  if  you 
fear  that  would  be  thought  borrowed,  a  Chapter  or 
two  of  the  Theory  of  the  Conflagration  k,  well  circum- 
ftanced  and  done  into  verfe,  will  be  a  good  Sueeeda- 
ileum. 

As  for  Similes  and  Metaphors,  they  may  be  found 
all  over  the  Creation  ;  the  mod  ignorant  may  gather 
them,  but  the  difficulty  is  in  applying  them.  For  this 
advife  with  your  Bookfeller  \ 

k  An  undeferved  farcafm  on  a  work  full  of  flrong  imagery, 
Burnet's  Theory.  Warton. 

1  The  Difcourfe  of  Voltaire  on  the  Epic  Poets  of  all  nations, 
added  to  his  Henriade,  contains  many  falfe  crude  opinions,  par- 
ticularly fome  objections  tq  Paradife  .Loft.  In  the  Geneva  edition 
of  this  Poem  we  are  informed  of  a  curious  anecdote :  When  it 
was  printed  at  London  in  1726,  in  quarto,  by  fubfcription,  Mr. 
Dadiky,  a  Greek,  and  native  of  Smyrna,  who  at  that  time  refided 
in  London,  faw  by  chance  the  firft  leaf  3s  it  was  printing,  where, 
was  the  following  line, 

44  Qui  forca  Ies  Francois  a  devenir  heureux  ;" 
he  immediately  paid  a  vifit  to  the  Author,  and  faid  to  him,  44 1  am 
of  the  country  of  Homer  ;  he  did  not  begin  his  Poems  by  a  ftroke 
of  Wit  or  by  an  Enigma.7'  The  Author  immediately  corrected  the 
line  :  but  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  he  did  not  correct  many  others 
of  the  fame  modern  kind.  Voltaire  has  dropt  a  remark  in  the  laft 
edition  of  his  Eflay  011  Epic  Poetry,  which  is  not  indeed  very 
favourable  to  the  tafle  of  his  countrymen  ;  but  is  perfectly  true 
and  juft,  and  which  he.  fecm*  to  have  forgotten  in  fome  of  his  late 
♦ifcrttons : 

'« it 
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*«  It  muft  be  owned  that  it  is  more  difficult  for  a  Frenchman  to 
fucceed  in  Epic  Poetry  than  for  any  other  perfon  ;  but  neither  the 
conftraint  of  rhyme,  nor  the  drynefs  of  our  language,  is  the  caufe 
of  this  difficulty.  Shall  I  venture  to  name  the  caufc  ?  It  is  becaufe, 
of  all  polifhed  nations,  ours  is  the  leaft  poetic.  The  works  in 
verfe,  which  are  mod  in  vogue  in  France,  are  pieces  for  the  theatre. 
Thefe  pieces  muft  be  written  in  a  ftyle  that  approaches  to  that  of 
converfation .  Defpreaux  has  treated  only  didactic  fubjefts,  which 
require  fimplicity.  It  is  well  known  that  exaclnefs  and  elegance 
conftitute  the  chief  merit  of  his  verfes,  and  thofe  of  Racine  ;  and 
when  Defpreaux  attempted  a  fublime  ode,  he  was  no  longer 
Defpreaux.  Thefe  examples  have  accuftomed  the  French  to  too 
uniform  a  march."  Warton. 

Nothing  can  be  more  juft  or  true  than  this  obfervation  of  Vol- 
taire : — The  French  language,  adapted  to  elegance,  lightnefs,  and 
colloquial  point,  Jhrinks  (if  I  may  fay  fo)  under  the  weight  of 
intrinfic  poetry: — witnefs  Voltaire's  own  Henriade. 
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C  H  A  P.    XVI. 

A    PROJECT    TOR    THE    ADVANCEMENT    OF    THE 
STAGE  m. 

|  t  may  be  thought  that  we  fhould  not  wholly  omit 
the  Drama,  which  makes  fo  great  and  fo  lucrative 
a  part  of  Poetry.  But  this  Province  is  fo  well  taken 
care  of,  by  the  prefent  Managers  of  the  Theatre,  that 
it  is 'perfectly  needlefs  to  fugged  to  them  any  other 
Methods  than  they  have  already  praetifed  for  the 
advancement  of  the  Bathos. 

Here  therefore,  in  the  Name  of  all  our  Brethren, 
let  me  return  our  fincere  and  humble  Thanks  to  the 
moft  Auguft  Mr.  Barton  Booth,  the  moft  Serene  Mr. 
Robert  Wilks,  and  the  moft  Undaunted  Mr.  Colley 
Cibber  ;  of  whom  let  it  be  known,  ivhen  the  people  of 
if/is  Age  pall  be  Ancejlors^  and  to  all  the  SucccJJion  of 

our 

m  The  character  of  a  Player  is  in  this  chapter  treated  rather  too 
cootemptuoufly.  Johnfon  fell  into  the  fame  cant,  and  treated  his 
t>ld  friend  Garri,  k  unkindly  and  iltljufHy,  at  a  time  when  he  was 
received  into  the  familiarity  of  fome  of  the  beft  families  in  this 
country-  Baron,  Chamelle,  La  Covretir,  I)u  Mcnil,  Le  Kain, 
were  equally  refpc&e'J  in  France.  But  the  whole  chapter  is,  in 
other  ufpects,  replete  with  incomparable  and  original  humour, 
particularly  the  third,  fifth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh  articles  of 
this  project-  1  have  not  been  able  to  difcover  that  Booth,  who 
was  a  man  of  excellent  character,  or  Wilks,  ever  gave  any  fuch 
particular  offence  to  our  author  as  to  deferve  the  Carcafms  here 
throw i.  upon  them.  War  ton. 


Of  the  Art  or  Sinking  in  Poetry.       267 

our  Succeffbn,  that  to  this  prefent  day  they  continue 
to  Out-do  even  their  own  Out-doings :  And  when  the 
inevitable  Hand  of  fweeping  Time  mail  have  brulhed 
off  all  the  Works  of  To-day,  may  this  Teftimony  of  a 
Cotemporary  Critic  to  their  Fame,  be  extended  as  far 
as  To-morrow. 

Yet,  if  to  fo  wife  an  Adminiftration  it  be  poflible 
any  thing  can  be  added,  it  is  that  more  ample  and 
comprehenfive  Scheme  which  Mr.  Dennis  and  Mr. 
Gildon  (the  two  greateft  Critics  and  Reformers  then 
living)  made  publick  in  the  year  1720,  in  a  Projed 
figned  with  their  names,  and  dated  the  2d  of  Fe- 
bruary. I  cannot  better  conclude  than  by  prefenting 
the  Reader  with  the  Subflance  of  it. 

1.  It  is  propofed,  that  the  two  Theatres  be  incor- 
porated into  one  Company  ;  that  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Mufic  be  added  to  them  as  an  Orchejlra  ;  and  that 
Mr.  Figg  with  his  Prize-fighters,  and  Violante  with 
the  Rope-dancers,  be  admitted  in  Partnerihip. 

3,  That  a  fpacious  Building  be  ere&ed  at  the  Pub- 
lick  expence,  capable  of  containing  at  lead  ten  thou- 
fand  Spectators,  which  is  become  abfolutely  neceffary 
by  the  great  addition  of  Children  and  Nurfes  to  the 
Audience,  fince  the  new  Entertainments.  That  there 
be  a  Stage  as  large  as  the  Athenian,  which  was  near 
ninety  thoufand  geometrical  paces  fquare,  and  feparate 
divinons  for  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  my  Lords 

the 
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the  Judges,  the  honourable  the  Directors  of  the  Aca- 
demy, and  the  Court  of  Aldermen,  who  mall  have 
their  Places  frank. 

3.  If  Wcjlminfker-Hall  be  not  allotted  to  this  fervice 
(which  by  reafon  of  its  proximity  to  the  two  chambers 
of  Parliament  above-mentioned,  feems  not  altogether 
improper;)  it  is  left  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Nation 
whether  Somerfct-boufe  may  not  be  demolifhed,  and 
a  Theatre  built  upon  that  Site,  which  lies  convenient 
to  receive  Spectators  from  the  County  of  Surrey,  who 
may  be  wafted  thither  by  water-carriage,  efleemed  by 
all  Projectors  the  cheapeft  whatfoever.  To  this  may 
be  added,  that  the  river  Thames  may  in  the  rcadiefl 
manner  convey  thofe  eminent  Perfonages  from  Courts 
beyond  the  feas,  who  may  be  drawn  either  by  Curio- 
sity to  behold  fome  of  our  mod  celebrated  Pieces,  or 
by  Affection  to  fee  their  Countrymen,  the  Harlequins 
and  Eunuchs";  of  which  convenient  notice  may  be 
given,  for  two  or  three  months  before,  in  the  public 
Prints. 

4.  MTiat  the  Theatre  abovefaid  be  environed  with  a 
fair  Quadrangle  of  Buildings,  fitted  for  the  accom- 
modation of  decayed  Critics  and  Poets  ;  out  of  whom 
Six  of  the  mod  aged  (their  age  to  be  computed  from 
rhe  year  wherein  their  firft  work  was  published)  fhall 
be  elecled  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  fociety,  pro- 
vided 
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vided  neverthelefs  that  the  Laureat  for  the  time  being 
may  be  always  one.  The  Head  or  Prefident  over  aft 
(to  prevent  difputes,  but  too  frequent  among  the 
learned)  mall  be  the  mod  ancient  Poet  and  Critic  to 
be  found  in  the  whole  Ifland. 

5.  The  Male  Players  are  to  be  lodged  in  the  gar- 
rets of  the  faid  Quadrangle,  and  to  attend  the  per- 
fons  of  the  Poets,  dwelling  under  them,  by  brufhing 
their  apparel,  drawing  on  their  (hoes,  and  the  like. 
The  Aclreffcs  are  to  make  their  beds,  and  warn  their 
linen. 

6.  A  large  room  mall  be  fet  apart  for  a  Library ;  to 
confift  of  all  the  modern  Dramatic  Poems,  and  all  the 
Criticifms  extant.  In  the  midft  of  this  room  mail  be 
a  round  Table  for  the  Council  of  Six  to  lit  and  delibe- 
rate on  the  Merits  of  Plays.  The  Majority  mail 
determine  the  Difpute ;  and  if  it  fhould  happen  that 
three  and  three  mould  be  of  each  fide,  the  Prefident 
mail  have  a  cafting  Voice,  unlefs  where  the  Contention 
may  run  fo  high  as  to  require  decifion  by  Single 
Combat. 

7.  It  may  he  convenient  to  place  the  Council  of  Six 
in  fome  confpicuous  fituation  in  the  Theatre,  where, 
after  the  manner  ufually  practifed  by  compofers  in 
mufick,  they  may  give  Signs  (before  fettled  and 
agreed  upon)  of  Diflike  or  Approbation.     In  conle- 
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quence  of  thefe  Signs  the  whole  audience  fhall  be 
required  to  clap  or  hifsy  that  the  Town  may  learn 
t  crtainly  when  and  how  far  they  ought  to  be  pleafed. 

8.  It  is  fubmitted  whether  it  would  not  be  proper 
to  diftinguifh  the  Council  of  Six  by  fome  particular 
Habit  or  Gown  of  an  honourable  fhape  and  colour, 
to  which  may  be  added  a  fquare  Cap  and  a  white 
Wand. 

9.  That  to  prevent  unmarried  A&reflfes  making' 
away  with  their  Infants,  a  competent  provifion  be 
allowed  for  the  nurture  of  them,  who  fhall  for  that 
reafon  be  deemed  the  Children  of  the  Society ;  and  that 
they  may  be  educated  according  to  the  Genius  of  their 
parents,  the  faid  Aclrefles  fhall  declare  upon  Oath  (as 
far  as  their  memory  will  allow)  the  true  names  and 
qualities  of  their  feveral  fathers.  A  private  Gentle- 
man's Son  mall  at  the  publick  expence  be  brought  up 
a  Page  to  attend  the  Council  of  Six :  A  more  ample 
provifion  (hall  be  made  for  the  fon  of  a  Poet ;  and  a 
greater  Itili  for  the  fon  of  a  Critic. 

1  o.  If  it  be  difcovered  that  any  Actrefs  is  got  with 
Child,  during  the  interludes  of  any  Play  wherein  me 
hath  a  Part,  it  fhall  be  reckoned  a  negled  of  her 
bufinefs,  and  fhe  ihall  forfeit  accordingly.  If  any 
Actor  for  the  future  fhall  commit  Murder,  except 
upon  the  Stage,  he  fhall  be  left  to  the  laws  of  the 
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land ;  the  like  is-  to  be  underftood  of  Robbery  and 
Theft.  In  all  other  cafes,  particularly  in  thofe  for 
Debt ,  it  is  propofed  that  this,  like  the  other  Courts 
of  Whitehall  and  St.  James's,  may  be  held  a  Place  of 
Privilege.  And  whereas  it  has  been  found,  that  an 
obligation  to  fatisfy  paultry  Creditors  has  been  a 
Difcouragement  to  Men  of  Letters,  if  any  Perfon 
of  Quality  or  others  mall  fend  for  any  Poet  or  Critic 
of  this  Society  to  any  remote  quarter  of  the  town,  the 
laid  Poet  or  Critic  (hall  freely  pafs  and  repafs  without 
being  liable  to  an  Arrejl. 

1  j.  The  forementioned  Scheme  in  its  feveral  regu- 
lations may  be  fupported  by  Profits  arifing  from  every 
Third-night  throughout  the  year.  And  as  it  would 
be  hard  to  fuppofe  that  fo  many  pcrfons  could  live 
without  any  food  (though  from  the  former  courfe 
of  their  lives,  a  very  little  will  be  deemed  fufficient) 
die  mailers  of  calculation  will,  we  believe,  agree, 
that  out  of  thofe  Profits,  the  faid  Perfons  might  be 
fubfifted  in  a  fober  and  decent  manner.  We  will 
venture  to  affirm  further,  that  not  only  the  proper 
magazines  of  Thunder  and  Lightning,  but  Paint? 
Diet-drinks,  Spitting-pots,  and  all  other  Necefaries  of 
Life,  may  in  like  manner  fairly  be  provided  for. 

1 2.  If  fome  of  the  Articles  may  at  firft  view  feem 
liable  to  Objections,  particularly  thofe  that  give  fo  valt 
a  power  to  the  Council  of  Six  (which  is  indeed  larger 

than 


272       MARTINUS  SCRIBLERUS,  &c. 

than  any  entrufted  to  the  great  Officers  of  State)  this- 
may  be  obviated,  by  fwearing  thofe  Six  Perfons  of 
his  Majefly's  Privy  Council,  and  obliging  them  to 
pafs  every  thing  of  moment  prev'wujly  at  that  moft 
honourable  Board. 
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CONCERNING 

THE  ORIGIN  OF  SCIENCES. 

WRITTEN  TO  THE  MOST  LEARNED  DR. F.R.S. 

FROM  THE  DESERTS  OF  NUBIA. 

among  all  the  enquiries  which  have  been  purfued 
by  the  curious  and  inquifitive,  there  is  none 
more  worthy  the  fearch  of  a  learned  head,  than  the 
fource  from  whence  we  derive  thofe  arts  and  fciences, 
which  raife  us  fo  far  above  the  vulgar,  the  countries 
in  whch  they  rofe,  and  the  channels  by  which  they 
have  been  conveyed.  As  thofe  who  hrft  brought 
them  amongft  us  attained  them  by  travelling  into 
the  remoteft  parts  of  the  earth,  I  may  boaft  of  fome 
advantages  by  the  fame  means,  fince  I  write  this  from 
the  deferts  of  ^Ethiopia,  from  thofe  plains  of  fand, 
which  have  buried  the  pride  of  invading  armies,  with 
vol.  vi,  T  my 
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my  foot  perhaps  at  this  inftant  ten  fathom  over  tha 
grave  of  Cambyfes ;  a  folitude  to  which  neither  Py- 
thagoras nor  Appollonius  ever  penetrated. 

It  is  univerfally  agreed  that  arts  and  fciences  were 
derived  to  us  from  the  ./Egyptians  and  Indians ;  but 
from  whom  they  firft  received  them  is  yet  a  fecret. 
The  highefl  period  of  time  to  which  the  learned 
attempt  to  trace  them,  is  the  beginning  of  the  Af- 
fyrian  monarchy,  when  their  inventors  were  wor- 
shipped as  gods.  It  is  therefore  neceffary  to  go  back- 
ward into  times  even  more  remote,  and  to  gain  fome 
knowledge  of  their  hiftory,  from  whatever  dark  and 
broken  hints  may  any  way  be  found  in  ancient  authors 
concerning  them. 

Nor  Troy  nor  Thebes  were  the  firft:  empires ;  we 
have  mention,  though  not  hiflories,  of  an  earlier 
warlike  people  called  the  Pygmaeans.  1  cannot  but 
perfuade  myfelf,  from  thofe  accounts  in  a  Homer, 
Ariftotle,  and  others,  of  their  Hiftory,  Wars,  and 
Revolutions,  and  from  the  very  air  in  which  thofe 
authors  fpeak  of  them  as  of  things  known,  that  they 
were  then  a  part  of  the  ftudy  of  the  learned.  And 
though  all  we  directly  hear  is  of  their  military  atchieve- 
ments  in  the  brave  defence  of  their  country,  from  the 
annual  invafions  of  a  powerful  enemy ;  yet  I  cannot 
doubt  but  that  they  excelled  as  much  in  the  arts  of 
peaceful  government,  though  there  remain  no  traces 
of  their  civil  inftitutions.    Empires  as  great  have  been 

fwallowed 
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fwallowed  up  in  the  wreck  of  time  j  and  fuch  fudden 
periods  have  been  put  to  them  as  occafion  a  total 
ignorance  of  their  ftory.  And  if  I  mould  conjecture 
that  the  like  happened  to  this  nation  from  a  general 
extirpation  of  the  people  by  thofe  flocks  of  monftrous 
birds,  wherewith  antiquity  agrees  they  were  conti- 
nually infefted,  it  ought  not  to  feem  more  incredible 
than  that  once  the  Baleares  was  wafted  by  rabbits, 
bSmynthe  by  mice,  and  of  late  c  Bermudas  almoft 
depopulated  by  rats.  Nothing  is  more  natural  to 
imagine,  than  that  the  few  furvivors  of  that  empire 
retired  into  the  depths  of  their  deferts  where  they 
lived  undid urbcd,  till  they  were  found  out  by  Ofiris, 
in  his  travels  to  inftruct  mankind. 

"  He  met,"  fays  Diodorus  d,  "  in  ./Ethiopia,  a  fort 
"  of  little  Satyrs,  who  were  hairy  one  half  of  their 
"  body,  and  whofe  leader,  Pan,  accompanied  him  in 
"  his  expedition  for  the  civilizing  of  mankind." 
Now  of  this  great  perfonage  Pan  we  have  a  very 
particular  defcription  in  the  ancient  writers,  who 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  reprefent  him  Jhaggy-bearded, 
hairy  all  over,  half  a  man  and  half  a  beaft,  and  walking 
creel  with  ajlaff(xhe  pofture  in  which  his  race  do  to 
this  day  appear  among  us) ;  and  fince  the  chief  thing 
to  which  he  applied  himfelf  was  the  civilizing  of  man- 
kind, it  mould  feem  that  the  firft  principle  of  fcience 
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mull  be  received  from  that  nation  to  which  the  gods 
were  by  Homer  faid  to  refort  twelve  days  every  year 
for  the  ccnverfation  of  its  wife  and  juft  inhabitants. 

If  from  iEgypt  we  proceed  to  take  a  view  of  India* 
we  mail  find  that  their  knowledge  alfo  derived  itfelf 
from  the  fame  fource.  To  that  country  did  thefe  noble 
creatures  accompany  Bacchus,  in  his  expedition  under 
the  conduct  of  Silenus,  who  is  alfo  defcribed  to  us 
with  the  fame  marks  and  qualifications..  "  Mankind 
"  is  ignorant,''  faith  Diodorus%  "  whence  Silenus 
"  derived  his  birth  through  his  great  antiquity ;  but 
"  he  had  a  tail  on  his  loins,  as  likewife  had  all  bis  pro- 
"  Seny  m  %n  °f  ckeir  defcent."  Here  then  they  fettled 
a  colony,  which  to  this  day  fubfifts  with  the  fame- 
tails.  From  this  time  they  feem  to  have  communi- 
cated themfelves  only  to  thofe  men,  who  retired  from 
the  converfe  of  their  own  fpecies  to  a  more' uninter- 
rupted life  of  contemplation.  I  am  much  inclined  to 
believe,  that  in  the  midft  of  thofe  folitudes  they  jnfti- 
tuted  the  fo  much  celebrated  order  of  Gymnofophifts. 
For  whoever  obferves  the  fecne  and  manner  of  their 
life,  will  eafily  find  them  to  have  imitated,  with  all 
exaclnefs  imaginable,  the  manners  and  cufloms  of 
their  mailers  and  inftru&ors.  They  are  faid  to  dwell 
in  the  th'ickcjl  ivcods,  to  go  naked,  to  fuffer  their  bodies 
to  be  over-run  with  hair,  and  their  nails  to  grow  to  a 
prodigious  length.     f  Plutarch  fays,  "  they  eat  what 
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u  they  could  get  in  the  Fields,  their  drink  was  water, 
"  and  their  bed  made  of  leaves  or  mofs."  And 
g  Herodotus  tells  us,  "  that  they  efleemed  it  a  great 
"  exploit  to  kill  very  many  ants  or  creeping  things.''* 

Hence  we  fee  that  the  nations,  which  contend  for 
the  origin  of  learning,  are  the  fame  that  have  eyer 
mod  abounded  with  this  ingenious  race.  Though 
they  have  contended  which  was  firfl  bleft  with  the  rife 
of  fcience,  yet  they  have  confpired  in  being  grateful 
to  their  common  mailers.  iEgypt  is  well  known  to 
have  worfhipped  them  of  old  in  their  own  images ; 
and  India  may  be  credibly  fuppofed  to  have  done  the 
fame  from  that  adoration  which  they  paid  in  latter 
times  to  the  tooth  of  one  of  thefe  hairy  philofophers, 
in  juft  gratitude,  as  it  mould  feem,  to  the  mouth  from 
which  they  received  their  knowledge.  Pafs  we  now 
over  into  Greece ;  where  we  find  Orpheus  returning 
out  of  JEgypt,  with  the  fame  intent  as  Ofiris  and 
Bacchus  made  in  their  expeditions.  From  this  period 
it  was  that  Greece  ftrft  heard  the  name  of  Satyrs,  or 
•owned  them  for  Se?ni  dei ;  and  hence  it  is  finely  rea- 
fonable  to  conclude,  that  he  brought  fome  of  this 
wonderful  fpecies  along  with  him,  who  alfo  had  a 
leader  of  the  line  of  Pan,  of  the  fame  name,  and 
exprefsly  called  King  by  b  Theocritus.  If  thus  much 
be  allowed,  we  eafily  account  for  two  of  the  ftrangeft 
reports  in  all  antiquity:  One  is,  that  of  the  beads  fol- 
lowing 

£  Herodot.  J   i.  h  ITav    Av*^.  Tbeocr.  Id.  i. 
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lowing  the  mufic  of  Orpheus  ;  which  has  been  inter- 
preted of  his  taming  favage  tempers ;  but  will  thus 
have  a  literal  application.  The  other,  which  we  mufl 
infift  upon,  is  the  fabulous  ftory  of  the  Gods  com- 
preffing  women  in  woods,  under  beftial  appearances  ; 
which  will  be  folved  by  the  love  thefe  fages  are  known 
to  bear  to  the  females  of  our  kind.  I  am  fenfible  it 
may  be  objected,  that  th^y  are  faid  to  have  been 
compreifed  in  the  fhape  of  different  animals ;  but  to 
this  we  anfwer,  that  women  under  fuch  apprehenfions 
hardly  know  what  fhape  they  have  to  deal  with. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  it  is  highly  credible, 
that  to  this  ancient  and  generous  race  the  world  is 
indebted,  if  not  for  the  heroes,  at  lead  for  the  acuteft 
wits  of  antiquity.  One  of  the  mod  remarkable  in- 
stances is  that  great  mimick  genius  'JEfop,  for  whofe 
extraction  from  thofe  Sylvcfires  homines  we  may  gather 
an  argument  from  Pianudes,  who  fays,  that  iEfop  fig- 
nifies  the  fame  thing  as  JEthiop,  the  original  nation 
of  our  people.  For  a  fecond  argument  we  may  offer 
the  description  of  his  perfon,  which  was  mort,  de- 
formed, and  almoft  favage,  infomuch  that  he  might 
have  lived  in  the  woods,  had  not  the  benevolence  of 
his  temper  made  him  rather  adapt  himfelf  to  our 
manners,  and  come  to  court  in  wearing-apparel.  The 
third  proof  is  his  acute  and  fatyrical  wit :  And  laftly, 
his  great  knowledge  in  the  nature  of  beads,  together 
with  the  natural  pleafure  he  took  to  fpeak  of  them 
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upon  all  occafions.  The  next  inftance  I  flia.ll  produce 
is  k  Socrates.  Firft,  it  was  a  tradition,  that  he  was  of 
an  uncommon  birth  from  the  reft  of  men  :  Secondly, 
he  had  a  countenance  confeffing  the  line  he  fprung 
from,  being  bald,  flat-nofed,  with  prominent  eyes, 
and  a  downward  look :  Thirdly,  he  turned  certain 
fables  of  JEfop  into  verfe,  probably  out  of  his  refpeft 
to  beafts  in  general,  and  love  to  his  family  in  parti- 
cular. 

In  procefs  of  time  the  women,  with  whom  thefe 
Sylvans  would  have  lovingly  cohabited,  were  either 
taught  by  mankind,  or  induced  by  an  abhorrence  of 
their  mapes,  to  fhun  their  embraces ;  fo  that  our 
fages  were  neceilitated  to  mix  with  beafts.  This  by 
degrees  occafioned  the  hair  of  their  poflerity  to  grow 
higher  than  their  middles :  it  arofe  in  one  generation 
to  their  arms ;  in  the  fecond,  it  invaded  their  necks ; 
in  the  third,  it  gained  the  afcendant  of  their  heads, 
till  the  degenerate  appearance,  in  which  the  fpecies 
is  now  immerfed,  became  compleated.  Though  we 
mud  here  obferve,  that  there  were  a  few  who  fell 
not  under  the  common  calamity ;  there  being  fome 
unprejudiced  women  in  every  age,  by  virtue  of  whom 
a  total  extinction  of  the  original  race  was  prevented. 
It  is  remakable  alfo,  that  even  where  they  were  mix- 
ed, the  defection  from  their  nature  was  not  fo  entire, 
J)ut  there  flill  appeared  marvellous  qualities  among 
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them,  as  was  manifeft  in  thofe  who  followed  Alex- 
ander into  India.  How  did  they  attend  his  army,  and 
furvey  his  order  ?  How  did  the  caft  themfelves  into 
the  fame  form,  for  march,  or  for  combat  ?  What  an 
Imitation  was  there  of  all  his  difcipline  ?  the  ancient 
true  remains  of  a  warlike  difpofition,  and  of  that  con- 
ftitution,  which  they  enjoyed,  while  they  were  yet  a 
monarchy. 

To  proceed  to  Italy  :  at  the  firll  appearance  of  thefe 
wild  philofophers,  there  were  fome  of  the  leaft  mixed, 
who  vochfafed  to  converfe  with  mankind ;  which  is 
evident  from  the  name  of m  Fauns  ufando,  or  fpeak- 
ing.  Such  was  he,  who  coming  out  of  the  woods  in 
hatred  to  tyranny,  encouraged  the  Roman  army  to 
proceed  againft  the  Hetrufcans,  who  would  have  re- 
ftored  Tarquin.  But  here,  as  in  all  the  weftern  parts 
of  the  world,  there  was  a  great  and  memorable  asra, 
in  which  they  began  to  be  filent.  This  we  may  place 
fomething  near  the  time  of  Ariftotle,  when  the  num- 
ber, vanity,  and  folly  of  human  philofophers  encreafeda 
by  which  men's  heads  became  too  much  puzzled  to 
receive  the  fimpler  wifdom  of  thefe  ancient  Syrvans  ; 
the  queftions  of  that  academy  were  too  numerous  to 
be  confident  with  their  eafe  to  anfwer,  and  too  intri- 
cate, extravagant,  idle,  or  pernicious,  to  t>e  any  other 
than  a  derifion  and  fcorn  unto  them.  From  this  pe- 
riod, if  we  ever  hear  of  their  giving  anfwers,  it  is 
only  when  caught,  bound,  and  constrained,  in  like 
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manner  as  was  that  ancient  Grecian  prophet  Pro- 
teus. 

Accordingly  we  read  in"  Sylla's  time  of  fuch  a 
philofopher  taken  near  Dyrrachium,  who  would  not 
be  perfuaded  to  give  them  a  lecture  by  all  they  could 
fay  to  him,  and  only  fhewed  his  power  in  Sounds  by 
neighing  like  a  horfe. 

But  a  more  fuccefsful  attempt  was  made  in  Au- 
guftus's  reign  by  the  inquifitive  genius  of  the  great 
Virgil  5  whom,  together  with  Varus,  the  commenta- 
tors fuppofe  to  have  been  the  true  perfons,  who  are 
related  in  the  fixth  bucolick  to  have  caught  a  philo- 
fopher, and  doubtlefs  a  genuine  one,  of  the  race  of 
old  Silenus.  To  prevail  upon  him  to  be  communi- 
cative (of  the  importance  of  which  Virgil  was  well 
aware)  they  not  only  tied  him  fad,  but  allured  him 
likewife  by  a  courteous  prefent  of  a  comely  maiden, 
called  iEgle,  which  made  him  fmg  both  merrily  and 
inftru&ively. 

In  this  fong  we  have  their  doctrine  of  the  creation, 
the  fame  in  all  probability  as  was  taught  fo  many  ages 
before  in  the  great  Pygmaean  empire,  feveral  hiero- 
glyphical  fables  under  which  they  couched  or  embel- 
lifhed  their  morals :  For  which  reafon,  I  look  upon 
this  bucolick  as  an  ineftimable  treafure  of  the  moil 
ancient  fcience. 

In  the  reign  of  Conflantine  we  hear  of  another  taken 
in  a  net,  and  brought  to  Alexandria,  round  whom  the 

people 

0  Plutarch,  in  Vit.  Syllae. 


282  MARTINUS  SCR1BLERUS 

people  flocked  to  hear  his  wifdom ;  but  as  Ammianus 
Marcellinus  reporteth,  he  proved  a  dumb  philofopher, 
and  only  inftructed  by  his  action. 

The  laft  we  fhall  fpeak  of,  who  feemeth  to  be  of 
the  true  race,  is  faid,  by  St.  Jerome,  to  have  met 
St.°  Anthony  in  a  defert,  who  enquiring  the  way  of 
him,  he  (hewed  his  underftanding  and  courtefy  by 
pointing,  but  would  not  anfwer,  for  he  was  a  dumb 
philofopher  alfo. 

Thefe  are  all  the  notices,  which  I  am  at  prefent  able 
to  gather  of  the  appearance  of  fo  great  and  learned 
a  people  on  your  fide  of  the  world.  But  if  we  return 
to  their  ancient  native  feats,  Africa  and  India,  we 
fhall  there  find,  even  in  modern  times,  many  traces  of 
their  original  conduct  and  valour. 

In  Africa  (as  we  read  among  the  indefatigable  Mr. 
Purchas's  collections)  a  body  of  them,  whofe  leader 
was  inflamed  with  love  for  a  woman,  by  martial  power 
and  ftratagem  won  a  fort  from  the  Portuguefe. 

But  I  mufl  leave  all  others  at  prefent,  to  celebrate 
the  praife  of  two  of  their  unparalleled  monarchs  in 
India.  The  one  was  Perimal  the  magnificent,  a  prince 
molt  learned  and  communicative,  to  whom,  in  Ma- 
labar, their  excefs  of  zeal  dedicated  a  temple,  railed 
on  ^cxen  hundred  pillars,  not  inferior  in  'Moffasi 
opinion,  to  thofe  of  Agrippa  in  the  Pantheon.  The 
Other,  IJ.'.nimaut  the  marvellous,  his  relation  and 
fucceflbr,  whole  knowledge  was  fo  great,  as  made  his 

followers 
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followers  doubt,  if  even  that  wife  fpecies  could  arrive 
at  fuch  perfection :  and  therefore  they  rather  ima- 
gined him  and  his  race  a  fort  of  gods  formed  into 
apes.  His  was  the  tooth  which  the  Portuguefe  took 
in  Bifnagar,  1559,  for  which  the  Indians  offered,  ac. 
cording  to  q  Linfchotten,  the  immenfe  fum  of  fevea 
hundred  thoufand  ducats.  Nor  let  me  quit  this  head 
without  mentioning,  with  all  due  refpec~t,  Oran  O lif- 
ting the  great,  the  laft  of  this  line,  whofe  unhappy 
chance  it  was  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Europeans  : 
Oran  Outang,  whofe  value  was  not  known  to  us,  for 
he  was  a  mute  philofopher ;  Oran  Outang,  by  whofe 
defection  the  learned  Dr.  Tyfon r  has  added  a  confir- 
mation to  this  fyftem,  from  the  refemblance  between 
the  homo  Sylve/h-is  and  our  human  body,  in  thofe  or- 
gans by  which  the  rational  foul  is  exerted. 

We  muff  now  defcend  to  confider  this  people  as 
funk  into  the  bruta  natura  by  their  continual  commerce 
with  beads.  Yet  even  at  this  time  what  experiments 
do  they  not  afford  us,  of  relieving  fome  from  the 
fpleen,  and  others  from  impoflhumes,  by  occafioning 
laughter  at  proper  feafons  ;  with  what  readinefs  do 
they  enter  into  the  imitation  of  whatever  is  remarkable 
m  human  life  ?  and  what  furpriiing  relations  have  Le 
Cornte5  and  others  given  of  their  appetites,  actions, 
conceptions,  affections,   varieties  of  imaginations,  and 

abilities 
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abilities  capable  of  purfuing  them  ?  If  under  their 
prefent  low  eircumftances  of  birth  and  breeding,  and 
in  fo  fhort  a  time  of  life,  as  is  now  allotted  them,  they 
fo  far  exceed  all  beads,  and  equal  many  men,  what 
prodigies  may  we  not  conceive  of  thofe,  who  were 
nati  melioribus  minis,  thofe  primitive  hngaval  and  ante- 
diluvian man-tygers,  who  firfl  taught  fcience  to  the 
world  ? 

This  account,  which  is  entirely  my  own,  I  am  proud 
to  imagine  has  traced  knowledge  from  a  fountain,  cor- 
refpondent  to  feveral  opinions  of  the  ancients,  though 
hitherto  undifcovered  both  by  them,  and  the  more 
ingenious  moderns.  And  now  what  mall  I  fay  to 
mankind  in  the  thought  of  this  great  difcovery  ?  what, 
but  that  they  fhould  abate  of  their  pride,  and  confider 
that  the  authors  of  our  knowledge  are  among  the 
beafts.  That  thefe,  who  were  our  elder  brothers,  by 
a  day,  in  the  creation,  whofe  kingdom  (like  that  in 
the  fcheme  of  Plato)  was  governed  by  philofophers, 
who  flourifhed  with  learning  in  ^Ethiopia  and  India, 
are  now  undiilinguifhed,  and  known  only  by  the  fame 
appellation  as  the  man-tyger  and  the  monkey  ! 

As  to  fpeech,  I  make  no  queftion,  that  there  are 
remains  of  the  firfl  and  lei's  corrupted  race  in  their 
native  deferts,  who  yet  have  the  power  of  it.  But  the 
vulgar  reaJon  given  by  the  Spaniards,  "  That  they 
will  not  (peak  lor  fear  of  being  fet  to  work,"  is  alone 
a  fuflicient  one,  confidering  how  exceedingly  all  other 
learned  perfons  affect  their  eafe.     A  fecond  is,  that 

thefe 
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thefe  obfervant  creatures,  having  been  eye-witnefles 
of  the  cruelty  with  which  that  nation  treated  their 
brother  Indians,  find  it  not  neceflary  to  mew  them- 
felves  to  be  men,  that  they  may  be  protected  not  only 
from  work,  but  from  cruelty  alio.  Thirdly,  they 
could  at  beft  take  no  delight  to  converfe  with  the 
Spaniards,  whofe  grave  and  fullen  temper  is  fo  averfe 
to  that  natural  and  open  cheerfulnefs,  which  is  gene- 
rally obferved  to  accompany  all  true  knowledge. 

But  how,  were  it  poffible  that  any  way  could  be 
found  to  draw  forth  their  latent  qualities,  I  cannot 
but  think  it  would  be  highly  ferviceable  to  the  learned 
world,  both  in  refpecl:  of  recovering  pad  knowledge, 
and  promoting  the  future.  Might  there  not  be  found 
certain  gentle  and  artful  methods,  whereby  to  endear 
us  to  them  ?  Is  there  no  man  in  the  world,  whofe 
natural  turn  is  adapted  to  manage  their  fociety,  and 
win  them  by  a  fweet  fimilitude  of  manners  ?  Is  there 
no  nation  where  the  men  might  allure  them  by  a  dif- 
tinguifhing  civility,  and  in  a  manner  fafcinate  them 
by  affimilated  motions ;  no  nation,  where  the  women 
with  eafy  freedoms,  and  the  gentleft  treatment,  might 
oblige  the  loving  creatures  to  fenfible  returns  of  hu- 
manity ?  The  love  I  bear  my  native  country  prompts 
me  to  wim  this  country  might  be  Great  Britain ;  but 
alas  !  in  our  prefent  wretched  divided  condition,  how 
can  we  hope,  that  foreigners  of  fo  great  prudence 
will  freely  declare  their  fentiments  in  the  midfl  of 
violent  parties,  and  at  fo  vafl  a  diftance  from  their 

friends, 
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friends,  relations,  and  country  ?  The  affection  I 
bear  our  neighbour  ftate,  would  incline  me  to  wifh 
it  were  Holland.  Sed  lava  in  parte  mamilla  Nilfalit 
Arcadico.  Is  it  from  France  then  we  mult  expect  this 
reftoration  of  learning,  whofe  late  monarch  took  the 
fciences  under  his  protection,  and  railed  them  to  fo 
great  a  height  ?  May  we  not  hope  their  emiffaries 
will  fome  time  or  other  have  instructions,  not  only  to 
invite  learned  men  into  their  country,  but  learned 
beafts,  the  true  ancient  man-tygers,  I  mean  of  ./Ethio- 
pia and  India  ?  Might  not  the  talents  of  each  of  thefe 
be  adapted  to  the  improvement  of  the  feveral  fciences  ? 
The  man-tygers  to  inftruct  heroes,  ltatefmen,  and 
fcholars ;  baboons  to  teach  ceremony  and  addrefs  to 
courtiers ;  monkeys,  the  art  of  pleafing  in  converfa- 
tion,  and  agreeable  affectations  to  ladies  and  their 
lovers ;  apes  of  lefs  learning,  to  form  comedians  and 
dancing-mafters ;  and  marmofets,  court  pages  and 
young  Engliih  travellers  ?  But  the  diftinguifhing  each 
kind,  and  allotting  the  proper  bufinefs  to  each,  I  leave 
to  the  inquifitive  and  penetrating  genius  of  the  Jefuits 
in  their  refpective  millions. 

Vale  etfruere. 
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SUMMI    CRITICI, 
Caftigationum  in  JEneidem 

SPECIMEN. 

JEneidem  totam,  Amice  Lector,  innumerabilibus 
pcene  mendis  fcaturientem,  ad  priftinum  fenium 
revocabimus.  In  fmgulis  fere  verfibus  fpurias  oc- 
currunt  leftiones,  in  omnibus  quos  unquam  vidi  codi- 
cibus,  aut  vulgaris  aut  ineditis,  ad  opprobrium  ufque 
Criticorum,  in  hunc  diem  exiftentes.  Interea  adverte 
oculos,  et  his  paucis  fruere.  At  fi  quas  fint  in  hifce 
caftigationibus,  de  quibus  non  fatilliquet,  fyllabarum 
quantitates,  ir^o\tyoy.tyx  noftra  Libro  ipfi  prafigenda, 
ut  confulas,  moneo. 

a  This  was  written  to  ridicule  Bentley's  edition  of  Milton,  and, 
as  the  fulject  is  fair,  fo  many  of  the  emendations,  in  the  ftyle  of 
Bentlcy,  are  very  happy  and  well  conceived. 

The  reafon  of  Pope's  anger  again  It  Bentley  is  laid  to  have  been, 
--that  foon  after  the  publication  of  Homer,  meeting  Bentley  at 
dinner,  he  faid,  '*  I  truft.  you  have  received  my  Homer,  which  I 
ordered  the  bookfeller  to  fend."  Bentley,  who  wifhed  to  have 
avoided  the  fubjeA,  is  faid  to  have  replied : — "  I  have  received 
your  tranflation,  but  pray  do  not  call  it  Homer." 
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I.    SPECIMEN   LIBRI   PRIMP. 

Ver.  i. 
a  rma  Virumque   cano,  Trojas  qui  primus  ab 
oris 

Italiain,y^^  profugus,  Lavinaque  venit 

>  Littora. 

b  It  is  very  eafy,  but  very  ungrateful,  to  laugh  at  collectors  of 
various  readings,  and  adjufteis  of  texts,  thofe  poor  pioneers  of 
literature  ;  who  drag  forward 

A  waggon  load  of  meanings  for  one  word, 
While  A's  depos'd,  and  B  with  pomp  reltor'd. 

To  the  indefatigable  refearches  of  many  a  Dutch  commentator 
and  German  editor,  are  we  indebted  for  that  eafe  and  facility  with 
which  we  now  are  enabled  to  read.  "  I  am  perfuaded,"  fays  Bayle, 
*'  that  the  ridiculous  obilinacy  of  the  fir  11  critics,  who  lavifhed  fo 
much  of  their  time  upon  the  queftion,  whether  we  ought- to  fay 
Virgilius  or  Vergilius,  has  been  ultimately  of  great  ufe  ;  they 
thereby  infpired  men  with  an  extreme  veneration  for  antiquity  ; 
they  difpofed  them  to  a  fedulous  enquiry  into  the  conduct  and 
character  of  the  ancient  Grecians  and  Romans,  and  that  gave  oc- 
casion to  their  improving  by  thofe  great  examples."  Di£t.  torn.  v. 
p.  795.  I  have  always  been  ftruck  with  the  following  words  of  a 
commentator,  who  was  aifo  a.  great  philofopher,  I  mean  Dr. 
Clarke  ;  who  thus  finiflies  the  preface  to  his  incomparable  edition 
of  Homer.  "  Levia  qu'dem  hcec,  et  parvi  forte,  fi  per  fe  fpe&entur 
momenti.  Sed  ex  dementis  conftant,  ex  principiis  oriuntur,  omnia: 
Et  ex  judicii  confuetudiue  in  rebus  minutis  adhibita,  pendet 
fxpiffime  in  maxim  is  vera  atque  accurata  fcientia."  Real  fcholara 
will  always  fpeak  with  due  regard  of  fuch  names,  as  the  Scaligers, 
Salmafius's,  Heinfius's,  Busman's,  Reifkius's,  Markland's,  Gef- 
ner's,  Heynes's,  Toup's,  Bentley's,  and  Hare's.  "  Sans  ce  qu'on 
appelle  les  erudits,"  fays  Marmontel,  very  fenfibly,  "  nous  ferions 
encore  barbares.  C'eft  grace  aux  lumieres  qu'ils  ont  tranfmifes, 
que  leurs  ecrits  ne  font  plus  de  i'ailbn."  Jortin  ufed  frequently  to 
mention  this  attempt  to  difcredit  emendatory  criticifm,  with  Itrong 
marks  of  derifion  ;  and  I  have  now  before  me,  a  letter  from  Toup 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Warton,  in  the  fame  drain.  W.v 
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Littora.  multum  ille  et  terris  jaclatus  et  alto, 

Vi  fuperum — 

Arma  Virumque  cano,  Trojae  qui  primus  ab  arts 

Italiam,  Jlatu  profugus  Latinaque  venit 

Littora.  multum  ille  et  terris  vcxatus  et  alto, 

Vi  fuperum — 

Ab  arts,  nempe  Hercsd  Jovis.  vide  lib.  ii.  v.  512. 
550. — Flatu,  ventorum  JEoli,  ut  fequitur — Lat'ma 
certe  littora  cum  iEneas  aderat,  Lavina  non  nifi 
poftea  ab  ipfo  nominata,  lib.  xii.  v.  193. — Jaclatus 
terris  non  convenit. 

II.  Ver.  52. 

Et  quifquis  Numen  Junonis  adoret  ? 

Et  quifquis  Nomen  Junonis  adoret  ? 
Longe  melius,  quam,  ut  antea,  Numen.  et  procui- 
dubio  fie  Virgilius. 

III.  Ver.  86. 

Venti,  velut  agmine  faclo, 
Qua  data  porta  ruunt. 

Venti,  velut  aggere  fracloy 
Qua  data  porta  ruunt. 
Si  corrige,  meo  periculo. 

IV.  Ver.  117. 
Fidumque  vehebat  Orontem. 
Fortemque  vehebat  Orontem. 

Nonjidwn.  quia  EpithetOn  Achata  notilTimum 
Oronti  nunquam  datur. 

vol.' vi.  it  V.  Ver. 
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V.  Ver.  119. 
Excutitur,  pronufque  magijler 

Volvitur  in  caput. 

Excutitur :  pronufque  maps  ter 

Volvitur  in  caput. 
Aio  VirgiHurn  a  liter  non  fcripfine,  quod  plane  con- 
firmatur  ex  fequentibus — Aji  ilium  ter  fiuclus  ibidem 
'Torn  net. 

VI.  Ver.  122. 
Apparent  rari  nantes  in  gurgite  vafto 
Anna  Vinim. 

Armi  hom'mum:  Ridicule  antea  Anna  -viriun^ 
quae,  ex  ferro  confiata,  quomodo  poffunt  natare  ? 

VII.  Ver.  151. 

Atque  rotis  fummas  leviter  perlabitur  undas. 

Atque  rotis  f pumas  leviter  perlabitur  udas. 
Summas,  et  leviter  perlabi,  pleonafmus  eft :  Mirifice 
altera  lec'Uo  Neptuni  agilitatem  et  celeritaiem  expri- 
mit.  fimili  modo  Noiler  de  Camilla,  JEn.  xi.  Ilia  vel 
intaila  fegetis  per  fumma  volaret,  etc.  hyperbolice. 

VIII.  Ver.  154. 

Jamque  faces  et  i'axa  volant,  furor  anna  miniflrat. 

Jam  faces  et  I'axa  volant,  fugmntque  minijlri : 

mi    folent,    inflanti    periculo — Faces  facibus    longe 

prrtftant ;  quid  errim  niii  faeces  jactarent  vulgus  for" 

didum  ? 

IX.  Ver. 
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IX.  Ver.  170. 

Fronte  fub  adverhfcopulis  pcndcntibus  antrum, 
Intus  aquae  dulces,  vivoque  fedilia  faxo. 
Fronte  fub  adverfa  populis  prandentibus  antrum. 
Sic  malim,  longe  potius  quam  fcopulis  pendentibus : 
Nuga? !  nonne  vides  verfu  fequenti  dulces  aquas  ad 
potandum  &  fedilia  ad  difcumbendum  dari  ?  In  quo- 
rum ipfum  ?  quippe  prandentiunu 

X.  Ver.  188. 
Tres  littore  cervos 

Profpicit  errantes :  hos  tota  armcnta  fequuntur 
A  tergo — 

Tres  littore  corvos 
Afpicit  errantes :  hos  agmina  tota  fequuntur 
A  tergo — 

Cervi,  le&io  vulgata,  abfurditas  notifnma :  hsec  ani- 
malia  in  Africa  non  inventa,  quis  nefcit  ?  At  motus  et 
ambulandi  ritus  Corvorum,  quis  non  agnorit  hoc  loco  ? 
Littore,  locus  ubi  errant  Corvi,  uti  Nofter  alibi, 

Etfola  in  ficca  fecum  fpatiatur  are?ia. 

Omen  prasclariffimum,  immo  et  agminibus  militum 
frequenter  obfervatum,  ut  patet  ex  Hifloricis. 

XI.  Ver.  748. 
Ar&urum,  pluviafque  Hyades,  geminofque  Trionesf 
Error  graviffimus.    Corrigo,~—feptemque  Triones. 

v  2  XII.  Ver. 
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XII.  Ver.  631. 

Quare  agite,  o  juvenes,  teclis  fuccedite  noftris. 
Ledis  potius  dicebat  Dido,  polita  magis  oratione,  et 
quas  unica  voce  ct  torum  et  menfani  exprimebat. 
Hanc  lectionem  probe  confirmat  appellatio  0  juvenes  ! 
Duplicem  hunc  fenfum  alibi  etiam  Maro  lepide  innuit, 
iEn.  iv.  ver.  19. 

Huic  uni  forfan  potui  fuccumbere  culpa  : 

Anna  !  fatebor  enim — 
.Sic  corriges, 

Huic  uni  \yiro  fcil. ~\  potui  fuccumbere  ;  cutpas, 

Anna  ?  fatebor  enim,  etc. 
Vox  fuccumbere  quam  eleganter  ambigua ! 
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LIBER  SECUNDUS. 


Ver.   1. 

f^ONTicuERE  omnes,  intentique  ora  tenebant ; 
Inde  toro  Pater  ./Eneas,  fie  orfus  ab  alto  : 

Concubuere  omnes,  intenteque  ora  tenebant  j 
Inde  torofatur  JEneas  fie  orfus  ab  alto. 
Concubuere,  quia  toro  JEneam  vidimus  accumben- 
tem :  quin  et  altera  ratio,  fcil.  conticuere  et  ora  tene* 
bant,  tautologice  di&um.  In  manufcripto  perquam 
rariflimo  in  patris  mufeo  legitur,  ore  ge?neba?it ;  fed 
magis  ingeniofe  quam  vere.  Satur  tineas,  quippe 
qui  jamjam  a  prandio  furrexit :  pater  nihil  ad  rem. 

II.  Ver.  3. 

Infandum,  Regina,  jubes  renovare  dolorem. 

Infantum,  Regina,  jubes  renovare  dolorem. 
Sic  haud  dubito  veterrimis  codicibus  fcriptum  fuiife : 
quod  fatis  conftat  ex  perantiqua  ilia  Britannorum  can- 
tilena vocata  Chevy   Cbace,  cujus  autor  hunc  locum 
fibi  afcivit  in  haec  verba, 

The  child  may  rue  that  is  unborn. 

III.  Ver.  4. 

Trojanas  ut  opes,  et  lamentabile  regnum 
Eruerint  Danai. 

u  3  Trojanas 
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Trojanas  ut  oves,  et  lamentabile  regnum  Diruerint 
•— Mallem  oves  potius  quam  opes,  quoniam  in  anti- 
quifiimis  illis  -temporibus  oves  et  armenta  divides 
regum  fuere.  Vel  fortafle  oves  Paridis  innuit,  quas 
fuper  Idam  nuperrime  pafcebat,  et  jam  in  vindiclam 
pro  Helenas  raptu,  a  Menelao,  Ajace,  [vid.  Hor.  Sat, 
ii.  3-3  aliifque  ducibus,  merito  occifas. 

IV.  Ver.  5. 

Ouseque  ipfe  miferrima  i-idi, 
Et  quorum  pars  magna  fui. 

Quaeque  ipfe  mferrrmus  audi, 

Et  quorum  pars  magna  fui 

Omnia  tarn  audita  quam  vtfa  recta  diftinctione  enar- 
rare  hie  JEneas  profitetur ;  multa,  quorum  nox  ea 
fatalis  fola  confeia  fuit,  vir  probus  et  pius  tanquam 
vifa  referre  non  potuit. 

V.  Ver,  7. 

Quis  talia  fando 
Temperet  a  lacrymis  ? 
Quis  talia  fiendo 

Temperet  in  lacrymis  ? 

Major  enim  doloris  indicatio,  abfque  modo  lacrymarc, 
quam  folummodo  a  lacrymis  non  temperare. 

VI.  Ver.  9. 

Et  jam  nox  humida  coelo 
Praecipitat>  fuadentque  cadentia  fidera  fomnos. 

Et 
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Et  jam  nox  lumina  coelo 
Praecipitat,  fuadentque  latentia  fidera  fomnos. 
Lectio,  ljuniida,  vefpertinum   rorem    folum   inmiere 
videtur.  magis  mi   arridet  lumina,  quae  latentia  poft- . 
quam  pracipitantur,  Auroras  adventum  annunciant. 
Sed  fi  tantus  amor  cafus  cognofcere  no/lros, 
Et  breviter  Trojae  fupremum  audire  laborem. 

Sed  fi  tantus  amor  curas  cognofcere  noclis, 
Et  breve  ter  Trojse  fuper unique  audire  labor es. 
Cura  noclis  (fcilicet   noclis  excidii   Trojanii)    magis 
compendiofe  (vel,  ut  dixit  ipfe,  breviter)  totam  belli 
cataftrophen  denotat,   quam  diffufa  ilia  et  indetermi- 1 
nata  lectio,  cafus  no/lros.      Ter  audire  gratum  fuifle 
Didoni  patet  ex  Iibro  quarto,  ubi  dicitur,  lliacofquc- 
iterum  demens  audire  labor  es  Expofcit :   Ter  enim  pro 
fape  ufurpatur.      Troja,  fuperumque  labores,   re&e 
quia  non  tantum  homines  fed  et  Dii  iek  his  laboribus 
immifcuerunt.     Vide  ./En.  ii.  ver.  6 1  o,  etc. 

Quanquam  animus  meminiflfe  horret,  lucluque  re- 

Incipiam. 

Quanquam  animus  meminuTe  horret,  luclufque  re^ 
furgit. 
Refurgit  multo  proprius  dolordm  renafcentem  notat? 
quam,  ut  ha&enus,  refugiu 

VII.  Ver.  19. 
Fratli  bello,  fatifque  repulfi 
Du&ores  Danaum,  tot  jam  labentibus  annis, 

u  4.  Inltar 
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Inftar  montis  Equum,  divina  Palladis  arte, 
JEdificant etc. 

Tracli  bello,  fatifque  repulfi. 
Tracli  et  repulfi,  Antithefis  perpulchra!    Fracli  frigide 
et  vulgariter. 

Equum  jam  Trojanum  (ut  vulgus  loquitur)  adea- 
mus  ;  quem  fi  Equam  Grcccam  vocabis,  lector,  mi- 
nime  pecces ;  folse  eniin  femellae  utero  geftant. 
Uterumque  armato  milite  compknt —  Vteroque  rccujfo 
Jnfonuere  cava — Atque  utero  fonitum  quater  arma 
dedere—lnclufos  utero  Danaos,  etc.  Vox  fata  non 
convenit  maribus, — Scandit  fetalis  machina  muros, 
Fceta  armis — Palladem  virginem,  equo  mari  fabri- 
cando  invigilare  decuiife,  quis  putet  ?  Incredibile 
prorfus !  quamobrem  exiftimo  veram  equa  lectionem 
pamm  reftituendam,  nifi  ubi  forte,  metri  caufa,  equum 
potius  quam  equam,  genus  pro  fexu,  dixit  Maro.  Vale ! 
dum  hasc  paucula  corriges,  majus  opus  moveo  '". 

*  There  is  much  pleafantry  in  fuppofwg  it  fhould  be  the  Trojan 
Mare,  and  not  Horfe  ;  and  in  the  reafons  afiigned  for  this  new 
reading.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  altering  teftls  for  ledis.  v.  63  r. 
1.  1.  ;  and  of  altering  opes  for  oves,  v.  4.  1.  3.  W/.rton. 

In  Bentley's  Milton,  though  fome  of  the  emendations  deftrve 
praife,  there  arc  corrections  as  abfurd  as  thefe.  Bentley  was  fuf- 
ficiently  laughed  at ;  in  ridicule  of  his  emendations,  at  the  time, 
appeared  fome  pleafant  banters,  in  his  own  mode  of  critical  deci- 
fion. — I  will  make  one  extract  : 

How  often  from  the  ftecp 
Of  echoing  hill,  or  thicket,  have  we  heard 
Celcftial  voices  to  the  mid-night  air, 
Sole,  or  refponfive. 

(From 
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(From  the  Jeep  of,  &c.) 
"  At   firft   reading,   this   (fays  the   critic)   (hikes  one   as  the 
ct  Jleep  of  a  thicket.     The  author  muft  have  given  it  thus  :   How 
11  often  from  the  Top  of  echoing  bill,  or  from  thicket"  Sec 
(To  the  mid-night  air) 
"   Tt  fhould  he  at  the  mid-night  hour," 
he  would  have  faid 

Celeflial voices,  jufl  at  twelve  o'clock, 
but  he  prudently  confidtred  clocks  were  not  then  invented." 

Readings  almod  as  ridiculous  have  been  very  often  recommend- 
ed ferioufly  and  fagacioufly  by  men,  who  have  no  feeling  for  the 
real  beauties  of  poetry,  particularly  in  fome  paflages  of  Shake- 
fpear. 

Could  one  believe,  that  a  gentleman,  with  as  much  real  feeling 
and  taite,  as  the  late  beautiful  compofer  of  Exeter,  Jackfou, 
fhould  imagine  he  had  completely  reilored  Shaktfpear's  meaning, 
when  he  turned  a  ftriking,  forcible,  and  almolt  harrowing 
image,  into  the  Jlaltejl  and   tamcil   profe- Lear  fays,    in  his 

agony : 

Th'  untenled  ivoundings  of  a  father's  curfe. 

Language  cannot  produce  any  thing  fo  expreffive  of  agonifing 

feelings.      Tent   is  ufed  by  furgeons  in  ail  <wounds  of  the   bodjr. 

The  image  is  carried  to  the  mind. — Jackfon  propofes  to  read, 

The  untender  woundings ! 

Shakefpeare  fays, 

Sound  mullc,come  my  queen  take  lords  with  me, 

And  rock  the  ground  whereon  thefe  fleepers  be. 

Mid-Sum.  Dream. 

A  metaphor   very  obvious,  from   **  rocking  to  founder  fleep." 

Could  one  believe  a  commentator  could    ferioufly    fay,  "  Knock 

the   ground,"     becaufe  the   dancing   of  the   tiney  elves   could 

not  Jhaie  the  ground  ! 

"  And  knock  the  ground  whereon  thefe  fleepers  be?" 
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STRADLING  versus  STILES. 

Le  Report  del  Cafe  argue  en  le  commen  Banke 
devant  touts  les  Juftices  de  mefme  le  Banke,  en 
le  quart  an  du  raygne  de  Roy  Jacques,  entre 
Matthew  Stradling,  Plant,  et  Peter  Styles,  Def.  en 
un  Action  propter  certos  Equos  coloratos,  Anglice, 
ppeD  ^Otfe£,  poll,  per  le  dit  Matthew  vers  le  dit 

Peter, 

Le  recitel  ^E  John  Swale,  of  Swale-Hall,  ttl  Swale 
del  Cafe.      ^^   f ftff  ^   ^  mm  g^  ^  mfl^ 

gig  Iaff  Wll  an&  Ceffamew:  3In  tojjtclj,  among 

otijcc 

a  This  humourous  report  was  written  by  Mr.  Fortefcue. 

Warton. 

Fortefcue  was  afterwards  a  Judge.  He  was  very  intimate  with 

Pope  and  Gay,  particularly  Gay  :  he  was  a  man  of  great  humour, 

talents,  and  integrity.     He  is  mentioned  by  Jarvis  in  a  letter  to 

Pope,  where,  fpeaking  of  Lady  M.  W.  M.,  he  fays,  - 

"  Sedente  Gayo,  et  ridentc  Fortefcuo." 


300  STRADLING  versus  STILES. 
Other  23cqueflf<*,  ftmS  t\ji?\  viz.  Out  of  the  kind  Love 
and  Refpect  that  I  bear  unto  my  much  honoured 
and  good  Friend  Mr.  Matthew  Stradling,  Gent.  I  do 
bequeath  unto  the  iaid  Matthew  StradU>;g,  Gent,  all 
my  black  and  white  Horfcs.     Z,\jt  Ccffator  gjad  fir 

black  i>)ot frs,  fir  \v\jitt  teorfcg,  and  Gjr  pucd  fporfe^ 
■Zf)t  debate  therefore  tons?,  tofiftger  or 

Lt  Point. 

m  tljc  faid  Matthew  Stradling  HjOiilD  DalJC 
tljc  faid  pped  teotfcg  up  Virtue  of  tije  faid  )£equcu\ 

Atkins  apprentice  pour  le  PL  iTJou  fcmule 

Pour  1c  PI. 

que  Ie  PL  recobera* 

3nd  firtt  of  all  it  feemetg  expedient  to  confider 
toftat  10  tf)t  Nature  of  Horfes,  ant)  alfo  tofiat  tg  Hje 
Nature  of  Colours ;  antj  fo  tj&e  Argument  toill  con= 
fequentlp  dibide  itfelf  in  a  ttoofold  map,  tljat  is  to 
fap,  tfie  Formal  Part,  and  Subftantial  Part.  Horfes 
are  tfie  Subftantial  Part,  or  tljing  bequeathed :  Black 
and  White  tf)t  Formal  or  defcripribe  part* 

Horfe,  in  a  pJjpCcal  6)enfe,  OotJj  import  a  certain 
Quadrupede  or  four-footed  Animal,  which,  by  the 
apt  and  regular  Difpofition  of  certain  proper  and 

convenient 
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convenient  Parts,  is  adapted,  fitted  and  conflituted 
for  the  Ufe  and  Need  of  Man.  $Jen,  fo  nceeffarp 
ana  contiuciue  rimes  tljtg  animal  conceited  to  be  to 
tije  Befioof  of  tije  Cammonrueal,  tftat  funorp  ana 
tnoerg  M$  of  parliament  ijafec,  from  time  to  time, 
been  maoe  in  Favour  of  Horfes. 

1  ft  Edward  VI.  tfafcrS  tf)c  rranfparti'nfr  of  Horfes 
out  of  t§c  ftitiioom  no  lef£  a  j^cnalrp  tjjan  tfie 
.forfeiture  of  40I. 

2d  and  3d  Edward  VI.  Cate  from  Horfe-ftealeW 
t!)e  15encfit  of  tfcrir  Clergy 

And  the  Statutes  of  the  27th  and  33d  of  Hen, 
VIII.  conoefcena  fo  far  ao  to  take  Care  of  t!jnr 
Ucrp  Breed:  E[)efe  our  teife  tfneefforg  Bruatntfn 
forcfreiug,  tljat  tljrp  coulD  not  better  talie  care  of 
tljeir  atom  potferitp,  r&an  bp  alfo  rafting  care  of 
Ujat  of  tl)?ir  Horfes. 

3 no  of  fo  great  (£frcem  are  Horfes  in  rfje  6pc  of 
tljt  Common  fiatr,  tliat  teljfii  a  Knight  of  the  Bath 
commimtfj  anp  great  ana  nio:moit0  Crime,  Jjigf 
punitlnncm  i?  to  Oa'ce  Us  Spurs  chopt  off  with  a 

Cleaver, 
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Cleaver,  being,  a£  ipaffer-Braclon  toell  obferbetl), 

unworthy  to  ride  on  a  Horfe. 

Littleton,  Sect.  315.  faith,  3!f  Cenantg  in  <£om= 
mon  ma&e  a  Heafe  referring  for  Eent  a  Horfe, 
tl^cp  0)aii  haue  but  one  SCO^e,  betaufe,  faith  the 
Book,  tf)e  ilaVo  toill  not  Lifter  a  Horfe  to  be  fevered: 
anorher  argument  of  tofiat  high  CDHimation  the 
&ato  mailed)  of  an  l[)oife» 

But  ad  tr»e  great  ^Difference  fermeth  not  to  be 
fo  much  toucljing'tljs  fubffantial  part,  Horfes,  let 
tf0  proceed  to  ti)e  formal  or  cefcrtpribe  ]& art,  viz. 
Chat  i^oiTc0  tDep  are  that  come  \x>it$in  tljig  15c- 
qmtf. 

CoiCiirgi  are  tommonljJ  of  various  Kinds  and  dif- 
ferent Sorts;  of  \vhkh  White  and  Black  nre  tfie 
ttv>o  CjmnucS,  ana  confcquentlp  comprehend  within 
them  all  other  Colours  whatsoever. 

JBp  a  Xccciucff  therefore  of  black  and  white  Horfes, 

or  pyed  Horfes  may  well  pafs ;  for  toljetl  ttoo 

cmcmea,  or  icmotclf  Cuo0,  of  anij  thing  are 

oefcifet!,  the  Juyu,  up  common  Sutenomcnt,  tmU 

intend 


STRADLING  versus  STILES.  303 
itltrtU)  whatfoever  is  contained  between  them  to  be 
devifed  too. 

But  cfje  prefcut  Cafe  \$  trill  ffeongcr,  coming 
nor  onip  toithin  tf>c  TnmiDment,  but  alfo  t))zbz:u 
Letter  of  tJje  2£!oj0?, 

y&p  t!ic  Lt'orU  Black,  all  tijz  IjDorfcs  tl)at  arc 
Black  are  devifed;  lop  tije  C£'.orD  White,  are  DC- 
t»ifrti  ti  ofc  tfjat  are  White;  attft  up  rl)e  fame toorocf, 
toitft  ttje  Conjunction  copjlatioc,  And,  uettoeeu 
tlitm,  the-  Horfes  that  are  Black  and  White,  t&at  i£ 
to  fan,  Pyed,  are  devifed  alfo. 

CGijatebec  10  Black  and  White  i$  Pyed,  ailO  to^ar* 
tfjer  18  Pyed  far  Black  and  White;  ergo,  Black  and 
White  !$  Pyed,  anD,  v/tf  ^r/2?,  Pyed  10  Black  and 

White. 

3if  tijerefo.e  Black  and  White  Horfes  are  fctfctfeO, 
Pyed  Horfes  mall  pafs  by  fuch  Devife ;  but  Black 
and  White  Horfes  are  devifed ;  ergo  the  PL  fhall  have 
the  Pyed  Horfes.  v 

Pourk    Catlyne  Serjeant,  i£op  ftmble   aP    toiu 

Defend. 

trarp,    CJje  Jplaintift  fhall   not  have  the 
1  Pyei 
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Pyed  Horfes  by  Intendment ;  for  if  bp  tf)t  SDebife 
of  Black  and  White  Horfes,  not  onlp  ISIatfe  ano 
Z£.§itt  ^orfcs,  but  l^orfeg  of  anp  Colour,  be- 
tlneen  tljcfe  rtno  Crtremeg,  map  pate,  then  not 
only  Pyed  and  Grey  Horfes,  but  alfo  Red  or  Bay 
Horfes  would  pafs  likewife,  which  would  be  abfurd, 
and  againft  Reafon.  3nt»  t\ji$  i0  auotftec  (hong 
SScgttlltent  in  ilaYo,  MM,  quod  eft  centra  rationem, 
eft  licitum  ;  for  Reafon  is  the  Life  of  the  Law,  nap, 
tf)t  Common  Law  is  nothing  but  Reafon  ;  toljicl}  10 
tO  be  MloerffoOL)  of  artificial  Perfection  and  Reafon 
gotten  bp  long  &>tuap  ano  not  of  Man's  natural 
Reafon  ;  for  ne?no  nafcitur  Artifex,  and  Legal  Reafon 
eft  Jumma  rath;  ano  therefore  if  all  tlje  Heafou 
that  10  iufperfeo  into  fo  nmnp  Different  tecao0, 
tocre  unireo  into  one,  ije  eonlo  not  make  fucfj  a 
Lato  a0  t!je  Lam  of  England;  becaufe  bp  manp 
feuttcflloniS  of  3geo  it  lja0  been  fiyeo  ano  rcftreU 
bp  gvaoc  ano  leatneo  *|>en >  fo  tfjat  tl)e  olD  llule 
man  be  bcrifieO  Ul  It,  Neminem  oportet  ejfc  legibus  fa* 
pientlorem. 

20  therefore  pyed  Horfes  bo  not  tome  toitljin  t%t 
Jntenomrnt  of  tj)e  15equeft,  fo  nritljet  bo  tbqi 
tomfun  tlje  lletter  of  tlje  tfEorb0. 

2  pyed 
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Z  pyed   Horfe  i3  not  a  white  Horfe,  neither  10  a 
pyed  a  black  Horfe ;    Jjato  tjjen  rati  pyed  Horfes 
come  mi&cr  t£e  2L'.or&$  of  black  and  white  Horfes  ? 

Befitoe0,  tofjert  Ciittom  ftatlj  aoapre-j  a  certain 
Determinate  jSame  ro  am;  one  tjjmg,  m  all  De- 
t»ife0,  JFcofmcnt0,  aiO  Craate ,  that  certain  Name 
(hall  be  made  ufe  of,  and  no  uncertain  circumlocu- 
tory Defcriptions  fhall  be  allowed ;  for  Certainty  iss 
t\jc  .father  of  IRigrjr,  ana  tnc  .]'Oiijer  of  Suffice* 

Le  refte  del  Argument  jeo  ne  pouvois  oyer,  car 
jeo  fui  diflurb  en  mon  place. 

iLe  Court  futr  longement  en  tiouut'  tie  c'cH 
Q^flttec;  et  apres  grant)  Deliberation  eu, 

Judgment  fttit  bonne  pour  le  \&h  nifi  caufa. 

Motion  in  Arrefi:  of  Judgment,  t|)at  tljt  pyed 
Horfes  were  Mares;  an-)  t&ereupoil  an  Infpe&ion 
was  prayed. 

Ct  fur  CCO  le  Cou:t  advifare  vult. 


VOL.  VI. 


E  m  ] 

MEMOIRS    OF   P.  P/ 

CLERK  OF  THIS  PARISH. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  Original  of  the  following  extraordinary  Treatife  con- 
fided of  two  large  Volumes  in  Folio  •,  which  might  juftly 
be  entitled,  The  Importance  of  a  Alan  to  Himfelf:  But,  as  it 
can  be  of  very  little  to  any  body  befides,  I  have  contented 
myfelf  to  give  only  this  fhort  Abftraft  of  it,  as  a  Tafteof 
the  true  Spirit  of  Memoir-Writers. 

T  n  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  Amen.     I,  P.  P.  by  the 

Grace  of  God,  Clerk  of  this  Parifh,  writeth  this 

Hiftory, 

Ever 

a  It  was  impofiible  but  that  fuch  a  hiflory  as  Burnet's,  which 
thefe  Memoirs  are  intended  to  ridicule,  relating  recent  events,  fo 
near  the  time  of  their  tranfaction,  mould  be  vavioufly  reprefented 
by  the  violent  parties  that  have  agitated  and  difgraced  this  coun- 
try ;  though  thefe  parties  arife  from  the  very  nature  of  our  free 
government.  Accordingly  this  Prelate's  Hiftory  of  his  own  Time 
was  as  much  vilified  and  depreciated  by  the  Tories  as  praifed  and 
magnified  by  the  Whigs.  As  he  related  the  adtions  of  a  Perfecutor 
and  a  Benefactor,  he  was  accufed  of  partiality,  injuftice,  malignity, 
flattery,  and  falfehood.  Bevil  Higgens,  and  Lord  Lanfdown,  and 
others,  wrote  remarks  on  him  ;  as  did  the  great  Lord  Peterbo- 
rough, whofe  animadverfions,  as  his  amanuenfis,  a  Mr.  Hollpway, 
allured  me,  were  very  fevere ;  they  were  never  publifhtd.  As  Burnet 
was  much  trufted  and  confulted  by  King  William,  and  had  a 
great  fhare  in  bringing  about  the  Revolution,  his  Narrations,  it 
mud  b*  owned,  hav«  a  flrong   tincture  of  felf-iroportance  and 

x  z  egotifm, 
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Ever  fince  I  arrived  at  the  age  of  difcretion,  I  had 
a  call  to  take  upon  me  the  function  of  a  Parifh-clerk ; 
and  to  that  end  it  feemed  unto  me  meet  and  profit- 
able to  aflbciate  myfelf  with  the  parifh-clerks  of  this 
Land ;  fuch  I  mean  as  were  right  worthy  in  their 
calling,  men  of  a  clear  and  fwcet  voice,  and  of  be- 
coming gravity. 

Now  it  came  to  pafs,  that  I  was  born  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  Anno  Domini  1655,  the  year  wherein  our 
worthy  benefactor,  Efquire  Bret,  did  add  one  Bell  to 
the  ring  of  this  Parifh.  So  that  it  hath  b  :i  wittily 
faid,  "  That  one  and  the  fame  day  did  give  to  this 
"  our  Church,  two  rare  gifts,  its  great  Bell  and  its 
"  Clerk V 

Even 

egotifm.  Thefe  two  qualities  are  chiefly  expofed  in  thefe  Memoirs. 
Hume  and  Dalrymple  have  taken  occafion  to  cenfure  him.  After 
all,  he  was  a  man  of  great  abilities,  of  much  opennefs  and  franknefs 
of  nature,  of  much  courtefy  and  benevolence,  indefatigable  in  his 
ftudies,  and  in  performing  conftantly  the  duties  of  Ills  ftation.  His 
character  is  finely  drawn  by  the  Marquis  of  Halifax ;  one  para- 
graph of  which  is  too  remarkable  to  be  omitted  :  "His  indifference 
for  preferment,  his  contempt  not  only  of  fplendor,  but  of  all  unne- 
ceffary  plenty  ;  his  degrading  himfelf  to  the  lowed  and  moll:  painful 
duties  of  his  calling  ;  are  fuch  unprelatical  qualities,  that  let  him  be 
never  fo  orthodox  in  other  things,  in  thefe  he  mull  be  a  Diflenter." 
Few  perfons  or  prtlates  would  have  had  the  boldnefs  and  hontlly 
to  write  fuch  a  remonflrance  to  Charles  II.  on  his  difl'olute  life  and 
manners,  as  did  Burnet  in  the  year  1680.  We  may  eafily  guefs 
what  the  fycophants  of  that  profligate  court,  and  their  profligate 
mafter,  faid  and  thought  of  the  piety  and  freedom  of  this  letter. 

Warton. 

k  There  is  certainly  great  humour  in  this  narrative.     Burnet's 

political  principles  were  in  direct  oppofition  to  thofe  of  Pope ; 

and 


CLERK  OF  THIS  PARISH.         309 

Even  when  I  was  at  fchool,  my  miftrefs  did  ever 
extol  me  above  the  reft  of  the  youth,  in  that  I  had  a 
laudable  voice.  And  it  was  furthermore  obferved, 
that  I  took  a  kindly  affection  unto  that  Black  letter  in 
which  our  Bibles  are  printed.  Yea,  often  did  I  ex- 
ercife  myfelf  in  fmging  godly  ballads,  fuch  as,  The 
Lady  and  Death,  The  Children  in  the  Wood,  and  Chevy 
Chace ;  and  not,  like  other  children,  in  lewd  and 
trivial  ditties.  Moreover,  while  I  was  a  boy,  I  al- 
ways adventured  to  lead  the  pfalm  next  after  Mailer 
William  Harris,  my  predecelfor,  who  (it  muft  be 
confefled  to  the  Glory  of  God)  was  a  moft  excellent 
Parifh-clerk  in  that  his  day. 

Yet  be  it  acknowledged,  that  at  the  age  of  fixteen 
I  became  a  Company -keeper,  being  led  into  idle  con- 
verfation  by  my  extraordinary  love  to  Ringing ;  in- 
fomuch,  that  in  a  fhort  time  I  was  acquainted  with 
every  fet  of  Bells  in  the  whole  country :  Neither 
could  I  be  prevailed  upon  to  abfent  myfelf  from 
Wakes,  being  called  thereunto  by  the  harmony  of 
the  fteeple.  While  I  was  in  thefe  focieties,  I  gave 
myfelf  up  to  unfpiritual  paftimes,  fuch  as  wreftling, 
dancing,  and  cudgel-playing ;  fo  that  I  often  returned 
to  my  father's  houfe  with  a  broken  pate.     I  had  my 

head 

and  his  learning  and  eloquence  are  fuch,  that  we  may  fay,  pointed 
as  Pope's  weapon  is,  in  the  energetic  language  of  Johnfbn, 
"  The  fhaft  fell  harmlefs,  as  the  dart  of  Priam  from  the  fhield  of 
Achilles." 

x   3 
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head  broken  at  Milton  by  Thomas  Wyat,  as  we 
played  a  bout  or  two  for  an  Hat  that  was  edged  with 
filver  galloon.  But  in  the  year  following  I  broke  the 
head  of  Henry  Stubbs,  and  obtained  a  hat  not  inferior 
to  the  former.  At  Yelverton  I  encountered  George 
Cummins,  Weaver,  and  behold  my  head  was  broken 
a  fecond  time !  At  the  wake  of  Waybrook  I  engaged 
William  Simkins,  Tanner,  when  lo !  thus  was  my 
head  broken  a  third  time,  and  much  blood  trickled 
therefrom.  But  I  adminiftered  to  my  comfort,  fay- 
ing within  myfelf,  "  What  man  is  there,  howfoever 
"  dextrous  in  any  craft,  who  is  for  aye  on  his  guard?" 
A  week  after  I  had  a  bafe-born  child  laid  unto  me  ; 
for  in  the  days  of  my  youth  I  was  looked  upon  as  a 
follower  of  venereal  fantafies  :  Thus  was  I  led  into  fin 
by  the  comelinefs  of  Sufanna  Smith,  who  firffc  tempted 
me,  and  then  put  me  to  fhame ;  for  indeed  me  was 
a  maiden  of  a  feducing  eye,  and  pleafant  feature. 
I  humbled  myfelf  before  the  Juflice,  I  acknowledged 
my  crime  to  our  Curate ;  and  to  do  away  mine 
offences,  and  make  her  fome  atonement,  was  joined 
to  her  in  holy  wedlock  on  the  fabbath-day  follow- 
ing. 

How  often  do  thofe  things  which  feem  unto  us 
misfortunes,  redound  to  our  advantage!  For  the  Mi- 
nifter  (who  had  long  looked  on  Sufanna  as  the  mofl 
lovely  of  his  parifhioners)  liked  fo  well  of  my  demean- 
our, that  he  recommended  me  to  the  honour  of  being 

his 
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his  Clerk,  which  was  then  become  vacant  by  the  de- 
ceafe  of  good  Matter  William  Harris. 

Here  ends  thefirji  chapter  ;  after  which  follow  fifty 
•rjixty  pages  of  his  amours  in  general,  and  that  parti- 
cular one  with  Sufanna  his  prefent  Wife  ;  but  I  proceed 
to  chapter  the  ninth. 

No  fooner  was  I  elected  into  mine  office,  but  I 
layed  afide  the  powdered  gallantries  of  my  youth, 
and  became  a  new  man.  I  confidered  myfelf  as  in 
fome  wife  of  ecclefiaftical  dignity,  fince  by  wearing  a 
band,  which  is  no  fmall  part  of  the  ornament  of  our 
Clergy,  I  might  not  unworthily  be  deemed,  as  it 
were,  a  fhred  of  the  linen  veftment  of  Aaron. 

Thou  may'ft  conceive,  O  Reader,  with  what  con- 
cern I  perceived  the  eyes  of  the  congregation  fixed 
upon  me,  when  I  firft  took  my  place  at  the  feet  of 
the  Prieft.  When  I  raifed  the  pfalm,  how  did  my 
voice  quiver  for  fear!  And  when  I  arrayed  the 
moulders  of  the  Minifter  with  the  furplice,  how  did 
my  joints  tremble  under  me!  I  faid  within  myfelf, 
'<  Remember,  Paul,  thou  ftandeft  before  men  of  high 
"  worfhip,  the  wife  Mr.  Juftice  Freeman,  the  grave 
"  Mr.  Juftice  Tonfon,  the  good  Lady  Jones,  and  the 
"  two  virtuous  Gentlewomen  her  daughters,  nay  the 
w  great  Sir  Thomas  Truby,  Knight  and  Baronet,  and 
w  my  young  Mafter  the  Efquire,  who  ihall  one  day 
"  be  Lord  of  this  Manor :"  Notwithftanding  which, 
it  was  my  good  hap  to  acquit  myfelf  to  the  good 

x  4  liking 
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liking  of  the  whole  congregation  j  but  the  Lord  for- 
bid I  fhould  glory  therein. 

The  next  chapter  contains  an  account  how  he  dif 
charged  the  fevered  duties  of  his  office  ;  in  particular  he 
infifls  on  the  following  : 

I  was  determined  to  reform  the  manifold  Corrup- 
tions and  Abufes  which  had  crept  into  the  Church. 

Firft,  I  was  efpecially  fevere  in  whipping  forth  dogs 
from  the  Temple,  all  excepting  the  lap-dog  of  the 
good  widow  Howard,  a  fober  Dog  which  yelped  not, 
nor  was  there  offence  in  his  mouth. 

Secondly,  I  did  even  proceed  to  morofenefs,  though 
fore  againit  my  heart,  unto  poor  babes,  in  tearing 
from  them  the  half-eaten  apples  which  they  privily 
munced  at  Church.  But  verily  it  pity'd  me,  for  I 
remembered  the  days  of  my  youth. 

Thirdly,  With  the  fweat  of  my  own  hands,  I  did 
make  plain  and  fmooth  the  dogs-ears  throughout  our 
great  Bible. 

Fourthly,  The  pews  and  benches,  which  were  for- 
merly fwept  but  once  in  three  years,  I  caufed  every 
Saturday  to  be  fwept  with  a  befom  and  trimmed. 

Fifthly  and  laflly,  I  caufed  the  furplice  to  be  neatly 
darned,  warned,  and  laid  in  frefh  lavender,  (yea,  and 
fometimes  to  be  fprinkled  with  rofe- water,)  and  I  had 
great  laud  and  praife  from  all  the  neighbouring 
Clergy,  forafmuch  as  no  parifti  kept  the  Minifler  in 

cleaner  linen : 

Not- 
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Notivithjianding  theft  his  public  cares,  in  the  eleventh 
chapter  he  informs  us  he  did  not  neglecl  his  ufual  occu- 
pations as  a  handy craftfman. 

Shoes,  faith  he,  did  I  make,  (and,  if  intreated, 

mend,)  with  good  approbation.    Faces  alfo  did  I  fhave, 

and  I  clipped  the  hair.    Chirurgery  alfo  I  praclifed  in 

the  worming  of  Dogs ;  but  to  bleed  ventured  I  not, 

except  the  poor.     Upon  this  my  twofold  profeffion, 

there   palled   among   men   a   merry  tale   delectable 

enough  to  be  rehearfed :  How  that  being  overtaken 

with  liquor  one  Saturday  evening,  I  fhaved  the  Prieft 

with  Spanifh  blacking  for  fhoes  inflead  of  a  wafhball, 

and  with  lamp-black  powdered  his  perriwig.     But 

thefe  were  fayings  of  men,  delighting  in  their  own 

conceits  more  than  in  the  truth.    For  it  is  well  known, 

that  great  was  my  care  and  fkill  in  thefe  my  crafts ; 

yea,  I  once  had  the  honour  of  trimming  Sir  Thomas 

himfelf,  without  fetching  blood.    Furthermore,  I  was 

fought  unto  to  geld  the  Lady  Frances  her  Spaniel, 

which  was  wont  to  go  aflray :  He  was  called  Toby, 

that  is  to  fay,  Tobias,     And  3dly,  I  was  entrufled 

with  a  gorgeous  pair  of  fhoes  of  the  faid  Lady,  to  fet 

an  heel-piece  thereon ;   and  I  received  fuch   praife 

therefore,  that  it  was  faid  all  over  the  Parifh,  I  mould 

be  recommended d  unto  the  King  to  mend  fhoes  for  his 

Majefty :  whom  God  preferve !  Amen. 

The 

*  Honeft  Tom  Corgate  hath  written  many  things  in  fimple 

earntll,  after  the  vein   and  manner  of  this  ironical  diicourfe.     Sec 

Letters  from  India,  Corgate's  Crudities. 

"J  had 
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The  reft  of  this  chapter  I  purpofely  omit,  for  it  mufl 
be  owned  when  he  fpeaks  as  a  Shoemaker  he  is  'very 
abfurd.  He  talks  of  Mofes's  pulling  off  his  fhoes,  of 
tanning  the  hides  of  the  Bulls  of  Bafan,  of  S'wion  the 
Tanner,  etc.  and  takes  up  four  or  Jive  pages  to  prove, 
that,  when  the  Apoftlcs  were  injlrucled  to  travel  with- 
out fhoes,  the  precept  did  not  extend  to  their  fucceffors. 

The  next  chapter  relates  how  he  difcovered  a  Thief 
with  a  Bible  and  key,  and  experimented  verfes  of  the 
Pfalms  that  had  cured  Agues. 

I  pafs  over  many  others  which  inform  us  of  parifh 
affairs  only,  fuch  as  of  the  SucceJJion  of  Curates ;  a  lift 

"  I  had  almoft  forgotten  (he  fays,  in  the  fame  tone  of  folemn 
and  fimple  egotifm)  one  memorable  matter  to  impart  unto  you. 

"  About  the  middle  of  the  way  between  Spahen  and  Lahore, 
juft  about  the  frontiers  of  Perfia  and  India,  I  met  Sir  Robert 
Shirley  and  his  lady,  travailing  from  the  court  of  the  Mogul,  to 
the  king  of  Perfia's  court,  &c. 

"  There  did  they  fhew  mee,  to  my  fingular  contentment,  both 
my  books  neatly  kept ;  and  had  promifed  to  fhew  them,  efpecially 
mine  itineraries  to  the  Perfian  king ;  and  to  interpret  unto  him 
fome  of  the  principal  matters  in  the  Turkifh  tongue,  to  the  end 
I  may  have  the  more  gracious  accefs  unto  him  after  my  return 
thither.  For  though  I  have  determined  (by  God's  help)  to 
return  to  Aleppo. 

"  Bothe  he  and  his  lady  us'd  me  with  fingular  refpeft,  efpecially 
his  lady,  who  bellowed  forty  (hillings  upon  me,  in  Perfian  money  ! 
and  they  fetm'd  to  exult  for  joy  to  fee  me,  having  promis'd  to  bring 
me  in  good  grace  with  the  Ptrfian  king,  and  that  they  will  induce 
him  to  confer  fome  princely  lenejits  upon  me:Athis  1  hope  will  be 
partly  occafioned  by  my  book,  for  he  is  fuch  a  jocund  prince,  that  he 
will  not  be  merely  delighted  with  divers  of  my  facetious  hierogly. 
phici,  if  they  be  truly  and  genuinely  expounded  unto  him." 
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of  the  weekly  Texts  ;  what  Pfalms  he  chofe  on  proper 
occafions  ;  and  what  Children  were  born  and  bury'd : 
The  laji  of  which  articles  he  concludes  thus  : 

That  the  fhame  of  women  may  not  endure,  I  fpeak 
not  of  Baftards;  neither  will  I  name  the  Mothers, 
although  thereby  I  might  delight  many  grave  women 
of  the  parifh :  Even  her  who  hath  done  penance  in 
the  meet  will  I  not  mention,  forafmuch  as  the  church 
hath  been  witnefs  of  her  difgrace :  Let  the  father, 
who  hath  made  due  compofition  with  the  Church- 
wardens to  conceal  his  infirmitv,  reft  in  peace  j  my 
pen  mail  not  bewray  him,  for  I  alfo  have  finned. 

The  next  chapter  contains  what  he  calls  a  great  Rc- 
i-dut'wn  in  the  Church,  part  of  which  I  tranfcribe. 

Now  was  the  long  expected  Time  arrived,  when  the 
Pialms  of  King  David  mould  be  hymned  unto  the 
fame  tunes  to  which  he  played  them  upon  his  harp : 
(fo  was  I  informed  by  my  fmging-mafter,  a  man  right 
cunning  in  Pfalmody:)  Now  was  our  over-abundant 
quaver  and  trilling  done  away,  and  in  lieu  thereof  was 
inftituted  the  Sol-fa,  in  fuch  guife  as  is  fung  in  his 
Majefly's  Chapel.  We  had  London  Singing-mafters 
fent  into  every  parifii,  like  unto  Excifemen ;  and  I 
alfo  was  ordained  to  adjoin  myfelf  unto  them,  though 
an  unworthy  difciple,  in  order  to  inflruct  my  fellow- 
parifhioners  in  this  new  manner  of  Worfhip.  What 
though  they  accufed  me  of  humming  through  the 
1  noflril, 
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noftril,  as  a  Sackbut ;  yet  would  I  not  forego  that 
harmony,  it  having  been  agreed  by  the  worthy  parifh- 
clerks  of  London  Hill  to  preferve  the  fame.  I  tutored 
the  young  men  and  maidens  to  tune  their  voices  as  it 
were  a  pfaltery ;  and  the  Church  on  the  Sunday  was 
filled  with  thefe  new  Hallelujahs. 

Then  follow  full feventy  chapters,  containing  an  exacl 
detail  of  the  Law  fuits  of  the  Parfon  and  his  Parijhioners 
concerning  tythes,  and  near  a  hundred  pages  left  blank , 
with  an  earnefl  defire  that  the  hiftory  might  be  com- 
pleted by  any  of  his  fucceffors,  in  whofe  times  thefe 
fuits  mould  be  ended. 

The  next  chapter  contains  an  account  of  the  Briefs  read 
in  the  church,  and  the  funis  collecled  upon  each.  For 
the  reparation  of  nine  churches,  collected  at  nine 
feveral  times,  2s.  and  7|d.  For  fifty  families  ruined 
by  fire,  is.  odf.  For  an  inundation,  a  King  Charles's 
groat  given  by  Lady  Frances,  etc. 

In  the  next  he  laments  the  difufe  of  Wedding-fermons, 
and  celebrates  the  benefit  arifingfrom  thofe  at  Funerals, 
concluding  with  thefe  words  :  Ahl  let  not  the  relations 
of  the  deceafed  grudge  the  fmall  expence  of  an  hat- 
band, a  pair  of  gloves,  and  ten  (hillings,  for  the  fatis- 
faclion  they  are  fure  to  receive  from  a  pious  Divine, 
that  their  fatlier,  brother,  or  bofom  wife,  are  cer- 
tainly in  heaven. 

In 
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In  another j  he  draws  a  panegyrick  on  one  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Wilkins  ;  but  after  great  encomiums  concludes,  that 
notwithfianding  all,  {he  was  an  unprofitable  velTel, 
being  a  barren  woman,  and  never  once  having  fur- 
niflicd  God's  church  with  a  chriftenin^. 

We  find  in  another  chapter,  how  he  was  much  Jl ag- 
ger ed  in  his  belief,  and  dijiurbed  in  his  confidence,  by  an 
Oxford  ficholar,  who  had  proved  to  him  by  logick,  that 
Animals  might  have  rational,  nay,  immortal  fouls; 
but  how  he  was  again  comforted  with  the  reflection, 
that,  if  fo,  they  might  be  allowed  Chriflian  burial, 
and  greatly  augment  the  fees  of  the  parifh. 

In  the  two  following  chapters  he  is  overpowered  with 
Vanity.     We  are  told,  how  he  was  confitantly  admitted  to 
all  the  feafis  and  banquets  of  the  Church-officers,  and 
the  fpeeches  he  there  made  for  the  good  of  the  parifh. 
How  he  gave  hints  to  young  Clergymen  to  preach  ;  but 
above  all,  how  he  gave  a  Text  for  the  30th  of  January, 
which  occafioned  a  mofi  excellent  fiermon,  the  merits  of 
which  he  takes  entirely  to  himfclfi.  He  gives  an  account  of 
a  conference  he  had  with  the  Vicar  concerning  the  ufie  of 
Texts.  Let  a  preacher  (faith  he)  confider  the  aflembly 
before  whom  he  preacheth,  and  unto  them  adapt  his 
text.     Micah  the  iiid  and  1  ith  afFordeth  good  matter 
for  Courtiers  and  court-ferving  men.     The  heads  of 
the  land  judge  for  reward  ;  and  the  people  thereof  judge 
for  hire  ;  and  the  prophets  thereof  divine  for  money:  yet 
will  they  lean  upon  the  Lord,  and  fay,  Is  not  the  Lord 

anions: 
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among  us?  Were  the  firft  Minifter  to  appoint  a 
preacher  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  %  would  not 
he  be  wife  to  make  choice  of  thefe  words  ?  Give,  and 
it  Jhall  be  given  unto  ye.  Or  before  the  Lords,  Giving 
no  offence,  that  the  Mini/In  be  not  blamed,  i  Cor.  vi.  3. 
Or  praifmg  the  warm  zeal  of  an  Adminiftration,  Who 
maketh  his  Minifters  a  flaming  fire,  Pfalm  civ.  4.  We 
omit  many  other  of  his  texts,  as  too  tedious. 

From  this  period,  the  Jlyle  of  the  book  rifes  extremely. 
Before  the  next  chapter  ivas  pa/led  the  Effigies  of  Dr. 
Sacheverel,  and  I  found  the  oppofite  page  all  on  a  foam 
ivith  Politicks. 

We  are  now  (fays  he)  arrived  at  that  celebrated 
year,  in  which  the  Church  of  England  was  tried  in 
the  perfon  of  Dr.  Sacheverel f.    I  had  ever  the  intereft  - 
of  our  High-Church  at  heart,  neither  would  I  at  any 
fcafon  mingle  myfelf  in  the  Societies  of  Fanaticks, 

whom 

c  This  application  of  texts  is  equal  in  humour  to  what  is  fiifd 
on  the  fame  fnbjec.1  in  Eachard's  Contempt  of  the  Clergy  ;  a  work 
that  abounds  in  wit,  and  was  evidently  much  read  by  Swift.  It 
was  unfortunate  for  Dr.  Sheridan  that,  with  his  ufual  abfencc  of 
mind,  he  chofe  for  his  text,  to  a  fcrmon  on  the  acccflion  of  George  1 . 
"  Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof;"  little  imagining  any 
offence  could  be  taken.  Wartos- 

f  Bolingbroke,  fpeaking  of  Sacheverel,  in  his  Dedication  to 
Sir  Robeit  Walpole,  fays,  "  You  had  a  Sermon  to  condemn,  and 
a  Parfon  to  roaft  ;  for  that  I  think  was  the  decent  language  of  the 
time ;  and,  to  carry  on  the  allegory,  you  roaftcd  him  at  fo  fierce 
a  fire,  that  you  burnt  yourfclves;  your  arguments  being  confined 
to  the  propolitions  this  Preacher  had  advanced,  you  may  feepi  rather 
to  have  ju (lifted  rcfiflance,  or  the  means  employed  to  bring  about 
rhe  Revolution,  than  the  Revolution  itfelf."  Warton. 


CLERK  OF  THIS  PARISH.         319 

whom  I  from  my  infancy  abhorred,  more  than  the 
Heathen  or  Gentile.  It  was  in  thefe  days  I  bethought 
myfelf  that  much  profit  might  accrue  unto  our  parifb, 
and  even  unto  the  Nation,  could  there  be  anembled 
together  a  number  of  chofen  men  of  the  right  fpirit, 
who  might  argue,  refine  and  define,  upon  high  and 
great  matters.  Unto  this  purpofe,  I  did  inftitute  a 
weekly  Affembly  of  divers  worthy  men  at  the  Rofe 
and  Crown  Alehoufe,  over  whom  myfelf  (though 
unworthy)  did  prefide.  Yea,  I  did  read  unto  them 
the  Poft-boy  of  Mr.  Roper,  and  the  written  letter  of 
Mr.  Dyer,  upon  which  we  communed  afterwards 
among  ourfelves.  Our  fociety  was  compofed  of  the 
following  perfons :  Robert  Jenkins,  Farrier ;  Amos 
Turner,  Collar-maker ;  George  Pilcocks,  late  Excife- 
jnan ;  Thomas  White,  Wheel-wright  j  and  myfelf. 
Firft,  of  the  firft,  Robert  Jenkins. 

He  was  a  man  of  bright  parts  and  fhrewd  conceit, 
for  he  never  fhoed  an  horfe  of  a  Whig  or  a  Fanatick, 
but  he  lamed  him  forely. 

Amos  Turner,  a  worthy  perfon,  rightly  efteemed 
among  us  for  his  fufferings,  in  that  he  had  been 
honoured  in  the  flocks  for  wearing  an  Oaken  bough. 

George  Pilcocks,  a  fufferer  alfo ;  of  zealous  and 
laudable  freedom  of  Speech,  infomuch  that  his  occu- 
pation had  been  taken  from  him. 

Thomas  White,  of  good  repute  likewife,  for  that 

his  uncle,  by  the  Mother's  fide,  had,  formerly,  been 

fervitor  at  Maudlin  college,  where  the  glorious  Sache- 

verel  was  educated. 

Now 
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Now  were  the  eyes  of  all  the  parim  upon  thefe  our 
weekly  councils.  In  a  mort  fpace,  the  Minifter  came 
among  us ;  he  fpake  concerning  us  and  our  councils 
to  a  multitude  of  other  Miniflers  at  the  Vifitation,  and 
they  fpake  thereof  unto  the  Minifters  at  London,  fo 
that  even  the  Bifhops  heard  and  marvelled  thereat. 
Moreover  Sir  Thomas,  member  of  Parliament,  fpake 
of  the  fame  to  other  Members  of  Parliament ;  who 
fpake  thereof  unto  the  Peers  of  the  Realm.  Lo!  thus 
did  Our  councils  enter  into  the  hearts  of  our  Generals 
and  our  Law-givers ;  and  from  henceforth,  even  as 
we  devifed,  thus  did  they. 

After  this,  tljt  whole  book  is  turned  on  a  fudden  from 
his  own  Life,  to  a  Hiflory  of  all  the  Publick  Tranfaclions 
cf  Europe,  compiled  from  the  Newfpapers  of  thofe  times. 
I  could  not  comprehend  the  meaning  of  this,  till  I  per- 
ceived at  lafb  (to  my  no  fmall  aftoniJhment).that  all  the 
Meafurcs  of  the  fur  lajl  years  of  the  Queen,  together 
ivith  the  peace  at  Utrecht,  'which  have  been  ufually  at- 
tributed to  the  E —  of  0 — ,  D —  of  0 — ,  Lords  H — 
and  B — ,  and  other  great  men  ;  do  here  mojl  plainly 
appear  to  have  been  wholly  owing  to  Robert  Jenkins, 
Amos  Turner,  George  Pilcocks,  Thomas  White,  but  above 
all,  to  P.  P. 

The  reader  may  be  fare  I  was  very  inquifilive  after 

this  extraordinary  writer,  whofc  work  I  have  here  ab- 

Jlracled.     I  took  a  journey  into  the  Country  on  purpofe ; 

but  could  not  find  the  leaf  trace  of  him  :  till  by  accident 

I  met 
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/  met  an  old  Clergyman,  who  /aid  he  could  not  be  po/itive, 
but  thought  it  might  be  one  Paul  Philips,  who  had  been 
dead  about  twelve  years.  And  upon  inquiry,  all  he  could 
learn  of  that  per/on  from  the  neighbourhood,  was,  That 
he  had  been  taken  notice  of  for  fwal  lowing  Loaches,  and 
remembered  by  fome  people  by  a  black  and  white  Cur 
with  one  Ear,  that  constantly  followed  him. 

hi  the  Church-yard,  I  read  his  Epitaph,  faid  to  bt 
written  by  himfelf: 

O  Reader,  if  that  thou  canft  read, 

Look  down  upon  this  Stone ; 
Do  all  we  can,  Death  is  a  man, 

That  never  fpareth  none. 


VOL.  VI. 
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OF    THE 

POET     LAUREATE. 

November  19,  1729. 

npnE  time  of  the  election  of  a  Poet  Laureate  being 
now  at  hand,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  fome 
account  of  the  rites  and  ceremo?iies  anciently  ufed  at 
that  Solemnity,  and  only  difcontinued  through  the 
neglect,  and  degeneracy  of  later  times.  Thefe  we  have 
extracted  from  an  hiftorian  of  undoubted  credit,  a 
reverend  bifhop,    the  learned  Paulus  Joviusa;  and 

are 

a  A  much  more  entertaining  account  may  be  drawn  from  a 
difcourfe  and  refearch  into  the  liillory  of  Poets- Laureate,  of  M. 
L'Abbe  Refnel,  the  fame  who  tranflated  the  Effayon  Man,  inferted 
in  the  15th  vol.  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  French  Academy,  p.  234* 
He  obferves,  from  a  paffage  in  Villain,  that  Dante  feems  to  have 
been  the  firft  modern  poet  that  received  this  honour,  who,  in 
1325,  was  interred  with  great  ceremony  and  pomp,  and  in  the 
habit  of  a  poet,  in  Habito  di  Poeta,  which  Habito  he  thinks  was 
the  laurel-crown.  The  next  he  mentions  is  Albertino  Mnffato,  a 
native  of  Padua,  who,  many  years  before  Petrarch,  for  he  died  in 
exile  13/9,  wrote  Latin  Poetry  with  elegance,  and  produced  an 
Heroic  Poem  on  the  Siege  of  Padua,  many  Erlogues  and  Elegies, 
and  above  all  two  L  tin  Tragedies,  entitled  Eccerenis  &  Achilles, 
in  the  ftyle  and  manner  of  Seneca  ;  the  very  firft  regular  dramas 
that  are  to  be  found  fince  the  barbarous  ages.  Petrarch  was  the 
next  Poet  that  received  the  laurel-crown.  His  joy  on  the  occafion, 
his  journey  from  Vauclufc,  and  voyage  to  Naples,  to  vifit  Robert, 

y  z  king 
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are  the  fame  that  were  pra&ifed  under  the  pontificate 

of  Leo  X.  the  great  reftorer  of  learning. 

As 

king  of  Vaples,  his  reception  by  that  learned  Prince,  who  himfeli 
accompanied  him  to  Virgil's  tomb,  his  converfations  with  him  on 
many  lubjecls  of  literature,  his  prevailing  on  the  King  to  permit 
him  to  receive  this  honour  at  Rome,  and  not  at  Naples ;  all  thefe 
ctrcumftances  are  minutely  related  at  the  end  of  the  firft  volume  of 
that  moll  entertaining  work,  the  Memoirs  of  Petrarch,  by  Abbe 
Sade,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  fecond.  The  ceremony  was 
performed  m  April  1241,  iu  the  capitol  of  Rome,  amidft  a  valt 
eoncourfe  of  applauding  fpe&ators.  See  particularly  page  2  and  3. 
After  the  ceremony  Petrarch  recited  a  Sonnet  on  the  Heroes  of 
Rome,  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  his  works  Philelphus  came 
next,  who  had  the  laurel  conferred  on  him,  though  he  was  more 
of  an  Orator  and  Grammarian  than  a  Poet,  by  Alphonfus,  king  of 
Naples,  1453  Faullus  Andrelini  was  the  next,  a  favourite  of 
Louis  XII.  and  Francis  I.  to  whofe  courts  he  went  from  Italy. 
Neither  Triffino  nor  Ariollo  defired  nor  received  this  honour  ; 
which,  after  all  his  misfortunes,  the  great  Torquato  TafTo  was  to 
obtain  from  the  hands  of  Cardinal  *\ldobrandini,  but  died  the 
evening  before  the  day  appointed  for  his  coronation.  Querno, 
the  only  Italian  Poet  here  fpoktn  of  by  Pope,  and  faid  fallely  to 
be  the  firft  of  the  Laureates,  was  a  low  and  impious  Buffoon,  and 
a  fcandal  to  the  court  of  Leo  the  Xth.  Though  Pope  Urban  the 
Vlllth,  himftlf  an  elegant  Latin  Poet,  patronized  and  rewarded 
Chiahrua,  a  fine  and  fpirited  Lyric  Poet,  yet  he  gave  him  not  the 
laurel,  which  Beinardini  Perfetti  was  the  lad  who  receivjd,  1 7 2 5 . 
Refnel  proceeds  to  give  a  fliort,  and  indeed  imperfect  account  of 
the  Poets  Laureate  of  Germany,  Spain,  and  England,  though  to 
none  of  them  was  the  laurel  given  with  thofe  ceremonies  before 
mentioned.  Gibbon,  the  Hillorian,  vol.  vi.  p  569,  writing  in  the 
year  1786,  has  afligned,  in  the  form  of  a  very  elegant  and  well- 
turned  compliment  to  his  prefent  Majefty,  and  to  the  then  Poet 
Laureate,  a  reafon  why  the  Birth-day  Odes  might  bt  laid  afide. 
•'  The  Laureates  of  our  own  country  have  ever  been,"  as  FalflafF 
fays,  "  the  occafion  of  wit  in  other  men."  But  never  of  more  wit 
than  was  thrown  away  on  the  laft  mentioned,  Mr.  Thomas  War- 
ton,  who,  of  all  men,  felt  the  leafl,  and  leafl:  deferved  to  feel,  the 

farce 
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\ 
As  we  now  fee  an  age  and  a  court ,  that  for 'the  en- 
couragement of  poetry  rivals,  if  not  exceeds,  that  of 
this  famous  Pope,  we  cannot  but  wiih  a  reftoration  of 
all  its  honours  to  poefy ;  the  rather,  fince  there  are  fo 
many  parallel  circumftances  in  the  per/on  who  was 
then  honoured  with  the  laurel,  and  in  him,  who  (in 
all  probability)  is  now  to  wear  it. 

1  fhall  tranflate  my  author  exactly  as  I  find  it  in  the 
82d  chapter  of  his  Elogia  Vir.  Doct  He  begins  with 
the  Character  of  the  Poet  himfelf,  who  was  the  origi- 
nal and  father  of  all  Laureates,  and  called  Caniillo. 
He  was  a  plain  countryman  of  Apulia  (whether  a 
Jhepherd  or  threjher b,  is  not  material).     "  This  man 

"  (fays 

force  of  the  Probationary  Odes,  written  on  his  appointment  to  tins 
office,  and  who  always  heartily  joined  in  the  laugh,  and  applauded 
the  exquifite  wit  and  humour  that  appeared  in  many  of  thofe  ori- 
ginal Satires.  But  I  beg  to  add,  that  not  one  of  thtfe  ingenious 
Laughers  could  have  produced  fuch  pieces  of  true  poetry  as  the 
Crufade,  The  Grave  of  King  Arthur,  The  Suicide,  and  Ode  on 
the  Approach  of  Summer,  by  this  very  Lau  eatc.  Warton. 

1  can  fay,  being  at  that  time  a  fcholar  of  Trinity  college,  that 
the  Laureate  who  did  the  greateft  honour  to  his  ftation  from  his 
real  poetical  abilities,  did  moft  heartily  join  in  the  laugh  of  the 
Probationary  Odes ;  fur  a  man,  more  devoid  of  envy,  anger,  and 
ill-nature,  never  exilted.  I  fay  this  with  fome  fatisfa&ion,  as  his 
brother  might  be  fuppofed  more  partial.  So  fweet  was  his  temper, 
fo  remote  from  pedantry  and  all  affectation  was  his  conduct,  that 
when  even  Ritfon's  fcurrilous  abufe  came  out,  in  which  he  afferte  J, 
that  his  back  was  "  broad  enough.,  and  his  heart  hard  enou.  I  ," 
to  bear  any  thing  Ritfon  could  lay  on  it,— he  only  faid,  with 
his  ufnal  fmile,  "  A  black-ldtered  dog,  Sir!"  What  a  contrail  to 
Pope  ! 

b  This  is  a  flroke  at  Stephen  Duck,  the  Threfher  of  Willfhire, 
patronifed  by  queen  Caroline. 

Y3 
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"  (fays  Jovius)  excited  by  the  fame  of  the  great  en- 
"  couragement  given  to  poets  at  court,  and  the  high 
"  honour  in  which  they  were  held,  came  to  the  city, 
"  bringing  with  him  a  ftrange  kind  of  lyre  in  his 
"  hand,  and  at  leafh  fome  twenty  thoufand  of  verfes* 
"  All  the  wits  and  critics  of  the  court  flocked  about 
"  him,  delighted  to  fee  a  clown,  with  a  ruddy,  hale 
"  complexion,  and  in  his  own  long  hair,  fo  top-full 
"  of  poetry ;  and  at  the  firfl  fight  of  him  all  agreed 
"  he  was  born  to  be  Poet  Laureate c.  He  had  a  moft 
"  hearty  welcome  in  an  ijland  of  the  river  Tiber,  (an 
"  agreeable  place,  not  unlike  our  Richmond,)  where 
"  he  was  firft  made  to  eat  and  drink  plentifully,  and  to 
"  repeat  his  verfes  to  every  body.  Then  they  adorned 
"  him  with  a  new  and  elegant  garland,  compofed  of 
M  viie-leaves,  laurel,  and  brajfica,  (a  fort  of  cabbage,) 
"  fo  compofed,  fays  my  author,  emblematically,  Ut 
"  tarn  files  quam  lepide  ejus  tcmuleniia,  brajfica  re- 
"  medio  cohibenda,  notaretur.  He  was  then  faluted 
"  by  common  confent  with  the  title  of  archi-poeia,  or 
"  arch-poet,  in  the  ftyle  of  thofe  days,  in  our's,  Poet 
"  Laureate.  This  honour  the  poor  man  received 
"  with  the  moft  fenfible  demonftrations  of  joy,  his 
"  eyes  drank  with  tears  and  gladnefs d.  Next,  the 
"  public  acclamation  was  expreifed  in  a  canticle, 
"  which  is  tranfmitted  to  us,  as  folLows : 

"  Salve, 

e  Apulns  prsepingu!  vultu  alacer,  et  prolixe  comatus,  omnino 

Jignus  fefta  laurca  viderctur.  Warburton, 

d  Mananti^us  prae  gaudio  oculis.  Waruurton. 


Of  the  POET  LAUREATE.  327 

"  Salve,  braflicea  virens  corona, 

"  Et  laurOj,  archipoeta,  pampinoque! 

"  Dignus  principis  auribus  Leonis. 

"  All  hail,  arch-poet  without  peer ! 
u  Vine,  bay,  or  cabbage,  fit  to  wear, 
"  And  worthy  of  the  prince's  eare. 

"  From  hence,  he  was  conducted  in  pomp  to  the  Ca- 
"  pitol  of  Rome,  mounted  on  an  elephant,  through  the 
"  fhouts  of  the  populace,  where  the  ceremony  ended." 
The  hiflorian  tells  us  further,  "  That  at  his  intro- 
"  duction  to  Leo,  he  not  only  poured  forth  verfes 
"  innumerable,  like  a  torrent,  but  alfo  fung  them 
'*  with  open  mouth.  Nor  was  he  only  once  introduced, 
"  or  on  Jlated  days  (like  our  Laureates),  but  made  a 
'  companion  to  his  mafier,  and  entertained  as  one  of 
"  the  inftruments  of  his  moft  elegant  pleaf arcs.  When 
"  the  prince  was  at  table,  the  poet  had  his  place  at 
"  the  window.  When  the  prince  had  f  half  eaten 
"  his  meat,  he  gave  with  his  own  hands  the  reft  to 
"  the  poet.  When  the  poet  drank,  it  was  out  of  the 
"  prince's  own  flaggon,  infomuch  (fays  the  hiitorian) 
"  that  through  fo  great  good  eating  and  drinking,  he 
"  contracted  a  moft  terrible  gout."  Sorry  I  am 
to  relate  what  follows,  but  that  I  cannot  leave  my 
reader's   curiofity  unfatisfied   in   the  cataftrophe  o£ 

this 

e  Irony  againft  George  II.  and  Caroline. 
f  Semefis  opfonii3.  VVarburtom. 

Y4 
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this  extraordinary  man.  To  ufe  my  author's  words, 
which  are  remarkable,  mortuo  Leone,  profligatifque 
poetis,  etc.  "  When  Leo  died,  and  poets  were  no 
"  more,"  (for  I  would  not  underftand  profiigatis 
literally,  as  if  poets  then  were  profligate,)  this  unhappy 
Laureate  was  forthwith  reduced  to  return  to  his 
country,  where,  oppreffed  with  old  age  and  want,  he 
miferably  perifhed  in  a  common  hofpital g. 

We  fee  from  this  fad  conclufion  (which  may  be  of 
example  to  the  Poets  of  our  time)  that  it  were  happier 
to  meet  with  no  encouragement  at  all,  to  remain  at 
the  plough,  or  other  lawful  occupation,  than  to  be 
elevated  above  their  condition,  and  taken  out  of  the 
common  means  of  life,  without  a  furer  fupport  than 
the  temporary,  or  at  beft,  mortal  favours  of  the  great. 
It  was  doubtlefs  for  this  confideration,  that  when  the 
Royal  Bounty  was  lately  extended  to  a  rural  genius  h, 
care  was  taken  to  fettle  it  upon  him  for  life*     And  it 

hath 

s  How  melancholy  are  the  reflections  excitfd  by  reading  the 
fimple  iirfcription  on  the  tomb  of  the  greateft  heroic  Poet  of 
modern  times,  with  the  exception  of  Milton,  the  fublime  and  in- 
jured Camoens !  — 

"  He  funk  beneath  the  prefTure  of  difeafe  and  penury,  and  died 
in  an  alms-boufe  early  in  the  year  1579-  He  was  buried  in  the 
church  of  St.  Ann,  of  the  Francifcans.  Over  his  gonfalo,  Con- 
tinho  placed  the  following  infeription  : 

Here  lies  Luis  de  Camoens  : 

He  excell'd  all  the  Poets  of  his  age, 

He  liv'd  poor  and  miferable, 

And  he  diedfo,  mdlzxix." 

Strangford's  Cam'iens 
*  Stephen  Duck, 
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hath  been  the  practice  of  our  princes,  never  to  re- 
move from  the  ftation  of  Poet  Laureate  any  man  who 
hath  once  been  chofen,  though  never  fo  much  greater 
Geniufes  might  arife  in  his  time.  A  noble  inftance, 
how  much  the  charity  of  our  monarchs  hath  exceeded 
heir  love  of  fame. 

To  come  now  to  the  intent  of  this  paper.  We 
have  here  the  whole  ancient  ceremonial  of  the  Laureate. 
In  the  firfl  place  the  crown  is  to  be  mixed  with  vine- 
leaves,  as  the  vine  is  the  plant  of  Bacchus,  and  full 
as  effential  to  the  honour,  as  the  butt  offack  to  the 
falary. 

Secondly,  the  brajfua  muft  be  made  ufe  of  as  a 
qualifier  of  the  former.  It  feems  the  cabbage  was  an- 
ciently accounted  a  remedy  for  drunkennefs  ;  a  power 
the  French  now  afcribe  to  the  onion,  and  ftyle  a  foup 
made  of  it,  foape  d'Vvrogne.  I  would  recommend  a 
large  mixture  of  the  brajjica,  if  Mr.  Dennis  be  chofen; 
but  if  Mr.  Tibbald,  it  is  not  fe  neceflary,  unlefs  the 
cabbage  be  fuppofed  to  fignify  the  fame  thing  with 
.refpect  to  poets  as  to  taylors,  viz.  flealing.  I  mould 
judge  it  not  amifs  to  add  another  plant  to  this  gar- 
land, to  wit,  ivy:  Not  only  as  it  anciently  belonged 
to  Poets  in  general ;  but  as  it  is  emblematical  of  the 
three  virtues  of  a  Court  Poet  in  particular ;  it  is  creep- 
ing, dirty,  and  dangling. 

In  the  next  place,  a  canticle  mufl  be  compofed  and 

fung  in  laud  and  praife  of  the  new  Poet.     If  Mr. 

Cibber  be  laureated,  it  is  my  opinion  no  man  can 

3  write 
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wjite  this  but  himfelf :  And  no  man,  I  am  fure,  can 
fing  it  fo  affe&ingly.     But  what  this  canticle  mould 
be,  either  in  his  or  the  other  candidate's  cafe,  I  ihall 
not  pretend  to  determine. 

Thirdly,  there  ought  to  be  a  public  Jhoiv,  or  entry 
of  the  poet :  To  fettle  the  order  or  procefiion  of 
which,  Mr.  Anflis1  and  Mr.  Dennis  ought  to  have  a 
conference.  I  apprehend  here  two  difficulties  :  One, 
of  procuring  an  elephant ;  the  other  of  teaching  the 
Poet  to  ride  him  :  Therefore  I  mould  imagine  the 
next  animal  in  fize  or  dignity  would  do  bed ;  either 
a  mule  or  a  large  afs  %  particularly  if  that  noble  one 
could  be  had,  whofe  portraiture  makes  fo  great  an 
ornament  of  the  Dunciad,  and  which,  (unlefs  I  am 
misinformed)  is  yet  in  the  park  of  a  nobleman  near 
this  city: — Unlefs  Mr.  Cibber  be  the  man ;  who  may, 
with  great  propriety  and  beauty,  ride  on  a  dragon ',  if 
he  goes  by  land ;  or  if  he  choofe  the  water,  upon  one 
of  his  own  fwans  from  Cafar  in  Egypt. 

We  have  fpoken  fufficiently  of  the  ceremony ;  let  us 
now  fpeak  of  the  qualifications  and  privileges  of  the 
Laureate.  Firft,  we  fee  he  mult  be  able  to  make 
verfes  extempore,  and  to  pour  forth  innumerable,  if 

required. 

4  Anftis,  Garter  King  of  Arms. 

k  The  fnft  editions  of  the  Dunciad  published  in  London  were 
ornamented  with  the  picture  of  an  afs  laden  with  books. 

1  So  in  the  Dunciad  : 

Compell'd  to  hifs  in  my  own  dragon  : 
but  Cibber  difdained  thefe  fooleries,  which  he  was  obliged  to 
admit.     See  his  Life. 
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required.  In  this  I  doubt  Mr.  Tibbald.  Secondly, 
he  ought  to  fi?ig,  and  intrepidly,  patulo  ore :  Here,  I 
confefs  the  excellency  of  Mr.  Cibber.  Thirdly,  he 
ought  to  carry  a  lyre  about  with  him :  If  a  large  one 
be  thought  too  cumberfome,  a  fmall  one  may  be  con- 
trived to  hang  about  the  neck,  like  an  order ;  and  be 
very  much  a  grace  to  the  perfon.  Fourthly,  he  ought 
to  have  a  good  Jlomach,  to  eat  and  drink  whatever  his 
betters  think  fit ;  and  therefore  it  is  in  this  high 
office,  as  in  many  others,  no  puny  conflitution  can 
difcharge  it.  I  do  not  think  Cibber  or  Tibbald 
here  fo  happy :  But  rather  a  flanch,  vigorous,  fea- 
foned,  and  dry  old  gentleman  ra,  whom  I  have  in  my 
eye. 

I  could  alfo  wifh  at  this  juncture,  fuch  a  perfon  as 
is  truly  jealous  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  poetry; 
no  joker,  or  trifler ;  but  a  bard  in  good  carnefl;  nay, 
not  amifs  if  a  critic,  and  the  better  if  a  little  objlinate. 
For  when  we  confider  what  great  privileges  have  been 
loft  from  this  office,  (as  we  fee  from  the  fore-cited 
authentick  record  of  Jovius,)  namely,  thofe  oi feeding 
from  the  prince's  table,  drinking  out  of  his  own  faggon, 
becoming  even  his  dome/lick  and  companion;  it  requires 
a  man  warm  and  refolute,  to  be  able  to  claim  and  ob- 
tain the  refloring  of  thefe  high  honours.  I  have  caufe 
to  fear,  mofl  of  the  candidates  would  be  liable,  either 
through  the  influence  of  minifters,  or  for  rewards  or 
favours,  to  give  up  the  glorious  rights  of  the  Laureate: 

Yet 

*  Probably  Dennis. 
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Yet  I  am  not  without  hopes,  there  is  one,  from  whom 
zferious  and  Jieady  affertion  of  thefe  privileges  may 
be  expeded ;  and,  if  there  be  fuch  a  one,  I  muft  do 
him  the  juftice  to  fay,  it  is  Mr.  Dennis  the  worthy 
prefident  of  our  fociety. 
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tt  is  an  acknowledged  truth,   that   nothing  is  fo 
dear  to  an  honed  man  as  his  good  name,  nor 
ought  he  to  neglect  the  juft  vindication  of  his  cha- 
racter, 

*  Addifon  highly  difapproved  of  this  hitter  fatire  on  Dennis, 
and  Pope  was  not  a  little  chagrined  at  this  difapprobation;  for 
the  narrative  was  intended  to  court  the  favour  of' Addifon,  by 
defending  his  Cato  :  in  which  feerning  defence  Addifon  was  far 
from  thinking  our  author  fiucere.  Warton. 

The  occafion  of  this  piece  was  a  furious  critique  on  Addffon's 
Cato,  by  Dennis  Denr.is,  notwithltanding  the  coarfeneis  of  his 
writing,  has  fhewn  much  acutenefs  and  humour,  as  well  as  know- 
ledge of  the  dramatic  rules. 

Nothing  can  fliew  the  two  characters  of  Addifon  and  Pope,  in 
fuch  different  lights,  as  their  conduct  upon  this  occafion.  Pope 
wrote  this  Narrative  with  a  view  of  ingratiating  himfelf  with 
Addifon.  Addifon  alone  had  fome  reafon  to  complain,  for  Pope  was 
a  volunteer,  from  motives  which  were  fufficiently  obvious.  Steel's 
letter,  which  he  wrote  by  Addifon's  order,  to  Lintott,  is  fo  manly 
and  fo  honourable,  that  I  cannot  help  giving  it  a  place  here : 

"  Mr.  Lintott,  dugujl  $>  1712. 

"  Mr  Addifon  defired  me  to  tell  you,  he  wholly  disapproves  the 
manner  of  treating  Mr.  Dennis,  in  a  lit:  1c  pamphlet  by  way  of 
Dr.  Norris'8  account.    When,  he  thinks  fit  to  take  notice  of  Mr. 

Dennis's 
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ratter,  when  it  is  injurioufly  attacked  by  any  man. 
The  perfon  I  have  at  prefent  caufe  to  complain  of,  is 
indeed  in  very  melancholy  circum (lances,  it  having 
pleafed  God  to  deprive  him  of  his  fenfes,  which  may 
extenuate  the  crime  in  him.  But  I  mould  be  want- 
ing in  my  duty,  not  only  to  myfelf,  but  alfo  to  my 
fellow-creatures,  to  whom  my  talents  may  prove  of 
benefit,  mould  I  fuffer  my  profeffion  or  honefty  to  be 
undefervedly  afperfed.  I  have  therefore  refolved  to 
give  the  public  an  account  of  all  that  has  paifed  between 
the  unhappy  gentleman  and  myfelf. 

On  the  20th  inftant,  while  I  was  in  my  clofet, 
pondering  the  cafe  of  one  of  my  patients,  I  heard  a 
knocking  at  my  door,  upon  opening  of  which  en- 
tered an  old  woman  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  and  told 
me,  that  without  my  affiftance  her  matter  would  be 
utterly  ruined.  I  was  forced  to  interrupt  her  forrow, 
by  inquiring  her  mailer's  name  and  place  of  abode. 
She  to!d  me,  he  was  one  Mr.  Dennis,  an  officer  of 
the  cuflom-houfe,  who  was  taken  ill  of  a  violent 
frenzy  lad  April,  and  had  continued  in  thofe  melan- 
choly circumftances  with  few  or  no  intervals.  Upon 
this  I  alked  her  fome  queftions  relating  to  his  humour 
and  extravagancies,  that  I  might  the  better  know 

under 

Dennis's  objections  to  his  writings,  he  will  do  it  in  a  way 
Mr.  Dennis  (hall  have  no juft:  reafon  to  complain  of:  but  when  the 
papers  above-mentioned  were  offered  to  be  communicated  to  him, 
he  faid  lie  could  not,  either  in  honour  or  confcience,  be  privy  to 
a  treatment]  aud  was  forry  to  hear  of  it.     I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

Richard  Steele." 
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under  what  regimen  to  put  him,  when  the  caufe  of 
his  diftemper  was  found  out.    Alas!  fir,  fay  a  Jhe^  this 
day  fortnight  in   the  morning,  a  poor  fimple  child 
came  to   him   from   the  printer's ;  the  boy  had  no 
fooner  entered  the  room,  but  he  cried  out,  the  devil 
tens  come.     He  often  flares  ghaflfully,  raves  aloud, 
and  mutters  between  his  teeth  the  word  Cator,  or 
Cato9  or  fome  fuch  thing.     NoWj  Doctor,  this  Cator 
is  certainly  a  ic/tch,  and  my  poor  mafter  is  under  an 
evil  tongue ;   for  I   have  heard   him  fay  Cator  has 
bewitched  the  whole  nation.     It  pitied  my  very  heart 
to  think,  that  a  man  of  my  matter's  understanding 
and   great  fcholarfhip,   who,  as  the  child  told   me, 
had  a  book  of  his  own  in  print,  mould  talk  fo  out- 
rageoufly.    Upon  this  I  went  and  laid  out  a  groat  for 
a  horfe-fhoe,  which  is  at  this  time    nailed    on  the 
threfliold  of  his  door ;  but  I  don't  find  my  mafter  is 
at  all  the  better  for  it ;  he  perpetually  ftarts  and  runs 
to  the  window  when  any  one  knocks,  crying  out, 
S 'death  !  a  meffenger  from  the  French  King!  I  foal  I  die 
in  the  Bajlile. 

Having  faid  this,  the  old  woman  prefented  me 
with  a  vial  of  his  urine  ;  upon  examination  of  which 
I  perceived  the  whole  temperament  of  his  body  to  be 
exceeding  hot.  I  therefore  inftantly  took  my  cane 
and  my  beaver,  and  repaired  to  the  place  where  he 
dwelt. 

When  I  came  to  his  lodgings  near  Charing-crofs, 
up  three  pair  of  ftairs  (which  I  mould  not  have  pub- 

vol.  vi.  2  lifhed 
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lifted  in  this  manner,  but  that  this  lunatic  conceals 
the  place  of  his  refidence,  on  purpofe  to  prevent  the 
good  offices  of  thofe  charitable  friends  and  phyjicians9 
who  might  attempt  his  cure),  when  I  came  into  the 
room,  1  found  this  unfortunate  gentleman  feated  on 
his  bed,  with  Mr.  Bernard  Lintot,  bookfeller,  on  the 
one  fide  of  him,  and  a  grave  elderly  gentleman  on 
the  other,  who,  as  I  have  fmce  learned,  calls  himfelf 
a  grammarian ;  the  latitude  of  whofe  countenance 
was  not  a  little  eclipfed  by  the  fulnefs  of  his  peruke. 
As  I  am  a  black  lean  man,  of  a  pale  vifage,  and  hang 
my  cloaths  on  fomewhat  flovenly,  I  no  fooner  went 
in,  but  he  frowned  upon  me,  and  cried  out  with 
violence,  "  S1deathi  a  Frenchman  !  I  am  betrayed  to 
the  tyrant !  who  could  have  thought  the  Queen  would 
have  delivered  me  up  to  France  in  this  treaty,  and 
leaft  of  all  that  you,  my  friends,  would  have  been  in 

a  confpiracy   againft  me  ?" Sir,  /aid  7,   here  is 

neither  plot  nor  confpiracy,  but  for  your  advantage. 
The  recovery  of  your  fenfes  requires  my  attendance,, 
and  your  friends  lent  for  me  on  no  other  account. 
I  then  took  a  particular  furvey  of  his  perfon,  and  the 
furniture   and    difpofition  of  his   apartment b.      Ilis- 

afpect 

k  After  inch  perfonalities,  ought  Pope  to  complain  of  Dennis  ? 
Ayres,  in  his  Life*,  or  rather  m  his  Oratio  Panegyrica,  of  Pope, 
thinks  it  was  a  pity,  "  that  Dennis  had  not  at  once  joined  Pope's 
party."  It  is  curious  to  think,  if  he  had  done  fo,  how  differently 
his  character  might  have  come  down  to  us;—  he  would,  perhaps,, 
have  been  reprcfentcd,  whilft  he  lived,  as  the  moft  confummate  cri- 
tic, and  when  he  died,  been  honoured  by  Pepe's  grateful  mufe,  and 
remembered  in  his  epitaph. 

♦  Life  of  Alexander  Pope,  by  Will'aoj  Ayres. 
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afpecl  was  furious,  his  eyes  were  rather  fiery  than 
lively,  which  he  rolled  about  in  an  uncommon 
manner.  He  often  opened  his  mouth,  as  if  he  would 
have  uttered  fome  matter  of  importance,  but  the 
found  feemed  loft  inwardly.  His  beard  was  grown, 
which  they  told  me  he  would  not  fuffer  to  be  fhaved, 
believing  the  modern  dramatic  poets  had  corrupted  all 
the  barbers  in  the  town  to  take  the  firft  opportunity 
of  cutting  his  throat.  His  eye-brows  were  grey,  long, 
and  grown  together,  which  he  knit  with  indignation 
when  any  thing  was  fpoken,  infomuch  that  he  feemed 
not  to  have  fmoothed  his  forehead  for  many  years. 
His  flannel  night-cap,  which  was  exceedingly  begrimed 
with  fweat  and  dirt,  hung  upon  his  left  ear ;  the  flap 
of  his  breeches  dangled  between  his  legs,  and  the 
rolls  of  his  (lockings  fell  down  to  his  ancles. 

I  obferved  his  room  was  hung  with  old  tape/in, 
which  had  feveral  holes  in  it,  caufed,  as  the  old 
woman  informed  me,  by  his  having  cut  out  of  it  the 
heads  of  divers  tyrants,  the  fiercenefs  of  whofe  vifages 
had  much  provoked  him.  On  all  fides  of  his  room 
were  pinned  a  great  many  meets  of  a  tragedy  called 
Cato,  with  notes  on  the  margin  with  his  own  hand. 
The  words  abfurd,  ?nGnJirous,  execrable c,  were  every 

where 

c  Notwithstanding  all  this,  the  raillery  of  old  Dennis,  on  the 
abfurdity  of  the  unities  in  Cato,  is  as  humourous,  as  the  arguments 
are  incontrovertible.  So  different  are  our  views,  when  there  is  nei- 
ther party,  nor  prejudice,  nor  faihion,  concerned  ! 

Z  2 
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where  written  in  fuch  large  characters,  that  I  could 
read  them  without  my  fpe&acles.  By  the  fire-fide 
lay  three  farthings  worth d  of  fmall  coal  in  a  fpeclator, 
and  behind  the  door  huge  heaps  of  papers  of  the 
fame  title,  which  his  nurfe  informed  me  fhe  had  con- 
veyed thither  out  of  his  fight,  believing  they  were 
books  of  the  black  art ;  for  her  mailer  never  read  in 
them,  but  he  was  either  quite  moped,  or  in  raving  jits. 
There  was  nothing  neat  in  the  whole  room,  except 
fome  books  on  his  ihelves,  very  well  bound  and 
gilded,  whole  names  I  had  never  before  heard  of, 
nor  I  believe  were  any  where  elfe  to  be  found  ;  fuch 
as  Gibraltar,  a  comedy  ;  Remarks  on  Prince  Arthur  ; 
The' grounds  of  criticifm  in  poetry  ;  An  e/fay  on  public 
fpirit.  The  only  one  I  had  any  knowledge  of  was 
a  Paradife  Loji,  interleaved.  The  whole  floor  was 
covered  with  manufcripts,  as  thick  as  a  paftry-cook's 
mop  on  a  Chriftmas  eve.  On  his  table  were  fome 
ends  of  verfe  and  of  candles ;  a  gallipot  of  ink  with  a 
yellow  pen  in  it,  and  a  pot  of  half  dead  ale  covered 
with  a  Longinus. 

As  I  was  cafting  mine  eyes  round  on  all  this 
oiid  furniture  with  fome  earneftnefs  and  aflonifh- 
ment,  and  in  a  profound  filence,  I  was  on  a  hidden 
furprized  to  hear  the  man   fpeak  in  the  following 

manner : 

"  Beware, 

-  If  there  were  nothing  more  to  be  feen  in  Dennis's  room,  furely 
fuch  a  difplay  mud  excite  commiferation,  rather  than  contempt ; 
yet  fo  early  did  Pope  begin  to  manifeft  his  ideas  of  the  import- 
ance of  wealth. 
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c-  Beware,  Doctor,  that  it  fare  not  with  vou  as 
with  your  predeceflbr  the  famous  Hippocrates,  whom 
the  miftakcn  citizens  of  Abdera  fent  for  in  this  very 
manner  to  cure  the  philofopher  Democritus ;  he  re- 
turned full  of  admiration  at  the  wifdom  of  that 
perlbn,  whom  he  had  fuppofed  a  lunatic.  Behold, 
Doctor,  it  was  thus  Ariftotle  himfelf,  and  all  the 
great  antients,  fpent  their  days  and  nights,  wrapt  up 
in  criticifm,  and  befet  all  around  with  their  own 
writings.  As  for  me,  whom  you  lee  in  the  fame 
manner,  be  allured  I  have  none  other  difeafe  than  a 
i'welling  in  my  legs,  whereof  I  fay  no  more,  fmce 
s  our  art  may  further  fatisfy  you." 

I  began  now  to  be  in  hopes,  that  his  cafe  had  been 
mifreprefented,  and  that  he  was  not  fo  far  gone,  but 
feme  timely  medicines  might  recover  him.  I  there- 
fore proceeded  to  the  proper  queries,  which,  with 
the  anfwers  made  to  me,  I  fhall  fet  down  in  form  of 
a  dialogue,  in  the  very  words  they  were  fpoken,  be- 
caufe  I  would  not  omit  the  lead  circumflance  in  this, 
narrative ;  and  I  call  my  confcience  to  witnefs,  as  if 
upon  oath,  that  I  mall  tell  the  truth  without  addition 
or  diminution. 

Dr.  Pray,  Sir,  how  did  you  contract  this  fwelling  I 

Dcnn.  By  a  criticifm. 

Dr.  A  criticifm !  that's  a  diftemper  I  never  heard 
of. 

Dcnn.  S'death,  Sir,  a  diftemper!  It  is  no  dif- 
temper, but  a  noble  art.     I  have  fat  fourteen  hours 

z  3  a  day 
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a  day  at  it ;  and  are  you  a  doctor,  and  don't  know 
there's  a  communication  between  the  logs  and  the 
brain  ? 

Dr.  What  made  you  fit  fo  many  hours,  Sir  ? 

Demi.  Cato,  Sir. 

Dr.  Sir,  I  fpeak  of  your  diftemper  j  what  gave  you 
this  tumour  ? 

Denn.  Cato,  Cato,  Cato  e. 

Old  Worn,  For  God's  fake,  Doctor,  name  not  this 
evil  fpirit;  it  is  the  whole  caufe  of  his  madnefs :  alas! 
poor  inafter  is  juft  falling  into  his  fits. 

Mr.  Lintot.  Fits  !  Z —  what  fits !  A  man  may  well 
have  fwelling  in  his  legs,  that  fits  writing  fourteen 
hours  in  a  day.     He  got  this  by  the  Remarks. 

Dr.  The  Remarks!  what  are  thofe  ? 

Denn.  S'death !  have  you  never  read  my  remarks  ] 
I  will  be  damned,  if  this  dog  L,intot  ever  publiihed 
my  advertifements. 

Mr.  Lintot.  Z — !  I  published  advertifement  upon 
advertifement ;  and  if  the  book  be  not  read,  it  is 
none  of  my  fault,  but  his  that  made  it.  By  G — ,  as 
much  has  been  done  for  the  book,  as  could  be  done 
for  any  book  in  Chriflendom. 

Dr.  We  do  not  talk  of  books,  Sir;  I  fear 
thofe  are  the  fuel  that  feed  the  delirium ;  mention 
them  no  more.  You  do  very  ill  to  promote  this 
difcourfe, 

I  defire 

e  Rerr.atks  upon  Cato,  publjflicd  by  Mr.  D.  in  tlie  year 
j  7  12.  Wartos. 
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I  defire  a  word  in  private  with  this  other  gentle- 
man, who  feems  a  grave  and  fenfible  man :  I  fup- 
pofe,  Sir,  you  are  his  apothecary  ? 

Gent.  Sir,  I  am  his  friend. 

Dr.  I  doubt  it  not.  What  regimen  have  you 
obferved,  fince  he  has  been  under  your  cure  ?  You 
remember,  I  fuppofe,  the  palfage  of  Cellus,  which 
fays,  if  the  patient  on  the  third  day  have  an  inter- 
val, fufpend  the  mendicaments  at  night  ?  Let  fumi- 
gations be  ufed  to  corroborate  the  brain.  I  hope 
you  have  upon  no  account  promoted  fternutation  by 
hellibore  ? 

Gent.  Sir,  no  fuch  matter,  you  utterly  miftake. 

Dr.  Miftake :  am  I  not  a  phyfician  ?  and  (hall  an 
apothecary  difpute  my  noftrums?  You  may  perhaps 
have  filled  up  a  prefcription  or  two  of  Ratelijfs, 
which  chanced  to  fucceed,  and  with  that  very  pre- 
fcription, injudicioufly  prefcribed  to  different  confti- 
tutions,  have  deftroyed  a  multitude.  Pharmacopola 
componat,  medicus  folus  prefer 1 bat.  Fumigate  him,  I 
fay,  this  very  evening,  while  he  is  relieved  by  an 
interval. 

Denn.  S'death,  Sir,  my  friend  an  apothecary!  a 
bafe  mechanic!  He  who,  like  myfelf,  profeffes  the 
nobleft  fciences  in  the  univerfe,  criticifm  and  poetry! 
Can  you  think  I  would  fubmit  my  writings  to  the 
judgment  of  an  apothecary!  By  the  immortals,  he 
himfelf  inferted  three  whole  paragraphs  in  my  Re- 
marks i  had  a  hand  in  my  Public  fpirit,  nay,  afiifted 

z  4  me 
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me  in  my  defcription  of  the  furies,  and  infernal  regions 
in  my  Appius f. 

Mr.  Lintot.  He  is  an  author ;  you  miftake  the 
gentleman,  Doctor;  he  has  been  an  author  thefe 
twenty  years,  to  his  bookfeller's  knowledge,  and  no 
man's  elfe. 

Denn,  Is  all  the  town'  in  a  combination  ?  Shall 
poetry  fall  to  the  ground  ?  Mulft  our  reputation  be 
loft  to  all  foreign  countries !  O  deftruction  !  perdition  1 
Opera/  Opera1!  As  poetry  once  raifed  cities,  fo  when 
poetry  fails,  cities  are  overturned,  and  the  world  is  no 
more. 

Dr.  He  raves,  he  raves ;  Mr,  Lintot,  I  pray  you 
pinion  down  his  arms,  that  he  may  do  no  mifchief. 

Denn.  O  I  am  fick,  fick  to  death ! 

Dr.  That  is  a  good  fymptom,  a  very  good  fymp- 
tom.  To  be  fick  to  .death  (fay  the  modern  phyficians) 
is  an  excellent  fymptom.  When  a  patient  is  fenfible 
of  his  pain,  it  is  half  a  cure.  Fray,  Sir,  of  what  are 
vou  fick? 

f 

Denn.  Of  every  thing,  of  every  thing.  I  am  fick 
of  the  fentiments,  of  the  diction,  of  the  protafis,  of  the 
Cpitafis,  and  the  catajirophc. — Alas !  what  is  become 
of  the  drama,  the  drama  ? 

Old 

f  It  appears  plain  enough  from  this  paffa^e,  and  the  very 
name,  whom  Pope  really  meant  by  Appius  irr  the  Effay  on  Cii- 
ticilm : 

"  Eut  /Ipp'ius  reddens  at  each  word." 

*  He  wrote  a  treatife  proving  the  decay  of  public  fpirit  fo  pro- 
ceed from  Italian  operas.  Warton- 
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Old  Worn.  The  dram,  Sir !  Mr.  Lintot  drank,  up 
all  the  gin  juft  now;  but  I'll  go  fetch  more  pre- 
ently. 

Dcnn.  O  fhameful  want,  fcandalous  omiflion!  By- 
all  the  immortals,  here  is  no  pcripatia,  no  change  of 
fortune  in  the  tragedy ;  Z —  no  change  at  all ! 

Old  Worn.  Pray,  good  Sir,  be  not  angry,  I'll  fetch 
change. 

Dr.  Hold  your  peace,  woman ;  his  fit  encreafes ; 
"good  Mr.  Lintot  hold  him. 

Mr.  Lintot.  Plague  on't !  I'm  damnably  afraid, 
they  are  in  the  right  of  it,  and  he  is  mad  in  earned. 
If  he  mould  be  really  mad,  who  the  devil  would  buy 
the  Remarks  ?   (Here  Mr.  Lintot  f crate  bed  his  head.) 

Dr.  Sir,  I  mall  order  you  the  cold  bath  to-morrow 

1 Mr.  Lintot,  you  are  a  fenfible  man ;  pray  fend 

for  Mr.  Verdier's  fervant,  and  as  you  are  a  friend  to 
the  patient,  be  fo  kind  as  to  (lay  this  evening,  whilft 
he  is  cupped  on  the  head.  The  fymptoms  of  his 
madnefs  feem  to  be  defperate ;  for  Avicen  fays,  that 
if  learning  be  mixed  with  a  brain  that  is  not  of  a 
contexture  fit  to  receive  it,  the  brain  ferments,  till  it 
be  totally  exhaufted.  We  mull  eradicate  thefc  un- 
digefled  ideas  out  of  the  pericranium,  and  reduce  the 
patient  to  a  competent  knowledge  of  himfelf. 

Denn.  Caitiffs,  fland  off,  unhand  me,  mifcreants ! 

Is  the  man,  whofe  whole  endeavours  are  to  bring  the 

town  to  r-eafon,  mad  ?  Is  the  man,  who  fettles  poetry 

on  the  bafis  of  antiquity,  mad  ?  Dares  any  one  affert, 

2  there 
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there  is  a  peripetia  in  that  vile  piece,  that's  folded 
upon  the  town  for  a  dramatic  poem  ?  That  man  is 
mad,  the  town  is  mad,  the  world  is  mad.  See  Lon- 
ginus  in  my  right-hand,  and  Arillotle  in  my  left ;  I 
am  the  only  man  among  the  moderns  that  fupport 
them.  Am  I  to  be  aflaffinated?  and  mall  a  book- 
feller,  who  hath  lived  upon  my  labours,  take  away 
that  life  to  which  he  owes  his  fupport  ? 

Gent.  By  your  leave,  gentlemen,  I  apprehend  you 
not.  I  muft  not  fee  my  friend  ill  treated  j  he  is  no 
more  affected  with  lunacy  than  myfelf :  I  am  alfo  of 

the  fame  opinion  as  to  the  peripatia Sir,  by  the 

gravity  of  your  countenance  and  habit,  I  mould  con- 
ceive you  to  be  a  graduate  phyfician ;  but  by  your 
indecent  and  boiflerous  treatment  of  this  man  of 
learning,  I  perceive  you  are  a  violent  fort  of  per/on, 
I  am  loath  to  fay  quack,  who,  rather  than  his  drugs 
mould  lie  upon  his  own  hands,  would  get  rid  of  them 
by  cramming  them  into  the  mouths  of  others :  the 
gentleman  is  of  good  condition,  found  intellectuals, 
and  unerring  judgment :  I  beg  you  will  not  oblige  me 
to  refent  thefe  proceedings. 

These  were  all  the  words  that  patted  among  us 
at  this  time ;  nor  was  there  need  for  more,  it  being 
neceifary  we  mould  make  ufe  of  force  in  the  cure  of 
my  patient. 

I  privately  whifpered  the  old  woman  to  go  to  Mr. 
Verdier's  in  Long  Acre,  with  orders  to  come  imme- 
diately with  cnpping-glafies  j  in  the  mean  time,  by 

the 
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the  afliftance  of  Mr.  Lintot,  we  locked  his  friend  into 
a  clofet,  who,  it  is  plain  from  his  lad  fpecch,  was 
Hkewife  touched  in  his  intellects ;  after  which  we 
bound  our  lunatic  hand  and  foot  down  to  the  bed" 
Head,  where  he  continued  in  violent  ravings,  not- 
withstanding the  jnofl  lender  expreilions  we  could 
ufe  to  perfuade  him  to  fubmit  to  the  operation,  till 
the  fervant  of  Verdier  arrived.  He  had  no  fooncr 
clapped  half  a  dozen  cupping-glaflfes  on  his  head,  and 
behind  his  ears,  but  the  gentleman  above  mentioned 
burfting  open  the  clofet,  ran  furioufly  upon  us,  cut 
Mr.  Dennis's  bandages,  and  let  drive  at  us  with  a  vail 
folio,  which  ibrely "  bruifed  the  fhin  of  Mr.  Lintot} 
Mr.  John  Dennis  alfo,  ftarting  up  with  cupping-glades 
on  his  head,  feized  another  folio,  and  with  the  fame 
dangeroufly  wounded  me  in  the  fcull,  juft  above  my 
right  temple.  The  truth  of  this  fad  Mr.  Verdier's 
fervant  is  ready  to  atteft:  upon  oath,  who,  taking  an 
exact,  furvey  of  the  volumes,  found  that  which 
wounded  my  hand,  to  be  Gruterus's  Lampas  Critica, 
and  that  which  broke  Mr.  Lintot's  fhin,  was  Scali- 
ger's  Poetices.  After  this  Mr.  John  Dennis,  Strength- 
ened at  once  by  rage  and  madnefs,  matched  up  a 
peruke^block,  that  flood  by  the  bed^fide,  and  wielded 
it  round  in  fo  furious  a  manner,  that  he  broke  three 
of  the  cupping-glaffes  from  the  crown  of  his  head, 

fo  that  much  blood  trickled  down  his  vifage. He 

looked  fo  ghaflly,  and  his  paflion  was  grown  to  fuch 
a  prodigious  height,  that  myfelf,   Mr.  Lintot,   and 

Verdier's 
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Yerdiers  fervant,  were  obliged  to  leave  the  room  in 
all  the  expedition  imaginable. 

I  took  Mr.  Lintot  home  with  me,  in  order  to  have 
our  wounds  drefied,  and  laid  hold  of  that  opportunity 
of  entering  into  difcourfe  with  him  about  the  madneis 
of  this  perfon,  of  whom  he  gave  me  the  following 
remarkable  relation : 

That  on  the  1 7th  of  May  1 7 1 2,  between  the  hours 
of  ten  and  eleven  in  the  morning,  Mr.  John  Dennis 
entered  into  his  mop,  and  opening  one  of  the  vo- 
lumes of  the  Spectator,  in  the  large  paper,  did  hid- 
den ly,  without  the  leall  provocation,  tear  out  that  of 
No —  where  the  author  treats  of  poetical  ju'lice,  and 
call  it  into  the  flreet.  That  the  faid  Mr.  John 
Dennis,  on  the  27th  of  March  1712,  finding  on  the 
laid  Mr.  Lintot's  counter  a  book  called  an  Effay  on 
Criiieifm,  juft  then  published,  he  read  a  page  or  two 
with  much  frowning,  till  coming  to  thefe  two  lines, 

Same  have  at  firjbfor  wrfs,  then  poets  pajl, 

Turn  d  critics  ncxty  and  prov 'd  plain  fools  at  lajl  ; 

he  flung  down  the  book  in  a  terrible  fury,  and  cried. 
By  G — d  he  means  me. 

That  being  in  his  company  on  a  certain  time, 
when  Shakefpear  was  mentioned  as  of  a  contrary- 
opinion  to  Mr.  Dennis,  he  fwore  the  faid  Shakefpear 
was  a  rafcal,  with  other  defamatory  exprellions, 
which  gave  Mr.  Lintot  a  very  ill  opinion  of  the  laid 
Shakefpear. 

That, 
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That,  about  two  months  fince,  he  came  again  into 
the  fliop,  and  call  feveral  fufpicious  looks  on  a  gen- 
tleman that  flood  by  him,  after  which  he  defired 
ibme  information  concerning  that  perfon.  He  was 
110  fooner  acquainted,  that  the  gentleman  was  a  new 
author,  and  that  his  firft  piece  was  to  be  publifhed  in 
a  few  days,  but  he  drew  his  fword  upon  him ;  anil 
had  not  my  fervant  luckily  catched  him  by  the  fleeve, 
I  might  have  loll  one  author  upon  the  fpot,  and  ano- 
ther the  next  feilions. 

Upon  recollecting  ail .  thefe  circumftances,  Mi-. 
Lintot  was  entirely  of  opinion,  that  he  had  been 
mad  for  lbme  time ;  and  I  doubt  not,  but  this  whole 
narrative  mull  fufficiently  convince  the  world  of  the 
excels  of  his  frenzy.  It  now  remains,  that  I  give  the 
reafons  which  obliged  me,  in  my  own  vindication,  to 
publifh  this  whole  unfortunate  traniaclien. 

In  the  firft  place,  Mr.  John  Dennis  had  iuduftrioufly 
caufed  to  be  reported,  that  I  entered  into  his  room, 
vi  et  armis,  either  out  of  a  defign  to  deprive  him  of 
his  life,  or  of  a  new  play  called  Coriolanus,  which  he 
has  had  ready  for  the  ftage  thefe  four  years. 

Secondly,  He  hath  given  out,  about  Fleet-ftreet 
and  the  Temple,  that  I  was  an  accomplice  with*  his 
bookfeller,  who  vifited  him  with  intent  to  take  away 
divers  valuable  manufcripts,  without  paying  him 
copy-money. 

Thirdly,  He  hath  told  others,  that  I  am  no  gra- 
duate phyfician,  and  that  he  had  fees  me  upon  a 

mountebank 
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mountebank  ftage  in  Moorfields,  when  he  had  lodg* 
ings  in  the  college  there. 

Fourthly,  Knowing  that  I  had  much  practice  in  the 
city,  he  reported  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  Cuftom- 
houfe,  2nd  other  places  adjacent,  that  I  was  a  foreign 
fpy,  employed  by  the  French  King  to  convey  him  into 
France  ;  that  I  bound  him  hand  and  foot ;  and  that, 
if  his  friend  had  not  burfl  from  his  confinement  to  his 
relief,  he  had  been  at  this  hour  in  the  Baftile. 

All  which  feveral  affertions  of  his  are  fo  very  ex- 
trav,  well  as  inconfiftcnt,  that  I  appeal  to  all 

mankind,  whether  this  perfon  be  not  out  of  his 
fenfes.  I  mall  not  decline  giving  and  producing  fur- 
ther proofs  of  this  truth  in  open  court,  if  he  drives 
the  matter  fo  far.  In  the  mean  time  I  heartily  for- 
give him,  and  pray  that  the  Lord  may  reftore  him  to 
the  full  enjoyment  of  his  underftanding :  fo  wifheth, 
as  becometh  a  Chriflian, 


ROBERT  NORRIS,  M.D. 


From  rrty  houfe  in  Snow-hill, 
July  the  30th,  1713. 


God  favc  the  Queen. 


C  35"  ] 


A  full  and  true  Account  of  a  horrid  and  bar- 
barous Revenge  by  Poison,  on  the  Body 
of  Mr.  Edmund  Curll1,  Bookfeller. 

With  a  faithful  copy  of  his  Lafl  Will  and  Tcjlamcnt* 

TT is tory  furnimeth  us  with  examples  of  many 
fatiricai  authors  who  have  fallen  facrifices  to 
revenge,  but  not  of  any  bookfellers\  that  I  know  of, 
except  the  unfortunate  fubjecr.  of  the  following  paper; 
I  mean  Mr.  Edmund  Curll,  at  the  Bible  and  Dial  in 
Fleet-ftreet,  who  was  yefterday  poifoned  by  Mr.  Pope, 
after  having  lived  many  years  an  inftance  of  the  mild 
temper  of  the  BritiiTi  nation. 

Every  body  knows,  that  the  faid  Mr.  Edmund 
Curll,  on  Monday  the  26th  inftant,  published  a  fati- 
ricai piece,  intitled,  Ccurt-pcsms,  in  the  preface  whereof 
they  were  attributed  to  a  lady  of  quality,  Mr.  Pope, 

or 

*  Mr.  Edmund  Curll,  who  raked  up  whatever  he  could  that 
might  throw  the  lead  reflection  on  Pope ;  who  feemed  to  tliink  \a 
his  literary  tranfa&ions,  that  "  all  wzsjt/h  which  came  to  the  net ;" 
who  had  no  other  idea  than  profit,  whether  it  was  gained  refpect. 
ably  in  his  profeflion,  ©r  by  "  helping  lame  fcandal  about,"  was  on 
many  accounts  obnoxious  to  Pope.  The  mode  of  revenge,  how- 
ever, does  as  little  credit  to  Pope's  philofophy,  and  good  fenfe,  as 
it  does  to  his  alTumed  dignity.  Nothing  was  ever  more  true  than 
the  old  Eriglifh  adage,  **  If  you  fight  with  a  chimney-fweeper, 
you  will  get  a  fmutty  face." 
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or  Gay  ;  by  which  indifcreet  method,  though  he  had 
cfcaped  one  revenge,  there  were  {till  two  behind  in 
referve. 

Now,  on  the  Wednefday  enfuing,  between  the 
hours  of  ten  and  eleven,  Mr.  Lintot,  a  neighbouring 
bookfeller,  defired  a  conference  with  Mr.  Curll,  about 
fettling  a  titk-page,  inviting  him  at  the  fame  time  to 
take  a  whet  together.  Mr.  Pope,  who  is  not  the  only 
inlhmce  how  perfons  of  bright  parts  may  be  carried 
away  by  the  mitigation  of  the  devil,  found  means  to 
convey  himfelf  into  the  fame  room,  under  pretence 
of  bufmefs  with  Mr.  Lintot,  who,  it  feems,  is  the 
printer  of  his  Homer.  This  gentleman,  with  a  feem- 
ing  coolnefs,  reprimanded  Mr.  Curll  for  wrongfully 
afcribing  to  him  the  aforeiaid  poems :  he  exculed 
himfelf  by  declaring,  that  one  of  his  authors  (Mr. 
Oldmixon  by  name)  gave  the  copies  to  the  prefs, 
and  wrote  the  preface.  Upon  this  Mr.  Pope,  being 
to  all  appearance  reconciled,  very  civilly  drank  a  glafs 
of  fack  to  Mr.  Curll,  which  he  as  civilly  pledged  j 
and  though  the  liquor,  in  colour  and  tafte,  dif- 
fered not  from  common  fack,  yet  was  it  plain,  by 
the  pangs  this  unhappy  flationer  felt  foon  after,, 
that  fome  poifonous  drug  had  been  fecretly  infufed 
therein. 

About  eleven  o'clock  he  went  home,  where  his 
wife  obferving  his  colour  changed,  faid,  u  Are  you 
not  fick,  my  dear  ?"  He  replied,  "  Bloody  fick ;" 
and  incontinently  fell  a  vomiting  and  draining  in  an 

uncommon. 


POISONING  OF  E.  CURLL.        353 

uncommon  and  unnatural  manner,  the  contents  of 
his  vomiting  being  as  green  as  grafs.  His  wife  had 
been  jufl  reading  a  book  of  her  hufband's  printing 
concerning  Jane  Wenham,  the  famous  witch  of 
Hertford,  and  her  mind  mifgave  her,  that  he  was 
bewitched;  but  he  foon  let  her  know,  that  he  fufpetted 
poifon,  and  recounted  to  her,  between  the  intervals 
of  his  yawnings  and  retchings,  every  circumftance  of 
his  interview  with  Mr.  Pope. 

Mr.  Lintot  in  the  mean  time  coming  in,  was  ex- 
tremely affrighted  at  the  fudden  alteration  he  obferved 
in  him :  "  Brother  Curll,  fays  he,  I  fear  you  have 
got  the  vomiting  diftemper ;  which,  I  have  heard, 
kills  in  half  an  hour.  This  comes  from  your  not  fol- 
lowing my  advice,  to  drink  old  hock  in  a  morning, 
as  I  do,  and  abftain  from  fack."  Mr.  Curll  replied 
in  a  moving  tone,  "  Your  author's  fack,  I  fear,  has 
done  my  bufinefs."  "  Z — ds,  fays  Mr.  Lintot,  my 
author ! — Why  did  not  you  drink  old  hock  ?"  Not- 
withftanding  which  rough  remonftrance,  he  did  in 
the  mod  friendly  manner  prefs  him  to  take  warm 
water ;  but  Mr.  Curll  did  with  great  obftinacy  refufe 
it ;  which  made  Mr.  Lintot  infer,  that  he  chofe  to 
die,  as  thinking  to  recover  greater  damages. 

All  this  time  the  fymptoms  increafed  violently, 
with  acute  pains  in  the  lower  belly.  "  Brother  Lin- 
tot, fays  he,  I  perceive  my  laft  hour  approaching ; 
do  me  the  friendly  office  to  call  my  partner,  Mr. 
Pemberton,  that  we  may  fettle  our  worldly  affairs." 

VOL.  vi.  a  a  Mr. 
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Mr.  Lintot,  like  a  kind  neighbour,  was  haftening 
out  of  the  room,  while  Mr.  Curll  raved  aloud  in  this 
manner,  "  If  I  furvive  this,  I  will  be  revenged  on 
Tonfon ;  it  was  he  firfl  detected  me  as  the  printer  of 
thefe  poems,  'and  I  will  reprint  theft  very  poems  in 
his  name."  His  wife  admonifhed  him  not  to  think 
of  revenge,  but  to  take  care  of  his  flock  and  his: 
foul :  and  in  the  fame  inftant  Mr.  Lintot,  whofe 
goodnefs  can  never  be  enough  applauded,  returned 
with  Mr.  Pemberton  \  After  fome  tears  jointly  fhed 
by  thefe  humane  bookfellers,  Mr.  Curll  being,  as  he 
faid,  in  his  perfect  fenfes,  though  in  great  bodily 
pain,  immediately  proceeded  to  make  a  verbal  will, 
Mrs.  Curll  having  firfl  put  on  his  night- cap,  in  the 
following  manner : 

Gentlemen,  in  the  firfl  place,  I  do  fincerely  pray 
forgivenefs  for  thofe  indirect  methods  I  have  purfued 
in  inventing  new  titles  to  old  books,  putting  authors* 
names  to  things  they  never  faw,  publifhing  private 
quarrels  for  public  entertainment ;  all  which  I  hope 
will  be  pardoned,  as  being  done  to  get  an  honefl 
livelihood* 

I  do  alfo  heartily  beg  pardon  of  all  perfons  of  ho- 
nour, lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  gentry,  burgefles, 
and  commonalty,  to  whofe  abufe  I  have  any  or  every 
way  contributed  by  my  publications  j  particularly,  I 
hope  it  will  be  confidered,  that  if  J  have  vilified  his 
.  .    r  .-  Grace 

k  Pemberton  was  Lintot'i  partner. 
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Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  I  have  Hkcwife 
afperfed  the  late  Duke  of  Ormond  ;  if  I  have  abufed 
the  Honourable  Mr.  Walpole,  I  have  alfo  libelled  the 
Lord  Bolingbroke:  fo  that  I  have  preferred  that 
equality  and  impartiality,  which  becomes  an  honeft  man 
in  times  of  fattion  and  divifion. 

I  call  my  confeience  to  witnefs,  that  many  of  thefe 
things,  which  may  feem  malicious,  were  done  out  of 
charity;  I  having  made  it  wholly  my  bufinefs  to  print 
for  poor  difconfolate  authors,  whom  all  other  book- 
fellers  refufe.  Only  God  blefs  Sir  Richard  Blackmore! 
you  know  he  takes  no  copy-jnoncy. 

The  fecond  collection  of  poems,  which  I  ground- 
lefsly  called  Mr.  Prior's,  will  fell  for  nothing,  and 
hath  not  yet  paid  the  charge  of  the  advertifements, 
which  I  was  obliged  to  publifh  againjl  him :  therefore 
you  may  as  well  fupprefs  the  edition,  and  beg  that 
gentleman's  pardon  in  the  name  of  a  dying  Chriftian. 

The  French  Cato,  with  the  criticifm  fhewing  how 
fuperior  it  is  to  Mr.  Addifon's,  (which  I  wickedly 
afcribed  to  Madam  Dacier,)  may  be  fupprelTed  at  a 
reafonable  rate,  being  damnably  tranflated. 

I  proteft  I  have  no  animofity  to  Mr.  Rowe,  having 
printed  part  of  Callipadia,  and  an  incorrect  edition  of 
his  poems  without  his  leave  in  quarto.  Mr.  Gildon's 
Rehearfal,  or  Bays  the  younger,  did  more  harm  to  me 
than  to  Mr.  Rowe;  though,  upon  the  faith  of  an 
honeft  man,  I  paid  him  double  for  abufing  both  him 
and  Mr*  Pope. 

A  a  2  Heaven 
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Htaven  pardon  me  for  publifhing  the  Trials  of 
Sodomy,  in  an  Elzevir  letter!  but  I  humbly  hope,  my 
printing  Sir  Richard  Blackmore's  EJfays  will  atone  for 
them.  I  beg  that  you  will  take  what  remains  of  thele 
Iaft,  (which  is  near  the  whole  impreffion,  prefents 
excepted,)  and  let  my  poor  widow  have  in  exchange 
the  fole  property  of  the  copy  of  Madam  Mafcranny. 

\_Here  Mr.  Pemberton  interrupted,  and  would  by  ns 
means  confetti  to  this  article;  about  which fome  difpute 
might  have  arifen  unbecoming  a  dying  per/on,  if  Mr. 
Lintot  had  not  interpofed,  and  Mr.  Cur  11  vomited.'] 

What  this  poor  unfortunate  man  fpoke  afterwards, 
was  fo  indijlincl,  and  in  fitch  broken  accents,  (being  per- 
petually interrupted  by  vomitings,}  that  the  reader  is 
intreatcd  to  excufe  the  confujton  and  imperfeclion  of  this 
account. 

Dear  Mr.  Pemberton,  I  beg  you  to  beware  of  the 
indiclment  at  Hicks's-hall  for  publifhing  Rochefler's 
bawdy  poems ;  that  copy  will  otherwife  be  my  boil 
legacy  to  my  dear  wife,  and  helplefs  child. 

The  cafe  of  impotence  was  my  bed  fupport  all  the  Iaft 
long  vacation. 

\_In  this  lafl  paragraph  Mr.  CurlPs  voice  grew  more 
free,  fir  his  vomitings  abated  upon  bis  dejeclions,  and  he 
fpoke  what  follows  from  his  clofc-flool.~\ 

For  the  copies  of  noblemens  and  bifhops  lafl  wills 
and  tcjlaments,  I  foiemnly  declare,  I  printed  them  not 

with 
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with  any  purpofe  of  defamation;  but  merely  as  I 
thought  thofe  copies  lawfully  purchafed  from  Doctors 
Commons,  at  one  /billing  a-piece.  Our  trade  in  wills 
turning  to  fmall  account,  we  may  divide  them  blind- 
fold. 

For  Mr.  Manwaring's  Life,  I  afk  Mrs.  Oldfield's 
pardon :  neither  bis  nor  my  Lord  Hallifax's  lives, 
though  they  were  of  fervice  to  their  country,  were  of 
any  to  me:  but  I  was  refolved,  fince  I  could  not 
print  their  works  while  they  lived,  to  print  their  liws 
after  they  were  dead. 

While  he  was  fpeaking  thefe  words,  Mr. c  Oldmixon 
entered.  "  Ah  !  Mr.  Oldmixon, /aid  poor  Mr.  Curll* 
to  what  a  condition  have  your  works  reduced  me !  I 
die  a  martyr  to  that  unlucky  prefac:.  However,  in 
thefe  my  lad  moments  I  will  be  juft  to  all  men  ;  you 
mall  have  your  third  [hare  of  the  Court  Poems,  as  was 
flipulated.  When  I  am  dead,  where  will  you  find 
another  bookfeller  ?  Your  Protejlant  packet  might  have 
fupported  you,  had  you  writ  a  little  lefs  fcurriloufly; 
there  is  a  mean  in  all  things." 

Here  Mr.  Lintot  interrupted.  Why  not  find  another 
bookfeller,  brother  Curll  ?  and  then  took  Mr.  Oldmixon 

afide 

c  Oldmixon,  of  all  hiftorians,  was  perhaps  the  mod  unprincipled  : 
his  critical  hillory  of  England  is  full  of  calumny  and  falfehood  ; 
yet  his  ahufe  of  the  Stuatts  recommended  him  fa  much  to  the 
favour  of  the  Court,  that  he  was  rewarded  with  the  Colledlorfhip 
»f  the  CulWms  at  Bridgewater.  Bannister. 

A  A  3 
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afide  and  whifpered  him :  "  Sir,  as  foon  as  Cur  11  is 
dead,  I  fhall  be  glad  to  talk  with  you  over  a  pint  at 
the  Devil." 

Mr.  Curll  now  turning  to  Mr.  Pemberton,  told 
him,  he  had  feveral  taking  title-pages,  that  only  wanted 
{reatifes  to  be  wrote  to  them ;  and  earneftly  defired, 
that  when  they  were  written,  his  heirs  might  have 
fome  (hare  of  the  profit  of  them. 

After  he  had  faid  this,  he  fell  into  horrible  grip- 
ings,  upon  which  Mr.  Lintot  advifed  him  to  repeat 
the  Lord's  prayer.  He  defired  his  wife  to  ftep  into, 
the  fhop  for  a  Common-prayer  book,  and  read  it  by  the 
help  of  a  candle  without  hefitation.  He  clofed  the 
book,  fetched  a  groan,  and  recommended  to  Mrs. 
Curll  to  give  forty  millings  to  the  poor  of  the  parifh 
of  St.  Dunflan's,  and  a  week's  wages  advance  to  each 
of  his  gentleman-authors,  with  fome  fmall  gratuity  in 
particular  to  Mrs.  Centlivre. 

The  poor  man  Continued  for  fome  hours  with  all 
his  difconfolate  family  about  him  in  tears,  expecting 
his  final  dhTolution ;  when  of  a  fudden  he  was  fur- 
prifmgly  relieved  by  a  plentiful  fectid  (tool,  which 
obliged  them  all  to  retire  out  of  the  room.  Notwith- 
itanding,  it  is  judged  by  Sir  Richard  Blackmore, 
that  the  poifon  is  flill  latent  in  his  body,  and  will 
IHWy  deftroy  him  by  flow  degrees  in  lefs  than  a 
month.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  the  other  enemies  of  this 
wretched  ftatiooer  will  not  further  purfue  their  re- 
venge, or  mortcn  this  fhort  period  of  his  miferable 
life 
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A  further  Account  of  the  mod  deplorable. 
Condition  of  Mr.  Edmund  Curll, 
Bookfeller. 

npHE  public  is  already  acquainted  with  the  manner 
of  Mr.  Curll's  impoifonment  by  a  faithful,  though 
impolite  hiftorian  of  Grub-flreet.  I  am  but  the  con- 
tinuer  of  his  hiflory  ;  yet  hope  a  due  dKlinction 
will  be  made  between  an  undignifkd  fcribbler  of  a 
iheet  and  half,  and  the  author  of  a  three-penny  ditched 
book,  like  myfelf. 

"  Wit,  faith  Sir  Richard  Blachmrc  %  proceeds 
from  a  concurrence  of  regular  and  exalted  ferments, 
and  an  affluence  of  animal  fpirits  rectified  and  refined 
to  a  degree  of  purity."  On  the  contrary,  when  the 
igneous  particles  rife  with  the  vital  liquor,  they  pro- 
duce an  abftraclion  of  the  rational  part  of  the  foul, 
which  we  commonly  call  madncfs.  The  verity  of  this 
hypothefis  is  juftified  by  the  fymptoms  with  which 
the  unfortunate  Mr.  Edmund  Curll,  bookfeller,  hath 
been  afflicted,  ever  fince  his  fwallowiug  the  poifon  at 
the  Swan-tavern  in  Fleet-ftreet.  For  though  the 
neck  of  his  retort,  which  carries  up  the  animal  fpiritsj 
to  the  head,  is  of  an  extraordinary  length;  yet  the 
laid  animal  fpirits  rife  muddy,  being   contaminated 

with 

a  Blackmore's  Eflays,  vol.  i.  Warton. 
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with  the  inflammable  particles  of  this  uncommon 
poifon. 

The  fymptoms  of  his  departure  from  his  ufual 
temper  of  mind  were  at  firfl  only  /peaking  civilly  to 
his  cuftomers,  finging  a  pig  with  a  new  purchafed  libel, 
and  refufmg  two  and  nine-pence  for  Sir  Richard  Black- 
more*s  Effays. 

As  the  poor  man's  frenzy  increafed,  he  began  to 
void  his  excrements  in  his  bed,  read  Rochc/lcr's  bawdy 
poems  to  his  wife,  gave  Oldmixon  a  flap  on  the  chops, 

and  would  have   kijfed   Mr,  Pembertons   a by 

violence. 

But  at  laft  he  came  to  fuch  a  pafs,  that  he  would 
dine  upon  nothing  but  copper-plates,  took  a  chflcr  for  a 
whipt  fyllabub,  and  made  Mr.  Lintot  eat  afuppofttory, 
for  a  radijlo,  with  bread  and  butter. 

We  leave  it  to  every  tender  wife  to  imagine,  how 
forely  all  this  afflicted  poor  Mrs.  Curll :  at  firfl  fhe 
privately  put  a  bill  into  feveral  churches,  defiring  the 
prayers  of  the  congregation  for  a  wretched  Jlationer 
diflempered  in  mind.  But  when  fhe  was  fadly  con- 
vinced, that  his  misfortune  was  public  to  all  the 
world,  fhe  writ  the  following  letter  to  her  good  neigh- 
bour Mr.  Lintot : 

A  true  copy  of  Mrs.  Curll' s  letter  to  Mr.  Lintot. 

ts  Worthy  Mr.  Lintot, 
"  YOU  and  all  the  neighbours   know  too  wcli 
the  frenzy  with  which  my  poor  man  is  vifited.     I 

never 
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never  perceived  he  was  out  of  himfelf,  till  that  me- 
lancholy day  that  he  thought  he  was  poifoned  in  a 
glafs  of  fack ;  upon  this  he  ran  a-vomiting  all  over 
the  houfe,  nay,  in  the  new-wafhed  dining-room. 
Alas  !  this  is  the  greateft  adverfity  that  ever  befel  my 
poor  man,  fince  he  loft  one  tejlide  at  fchool  by  the 
bite  of  a  black  boar.  Good  Lord !  if  he  mould  die, 
where  mould  I  difpofe  of  the  ftock  ?  unlefs  Mr.  Pem- 
berton  or  you  would  help  a  diftrefled  widow;  for 
God  knows,  he  never  published  any  books  that  lafled 
above  a  week,  fo  that  if  he  wanted  daily  books,  we 
wanted  daily  bread.  I  can  write  no  more,  for  I  hear 
the  rap  of  Mr.  Curll's  ivory-headed  cane  upon  the 

counter. Pray  recommend  me  to  your  pq/lry-cooky 

who  furnifhes  you  yearly  with  tarts  in  exchange  for 
your  paper,  for  Mr.  Curll  has  difobliged  ours,  fmce 
his  fits  came  upon  him; — before  that  we  generally 
lived  upon  baked  meats. — He  is  coming  in,  and  I 
have  but  juft  time  to  put  his /on  out  of  the  way  for 
fear  of  mifchief :  fo  wifhing  you  a  merry  Eafter,  I 
remain 

Your  molt  humble  fervant, 

C.  CURLL." 

"  P.  S.  As  to  the  report  of  my  poor  hufband's 
ftealing  of  calf,  it  is  really  groundlefs,  for 
he  always  binds  mjheep" 


But 
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But  return  we  to  Mr.  Curll,  who  all  Wednesday 
continued  outrageoufly  mad.  On  Thurfday  he  had 
a  lucid  interval,  that  enabled  him  to  fend  a  general 
fummons  to  all  his  authors.  There  was  but  one  por- 
ter, who  could  perforin  this  office,  to  whom  he  gave 
the  following  bill  of  directions,  where  to  find  them. 
This  bill,  together  with  Mrs.  Curll's  original  letter, 
lie  at  Mr.  Lintot's  fhop  to  be  perufed  by  the  curious. 

Infiruclions  to  a  porter  how  to  find  Mr.  Curll's  Authors. 

"  At  a  tallow-chandler's  in  Petty  France,  half-way 
under  the  blind  arch,  afk  for  the  hijlorian. 

"  At  the  Bedftead  and  Bolfler,  a  mufic-houfe  in 
Moorfields,  two  tranflators  in  a  bed  together, 

"  At  the  Hercules  and  Still  in  Vinegar-yard,  a 
fchoolmafler  with  carbuncles  on  .his  nofe. 

"  At  a  blackfmith's  mop  in  the  Friars,  a  Pindaric 
writer  in  red  ftockings. 

"  In  the  Calendar-mill-room  at  Exeter-change,  a 
compofer  of  meditations. 

"  At  the  Three  Tobacco-pipes  in  Dog  and  Bitch 
yard,  one  that  has  been  a  parfon,  he  wears  a  blue 
camblet  coat,  trimmed  with  black :  my  belt  writer 
againfl:  revealed  religion. 

"  At  Mr.  Summers,  a  thief-catcher's,  in  Lewkner's 
Jane,  the  man  that  wrote  againfl  the  impiety  of  Mr. 
Rowe's  plays. 

"  At  the  Farthing  pye-houfe  in  Totting-fields,  the 
young  man  who  is  writing  my  new  paftorals. 

3  "  At 


CONDITION  OF  E.  CURLL.         36$ 

^  At  the  Laundrefles,  at  the  Hole  in  the  Wall  in 
Curfitors-alley,  up  three  pair  of  flairs,  the  author  of 

my  Church-hiftory^ -if  his  flux  be  over You 

may  alfo  fpeak  to  the  gentleman  who  lies  by  him  in 
the  flock-bed,  my  index-maker, 

"  The  Cook's  b  wife  in  Buckingham-court :  bid  her 
bring  along  with  her  the  finales,  that  were  lent  her 
for  her  next  new  play. 

"  Call  at  Budge-row  for  the  gentleman  you  ufed 
to  go  to  in  the  cockloft ;  I  have  taken  av\  ay  the  ladder, 
but  his  landlady  has  it  in  keeping. 

"  I  don't  much  care  if  you  afk  at  the  Mint  for  the 
old  beetle-browed  critic,  and  the  purblind  poet  at  the 
Alley  over  againft  St.  Andrew's  Holborn.  But  this 
as  you  have  time." 

All  thefe  gentlemen  appeared  at  the  hour  appointed 
in  Mr.  Curll's  dining-room,  two  excepted  j  one  of 
whom  was  the  gentleman  in  the  cockloft,  his  landlady 
fceing  out  of  the  way,  and  the  gradus  ad  Parnajfum 
taken  down ;  tjie  other  happened  to  be  too  clofely* 
watched  by  the  bailiffs. 

They  no  fooner  entered  the  room,  but  all  of  them 
mewed  in  their  behaviour  fome  fufpicion  of  each  other ; 
fome  turning  away  their  heads  with  an  air  of  con- 
tempt ;  others  fquinting  with  a  leer,  that  fhewed  at 
once  fear  and  indignation,  each  with  a  Haggard  ab- 
ftra&ed  mien,  the  lively  picture  of  fcorn,  folitude,  and 

Jhort 

&  Mrs.  Centlivrc.  Wart  on. 
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fart-commons.  So  when  a  keeper  feeds  his  hungry 
charge  of  vultures,  panthers,  and  of  Libyan  leopards, 
each  eyes  his  fellow  with  a  fiery  glare  :  high  hung, 
the  bloody  liver  tempts  their  raaw.  Or  as  a  houfe- 
wife  (lands  before  her  pales,  furrounded  by  her  geefc ; 
they  fight,  they  hifs,  the  gaggle,  beat  their  wings, 
and  down  is  fcattered  as  the  winter's  fnow,  for  a  poor 
grain  of  oat,  or  tare,  or  barley.  Such  looks  mot 
through  the  room  tranfverfe,  oblique,  direct ;  fuch 
was  the  Mir  and  din,  till  Curll  thus  fpoke  (but  with- 
out rifmg  from  his  clofe-ftool)  : 

"  Whores  and  authors  mull  be  paid  before-hand  to 
put  them  in  good  humour  ;  therefore  here  is  half  a 
crown  a-piece  for  you  to  drink  your  own  healths,  and 
confufion  to  Mr.  Addifon,  and  all  other  fuccefsful 
writers. 

"  Ah,  Gentlemen  !  what  have  I  not  done  ?  what 
have  I  not  fulfered,  rather  than  the  world  mould  be 
deprived  of  your  lucubrations  ?  I  have  taken  invo- 
luntary purges,  I  have  been  vomited,  three  times 
have  I  been  caned,  once  was  1  hunted,  twice  was  my 
head  broke  by  a  grenadier,  twice  was  1  tolfed  in  a 
blanket ;  I  have  had  boxes  on  the  ear,  flaps  on  the 
chops  ;  I  have  been  frighted,  pumped,  kicked,   flan- 

dered,  and   befhitten. 1   hope,   Gentlemen,    you 

are  all  convinced,  that  this  author  of  Mr.  Lintot's 
could  mean  nothing  elfe  but  flarving  you,  by  poifon- 
ing  me.  It  remains  for  us  to  confult  the  belt  and 
fpccdicft  methods  of  revenge." 

He 
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He  had  fcarce  done  fpeaking,  but  the  hiftorian 
propofed  a  hiftory  of  his  life.  The  Exeter-Exchange 
gentleman  was  for  penning  articles  of  his  faith. 
Some  pretty  fmart  Pindaric,  fays  the  red-flocking 
poet,  would  effectually  do  his  bufinefs.  But  the 
index-maker  (aid,  there  was  nothing  like  an  index  to 
his  Homer. 

After  feveral  debates,  they  came  to  the  following 
refolutions : 

"  Rcfolvcd,  That  every  member  of  this  fociety, 
according  to  his  feveral  abilities,  fhall  contribute  fome 
way  or  other  to  the  defamation  of  Mr.  Pope. 

"  Refolved,  That  towards  the  libelling  of  the  faid 
Pope  there  be  a  fuin  employed  not  exceeding  fix 
pounds  fixteen  millings  and  nine-pence  (not  including 
advertifements). 

"  Re/alved,  That  he  has  on  purpofe,  in  feveral 
paffages,  perverted  the  true  ancient  Heathen  fenfe  of 
Homer,  for  the  more  effectual  propagation  of  the  Po- 
pim  religion. 

"  Refohed,  That  the  printing  of  Homer's  battles, 
■at  this  juncture,  has  been  the  occafion  of  all  the  dif- 
turbances  of  this  kingdom. 

"  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Barnevelt  be  invited  to  be 
a  member  of  this  fociety,  in  order  to  make  further 
difcoveries.  ' 

"  Rtfolved,  That  a  number  of  effective  errata's  be 
raifed  out  of  Pope's  Homer  (not  exceeding  \J.\6), 
and   that  every  gentleman,  who   fhall  fend  in  one 

error. 
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error,   for  his  encouragement  fhall  have  the  whole 
works  of  this  fociety  gratis. 

"  Refohed,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  ten  millings 
and  fixpence  be  diflributed  among  the  members  of 
this  fociety  for  coffee  and  tobacco,  in  order  to  enable 
them  the  more  effectually  to  defame  him  in  coffee* 
houfes. 

"  Refohed,  That  towards  the  further  lenening  the 
character  of  the  faid  Pope,  fome  perfons  be  deputed 
to  abufe  him  at  ladies  tea-tables,  and  that  in  confi- 
deration  our  authors  are  not  well  drifted  enough* 

Mr.  C y  and  Mr.  Ke 1  be  deputed  for  that, 

fervice. 

"  Refohed,  That  a  ballad  be  made  againft  Mr. 
Pope,  and  that  Mr.  Oldmixon  %  Mr.  Gildon% 
and  Mrs.  Centlivre%  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
fame. 

"  Refohed,  That,  above  all,  fome  effectual  ways 
and  means  be  found  to  encreafe  the  joint  flock  of  the 
reputation  of  this  fociety,  which  at  prefent  is  ex- 
ceeding low,  and  to  give  their  works  the  greater  cur- 
rency ;  whether  by  railing  the  denomination  of  the 
faid  works  by  counterfeit  title-pages,  or  mixing  a 
greater  quantity  of  the  fine  metal  of  other  authors 
with  the  alloy  of  this  fociety. 

"  Refohed, 

c  See  Oldmixon's  character  and  exploits  in  the  Dunciad,  book 
ii.  v.  283. 

d  (  f  Gildon,  fee  Dunciad,  book  i.  v.  296. 

e  Mrs.  Sufanna  Centlivre,  is  the  flip-fhod  fybil  in  the  Dunciad, 
book  iii.  v.  15.  Warton. 
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"  Refolvcd,  That  no  member  of  this  fociety  for 
the  future  mix  fiout  in  his  ale  in  a  morning,  and 
that  Mr.  B remove  from  the  Hercules  and  Still. 

"  Refolvcd,  That  all  our  members  (except  the 
wok's  wife)  be  provided  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
the  vivifying  drops,  or  By field's  fal  volatile. 

"  Refolved,  That  Sir  Richard  Blackmore f  be  ap- 
pointed to  "endue  this  fociety  with  a  large  quantity 
of  regular  and  exalted  ferments  in  order  to  enliven 
their  cold  fentiments  (being  his  true  receipt  to  make 
wits5.)" 

Thefe  refolutions  being  taken,  the  afiembly  was 
ready  to  break  up,  but  they  took  fo  near  a  part  in 
Mr.  Curll's  afflictions,  that  none  of  them  could  leave 
him  without  giving  him  fome  advice  to  reinitate  him 
in  his  health. 

Mr.  Gildon  was  of  opinion,  that  in  order  to  drive 

a  Rope  out  of  his  belly,  he  mould  get  the  mummy 

of  fome  deceafed  Moderator  of  the  general  ajfembly 

in  Scotland,  to  be  taken  inwardly,  as  an  effectual 

antidote  againft  Antichrijl ;  but  Mr.   Oldmixon  did 

conceive,  that  the  liver  of  the  perfon  who  admini- 

ftered  the  poifon,  boiled  in  broth,  would  be  a  more 

certain  cure. 

While 

{  Sir  Richard  Blackmore,  in  his  Efiays,  vol.  ii.  p.  270.  ac- 
c'ufed  Mr.  Pope  in  very  high  and  fober  terms,  of  profanenefs  and 
immorality,  on  the  mere  report  of  Curll,  that  he  was  author  .of 
a  traveftie  on  the  firft  Pfalm.  Warburto.v'. 

There  is  little  doubt  but  that  Pope  Wrote  th?3  traveftie. 

*  See  page  3 1 8. 
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While  the  company  were  expecting  the  thanks 
of  Mr.  Curll  for  thefe  demonftrations  of  their  zeal, 
a  whole  pile  of  Sir  Richard's  Effays  on  a  fudden  fell 
on  his  head  ;  the  fhock  of  which  in  an  inftant  brought 
back  his  delirium.  He  immediately  rofe  up,  over- 
turned the  clofe-ftool,  and  befh-t  the  Effays  (which 
may  probably  occafion  a  fee ond  edition)  ;  then  without 
putting  up  his  breeches,  in  a  mod  furious  tone  he 
thus  broke  out  to  his  books,  which  his  diftempered 
imagination  reprefented  to  him  as  alive,  coming  down 
from  their  {helves,  fluttering  their  leaves,  and  flapping 
their  covers  at  him. 

Now  G — d  damn  all  folios,  quartos,  oclavos,  and 
duodecimos!  ungrateful  varlets  that  you  are,  who  have 
ib  long  taken  up  my  houfe  without  paying  for  your 
lodging !  Are  you  not  the  beggarly  brood  of  fum- 
bling journeymen  !  born  in  garrets  among  lice  and  cob- 
webs, nurfed  up  on  grey  peas,  bullocks  liver,  and  por- 
ters ale  ? Was  not  the   firfb  light  you  faw,  the 

farthing  candle  I  paid  for  ?  Did  you  not  come  before 

your  time  into  dirty  Jhcets  of  brown  paper? And 

have  not  I  clothed  you  in  double  royal,  lodged  you 
handfomely  on  decent  fhclves,  laced  your  backs  with 
gold,  equipped  you  with  fplendid  titles,  and  fent  you 
into  the  world  with  the  names  of  perfons  of  quality  ? 
Mud  I  be  always  plagued  with  you  ?  Why  flutter  ye 
your  leaves  and  flap  your  covers  at  me  ?  Damn  ye  all, 
ye  wolves  in  Jheeps  cloathing  ;  rags  ye  were,  and  to  rags 
ye  fiall  return.     Why  hold  you  forth  your  texts  to 

me, 
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me,  ye  paltry  fermons  ?  Why  cry  ye, — at  every  word 
tg  me,  ye  bawdy  poems  ? — To  my  fhop  at  Tunbridge 
ye  fhall  go,  by  G — ,  and  thence  be  drawn  like  the 
reft  of  your  predeceffors,  bit  by  bit,  to  the  pajpige- 
honfe  ;  for  in  this  prefent  emotion  of  my  bowels,  how 
do  I  compaffionate  thofe  who  have  great  need,  and 
nothing  to  wipe  their  breech  with  ? 

Having  faid  this,  and  at  the  fame  time  recollecting 
that  his  own  was  yet  unwiped,  he  abated  of  his  fury, 
and  with  great  gravity  applied  to  that  function  the 
unfinifhed  meets  of  the  conduct  of  the  Earl  of  Not- 
tingham. 


Nothing  more  difgufting  ever  iflued  from  thofe  garrets  and 
cellars,  which  Pope  fpeaks  of  fo  contemptuoufly.  If  he  was 
fo  outrageous  againft  the  reptiles  of  the  Sinks  of  literature,  he 
mould  have  (hewn  his  own  fuperiority,  by  difdaining  the  language, 
and  images,  which  could  only  become  thofe  whom  he  abufes. 


VOL.  VI.  B  B 
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A  ftrange  but  true  Relation  how  Mr.  Ed- 
mund Curll,  of  Fleet-flreet,  Stationer,  out 
of  an  extraordinary  Defire  of  Lucre,  went  into 
'Change-alley,  and  was  converted  from  the 
Chriftian  Religion  by  certain  eminent  Jews  ; 
and  how  he  was  circumcifed,  and  initiated  int© 
their  Myfteries. 

A  varice    (as  Sir  Richard,  m  the  third  page  of 
his  E  flays,  hath  elegantly  obferved)  is  an  inordi- 
nate impulfe  of  the  foul  towards  the  amajfmg  or  heaping 
together  afuperfuity  of  wealth,  without  the  leajl  regard 
if  applying  it  to  its  proper  ufes. 

And  how  the  mind  of  man  is  poffefled  with  this  vice, 
may  be  feen  every  day  both  in  the  city  and  fuburbs 
thereof.  It  has  been  always  efteemed  by  Plato,  Puffen- 
dorff,  and  Socrates,  as  the  darling  vice  of  old  age  :  but 
now  our  young  men  are  turned  ufurers  and  ftockjob- 
bers  ;  and,  inftead  of  lulling  after  the  real  wives  and 
daughters  of  our  rich  citizens,  they  covet  nothing  but 
their  money  and  eftates.  Strange  change  of  vice!  when 
the  concupifcence  of  youth  is  converted  into  the  cove- 
toufnefs  of  age,  and  thofe  appetites  are  now  become 
venal,  which  fhould  be  venereal. 

In  the  firft  place,  let  us  fhew  you  how  many  of 
the  ancient  worthies  and  heroes  of  antiquity  Tiave 

been 
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been  undone  and  ruined  by  this  deadly  fin  of  ava- 
rice. 

I  fhall  take  the  liberty  to  begin  with  Brutus,  that 
noble  Roman.  Does  not  iEtian  inform  us,  that  he 
received  fifty  broad  pieces  for  the  aflaffination  of  that 
renowned  Emperor  Julius  Csefar,  who  fell  a  facrifice 
to  the  Jews,  as  Sir  Edmund  Bury  Godfrey  did  to  the 
Papifts  ? 

Did  not  Themiftocles  let  in  the  Goths  and  Vandals 
into  Carthage  for  a  fum  of  money,  where  they  barba- 
roufly  put  out  the  other  eye  of  the  famous  Hannibal  ? 
as  Herodotus  hath  it  in  his  ninth  book  upon  the  Ro- 
man medals. 

Even  the  great  Cato  (as  the  late  Mr.  Addifon  hath 
very  well  obferved),  though  otherwife  a  gentleman  of 
good  fenfe,  was  not  unfullied  by  this  pecuniary  con- 
tagion ;  for  he  fold  Athens  to  Artaxerxes  Longimanus 
for  a  hundred  rix-dollars,  which  in  our  money  will 
amount  to  two  talents  and  thirty  fe/iertii,  according 
to  Mr.  Demoivre's  calculation.  See  Hefiod  in  bisfeventb 
chapter  of  Feq/ls  and  Fejiivals. 

Actuated  by  the  fame  diabolical  fpirit  of  gain,  Sylla 
the  Roman  Conful  mot  Alcibiades  the  Senator  with  a 
piftol,  and  robbed  him  of  feveral  ba?ik-bills  and  'che- 
quer-notes to  an  immenfe  value  ;  for  which  he  came  to 
an  untimely  end,  and  was  denied  Chriftian  burial* 
Hence  comes  the  proverb,  Incidat  in  Syllam. 

To  come  near  to  our  own  times,  and  give  you  one 

modern  inftance,  though  well  known,  and  often  quoted 

b  b  2  by 
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by  hiftorians,  was.  Echard,  Dionyfius  Halicarnaffeus, 
Virgil,  Horace,  and  others  :  It  is  that,  1  mean,  of 
the  famous  Godfrey  of  Bulloigne,  one  of  the  great 
heroes  of  the  jioly  war,  who  robbed  Cleopatra  Oueeh 
of  Egypt  of  a  diamond  necklace,  ear-rings,  and  a 
Tompion's  gold  watch  (which  was  given  her  by  Mark 
Anthony);  all  thefe  things  were  found  in  Godfrey's 
breeches  pocket,  when  he  was  killed  at  the  fiege  of 
Damafcus. 

Who  then  can  wonder,  after  fo  manv  <jreat  and  illu- 
ftrious  examples,  that  Mr.  Edmund  Curll  the  flationcr 
fhould  renounce  the  Chrijtian  religion  for  the  Mammon 
of  unrighteoufnefs,  and  barter  his  precious  faith  for 
the  filthv  profpect  of  lucre  in  the  prefent  fluctuation 
oijlocks  ? 

It  having  been  obferved  to  Mr.  Curll,  by  fome  of 
his  ingenious  authors,  (who  1  fear  are  not  over-charged 
with  any  religion.)  what  immenfe  funis  the  Jews  had 
got  by  bubbles*,  kc.  he  immediately  turned  his  mind 
from  the  bufmefs,  in  which  he  was  educated,  but  thri- 
ved little,  and  refolved  to  quit  his  mop  for  'Change- 
alley.  Whereupon  falling  into  company  with  the 
Jews  at  their  club  at  the  fign  of  the  Crofs  in  Cornhill, 

they 

a  Bubble  was  a  name  given  to  all  extravagant  projects,  for 
which  fubferiptions  were  raifed,  and  negociated  at  vail  premiums 
in  'Change-alley,  in  the  year  1720.  A  name  which  allude  J  to  their 
production  by  the  ferment  of  the  South-fea,  and  not  to  their  fplen- 
dor,  emptinefs,  and  inutility  ;  for  it  did  not  become  a  name  of  re- 
proach in  this  cafe,  til!  time  completed  the  metaphor  and  the  bubble 
broke.  Wajlion 
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they  began  to  tamper  with  him  upon  the  mofl  im- 
portant points  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  which  he  for 
feme  time  zealoufly,  and  like  a  good  Gbriftidrt,  obji'r 
nately  defended.  They  promifed  him  Paradife,  and 
many  other  advantages  hereafter  ;  but  he  artfully  in- 
sinuated, that  he  was  more  inclinable  to  liften  to  pre- 
fent  gain.  They  took  the  hint,  and  promifed  him, 
that  immediately  upon  his  converfion  to  their  perfua- 
fion  he  mould  become  as  rich  as  a  Jew. 

They  made  ufe  likewife  of  feveral  other  arguments  j 
to  wit, 

That  the  wifeft  man  that  ever  was,  and  inafmuch 
the  richeft,  beyond  all  peradventure  was  a  Jew,  videli- 
cet, Solomon. 

That  David,  the  man  after  God's  own  heart,  was 
a  Jew  alfo.  And  moil  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  are 
fufpe&ed  for  holding  the  fame  doclrine. 

This  Mr.  Curll  at  firft  ftrenuoufly  denied  ;  for  in- 
deed he  thought  them  Roman  Catholics,  and  fo  far 
was  he  from  giving  way  to  their  temptations,  that  to 
convince  them  of  his  Chriftianity  he  called  for  a  pork 
grijhing. 

They  now  promifed,  if  he  would  poifon  his  wife^ 
and  give  up  his  gri/fting,  that  he  mould  marry  the  rich 
Ben  Meymon's  only  daughter.  This  made  fome  im- 
preffion  on  him. 

They  then  talked  to  him  in  the  Hebrew  tongue, 

which  he  not  underftanding,  it  was  obferved,  had  very 

great  weight  with  him. 

b  b  3  They 
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They  now,  perceiving  that  his  godlincfs  was  only 
gain,  defifted  from  all  other  arguments,  and  attacked 
him  on  his  weak  fide,  namely,  that  of  avarice. 

Upon  which  John  Mendez  offered  him  an  eighth  of 
an  advantageous  bargain  for  the  apojiles  creed,  which 
he  readily  and  wickedly  renounced. 

He  then  fold  the  nine  and  thirty  articles  for  a  bull b ; 
but  infilled  hard  upon  black  puddings,  being  a  great 
lover  thereof. 

Jofhua  Pereira  engaged  to  let  him  mare  with  him 
in  his  bottomrye  ;  upon  this  he  was  perfuaded  out  of 
his  Chrijiian  name  ;  but  he  hull  adhered  to  black  pud- 
dings. 

Sir  Gideon  Lopez  tempted  him  with  forty  pound 
fubfcription  in  Rain's  bubble  ;  for  which  he  was  con- 
tent to  give  up  the  four  evangclijls,  and  he  was  now 
completed  a  perfect  Jew,  all  but  black  pudding  and 
circumcif.on  ;  for  both  of  which  he  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  had  a  difpenfation. 

But 

b  Bulls  and  bears.  He  who  fells  that  of  which  he  is  not  poffcfled, 
is  proverbially  faid  to  fell  the  fkin  before  he  has  caught  the  bear. 
It  wad  the  practice  of  flockjobbers  in  the  year  1720,  to  enter  into 
contract  for  transferring  S.  S.  (lock  at  a  future  time  for  a  certain 
price  ;  but  he  who  contracted  to  fell  had  frequently  no  flock  to 
transfer,  nor  did  he  who  bought  intend  to  receive  any  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  bargain  ;  the  feller  was  therefore  called  a  bear,  in 
allufion  to  the  proverb  ;  and  the  buyer  a  bull,  perhaps  only  as  a 
fimilar  diltmction.  The  contrail  was  merely  a  wager  to  be  de- 
termined by  the  rife  or  fall  of  Hock  ;  if  it  rofc,  the  feller  paid  the 
difference  to  the  buyer  proportioned  to  the  fum  determined  by  the 
fame  computation  to  the  feller.  Wartox. 
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But  on  the  17th  of  March,  Mr.  Curll  (unknown  to 
his  wife)  came  to  the  tavern  aforefaid.  At  his  en- 
trance into  the  room  he  perceived  a  meagre  man, 
with  a  fallow  countenance,  a  black  forky  beard,  and 
long  vedment.  '  In  his  right  hand  he  held  a  large 
pair  of  fheers,  and  in  his  left  a  red-hot  fearing-iron. 
At  fight  of  this,  Mr.  Curd's  heart  trembled  within 
him,  and  fain  would  he  retire ;  but  he  was  prevented 
by  fix  Jews,  who  laid  hands  upon  him,  and  unbut- 
toning his  breeches,  threw  him  upon  the  table,  a  pale 
pitiful  fpedtacle. 

He  now  intreated  them  in  the  mod  moving  tone  of 
voice  to  difpenfe  with  that  unmanly  ceremonial,  which 
if  they  would  confent  to,  he  faithfully  promifed,  that 
he  would  eat  a  quarter  of  pafchal  lamb  with  them  the 
next  Sunday  following. 

All  thefe  protedations  availed  him  nothing  ;  for 
they  threatened  him,  that  all  contracts  and  bargains 
mould  be  void,  unlefs  he  would  fubmit  to  bear  all  the 
outward  and  vifible  figns  of  Judaifm. 

Our  apoftate  hearing  this,  dretched  himfelf  upon 
his  back,  fpread  his  legs,  and  waited  for  the  operation: 
but  when  he  faw  the  high  pried  take  up  the  cleft  flick* 
he  roared  mod  unmercifully,  and  fwore  feveral  Chrif- 
tian  oaths,  for  which  the  Jews  rebuked  him. 

The  favour  of  the  effluvia  that  iflued  from  him, 
convinced  the  old  Levite,  and  all  his  aflidants,  that  he 
needed  no  prefent  purgation  ;  wherefore,  without  fur- 
ther anointing  him,  he  proceeded  in  his  office  ;  when, 

b  b  4  by 
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by  an  unfortunate  jerk  upward  of  the  impatient  victim, 
he  loft  five  times  as  much  as  ever  Jew  did  before. 

They,  finding  that  he  was  too  much  circumcifed, 
which,  by  the  levitical  law,  is  worfe  than  not  being 
circumcifed  at  all,  refufed  to  ftand  to  any  of  their 
contracts :  wherefore  they  caft  him  forth  from  their 
fynagogue;  and  he  now  remains  a  moil:  piteous, 
woeful,  and  miferable  fight  at  the  fign  of  the  Old 
Teftament  and  Dial  in  Fleet-ftreet ;  his  wife,  poor 
woman,  is  at  this  hour  lamenting  over  him,  wringing 
her  hands,  and  tearing  her  hair;  for  the  barbarous  Jews 
ftill  keep,  and  expofe  at  Jonathan's  and  Garraway's, 
the  memorial  of  her  lofs,  and  her  hufband's  indignity. 

PRAYER. 

[To  five  thejlampr\ 

Keep  us,  we  befeech  thee,  from  the  hands  of  fuch 
barbarous  and  cruel  Jews,  who  albeit  they  abhor  the 
blood  of  black  puddings,  yet  thirji  they  vehemently  after 
the  blood  of  white  ones.  And  that  we  may  avoid  fuch 
like  calamities,  may  all  good  and  well-difpofed  Chriflians 
be  warned  by  this  unhappy  wretch's  woeful  example,  to 
abominate  the  heinous  fin  of  avarice,  which,  fooner  or 
later, ywill  draw  them  into  the  cruel  clutches  of  Satan, 
Papifls,  Jews,  andflockjobbcrs.     Amen. 
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OR 


A  TREATISE, 

Proving  beyond  all  contradiction  the  dangerous  ten- 
dency of  a  late  poem,  in  titled,  The  Rape  of  the 
Lock,  to  government  and  religion. 
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qince  this  unhappy  divifion  of  our  nation  into 
Parties,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  how  many 
artifices  have  been  made  ufe  of  by  writers  to  obfcure 
the  truth,  and  cover  defigns  which  may  be  detrimen- 
tal to  the  public.  In  particular,  it  has  been  their 
cuftom  of  late  to  vent  their  political  fpleen  in  allegory 
and  fable b.  If  an  honeft  believing  nation  is  to  be 
made  a  jell  of,  we  have  a  flory  of  John  Bull  and  his 
wife ;  if  a  treafurer  is  to  be  glanced  at,  an  ant  with  a 
white  ft raw  is  introduced  ;  if  a  treaty  of  commerce  is 
to  be  ridiculed,  it  is  immediately  metamorphofed  into 
a  tale  of  Count  Tariff. 

But  if  any  of  thefe  malevolents  have  a  fmall  talent 
in  rhyme,  they  principally  delight  to  convey  their 

malice 

*  When  the  Rape  of  the  Lock,  Pope's  mod  exquifite  and 
finiihed  poem,  was  publifhed,  Dennis  wrote  fome  criticifms  on  it, 
as  if  there  were  a  latent  meaning  in  many  of  the  incidents,  and 
he  therefore  publicly  accufed  the  author  of  being  an  enemy  of  lis 
king  and  country.  This  trifle  was  written  to  fhew,  in  the  molt  for- 
cible point  of  view,  the  ridiculoufnefs  of  accufations,  founded  on 
fuch  coincidences. 

b  Alluding  to  Swift's  allegorical  hiftory  of  John  Bull,  and  other 
ironical  pieces,  on  the  fide  of  the  Tories. 

The  ant  and  the  white  Jlraw,  is  Lord  Oxford,  and  the  Trea- 
surer's white  wand. 
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malice  in  that  plcafing  way ;  as  it  were,  gilding  the 
pill,  and  concealing  the  poifon  under  the  fweetnefs  of 
numbers. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  well-defigning  fubject  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  he  can,  the  ill-confequsnces  of  fuch 
pernicious  treadles ;  and  I  hold  it  mine  to  warn  the 
public  of  a  late  poem,  intitled,  The  K  ape  of  the  Lock  ; 
which  1  (hall  demonstrate  to  be  of  this  nature. 

It  is  a  common  and  juft  obfervation,  that,  when 
the  meaning  of  any  thing  is  dubious,  one  can  no  way 
better  judge  of  the  true  intent  of  it,  than  by  confider^ 
ing  who  is  the  author,  what  is  his  character  in  general, 
and  his  difpofition  in  particular. 

Now,  that  the  author  of  this  poem  is  a  reputed 
papift,  is  well  known ;  and  that  a  genius  fo  capable 
of  doing  fervice  to  that  caufe  may  have  been  corrupted 
in  the  courfe  of  his  education  by  jefuits  or  others, 
is  juftly  very  much  to  be  fufpected  ;  notwithftanding 
that  feeming  coolnefs  and  moderation,  which  he  had 
been  (perhaps  artfully)  reproached  with  by  thofe  of 
his  own  perfuafion.  They  are  fenfible,  that  this 
nation  is  fecured  by  good  and  wholcfome  laws,  to 
prevent  all  evil  practices  of  the  church  of  Rome ; 
particularly  the  publication  of  books,  that  may  in  any 
fort  propagate  that  doctrine :  their  authors  are  there- 
fore obliged  to  couch  their  defigns  the  deeper ;  and 
though  I  cannot  aver  the  intention  of  this  gentleman 
directly  to  fpread  popifh  doctrines,  yet  it  comes  to 
point   '..  ovcrnnient;   for  the 

3  court. 
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court  of  Rome  knows  very  well,  that  the  church  at 
this  time  is  ib  firmly  founded  on  the  date,  that  the 
only  way  to  (hake  the  oiu  is  by  attacking  the  other. 

What  confirms  me  in  this  opinion,  is  an  accidental 
difcovery  I  made  of  a  very  artful  piece  of  management 
among  his  popifh  friends  and  abetters,  to  hide  his 
whole  defi'gn  upon  the  government,  by  taking  all 
the  characters  upon  themfelves. 

Upon  the  day  that  this  poem  was  publifhed,  it  was 
my  fortune  to  ftep  into  the  Cocoa-tree,  where  a  cer- 
tain gentleman  was  railing  very  liberally  at  the  author 
with  a  pafiion  extremely  well  counterfeited,  for  hav- 
ing, as  he  faid,  reflected  upon  him  in  the  character 
of  Sir  Plume  c.  Upon  his  going  out,  I  enquired  who 
he  was,  and  they  told  me  he  was  a  Reman  Catholic 
Knight. 

I  was  the  fame  evening  at  Will's,  and  faw  a  circle 
round  another  gentleman,  who  was  railing  in  like 
manner,  and  mewing  his  fnuif-box'1  and  cane  to  prove 
he  was  fatirized  in  the  fame  character.  I  afked  this 
gentleman's  name,  and  was  told  he  was  a  Roman 
Catholic  Lord. 

A  day  or  two  after  I  happened  to  be  in  company 
with  the  young  Lady,  to  whom  the  poem  is  dedicated. 
She  alfo  took  up  the  character  of  Belinda  with  much 
franknefs  and  good  humour,  though  the  author  has 

given 

c  For  his  name,  fee  the  poem  : 

."  She  faid,  and  raging  to  Sir  Plume  repairs." 

*  "■ Of  amber  fnujfbcx  vam, 

And  the  nice  conduct  of  a  clouded  sane." 
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given  us  a  hint  in  his  dedication6,  that  he  meant 
fomething  further.  This  Lady  is  alfo  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholic. At  the  fame  time  others  of  the  characters 
were  claimed  by  fome  perfons  in  the  room  j  and  all 
of  them  Roman  Catholics. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  work  itfelf : 

In  all  things  which  are  intricate,  as  allegories  in  their 
own  nature  are,  and  especially  thofe  that  are  induflri- 
oufly  made  fo,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  we  fhould  find 
the  clue  at  firfl  fight :  but  when  once  we  have  laid 
hold  on  that,  we  mall  trace  this  our  author  through 
all  the  labyrinths,  doublings,  and  turnings  of  this  in- 
tricate compofition. 

Firfl  then,  let  it  be  obferved,  that  in  the  mod  de- 
monflrative  fciences  fome  prjlulata  are  to  be  granted, 
upon  which  the  reft  is  naturally  founded. 

The  only  pojlulatum  or  concefhon  which  I  defire  to 
be  made  me,  is,  that  by  the  Lock  is  meant 

The  Barrier  Treaty  f. 

I.  Firfl  then,  I  fhall  difcover,  that  Belinda  reprefents 
Great  Britain,  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  her  late 

Majcjl)'. 

e  "  The  character  of  Belinda  (as  It  is  here  managed)  refembles 
you  in  nothing  but  beauty."  Dedication  to  the  Rape  of  the  Lock. 

Wartok. 

f  For  a  full  account  of  the  political  transactions  relating  to  this 
treaty,  fee  The  Conduct  of  the  Allies ;  and  Remarks  on  the  Bar- 
rier-Treaty, vol.  ii.  Warton. 

Some  of  thefe  admirably  ridiculous  ideas  are  not  very  difiimilar 
from  fome  of  Warburton's  fcrious  difcoveries  of  latent  beauties  in 
Lib  favourite  author. 
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Majejly.  This  is  plainly  feen  in  his  defcription  of 
her : 

On  her  white  breqjl  a  fparkling  crofs  Jhe  bore : 

alluding  to  the  ancient  name  of  Albion,  from  her 
•white  cliffs,  and  to  the  crofs  which  is  the  enfign  of 
England. 

II.  The  baron,  who  cuts  oil  the  Lock,  or  barrier- 
treaty,  is  the  E.  of  Oxford. 

III.  Clariffa,  who  lent  the  fciffars,  my  Lady  Mafham. 

IV.  Tbaleftris,  who  provokes  Belinda  to  refent  the 
lofs  of  the  Lock,  or  Treaty,  the  Duchefs  of  Marlbo- 
rough. 

V.  Sir  Plume,  who  is  moved  by  Thaleftris  to  re- 
demand  it  of  Great  Britain,  Prince  Eugene,  who  came 
hither  for  that  purpofe. 

There  are  fome  other  inferior  characters,  which  we 
(hall  obferve  upon  afterwards ;  but  I  fhall  firft  explain 
the  foregoing. 

The  firft;  part  of  the  Baron's  character  is  his  beigg 
adventurous,  or  enterprizing,  which  is  the  common 
epithet  given  to  the  Earl  of  Oxford  by  his  enemies. 
The  prize  he  afpires  to  is  the  treafury,  in  order  to 
which  he  offers  a  facrifice : 


an  altar  built 


Of  twelve  vaft  French  romances  neatly  gilt. 

Our  author  here  takes  occafion  malicioufly  to  infi- 
nuate  the  flateman's  love  to  France  j  reprefenting  the 

books 
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books  he  chiefly  ftudies  to  be  vaft  French  romances : 
thefe  are  the  vaft  profpedts  from  the  friendfhip  and 
alliance  of  France,  which  he  fatirically  calls  romances: 
hinting  thereby,  that  thefe  promifes  and  proteftations 
were  no  more  to  be  relied  on  than  thofe  idle  legends. 
Of  thefe  he  is  faid  to  build  an  altar ;  to  intimate  that 
the  foundation  of  his  fchemes  and  honours  was  fixed 
upon  the  French  romances  abovementioned  E. 

A  fan,  a  garter,  half  a  pair  of  gloves. 

One  of  the  things  he  facrifices  is  a  fan,  which,  both 
for  its  gaudy  (how  and  perpetual  fluttering,  has  been 
held  the  emblem  of  woman  :  this  points  at  the  change 
of  the  ladies  of  the  bed-chamber h.  The  garter  alludes 
to  the  honours  he  conferred  on  fome  of  his  friends ; 
and  we  may,  without  draining  the  fenfe,  call  the  half 
pair  of  gloves  a  gauntlet,  the  token  of  thofe  military 
employments,  which  he  is  faid  to  have  facrificed  to 
his  defigns.     The  prize,  as  I  faid  before,  means  the 

treafury, 

5  The  outcry  agair.il  Lord  Oxford  at  the  time  was,  that  he 
was  in  the  iutereit  or'  the  Pretender,  and  had  corresponded 
with  the  court  of  France.  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
fchemes  of  Boliugbroke  and  others,  there  is  now  little  doubt  but 
that  Lord  Oxford  himfelf  had  no  idea  of  changing  the  pro- 
tectant fuccefiion. 

h  The  Duchtfs  of  Marlborough  had  been  lady  of  the  bed- 
chamber, but  her  imperious  manner  foon  alienated  the  romantic 
affection  of  the  Queen,  though  they  had  correfponded  for  fome 
years,  under  the  afiumed  names  of  Mi*?.  Morley  and  Mrs.  Free- 
man.—  Mrs.  Malham,  a  diflant  relation,  was  introduced  by  the 
Uuchefs,  whom  fhe  afterwards  entirely  fupplanted  in  the  Queen's 
confidence. 
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Ueafury,  which  he  makes  his  prayer  foon  to  obtain^  and 
long  to  poffcfs. 

The  pow'rs  gave  ear,  and  granted  half  his  pray'r, 
The  rcfl,  the  zuinds  difpers'd  in  empty  air. 

In  the  firfl  of  thefe  lines  he  gives  him  the  treafury, 
and  in  the  lad  fuggefts,  that  he  mould  not  long  poffefs 
that  honour. 

That  Thaleflris  is  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough, 
appears  both  by  her  nearnefs  to  Belinda,  and  by  this 
author's  malevolent  fuggeflion  that  me  is  a  lover  of 
war. 

To  arms,  to  amis,  the  bold  Thaleflris  cries  : 

But  more  particularly  by  feveral  paflfages  in  herfpeech 
to  Belinda  upon  the  cutting  off  the  lock,  or  treaty. 
Among  other  things  (he  fays,  Was  it  for  this  you  bound 
your  locks  in  paper  durance  ?  Was  it  for  this  fo  much 
paper  has  been  fpent  to  fecure  the  barrier-treaty  ? 

Methinks,  already  I  your  tears  furvey  ; 
Already  hear  the  horrid  things  they  fay  ; 
Already  fee  you  a  degraded  toafl. 

This  defcribes  the  afperfions  under  which  that  good 
Princefs  fuffered,  and  the  repentance  which  mufl  have 
followed  the  diflblution  of  that  treaty  ;  and  particu- 
larly levels  at  the  refufal  fome  people  made  to  drink 
her  Majefty's  health. 

vol.  vi.  c  c  Sir 


386  A  KEY  TO  THE  LOCK. 

Sir  Plume  (a  proper  name  for  a  foldier)  has  all  the 
circum (lances  that  agree  with  Prince  Eugene. 

Sir  Plume,  of amber  fmff-box  juflly  vain, 
And  it  ?  vice  conduit  of  a  clouded  cane, 

With  CM;  .,  1 

It  is  remarkable,  tfc  a  great  taker  of  muff, 

as  well  as  towns ;  his  conduct  of  the  clouded  cane 
gives  him  the  honour  which  is  fo  juflly  his  due,  of  an 
exact  conduct  in  battle,  which  is  figured  by  his  cane 
or  truncheon,  the  enfign  of  a  general.  His  carnejl 
eye,  or  the  vivacity  of  his  look,  is  fo  particularly  re- 
markable in  him,  that  this  character  could  be  miftaken 
for  no  other,  had  not  the  author  purpofely  obfeured 
it  by  the  fictitious  circumftances  of  a  round  unthinking 
face. 

Having  now  explained  the  chief  characters  of  his 
human  pcrfons  (for  there  are  fome  others  that  will 
hereafter  fall  in  by  the  bye,  in  the  fequel  of  this  dif- 
courfe),  I  mall  next  take  in  pieces  his  machinery, 
'cin  the  fatire  is  whollv  confined  to  minifters  of 
ftate. 

The  Sylpha  and  Gnomes  at  firft  fight  appeared  to 
nify  the  two  contending  parties  of  this  nation ; 
for  thefe  being  placed  in*  the  air,  and  thofe  on  the 
nrth,  I  thought  agreed  very  well  with  the  common 
denomination,  high  and  low.  But  as  they  are  made 
to  be  the  firfl  movers  and  influencers  of  all  that  hap- 
,  it  is  plain  they  reprefent  promifcuoufly  the  beads 

»/ 
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of  parties  ;  whom  he  makes  to  be  the  authors  of  all 
thofe  changes  in  the  (late,  which  are  generally  impu- 
ted to  the  levity  and  inftability  of  the  Britim  nation. 

This  erring  mortals  levity  may  call : 

Oh  blind  to  truth  !  the  Sylphs  contrive  it  all. 

But  of  this  he  has  given  us  a  plain  demonftration  ; 
for,  fpeaking  of  thefe  fpirits,  he  fays  in  exprefs  terms, 

-The  chief  the  care  of  nations  own, 


And  guard  with  arms  divine  the  Britifh  throne. 

And  here  let  it  not  feem  odd,  if,  in  this  myfterious 
way  of  writing,  we  find  the  fame  perfon,  who  has  be- 
fore been  reprefented  by  the  Baron,  again  defcribed  in 
the  character  of  Ariel,  it  being  a  common  way  with 
authors,  in  this  fabulous  manner,  to  take  fuch  a  li- 
berty. As  for  inftance,  I  have  read  in  St.  Evremont, 
that  all  the  different  characters  in  Petronius  are  but 
Nero  in  fo  many  different  appearances.  And  in  the 
key  to  the  curious  romance  of  Barclay's  Argenis,  both 
Poliarchus  and  Archombrotus  mean  only  the  king  of 
Navarre. 

We  obferve  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  poem,  that 
Ariel  is  poueflfed  of  the  ear  of  Belinda  ;  therefore  it  is 
abfolutely  neceffary,  that  this  perfon  mufl  be  the  mi- 
nifler  who  was  nearefl  the  Queen.  But  whoever  would 
be  further  convinced,  that  he  meant  the  treafurer,  may 
know  him  by  his  enfigns  in  the  following  line  : 
He  rais'd  his  azure  wand. 

c  c  2  His 
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His  fitting  on  the  majl  of  a  veffel  (hews  his  prefidlng 
over  the  South-fea  trade.  When  Ariel  affigns  to  his 
Sylphs  all  the  pofts  about  Belinda,  what  is  more  clearly 
defcribcd  than  the  treafurer's  difpofmg  of  all  the  places 
in  the  kingdom,  and  particularly  about  her  Majefty  i 
But  let  us  hear  the  lines  : 

2  ~e  fpirits,  to  your  charge  repair, 

The  fiutt*  ring  fan  be  Zephyretta's  care  ; 
The  drops  to  thee,  Brillante,  we  confign, 
And,  Moment'dla,  let  the  watch  be  thine  : 
Do  thou,  Crifpijfa,  tend  her  favrite  lock. 

He  has  here  particularized  the  ladies  and  women  of 
the  bed-chamber,  the  keeper  of  the  cabinet,  and  her 
Majefly's  dreifer,  and  impudently  given  nick-names  to 
each.  To  put  this  matter  beyond  all  difpute,  the 
Sylphs  are  faid  to  be  wonderous  fond  of  place,  in  the 
Canto  following,  where  Ariel  is  perched  nppermoj}, 
and  all  the  reft  take  their  places  fubordinatcly  under 
him. 

Here  again  I  cannot  but  obferve  the  excellive  malig- 
nity of  this  author,  who  could  not  leave  the  character 
of  Ariel  without  the  fame  invidious  ftroke  which  he 
gave  him  in  the  character  of  the  Baron  before : 

Amazd,  confused,  hefaw  his  pow*r  expkrd, 
RefigrCd  to  fate,  and  with  afigh  retired. 

Being  another  prophecy  that  he  mould  rejign  his 
placey  which  it  is  probable  all  minifters  do,  with  zfigh. 

At 
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At  the  head  of  the  Gnomes  he  fets  Umbriel,  a  dufky 
melancholy  fprite,  who  makes  it  his  bufinefs  to  give  Be- 
linda the  fpleen ;  a  vile  and  malicious  fuggeftion  againft: 
fome  grave  and  worthy  minijler.  The  vapours ',  phan- 
toms, vifions,  and  the  like,  are  the  jealoufies,  fears, 
and  cries  of  danger,  that  have  fo  often  affrighted  and 
alarmed  the  nation.  Thofe  who  are  defcribed  in  the 
houfe  of  fpleen,  under  thofe  feveral  fantaftical  forms, 
are  the  fame  whom  their  ill-willers  have  fo  often  called 
the  whimficaL 

The  two  foregoing  fpirits  being  the  only  confider- 
able  characters  of  the  machinery,  I  fhall  but  juft  men- 
tion the  Sylph,  that  is  wounded  with  the  fciffars  at 
the  lofs  of  the  lock,  by  whom  is  undoubtedly  under- 
ftood  my  Lord  Townfhend,  who  at  that  time  received 
a  wound  in  his  character  for  making  the  barrier-treaty, 
and  was  cut  out  of  his  employment  upon  the  diffolution 
of  it  j  but  that  fpirit  reunites,  and  receives  no  harm  ; 

to 

1  The  very  alarm,  and  "  cries  of  danger"  which  they,  who  were 
plotting  again/}  the  government,  affe&ed  to  ridicule,  were  among  the 
caufes  that  their  plots  did  not  fucceed.  In  our  day,  we  have  had 
the  fame  cry  againlt  "  Alarmilts ;"  whereas,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  alarm,  fo  juflly  excited,  all  fubfequent  attempts  to  quell  tha 
ftorm  after  it  had  once  burft  on  us,  would  haye  been  in  vain. — 
When  the  evil  has  taken  place,  it  is  too  late  to  fay, — •'  Who 
could  have  expected  it?"  This  was  written  in  the  year  17 14,  it 
is  faid  ;  the  rebellion  broke  out  the  next  year,  in  which  fome  of 
the  author's  friends  were  concerned  ;  atleaft,  Mr.  Blount,  a  rigid 
Catholic,  foon  after  the  overt  ads  at  Prefton,  thought  it  necef-. 
fary  to  abfent  himfelf  from  England. 

C  c  3 
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to  fignify  that  it  came  to  nothing,  and  his  Lordfhip 
had  no  real  hurt  by  it. 

But  I  mud  not  conclude  this  head  of  the  characters 
without  obferving,  that  our  author  has  run  through 
every  ftage  of  beings  in  fearch  of  topics  for  detrac- 
tion. As  he  has  characterized  fome  perfous  under 
angels  and  men,  fo  he  has  others  under  animals  and 
things  inanimate  ;  he  has  even  reprefented  an  eminent 
clergyman  as  a  dog,  and  a  noted  writer  as  a  tool.  Let 
us  examine  the  former  : 

But  Shock,  who  thought  Jhe  Jlept  too  long, 


Leapt  up,  and  wak'd  his  mijlrefs  with  his  tongue. 
'Twas  then,  Belinda,  if  report  fay  true, 
Thy  eyes  firjl  opened  on  a  billet-doux. 

By  this  Shock  it  is  manifefl  he  has  moil  audacioufly 
and  profanely  reflected  on  Dr.  Sachevercl,  who  leapt 
up,  that  is,  into  the  pulpit,  and  awakened  Great 
Britain  with  his  tongue,  that  is,  with  his  fermcn,  which 
made  fo  much  noife,  and  for  which  he  has  been  fre- 
quently termed  by  others  of  his  enemies,  as  well  as 
by  this  author,  a  dog.  Or  perhaps,  by  his  tongue 
may  be  more  literally  meant  his  fpeech  at  his  trial, 
fmce  immediately  thereupon,  our  author  fays,  her 
eyes  opened  on  a  billet-doux.  Billet-doux  being  addrefles 
to  ladies  from  lovers,  may  be  aptly  interpreted  thofe 
addrefics  of  loving  fubjects  to  her  Majefly,  which  en- 
fued  that  trial. 

The 


A  KEY  TO  THE  LOCK.  391 

The  other  inftance  is  at  the  end  of  the  third 
Canto  : 

Steel  did  the  labours  of  the  gods  dejlroy, 
Andjlrike  to  dujl  tb'  imperial  tow'rs  of  Troy, 
Steel  could  the  works  of  mortal  pride  confound, 
And  hew  triumphal  arches  to  the  ground. 

Here  he  mod  impudently  attributes  the  demoli- 
tion of  Dunkirk,  not  to  the  pleafure  of  her  Majefly, 
or  of  her  miniftry,  but  to  the  frequent  infligations 
of  his  friend  Mr.  Steel.  A  very  artful  pun  to  conceal 
his  wicked  lampoonry ! 

Having  now  confidered  the  general  intent  and  fcope 
of  the  poem,  and  opened  the  characters,  I  fhall  next 
difcover  the  malice  which  is  covered  under  the  epi- 
fodes,  and  particular  pafTages  of  it. 

The  game  at  ombre  is  a  myftical  reprefentation  of 
the  late  -war,  which  is  hinted  by  his  making  fpades 
the  trump ;  fpade  in  Spanilh  fignifying  zfword,  and 
being  yet  fo  painted  in  the  cards  of  that  nation,  to 
which  it  is  well  known  we  owe  the  original  of  our 
cards.  In  this  one  place  indeed  he  has  unawares 
paid  a  compliment  to  the  Queen  and  her  fuccefs  in 
the  war;  for  Belinda  gets  the  better  of  the  two 
that  play  againft  her,  viz.  the  kings  of  France  and 
Spain. 

I  do  not  queftion  but  every  particular  card  has  its 

perfon  and  character  afligned,  which,  no  doubt,  the 

author  has  told  his  friends  in  private ;    but  I  fhall 

c  c  4  only 
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only  inftance  in  the  defcription  of  the  difgrace  under 
which  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  then  fuffered,  which 
is  fo  apparent  in  thefe  verfes  : 

Ev'n  mighty  pam,  that  kings  and  queens  overthrew, 
And  mow'd  down  armies  in  the  fights  of  lu, 
Sad  chance  of  ivar  !  now  destitute  of  aid, 
Falls  imdi/linguijh' d 

And  that  the  author  here  had  an  eye  to  our  modern 
tranfactions,  is  very  plain,  from  an  unguarded  uroke 
towards  the  end  of  this  game  : 

And  now,  as  oft  infome  dillempcr'd  ftate, 
On  one  nice  trick  depends  the  general  fate* 

After  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  the  public  rejoic- 
ings and  thankfgivings  are  ridiculed  in  the  two  follow- 
ing lines  : 

The  nymph,  exulting,  fills  with  Jhouts  the  fky, 
The  walls,  the  woods,  and  long  canals  reply. 

Immediately  upon  which  there  follows  a  malicious 
infmuation,  in  the  manner  of  a  prophecy  (which  we 
have  formerly  obferved  this  feditious  writer  delights 
in),  that  the  peace  mould  continue  but  a  fhort  time, 
and  that  the  day  mould  afterwards  be  curled,  which 
was  then  celebrated  with  fo  much  joy  : 

Sudden  thefe  honours  fijall  befnatchyd  away, 
And  cursed  fir  ever  this  victorious  day. 

As 
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As  the  game  at  ombre  is  a  fatirical  reprefentation  of 
the  late  war k,  fo  is  the  tea-table  that  enfues,  of  the 
council-table,  and  its  confultations  after  the  peace. 
By  this  he  would  hint,  that  all  the  advantages  we 
have  gained  by  our  late  extended  commerce,  are 
only  coffee  and  tea,  or  things  of  no  greater  value. 
That  he  thought  of  the  trade  in  this  place,  appears 
by  the  paffage,  which  reprefents  the  Sylphs  particu- 
larly careful  of  the  rich  brocade ;  it  having  been  a 
frequent  complaint  of  our  mercers,  that  French  bro- 
cades were  imported  in  great  quantities.  I  will  not 
fay  he  means  thofe  prefents  of  rich  gold  Jluff  fuits, 
which  were  faid  to  be  made  her  Majefty  by  the  king 
of  France,  though  I  cannot  butfufped  that  he  glances 
at  it. 

Here  this  author  (as  well  as  the  fcandalous  John 
Dunton)  reprefents  the  miniftry  in  plain  terms  taking 
frequent  cups, 

And  frequent  cups  prolong  the  rich  repaji  ; 

for  it  is  manifeft  he  meant  fomething  more  than  com- 
mon coffee,  by  his  calling  it 

Coffee,  that  makes  the  politician  wife ; 

and 

k  The  war  of  the  allies,  which,  after  the  fplendid  achievements 
of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  was  concluded  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  under  the  adminiftration  of  Lord  Oxford. 

There  is  certainly  great  humour  in  thus  following  up  the  bur- 
lefque  idea,  that  "  more  was  meant  than  met  the  ear." 
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and  by  telling  us,  it  was  this  coffee,  that 

Sent  up  in  vapours  to  the  Baron's  brain 
New  ftratagems 

I  fhall  only  further  obferve,  that  it  was  at  this 
table  the  lock  was  cut  off;  for  where,  but  at  the 
council-board^  fhould  the  barrier-treaty  be  diffolved  ? 

The  enfuing  contentions  of  the  parties •,  upon  the  lols 
of  that  treaty,  are  defcribed  in  the  fquabbles  following 
the  Rape  of  the  Lock  j  and  this  he  ralhly  exprcff  s 
without  any  difguife, 

All  fide  in  parties 


and  here  you  have  a  Gentleman  who  finks  befide  the 
chair :  a  plain  allufion  to  a  noble  Lord,  who  loll  his 
chair  of prefdent  of  the  council. 

I  come  next  to  the  bodkin,  fo  dreadful  in  the  hand 
of  Belinda;  by  which  he  intimates  the  Rritifti  fceptre, 
fo  revered  in  the  hand  of  our  late  auguft  Princefs. 
His  own  note  upon  this  place  tells  us,  he  alludes  to 
a  fceptre ;  and  the  verfes  are  fo  plain,  they  need  no 
remark. 

The  fame  (his  ancient  pcrfonage  to  deck) 
Her  great  great  grandfre  wore  about  his  neck 
In  three  fcal  rings,  which,  after  melted  down, 
Formed  a  rcajl  buckle  for  his  widow's  gown  ; 

Her 
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Her  infant  grandame*s  whifklc  next  it  grew, 
The  bells  foe  ginglcd,  and  the  whiflle  blew  ; 
Then  in  a  bodkin  graced  her  mother's  hairs, 
Which  long  foe  wore,  and  now  Belinda  wears. 

An  open  fatire  upon  hereditary  right !  The  three 
fcal  rings  plainly  allude  to  the  three  kingdoms. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  paflages  in  the  battle,  by  which, 
as  hath  before  been  faid,  he  means  the  fquabble  of 
parties.  Upon  this  occafion  he  could  not  end  the 
defcription  without  teftifying  his  malignant  joy  at 
thofe  diflenfions,  from  which  he  forms  the  profpect 
that  both  mould  be  difappointed,  and  cries  out  with 
triumph,  as  if  it  were  already  accomplifhed, 

Behold  how  oft  ambitious  aims  are  croji, 
And  chiefs  contend  till  all  the  prize  is  loft. 

The  lock  at  length  is  turn'd  into  zjlar,  or  the  old 
barrier-treaty  into  a  new  and  glorious  peace.  This, 
no  doubt,  is  what  the  author,  at  the  time  he  printed 
this  poem,  would  have  been  thought  to  mean ;  in 
hopes  by  that  compliment  to  efcape  the  punifhment 
for  the  reft  of  this  piece.  It  puts  me  in  mind  of  a 
fellow,  who  concluded  a  bitter  lampoon  upon  the 
prince  and  court  of  his  days,  with  thefe  lines : 

Godfave  the  king,  the  commons,  and  the  peers, 
And  grant  the  author  long  may  wear  his  ears. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  this  author  may  think  of  that  peace,  I 
imagine  it  the  mod  extraordinary  Jlar  that  ever  ap- 
peared in  our  hemifphere.  A  Mar,  that  is  to  bring 
us  all  the  wealth  and  gold  of  the  Indies ;  and  from 
whofe  influence,  not  Mr.  John  Partridge  alone  (whofe 
worthy  labours  this  writer  fo  ungeneroufly  ridicules) 
but  all  true  Britons,  may,  with  no  leis  authority  than 
he,  prognofticate  the  fall  of  Lewis  in  the  reftraint  of 
the  exorbitant  power  of  France,  and  the  fate  of 
Rome  in  the  triumphant  condition  of  the  church  of 
England. 

We  have  now  confidered  this  poem  in  its  political 
view,  wherein  we  have  fhewn,  that  it  hath  two  dif- 
ferent walks  of  fatire ;  the  one  in  the  flory  itfelf, 
which  is  a  ridicule  on  the  late  tranfaclions  in  general, 
the  other  in  the  machinery,  which  is  a  fatire  on  the 
mmtfter's  of  flate  in  particular.  I  mall  now  mew  that 
the  fame  poem,  taken  in  another  light,  has  a  ten- 
dency to  popery,  which  is  fecretly  iniinuated  through 
the  whole. 

In  the  fii'it  place,  he  has  conveyed  to  us  the  doc- 
trine of  guardian  angels  and  patron  faints  in  the  ma- 
chinery of  his  Sylphs,  which  being  a  piece  of  popifh 
fuperitition  that  hath  been  exploded  ever  fmcc  the 
reformation,  he  would  revive  under  this  difguife. 
Here  are  all  the  particulars  which  they  believe  of  thofe 
beings,  which  I  fhall  fum  up  in  a  few  heads. 

i/7,  The  fpirits  are  made  to  concern  themfelves 


with  all  human  aclions  in  general. 


idly,  A 
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idly,  A  diftinci  guardian  fpirit  or  patron  is  affigned 
to  each  perfon  in  particular : 

Ofthefe  am  I,  who  thy  proteclion  claim, 
A  watchful  fpriic 

$dly,  They  are  made  directly  to  infpire  dreams, 
vifions,  and  revelations : 

Her  guardian  Sylph  prolong' d  her  balmy  rcfl, 
'Twas  he  had f amnion' d  to  her  filent  bed 
The  morning  dream 

4th ly9  They  arc  made  to  be  fubordinate  in  different 
degrees,  fome  prefiding  over  others.  So  Ariel  has 
his  feveral  under-officers  at  command, 

Superior  by  the  head  was  Ariel  plac'd. 

$thly,  They  are  employed  in  various  offices,  and 
each  hath  his  office  affigned  him : 

Some  in  the  fields  of  purejl  ather  play, 
And  bajk  and  whiten  in  the  blaze  of  day  ; 
Some  guide  the  courfe,  &c. 

Cthly,  He  hath  given  his  fpirits  the  charge  of  the 
feveral  parts  of  drefs ;  intimating  thereby,  that  the 
faints  prefide  over  the  feveral  parts  of  human  bodies. 
They  have  one  faint  to  cure  the  tooth-ach,  another 
the  gripes,  another  the  gout,  and  fo  of  the  reft : 

The  fluttering  fan  be  Zephyretta's  care. 
The  drops  to  thee,  Brillante,  we  conflgn,  &c. 

7>% 
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Jthly,  They  are  reprefented  to  know  the  thoughts 
of  men : 

As  on  the  nofegay  in  her  breajl  reclined. 
He  watch* d  th*  ideas  rifing  in  her  mind. 

Sth'y,  They  are  made  protectors  even  to  animal 
and  irrational  beings : 

Ariel  himfclf  foall  be  the  guard  of  Shock. 

So  St.  Anthony  prefides  over  hogs,  he. 

qth/y.  They  are  made  patrons  of  whole  kingdoms 
and  provinces : 

Of  thefe  the  chief  the  care  of  nations  own. 

So  St.  George  is  imagined  by  the  papifts  to  defend 
England,  St.  Patrick  Ireland,  St.  James  Spain,  &c. 
Now,  what  is  the  confequence  of  all  this  ?  By  grant- 
ing that  they  have  this  power,  we  muft  be  brought 
back  again  to  pray  to  them. 

The  toilette  is  an  artful  recommendation  of  the 
mafs,  and  pompous  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  Rome. 
The  unveiling  of  the  altar,  the  fihcr  vafes  upon  it, 
being  robed  in  white  as  the  priefls  are  upon  the  chief 
feftivals,  and  the  head  uncovered,  are  manifeft  marks 
of  this. 

A  hcav'nly  image  in  the  glafs  appears , 
To  that  Jhe  bends 

plainly  denotes  image  worjhip* 

The 
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The  goddefs,  who  is  decked  with  ireafurcs,  jewels, 
and  the  various  offerings  of  the  •world,  manifeftly  al- 
ludes to  the  Lady  of  Loretto.  You  have  perfumes 
breathing  from  the  incenfe-pot  in  the  following  line: 

And  all  Arabia  breathes  from  yonder  box. 

The  character  of  Belinda,  as  we  take  it  in  this 
third  view,  reprefents  the  popifh  religion,  or  the  whore 
of  Babylon ;  who  is  defcribed  in  the  ftate  this  male- 
volent author  wifhes  for,  coming  forth  in  all  her  glory 
upon  the  Thames,  and  overfpreading  the  whole  nation 
with  ceremonies, 

Not  with  more  glories  in  th*  atherial  plain 
Thefunfirfi  rifes  o'er  the  purple  main, 
Than  iffuing  forth  the  rival  of  his  beams 
Launched  on  the  bofom  of  the  filver  Thames, 

She  is  dreffed  with  a  crofs  on  her  bread,  the  enfign. 
of  popery,  the  adoration  of  which  is  plainly  recom- 
mended in  the  following  lines  : 

On  her  white  breafl  a  fparkling  crofs  fhe  wore, 
Which  Jews  might  kifs,  and  infidels  adore. 

Next  he  reprefents  her  as  the  aniverfal  church,  ac- 
cording to  the  boafts  of  the  papifls  : 

And  like  the  fun  fhe  fhines  on  all  alikv. 

After 
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After  which  he  tells  us, 

If  to  her  Jhare  fame  female  errors  fall, 
Look  on  her  face,  and  you' 11  forget  them  all. 

Though  it  mould  be  granted  fome  errors  fall  to  her 
fhare,  look  on  the  pompous  figure  fhe  makes  through- 
out the  world,  and  they  are  not  worth  regarding.  In 
the  facriiice  following  you  have  thefe  two  lines : 

For  this,  ere  Phoebus  rofe,  he  had  implored 
Propitious  heaven,  and  e-vry  p<m?r  ador'd. 

In  the  firft  of  them  he  plainly  hints  at  their  rifmg  to 
matins  ;  in  the  fecond,  by  adoring  every  poiuer,  the 
invocation  of  faints. 

Belinda's  vifits  are  defcribed  with  numerous  wax- 
lights,  which  are  always  ufed  in  the  ceremonial  part 
of  the  Romifh  worfhip  : 

Vifits /hall  be  paid  onfolcmn  days, 


When  numerous  wax-lights  in  bright  order  blaze. 

The  lunar  fphere  he  mentions,  opens  to  us  their 
purgatory,  which  is  feen  in  the  following  line : 

Since  all  things  loft  on  earth  are  treafur'd  there. 

It  is  a  popifh  doctrine,  that  fcarce  any  perfon  quits 
this  world,  but  he  mufl  touch  at  purgatory  in  his 
way  to  heaven ;  and  it  is  here  alfo  reprefented  as  the 
treafury  of  the  Romiflo  church.  Nor  is  it  much  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  the  moon  fhould  be  purgatory > 

when 
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when  a  learned  divine  hath  in  a  late  treatife  proved 
the  fun  to  be  hell m. 

I  mall  now,  before  I  conclude,  defire  the  reader  to 
compare  this  key  with  thofe  upon  any  other  pieces, 
which  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  fecret  fatires  upon 
the  ftate,  either  ancient  or  modern  ;  in  particular  with 
the  keys  to  Petronius  Arbiter,  Lucian's  true  Hiftory, 
Barclay's  Argenis,  and  Rabelais's  Garagantua ;  and  I 
doubt  not  he  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  acknowledge, 
that  the  explanations  here  laid  down,  are  reduced  as 
naturally,  and  with  as  little  violence,  both  from  the 
general  fcopc  and  bent  of  the  work,  and  from  the 
fcveral  particulars  :  furthermore,  that  they  are  every 
way  as  confiftent  and  undeniable,  every  way  as  can- 
did, as  any  modern  interpretation  of  either  party  on 
the  conduct  and  writings  of  the  other.  And  I  appeal 
to  the  moft  eminent  and  able  Jlate  decipherers  them- 
felves,  if,  according  to  their  art,  any  thing  can  be 
more  fully  proved,  or  more  fafely  /worn  to? 

To  fum  up  my  whole  charge  againft  this  author 
in  a  few  words :  he  has  ridiculed  both  the  prefent 
miniflry  and  the  laft;  abufed  great  ftatefmen  and 
great  generals ;  nay  the  treaties  of  whole  nations  have 
not  efcaped  him,  nor  has  the  royal  dignity  itfelf  been 
omitted  in  the  progrefs  of  his  fatire ;  and  all  this  he 
has  done  juft  at  the  meeting  of  a  new  parliament. 
I  hope  a  proper  authority  may  be  made  ufe  of  to 

bring 

m  The  Reverend  Dr.  Swinden.  Wartos, 

VOL,  VI.  D  D 
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bring  him  to  condign  punimment.  In  the  mean 
while  I  doubt  not,  if  the  perfons  mod  concerned 
would  but  order  Mr.  Bernard  Lintot,  the  printer  and 
publifher  of  this  dangerous  piece,  to  be  taken  into 
cufiody  and  examined,  many  farther  difcoveiies  might 
be  made,  both  of  this  poet's  and  abettor's  fecret  de- 
figns,  which  are  doubtless  of  the  utmoft  importance  tu 
the  government. 
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THOUGHTS 


ON 


VARIOUS   SUBJECTS*. 


Party  is  the  madnefs  of  many,  for  the  gain  of 
a  few. 

There  never  was  any  party,  faction,  feet,  or  cabal, 
whatfoever,  in  which  the  moft  ignorant  were  not  the 
moil  violent :  for  a  bee  is  not  a  bufier  animal  than  a 
blockhead.  However,  fuch  inftruments  are  necefTary 
to  Politicians ;  and  perhaps  it  may  be  with  ftates  as 
with  clocks,  which  mult  have  fome  dead  weight 
hanging  at  them,  to  help  and  regulate  the  motion  of 
the  finer  and  more  ufeful  parts. 

To  endeavour  to  work  upon  the  vulgar  with  fine 
fenfe  is  like  attempting  to  hew  blocks  with  a  razor. 

Fine 

*  Manyofthefe  "Thoughts"  are  found,  totidem  verbis,  in  the 
various  letters.  Whether  Pope  extraded  them  from  the  letters, 
or  whether,  having  before  written  down  the  reflections,  as  circum- 
ftances  occafioned  them,  he  took  an  opportunity  of  introducing 
them  in  the  correfpondence,  is  uncertain. 

I  think  the  latter  moft  probable,  from  his  known  habits,  and 
the  great  attention  with  which  the  letters  are  compofed. 

DD  3 
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Fine  fenfe  and  exalted  fenfe  are  not  half  fo  ufeful 
as  common  fenfe.  There  are  forty  men  of  wit  for 
one  man  of  fenfe ;  and  he  that  will  cany  nothing 
about  him  but  gold,  will  be  every  day  at  a  lofs  for 
want  of  readier  change. 

Learning  is  like  mercury,  one  or  moft  power- 
ful and  excellent  things  in  the  world  in  ikilful  hands ; 
in  unikilful,  the  moil  mifchievous. 

The  nicefl:  conftitutions  of  government  are  often 
like  the  fineft  pieces  of  clock-work,  which,  depending 
on  fo  many  motions,  are  therefore  more  fubjecl:  to  be 
out  of  order. 

Every  man  has  juft  as  much  vanity  as  he  wants 
underftanding. 

Modefty,  if  it  were  to  be  recommended  for  nothing 
elfe,  this  were  enough,  that  the  pretending  to  little 
leaves  a  man  at  eafe;  whereas  boafling  requires  a 
perpetual  labour  to  appear  what  he  is  not :  if  we  have 
none,  it  beft  hides  our  want  of  it.  For  as  blufhing 
will  fometiines  make  a  whore  pafs  for  a  virtuous 
woman,  fo  modefty  may  make  a  fool  feem  a  man  of 
fenfe. 

It  is  not  fo  much  the  being  exempt  from  faults,  as 
the  having  overcome  them,  that  is  an  advantage  to  us; 
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it  being  with  the  follies  of  the  mind  as  with  the  weeds 
of  a  field,  which,  if  destroyed  and  confumed  upon 
the  place  of  their  birth,  enrich  and  improve  it  more 
than  if  none  had  ever  fprung  there. 

To  pardon  thofe  abfurdities  in  ourfelves  which  we 
cannot  differ  in  others,  is  neither  better  nor  worfe 
than  to  be  more  willing  to  be  fools  ourfelves  than  to 
have  others  fo. 

A  man  mould  never  be  afhamed  to  own  he  has  been 
in  the  wrong,  which  is  but  faying,  in  other  words, 
that  he  is  wifer  to-day  than  he  was  yefterday. 

The  befl  way  to  prove  the  clearnefs  of  our  mind,  is 
by  mewing  its  faults ;  as  when  a  flream  difcovers  the 
dirt  at  the  bottom,  it  convinces  us  of  the  tranfparency 
and  purity  of  the  water. 

Our  palTions  are  like  convulfion-fits,  which,  though 
they  make  us  ftronger  for  the  time,  leave  us  the 
weaker  ever  after. 

To  be  angry,  is  to  revenge  the  fault  of  others  upon 
ourfelves.  ♦ 

A  brave  man  thinks  no  one  his  fuperior  who  does 
him  an  injury;  for  he  has  it  then  in  his  power  to  make 
himfelf  fuperior  to  the  other  by  forgiving  it. 

D  d  4  To 
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To  relieve  the  oppreffed  is  the  mofl  glorious  acl:  a 
man  is  capable  of;  it  is  in  fome  meafure  doing  the 
bufmefs  of  God  and  Providence. 

I  as  little  fear  that  God  will  damn  a  man  that  has 
charity,  as  I  hope  that  the  priefts  can  fave  one  who 
has  not. 

Superftition  is  the  fpleen  of  the  foul. 

Atheifts  put  on  a  falfe  courage  and  alacrity  in  the 
midll  of  their  darknefs  and  apprehenfions,  like  chil- 
dren who,  when  they  fear  to  go  in  the  dark,  will  fing 
for  fear. 

An  atheift  is  but  a  mad  ridiculous  derider  of  piety ; 
but  a  hypocrite  makes  a  fober  jell  of  God  and  reli- 
gion ;  he  finds  it  eafier  to  be  upon  his  knees  than  to 
rife  to  a  good  action :  like  an  impudent  debtor,  who 
goes  every  day  to  talk  familiarly  to  his  creditor,  with- 
out ever  paying  what  he  owes. 

What  Tully  fays  of  war  may  be  applied  to  difputing, 
it  mould  be  always  fo  managed,  as  to  remember  that 
the  only  end  of  it  is  peace ;  but  generally  true  dif- 
putants  are  like  true  fportfmen,  their  whole  delight  is 
in  the  purfuit ;  and  a  difputant  no  more  cares  for  the 
truth  than  the  fportfman  for  the  hare. 


The 
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The  Scripture  in  time  of  ,difputes  is  like  an  open 
town  in  time  of  war,  which  ferves  indifferently  the 
occafions  of  both  parties ;  each  makes  ufe  of  it  for 
the  prefent  turn,  and  then  refigns  it  to  the  next  comer 
to  do  the  fame. 

Such  as  are  (till  obferving  upon  others,  are  like 
thofe  who  are  always  abroad  at  other  men's  houfes, 
reforming  every  thing  there,  while  their  own  runs  to 
ruin. 

When  men  grow  virtuous  in  their  old  age,  they 
only  make  a  facrifice  to  God  of  the  devil's  leav- 
ings. 

Some  old  men,  by  continually  praifmg  the  time  of 
their  youth,  would  almoft  perfuade  us  that  there  were 
no  fools  in  thofe  days;  but  unluckily  they  are  left 
themfelves  for  examples. 

When  we  are  young,  we  are  flavimly  employed  in 
procuring  fomething  whereby  we  may  live  comfort- 
ably when  we  grow  old ;  and  when  we  are  old,  we 
perceive  it  is  too  late  to  live  as  we  propofed. 

The  world  is  a  thing  we  mud  of  neceflity  either 
laugh  at,  or  be  angry  at ;  if  we  laugh  at  it,  they  fay 
we  are  proud  ;  if  we  are  angry  at  it,  they  fay  we  are 
ill-natured. 

People 
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People  are  fcandalized  if  one  laughs  at  what  they 
call  a  ferious  thing.  Suppofe  I  were  to  have  my  head 
cut  off  to-morrow,  and  all  the  world  were  talking  of 
it  to-day,  yet  why  might  I  not  laugh  to  think,  what 
a  buftle  is  here  about  my  head. 

The  greateft  advantage  I  know  of  being  thought  a 
wit  by  the  world  is,  that  it  gives  one  the  greater  free- 
dom of  playing  the  fool. 

We  ought  in  humanity  no  more  to  defpife  a  man 
for  the  misfortunes  of  the  mind  than  for  thofe  of  the 
body,  when  they  are  fuch  as  he  cannot  help.  Were 
this  thoroughly  confidered,  we  Ihould  no  more  laugh 
at  one  for  having  his  brains  crack' d  than  for  having 
his  head  broke. 

A  man  of  wit  is  not  incapable  of  bufinefs,  but 
above  it.  A  fprightly  generous  horfe  is  able  to  cany 
a  pack-faddle  as  well  as  an  afs ;  but  he  is  too  good  to- 
be  put  to  the  drudgery. 

Wherever  I  find  a  great  deal  of  gratitude  in  a  poor 
man,  I  take  it  for  granted  there  would  be  as  much 
genercfity  if  he  were  a  rich  man. 

Flowers  of  rhetoric  in  fermons  and  ferious  dif- 
courfes  are  like  the  blue  and  red  flowers  in  corn, 
pleafing  to  thofe  who  come  only  for  amufement,  but 
prejudicial  to  him  who  would  reap  the  profit  from  it. 

When 
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When  two  people  compliment  each  other  with  the 
choice  of  any  thing,  each  of  them  generally  gets  that 
which  he  likes  lead. 

He  who  tells  a  lie,  is  not  fenfible  how  great  a  talk 
he  undertakes;  for  he  mud  be  forced  to  invent 
twenty  more  to  maintain  that  one. 

Giving  advice  is  many  times  only  the  privilege  of 
faying  a  foolifh  thing  one's  felf,  under  pretence  of 
hindering  another  from  doing  one. 

'Tis  with  followers  at  court  as  with  followers  on 
the  road,  who  firft  befpatter  thofe  that  go  before,  and 
then  tread  on  their  heels. 

Falfe  happinefs  is  like  falfe  money,  it  panes  for  a 
time  as  well  as  the  true,  and  ferves  fome  ordinary  oc- 
casions ;  but  when  it  is  brought  to  the  touch,  we  find 
the  lightnefs  and  allay,  and  feel  the  lofs. 

Daftardly  men  are  like  forry  horfes,  who  have  but 
juft  fpirit  and  mettle  enough  to  be  mifchievous. 

Some  people  will  never  learn  any  thing,  for  this 
reafon,  becaufe  they  underftand  every  thing  too  foon. 

A  perfon  who  is  too  nice  an  obferver  of  the  bufmefs 
of  the  crowd,  like  one  who  is  too  curious  in  obferving 

the 
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the  labour  of  the  bees,  will  often  be  flung  for  his  cu- 
riofity. 

A  man  of  bufmefs  may  talk  of  philofophy  ;  a  man 
who  has  none  may  pra&ife  it. 

There  are  fome  folitary  wretches  who  feem  to  have 
left  the  reft  of  mankind,  only  as  Eve  left  Adam,  to 
meet  the  devil  in  private. 

The  vanity  of  human  life  is  like  a  river,  conftantly 
palling  away,  and  yet  conftantly  coming  on. 

I  feldom  fee  a  noble  building,  or  any  great  piece  of 
magnificence  and  pomp ;  but  I  think  how  little  is  all 
this  to  fatisfy  the  ambition,  or  to  fill  the  idea  of  an 
immortal  foul ! 

'Tis  a  certain  truth,  that  a  man  is  never  fo  eafy,  or 
fo  little  impofed  upon,  as  among  people  of  the  beft 
fenfe  :  it  cofts  far  more  trouble  to  be  admitted  or 
continued  in  ill  company  than  in  good ;  as  the  former 
have  lefs  underftanding  to  be  employed,  fo  they  have 
more  vanity  to  be  pleafed  ;  and  to  keep  a  fool  con- 
ftantly in  good  humour  with  himfelf,  and  with  others, 
is  no  very  eafy  talk. 

The  difference  between  what  is  commonly  called 
ordinary  company  and  good  company,  is  only  hear- 

3  ing 
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ing  the  fame  things  faid  in  a  little  room,  or  in  a  large 
faloon,  at  fmall  tables  or  at  great  tables,  before  two 
candles  or  twenty  fconces. 

Two  women  feldom  grow  intimate  but  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  third  perfon  ;  they  make  friendships  as 
kings  of  old  made  leagues,  who  facrificed  fome  poor 
animal  betwixt  them,  and  commenced  ftricl  allies  ;  fo 
the  ladies,  after  they  have  pull'd  fome  character  to 
pieces,  are  from  henceforth  inviolable  friends. 

It  is  with  narrow-foul'd  people  as  with  narrow- 
neck' d  bottles  ;  the  lefs  they  have  in  them,  the  more 
noife  they  make  in  pouring  it  out. 

Many  men  have  been  capable  of  doing  a  wife 
thing,  more  a  cunning  thing,  but  very  few  a  gene- 
rous thing, 

Since  'tis  reafonable  to  doubt  moil  things,  we 
mould  moll  of  all  doubt  that  reafon  of  ours  which 
would  demonflrate  all  things. 

To  buy  books  as  fome  do  who  make  no  ufe  of 
them,  only  becaufe  they  were  publifhed  by  an  eminent 
printer,  is  much  as  if  a  man  mould  buy  cloaths  that 
did  not  fit  him,  only  becaufe  they  were  made  by  fome 
famous  taylor, 

'Tis 


4T4  THOUGHTS 

'Tis  as  ofFenfive  to  fpeak  wit  in  a  fool's  company, 
as  it  would  be  ill  manners  to  whifper  in  it ;  he  is  dif- 
pleafed  at  both  for  the  fame  reafon,  becaufe  he  is  ig- 
norant of  what  is  faid. 

A  good-natur'd  man  has  the  whole  world  to  be 
happy  out  of;  whatever  good  befais  his  fpecies,  a 
well-deferving  perfon  promoted,  a  modefl  man  ad- 
vanced, an  indigent  one  relieved,  all  this  he  looks 
upon  but  as  a  remoter  bleffing  of  Providence  on 
himfelf ;  which  then  feems  to  make  him  amends  for 
the  narrownefs  of  his  own  fortune,  when  it  does  the 
fame  thing  it  would  have  done  had  it  been  in  his 
power :  for  what  a  luxurious  man  in  poverty  would 
want  for  horfes  and  footmen,  a  good-natur'd  man 
wants  for  his  friend  or  the  poor. 

Falfe  critics  rail  at  falfe  v\its,  as  quacks  and  im- 
porters are  ftill  cautioning  us  to  beware  of  counter- 
feits, and  decry  other  cheats  only  to  make  more  way 
for  their  own. 

Old  men,  for  the  moil  part,  are  like  old  chroni- 
cle, that  give  you  dull,  but  true  accounts  of  times 
pad,  and  are  worth  knowing  only  on  that  fcore. 

There  mould  be,  methinks,  as  little  merit  in  lov- 
ing a  woman  for  her  beauty,  as  in  loving  a  man  for 
his  profpcrity  ;  both  being  equally  fubject  to  change. 

Wit 
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Wit  in  converfation  is  only  a  readinefs  of  thought 
and  a  facility  of  expreflion,  or  (in  the  midwives* 
phrafe)  a  quick  conception,  and  an  eafy  delivery. 

We  fhould  manage  our  thoughts  in  compofing  a 
poem,  as  fhepherds  do  their  flowers  in  making  a  gar- 
land ;  firfl  felecl:  the  choiceft,  and  then  difpofe  them 
in  the  moft  proper  places,  where  they  give  a  luftre 
to  each  other:  like  the  feathers  in  Indian  crowns, 
which  are  fo  managed  that  every  one  reflects  a  part 
of  its  colour  and  glofs  on  the  next. 

As  handfome  children  are  more  a  dishonour  to  a 
deformed  father  than  ugly  ones,  becaufe  unlike  him- 
felf  j  fo  good  thoughts,  owned  by  a  plagiary,  bring 
him  more  fliame  than  his  own  ill  ones :  When  a 
poor  thief  appears  in  rich  garments,  we  immediately 
know  they  are  none  of  his  own. 

If  he  who  does  an  injury  be  his  own  judge  in  his 
own  caufe,  and  does  wrong  without  reafon,  by  being 
the  firfl  aggreffor ;  then  furely  it  is  no  wonder  the 
injured  mould  think  the  fame  way,  and  right  himfelf 
by  revenge ;  that  is,  be  both  judge  and  party  too, 
fince  the  other  was  fo  who  firfl  wronged  him. 

Human  brutes,  like  other  beafls,  find  fnares  and 
poifon  in  the  provifions  of  life,  and  are  allured  by 
their  appetites  to  their  deftruclion. 

The 
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The  mod  pofitive  men  are  the  mod  credulous ; 
fince  they  mod  believe  themfelves,  and  advife  molt 
with  their  falfeft  flatterer  and  word  enemy,  their  own 
felf-Iove. 

Get  your  enemies  to  read  your  works,  in  order  to 
mend  them,  for  your  friend  is  fo  much  your  fecond- 
felf,  that  he  will  judge  too  like  you. 

Women  ufe  lovers  as  they  do  cards ;  they  play 
with  them  a  while,  and  when  they  have  got  all  they 
can  by  them,  throw  them  away,  call  for  new  ones, 
and  then  perhaps  lofe  by  the  new  ones  all  they  got 
by  the  old  ones, 

Honour  in  a  woman's  mouth,  like  the  oath  in  the 
mouth  of  a  cheating  gameder,  is  ever  dill  mod  ufed 
as  their  truth  is  mod  quedioned. 

Your  true  jilt  ufes  men  like  chefs-men,  fhe  never 
dwells  fo  long  on  any  fingle  man  as  to  overlook  an- 
other who  may  prove  more  advantageous ;  nor  gives 
one  another's  place,  until  fhe  has  feen  it  is  for  her  in- 
tered ;  but  if  one  is  more  ufeful  to  her  than  others, 
brings  him  in  over  the  heads  of  all  others, 

Women,  as  they  are  like  riddles  in  being  unintel- 
ligible, fo  generally  refemble  them  in  this,  that  they 
pleafe  us  no  longer  when  once  we  know  them. 

A  man 
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A  man  who  admires  a  fine  woman,  has  yet  no  more 
reafon  to  wim  himfelf  her  hufband,  than  one  who 
admired  the  Hefperian  fruit,  would  have  had  to  wifli 
himfelf  the  dragon  that  kept  it. 

He  who  marries  a  wife  becaufe  he  cannot  always 
live  chaftely,  is  much  like  one  who  finding  a  few 
humours  in  his  body,  refolves  to  wear  a  perpetual 
blifter. 

Married  people,  for  being  fo  clofely  united,  are 
but  the  apter  to  part ;  as  knots  the  harder  they  are 
pulled,  break  the  fooner. 

A  family  is  but  too  often  a  commonwealth  of 
malignants:  what  we  call  the  charities  and  ties  of 
affinity,  prove  but  fo  many  feparate  and  claming  in- 
terefts  :  The  fon  wifhes  the  death  of  the  father b;  the 
younger  brother  that  of  the  elder ;  the  elder  repines 
at  the  filler's  portions:  when  any  of  them  marry, 
there  are  new  divifions,  and  new  animofities :  It  is  but 
natural  and  reafonabie  to  expect  all  this,  and  yet  we 
fancy  no  comfort  but  in  a  family. 

Authors 

b  A  family,  a  commonwealth  of  malignants  !  and  fon  wifhfng  the 
death  of  a  father !  Did  Pope,  whofe  filial  pietv  was  his  mofl 
eminent  virtue,  wijh  the  death  of  his  mother  ?  What  right  had  he 
then  to  charge  fuch  a  malignant  fentiment  on  human  nature  t 

VQU  YU  EC 
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Authors  In  France  feldom  fpeak  ill  of  each  other 
but  when  they  have  a  perfonal  pique ;  authors  in 
England  feldom  fpeak  well  of  each  other,  but  when 
they  have  a  perfonal  friendfhip c. 

There  is  nothing  wanting  to  make  all  rational  and 
difinterefted  people  in  the  world  of  one  religion,  but 
that  they  mould  talk  together  every  day. 

Men  are  grateful,  in  the  fame  degree  that  they  are 
refentful. 

The  longer  we  live,  the  more  we  fhall  be  con- 
vinced, that  it  is  reafonable  to  love  God,  and  defpife 
men,  as  far  as  we  know  either. 

.  It  is  impoflible  that  an  ill-natured  man  can  have  a 
public  fpirit ;  for  how  fhould  he  love  ten  thoufand 
men,  who  never  loved  one  ?  T.  K. 

That  character  in  converfation  which  commonly 
paffes  for  agreeable,  is  made  up  of  civility  and  falfe- 
hood. 

A  fhort  and  certain  way  to  obtain  the  character  of 
a  reafonable  and  wife  man,  is,  whenever  any  one  tells 
you  his  opinion,  to  comply  with  him. 

What 

c  This  apophthegm  might  have  fuited  our  author,  and  his  knot 
of  admirers;  but  it  is  in  general  kfs  true  of  Englifh  author*,  than 
any  other. 
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What  is  generally  accepted  as  virtue  in  women,  is 
very  different  from  what  is  thought  fo  in  men :  A 
very  good  woman  would  make  but  a  paltry  man. 

Some  people  are  commended  for  a  giddy  kind  of 
good  humour,  which  is  as  much  a  virtue  as  drunk- 
ennefs. 

Thofe  people  only  will  conftantly  trouble  you  with 
doing  little  offices  for  them,  who  leaft  deferve  you 
mould  do  them  any. 

Whoever  has  flattered  his  friend  fuccefsfully,  mufl 
at  once  think  himfelf  a  knave,  and  his  friend  a 
fool. 

We  may  fee  the  fmall  value  God  has  for  riches, 
by  the  people  he  gives  them  to.  D.  A. 

Who  are  next  to  knaves  ?  thofe  that  converfe  with 
them. 

We  are  fometimes  apt  to  wonder,  to  fee  thofe 
people  proud  who  have  done  the  meaneft  things : 
whereas  a  confcioufnefs  of  having  done  poor  things, 
and  a  fhame  of  hearing  it,  often  make  the  compofition 
we  call  pride. 

An  excufe  is  worfe  and  more  terrible  than  a  lye : 
for  an  excufe  is  a  lye  guarded. 

e  e  2  Praife 
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Praife  is  like  ambergreafe  ;  a  little  whiff  of  it,  and 
by  fnatches,  is  very  agreeable ;  but  when  a  man 
holds  a  whole  lump  of  it  to  your  nofe,  it  is  a  flink, 
.and  (bikes  you  down. 

The  general  cry  is  againft  ingratitude,  but  fure  the 
complaint  is  mifplaced,  it  fhould  be  .againft  vanity: 
none  but  direct  villains  are  capable  of  wilful  ingra- 
titude ;  but  almoft  every  body  is  capable  of  thinking 
he  hath  done  more  than  another  deferves,  while  the 
other  thinks  he  hath  received  lefs  than  he  deferves. 

I  never  knew  any  man  in  my  life  who  could  not 
bear  another's  misfortunes  perfectly  like  a  chriftian  *. 

Several  explanations  of  cafuifts,  by  multiplying 
fins,  may  be  called  Amendments  to  the  ten  command- 
merits* 

It  is  obfervable  that  the  ladies  frequent  tragedies 
more  than  comedies ;  the  reafon  may  be,  that  in 
tragedy  their  fex  is  deified  and  adored,  in  comedy 
expofed  and  ridiculed. 

The  character  of  covetoufnefs  is  what  a  man  ge- 
nerally acquires  more  through  fome  niggardlinefs,  or 

ill 

*  Pcpc  ha?  made  this  apophthegm  his  own  by  a  little  alter- 
ation, a::d  faying-  **  he  never  knew  ;"  like  thofe  who  tell  an  old 
ftyry,  aud  make  it  their  own,  by  faying  they  rtfnmbtr  fo  and  ib. 
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ill  grace,  in  little  and  inconfiderable  things,  than  in 
expences  of  any  confequence  :  A  very  few  pounds  a 
year  would  eafe  that  man  of  the  fcandal  of  avarice. 

Some  men's  wit  is  like  a  dark  lanthern,  which 
ferves  their  own  turn,  and  guides  them  their  own 
way ;  but  is  never  known  (according  to  the  fcrip- 
ture  phrafe)  either  to  Jhinc  forth  before  men?  or  to 
glorify  their  Father  who  is  in  heaven. 

It  often  happens  that  thole  are  the  befh  people, 
w  hofe  characters  have  been  molt  injured  by  flander- 
crs;  as  we  ufually  find  that  to  be  the  fweeteft  fruit 
which  the  birds  have  been  picking  at. 

The  people  all  running  to  the  capital  city,  is  like 
a  confluence  of  all  the  animal  fpirits  to  the  heart,  a 
fymptom  that  the  conftitution  is  in  danger. 

A  king  may  be  a  tool,  a  thing  of  ftraw ;  but  if  he 
ferves  to  frighten  our  enemies,  and  fecure  our  pro- 
perty, it  is  well  enough  :  A  fcarcrow  is  a  thing  of 
ftraw,  but  it  protects  the  corn. 

A  man  coming  to  the  water-fide,  is  furrounded  by 
all  the  crew ;  every  one  is  officious,  every  one  mak- 
ing applications,  every  one  offering  his  fervices,  the 
"whole  buftle  of  the  place  feems  to  be  only  for  him : 

The 
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The  fame  man  going  from  the  water-fide,  no  noife 
made  about  him,  no  creature  takes  notice  of  him, 
all  let  him  pafs  with  utter  neglect !  The  picture  of 
a  minifler  when  he  comes  into  power,  and  when  he 
goes  out. 


Pope,  it  is  well  kno.wn,  never  {"offered  any  thing  pointed  in  con- 
verfation  to  pafs,  without  committing  it  to  paper.  This  circum- 
llance,  perhaps,  accounts  for  thefe  Thoughts^  mod  of  which  are 
found  interfperfed  in  his  Letters.  Thofe  marked  with  the  ini- 
tials D.  A.  and  T.  K.  perhaps  he  had  from  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  and 
fome  other  acquaintance  lefs  known.  The  liril  is  in  Arbuth- 
noi's  Epitaph  on  Chart  res. 


END    OF    THE    SIXTH    VOLUME. 
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